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ABSTRACTS

Islamic culture is replete with supplications and orisons, which are calls for human
nature and the soothing melodies of human conscience. Supplications are Divine
enchantments and inspirations from the Unseen; they are concessions to our
servitude and submission to the real Benefactor, and our praise and thankfulness to
Him. Orisons are foods for the hearts, nourishment for the spirits, reinforcement of
the souls and peace of mind: "Look! The hearts find rest in Allah's remembrance!" (Al-

Qur'an, yv:YA

Supplication causes continence and prevention from sins and prompts sanctity and
purity. In supplications, man looks at himself, visualizes his failings and deficiencies
before his eyes, abandons pride and haughtiness, forsakes selfishness and
egocentrism, tramples on whims and vanities, detests evils and vices, and tearfully

implores God to forgive him

Islamic supplication is not a sheer orison, rather, it is a world of divine knowledge,
theology, cosmology and anthropology. The most sublime ideological, ethical, and
even political doctrines are contained in supplications, as they introduce man to his
responsibilities before God, himself and the society; impart lessons of morality and

Jpurification; build up man, and remind him of his duties

Amid the rose-garden of orisons and supplications, the whispered prayers (munajat)
of Sha baniya is of special attraction that visualizes it as a fathomless ocean of
Islamic mysticism
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