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Refernce:Simon Henderson ,Energy in danger Iran, oil,and the west,the Washington Institute for Washington Institute for near east policy,2008,p7.
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Alstrategic Importance of Socotra Island ,Yemen

"A Study in Political Geography"
Dhilal jawed kadhim

Abstract :

This study aims to identify geostrategic important to Socotra Island,
located between (latitudes 12 ° 18 and 12 ° 42 north and longitude 53 19
and 54 ° 33 east) and affiliated administratively to the province of

Hadramout Republic of Yemen, and an area of (3594 km ?)

The researcher used the regional approach and analytical approach to
clarify the potential and characteristics that the island enjoyed, and then
to analyze the role of Yemen in the possibility of maintaining the Island
within the national sovereignty. The subject importance and lies in the
interest and influence that Socotra Island enjoyed within its regional

range to activate location and geographical characteristics .

The main conclusions that the study reached are:

1. The study revealed the geostrategic important of the island due to its open

island situation between the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea and the

Indian Ocean, which gave it the advantage of control and proximity of the

Gulf's oil resources and the most important maritime straits and the World
Trade lines especially Oil Trading .

2.E vents that have occurred of the Middle East in general and the Arab
homeland in particular have demonstrated the importance of the Island
for the political decision-maker .
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3. International competition of the geopolitical strategic location of the

Island in establishment military and logistic bases due to its location in the

Arabian Sea, its diverse nature and its wide area where it is considered as
one of the largest Islands in the Arab homeland.

4. The island is considered as one of the largest islands in the Arab
homeland, it is characterized with the geographical elements (natural and
human) and that grants it a Geopolitical importance and a unique feature
that distinguishes it from the rest of the Yemeni islands which contributes
to social and economic development of the island's population in special
and Yemen in general, where the foreign tourism had witnessed a
noticeable increase in the past last yet the highest tourist rate was in 2009
as the number of tourist in the island was (23786) tourists comparing with
2000(193) tourists.

5. the importance of the geographical island site represents a central point in
the southern Arabian Peninsula , it oversees the shipping routes that cross
the straits of Babel Mandeb and Hormuz and it almost mediated the
distance to both straits to form a triangle where it locates in the lower right
corner , who controls the island can control the Indian ocean and so can
encircles the Middle East and the Arab and Islamic world.

6. The island is of vital and important regions in the availability of
mineral resources such as oil and gas and the other resources in the
foreseeable future.



