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From now on, our digital infrastructure - the networks
and computers we depend on every day - will be treated
as they should be: as a strategic national asset. Protecting
this infrastructure will be a national security priority. We
will ensure that these networks are secure, trustworthy and
resilient. May 20009.

Many people think that when they donst use their name
on the Internet, there is nothing that is identifiable about
them when they post information. The simple answer is that
sophisticated organizations, including the government, can
almost always figure out who they are . Sept 2009

Ambassador David Gross, Former U.S. Coordinator for
International Communications and Information Policy, U.S.
Department of State (2001-2009)
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Name

Description/Focus

Date

Regis-
tered users

Facebook

Generadl.

Feb-04

500,000,000

Qzone

General. In Simpli-
fied Chinese; caters
for mainland China
users

200,000,000

Habbo

General for teens.
Over 31 communi-
ties worldwide. Chat
Roomand user pro-
files.

162,000,000

MySpace

General

Aug-03

130,000,000

Windows
Live Spaces

Blogging (formerly
MSN Spaces)

120,000,000

Bebo

General

Jul-05

117,000,000

Orkut

General. Owned by

Google Inc. Popular
in Indiaand Brazil.

[212]

1/22/2004

100,000,000

Friendster

General. Popular

in Southeast Asia.
No longer popular in
thewestern world

2002

90,000,000

V kontakte

Social Network for
Russian-speaking
world including
former Soviet repub-
lics. Biggest sitein
Russia

Sep-06

81,500,000

v




hi5

General. Popular

in India, Mongo-
lia, Thailand, Roma-
nia, Jamaica,Central
Africaand Latin
America. Not very
popular in the USA.

2003

80,000,000

Twitter

General. Micro-
blogging, RSS,
updates

7/15/2006

75,000,000

Linkedin

Business and profes-
sional networking

May-03

75,000,000

Tagged

General. Subject to
guite some contro-
versy about its e-
mail marketing and
privacy policy

70,000,000

Netlog

General. Popular

in Europe, Turkey,
the Arab World and
Canada>s Québec
province. Formerly
known as Facebox
and Redbox.[196]

70,000,000

Badoo

General, Meet new
people, Popular in
Europe and LatAm

69,000,000

Flixster

Movies

2007

63,000,000

MyLife

Locating friends
and family, keeping
in touch (former-
lyReunion.com)

51,000,000

aA




Classmates.
com

School, college,
work and the mili-
tary

1995

50,000,000

Odnoklass-
niki

Connect with old
classmates. Popular
in Russia and former
Soviet republics

45,000,000

Flickr

Photo sharing, com-
menting, photogra-
phy related network-
ing, worldwide

Feb-04

32,000,000

WeeWorld

Teenagers - 10 to 17

30,000,000

Viadeo

Global Social Net-
working and Cam-
pus Networking
availablein English,
French, German,
Spanish, Italian and
Portuguese

30,000,000

Last.fm

Music

2002

30,000,000

MyHeritage

family-oriented so-
cial network service

30,000,000

Mixi

Japan

10/25/2000

24,323,160

Cyworld

General. Popular in
South Korea.

24,000,000

Skyrock

Social Network in
French-speaking
world

22,000,000

Fotolog

Photoblogging.
Popular in South
America and Spain

20,000,000

44




BlackPlanet

African-Americans

9/1/1999

20,000,000

myYear-
book

General, Charity

20,000,000

Friends
Reunited

UK based. School,
college, work, sport
and streets

19,000,000

LiveJournd

Blogging. Popular

in Russia and among
the Russian-speaking
diaspora abroad.

4/15/1999

17,564,977

StudiVZ

University stu-
dents, mostly in the
German-speaking
countries. School
students and those
out of education sign
up viaits partner
sites schiilerVZ and
meinVZ.

17,000,000[

Sonico.com

Genera. Popular in
Latin Americaand
Spanish and Por-
tuguese speaking
regions.

17,000,000

Renren

Significant site in
China. Was known
as (Xiaonei) until
August 2009.

15,000,000

Plaxo

Aqggregator

15,000,000

Geni.com

Families, genealogy

1/16/2007

15,000,000




School, college and

I;?Slza-kla- friends. Popular in 11,000,000
Poland
Stumble through

Stumble- websites that match

Upon your selected inter- 10,600,000
ests
General, Most popu-

Hyves lar in the Nether- 10,097,000
lands.

WAYN Travel and lifestyle May-03 10,000,000
Music and pop-

Buzznet culture 2005 10,000,000
«Real world» rela-

. tionships. Popular

Multiply in Asia. Not popular 10,000,000
in thewestern world
Green living and

Care2 social activism 1998 9,961,947
Not for profit pro-
viding free websites

Caring- that cqnnect fami ly

Bridge anql friends during a 9,500,000
serious health event,
care and recovery.
[34]

deviantART | Art community 7-Aug-00 [ 9,040,962
Social bookmark-
ing alowing users

delicious to locate and save 8,822,921

websites that match
their own interests

Sep-03

Vo




XING

Business (primarily
Europe (Germany,
Austria, Switzer-
land) and China)

8,000,000

Open Diary

First online blogging
community, founded
in 1998

1998

5,000,000

Livemocha

Online language
learning - dynamic
online coursesin 35
languages - world’s
largest community
of native language
speakers.

5,000,000

Tuenti

Spanish-based uni-
versity and High
School social net-
work. Very Popular
in Spain

4,500,000

Trombi.com

French subsidiary of
Classmates.com

4,400,000

weRead

Books

Jun-07

4,000,000

IWIW

Hungary

4,000,000

Ibibo

Talent based socidl
networking site that
allows to promote
one>s self and also
discover new talent.
Most popular in In-
dia

3,500,000

VoY




Mobile social game
network, Number

Cellufun 2 US mobile web- 3,000,000
site[38] 2007
Blogging, mobile

My Opera | P1099ing, sharing 3,000,000
photos, connecting
with friends. Global

Bigadda | "dian Social Net- 3,000,000
working Site
mobile community,

MocoSpace worldwide 3,000,000

Draugiem. |General (primarily

lv LV, LT, HU) 2,600.460]
Mobile community

ltsmy worldwide, blog- 2,500,000
ging, friends, per-
sonal TV-shows
General. For the us-
ers, by the users, a

Kiwibox socia network that 2,400,000
is more than a com-
munity. 1999

Grono.net | Poland 2,000,000
L ocation based mo-

Foursquare bile social network 2,000,000

Stickam Live video streaming 2,000,000
and chat.

Vampiref- | Gothic and industrial

reaks.com | subculture 1999 1,931,049




TravBuddy.

com Travel 2005 1,588,000
Worldwide network
for making connec-
CouchSurf- |tions between trav-
ing elersand the local 1,560,459
communities they
visit.
Nexopia Canada 1,400,000
CafeMom |Mothers 1,250,000
LunarStorm | Sweden 1,200,000
dating, an «online
Fubar bar» for 18 and older | Oct-07 | 1200000
Greek Web Meseting
Z00.gr point 2004 890,000
Ravelry Knitting and crochet 743,930
ASmall- European jet set and
World social elite world- 550,000
wide
EC'GB‘HC' Finland 505,000
: People who are into
Fetlife BDSM 500,000
Ryze Business 500,000
Rever bNa- Som_al. network for 500,000
tion.com musician and bands
Language learning
italki.com |social network. 100+ 500,000

languages.




Article, picture, and
video sharing, as

Gather.com . 465,000
well as group discus-
sions

SocialVibe |>0¢1al Network for 435,000
Charity

. Norwegian commu-

Biip.no nity 6/1/2005 430,000

Research- | Social network for

Gate scientific researchers 400,000

Libr- . Book lovers 400,000

aryThing

Taringal Generd 350,000
Online collaboration

ndaba for musicians, remix

Music contests, and net- 350,000
working.

Hospitality o

Club Hospitality 328,629

Traveller-

spoint Travel 2002 310,000
Computer and video

GamerDNA qames 9/21/2006 310,000

FilmAffin- [Moviesand TV

ity Series 2002 250,000

Faceparty | oonerdl- Popular 200,000
UK.

The Auteurs | Auteur cinema 200000
Community and

Elftown wiki around Fan- 185,000

tasy and sci-fi.




MyA-
nimeList

Anime themed social
community

160,000

PartnerUp

Social networking
site for entrepreneurs
and small business
owners

150,000

CozyCot

East
Asian and Southeast
Asian women

2001

150,000

MyChurch

Christian Churches

144,295

JammerDi-
rect.com

Creative resource
website

136,000

Wakoopa

For computer fans
that want to discover
new software and
games

100,000

Gays.com

Social network for
LGBT community,
Guidefor LGBT
bars, restaurants,
clubs, shopping

5/16/2008

100,000

Blogster

Blogging commu-
nity

85,579

Folkdirect

General

Jun-10

80,000

Hotlist

Geo-Social Aggre-
gator rooted in the
concept of knowing
where your friends
are, were, and will
be.

80,000[124]

Athlinks

Running, Swimming

68,496

Ve




Online Community
for Creative Talent

Zooppa (host of brand spon- 60,000
sored advertising
contests)

Muxlim Muslim portal site 2006 50,000
Politic commu-
nity, Social net-

Dol2day work, Internet radio 40,200
(German-speaking
countries)
Online community
space for the social

WiserEarth |justice and envi- 34,240
ronmental move-
ment[294]

kaioo General, nonprofit Nov-07 30,000
Global influencers

Hub Culture | focused on worth 20,000
creation Nov-02
Non-Profit news

NGO Post | sharing and network- 15,000
ing, mainly in India

Fruhsttick-

streff Genera Jul-01 14800

Advogato Free and open source 13,575
software developers

Fillosde Galiciaand Galician

. : 6,772

Galicia diaspora

Amie Street 2006

ANobii Books




A socia network for

/:\nSuinAV- the Asian Ameri-
can community 1997
Audimated. Independent music
com 2010
Avatars Online games
United Mar-08
Organization and
BigTent communication por-
tal for groups
Bolt.com General 1996
Siz;'ke Finan- Investing
Cloob General. Popular in
[ran
A social media-
based online com-
g;llle% munity for college
ender students, faculty, and
alumni.
Crunchyroll | Anime and forums.
Photo-blogging site
DailyBooth |where users upload a
photo every day 2/13/2009
Medical & emotion-
. a support communi-
Egrlgti' ty - Physical health,
Mental health, Sup-
port groups 11/4/2007
Decayenne E uropean aanAmer-
ican socia elite 2001




People with disabili-

ties (Amputee, cere-

Disaboom bral palsy, MS, and
other disabilities)
Epernicus Eor research scien-
tists
Eons.com | For baby boomers
Experience Life experiences
Project
Exploroo Trave.l Social Net-
working.
Entrepreneural
.| community targeted
FledgeWing towards w)c/)rl dv?/i de
university students
GaiaOnline [ Anime and games
Fair play in Music
- Social networking
Gogoyoko | . .
site for musicians
and music lovers
Library cataloging,
Goodreads book lovers Dec-06
Google
Bz Genera 2009
General. Microb-
Jaiku logging. Owned
by Google Feb-06
General. In Simpli-
Kaixin001 fied Chinese; caters

for mainland China
users

14




Talent-Focused me-

Lalango | s sharing site
Social networking
LinkExpats | website for expatri-
ates. 100+ countries.
Listography | Lists. Autobiography
MEETin General
General. Used to
M eetup. plan offline meetings
com for people interested
In various activities
Meetthe. Business and Fl
oSS nance c_ommunlty,
worldwide.
Not for Profit Video
sharing and social
networking aimed at
One- . :
people interested in
WorldTV A
social issues, devel-
opment, environ-
ment, etc.
General, friendship,
Quechup | ing 2007
Raptr Video games
Science-oriented
ScienceS- | multimedia platform
tage and network for

scientists

Scispace.net

Collaborative net-
work site for scien-
tists

\RK




Music Community.

ShareThe- | Sharing and listening
Music to music for free and
legally

Shelfari Books 10/11/2006
Taltopia Onli ne artistic com-
munity
Education / Learning
TeachStreet |/ Teaching - More
than 400 subjects
Social network that
focuses heavily on
Virb artists, including
musicians and pho-
tographers 2007
For readers and
Waettpad authorsto interact &
e-book sharing
WebBiogra- | Genealogy and biog-
phies raphy
WeOurEarm. Gpneral yvith empha-
ily sis on privacy and
security
Wer-kennt- | General, largest Ger-
wen man Social Network
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1. Detecting Hidden Hierarchy in Terrorist Networks: Some
Case Studies Nasrullah Memon, Henrik Legind
Larsen, David L. Hicks and Nicholas Harkiolakis

2.Facebook, Youtube: How Social Media Outlets Impact
Digital Terrorism And HateJune 16, 2009

3. INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY
INFORMATICSLecture  Notes in  Computer
Science, 2010, Volume 5075-477 ,2010/
489, DOI: 10.100750_8-69304-540-3-978/

4.The paper provides a novel algorithm to automatically
detect the hidden hierarchy in terrorist networks. The
algorithm is based on centrality measures used in
social network analysis literature. The advantage of
such automatic methods is to detect key players in
terrorist networks. Thealgorithmillustratesover some
case studies of terrorist events that have occurred in
the past. The results show great promise in detecting
high value individuals.
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Radicalization Incubatorsand Terrorism
Recruitment in theArab World
Abstract

This paper reviews the process of radicalization, incubators and
terrorists recruitment in the Arab World. Terrorist profile in the Arab
world does not fit many of the Westerns stereotypes and profiles that
shape public expectations. Most terrorists and terrorists leaders are ordi-
nary people, and it is rare that individuals involved in terrorist incidents
suffer from mental illness or disorders. The involvement in terrorismis
a gradual process and usually the result of radicalization. This is feeling
of alienation, exclusion, inequality and unjust typically occurring over
a period of years.

Terrorists groups initiate not as radical groups. Radicalization in-
cubators like mosques, work, internet and universities may start and
facilitate the initial contact. The relative isolation and deprivation of
the individual from the other significant roles (family, relatives, friends,
and local community) weakens his/her bond to society and enhances
the individual bonding to the terrorist group. Radicalization creates the
motivational or cognitive preconditions ripe for terrorism.

Understanding radicalization and the formation of terrorist group
in the Arab World drives beyond the traditional criminological, socio-
logical and psychological explanations offered by the Western scholars
and experts of violence. Terrorist groups are distinct in their formation,
structure and function. Those are highly adjustable and adaptable to
the rapid changing environment in the digital age. Traditional social
bond and social investment (i.e., education, marriage, job.. etc.) do not
have the same effects on terrorist group. New theoretical paradigm in
Criminology is needed to develop theories and models that can account
for the distinctive patterns seen in the terrorist groups and in the lives
of terrorists.



| ntroduction

According to UN estimates, the Arab countries will be a home
to some (395) million people by 2015 (compared to about (317) mil-
lion in 2007, and (150) million in 1980). In a region where a need for
peace, reforms, transparency, anticorruption policies, fighting poverty
and unemployment, democracy, and human rights protection is very
much demanded. The most evident and challenging aspect of the re-
gion‘s demographic profile is its youth bulge. Young people are the
fastest growing segment of Arab countries populations. Some (60%)
of the population is under (25), making this one of the most youthful
regions in the world, with a median age of (22) years compared to the
global average of (28). (Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
Population Division, 2009).

A widely accepted viewpoint among terrorism experts and coun-
ter-terrorism practitioners is that terrorism depends on the radicaliza-
tion of itsinstigators and perpetrators. For example, in arecent issue of
the Jamestown Foundation‘s Terrorism Monitor, Pantucci (2008) notes
that the U.K. Ministry of Justice and Home Office fear the potential
for high profile terrorist prisoners to radicalize susceptible imprisoned
youths (p. 6). Similarly, Sageman noted in his expert testimony to the
U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs that the understanding of this process of radicalization is critical
to assess the threat facing the West and should be the basis guiding
our interventions to counter it (June 27, 2007, p. 1). Radicalization, by
most accounts, creates the motivational or cognitive preconditions ripe
for terrorism. Therefore, understanding and combating radicalization
of this sort would appear to be an important prerequisite for effectively
combating terrorism (Mandel, 2010)

Exclusion leads to alienation and frustration. People turn to radical-
ization to restore harmony with society. Moghaddam (2004) identifies
isolation of the group from larger society as one of the most important



factors explaining the group’s turn to violence. A strong relationship
is found between national income (or distribution of income) and ter-
rorism. This, in turn indicates that economic development may be a
useful tool to reduce terrorism. However, education without empow-
erment might be a contributing factor to the problem (Ganier, 2009).
Crenshaw (2000), in her review of the research in the area of terrorist
psychology, found that personality factors do not account for terrorists
behavior. At the individual level, terrorist organizations use psychologi-
cal vulnerability and personal crisis as catalysts for recruitment rather
than rather than economic distress (Pedahzur and Perliger, 2006). In his
revision of the psychological research during the 1970s and the 1980s,
Horgan (2005) did not find specific types for terrorist personality (AL-
Badayneh, 2010).

Much of the research and policy making reactions to the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 terrorist attacks focused on a military response, but did
little on the psychological, sociological, criminological or correction-
a aspect of the problem. Believing that putting terrorists behind bars
would remove the threat of further attacks. Over time, the situation has
changed. Policy makers and security people began to realize that ter-
rorism is multifaceted problem and needs a multi-le solution and actors
on different levels. Military solution will not solve the problem and ter-
rorist move from one place to another like a ghost, and they have used
prison as incubator to disseminate their thoughts, ideol ogies and recruit
new members. Terrorists and extremist jihadist seek to inspire new gen-
erations of terrorists to continue the terrorism cycle (Ezzarqu, 2010).

Radicalization

Radicalization can occur with any extremist group. Groups which
support nationalistic movements, environmental issues, religious ex-
tremism, political ideology, animal rights, aboriginal rights, political
independence are included as examples of radicalization. Is the process
of radicalization similar among all groups? If motivations or ideology



differ, do the sources remain the same at the micro and antecedent lev-
els? Arethe means used the samein order to achieve the ends. Although
radical groups are not equally dangerous, the macro and micro elements
and the incipient sources are present although in some radicalization
instances. The incipient factors may be more obvious or more obscure
(Pressman, 2008 ).

Radicalization and extremism are complex and multifaceted phe-
nomena that have been successfully exploited by terrorist groups in
spreading their ideology, even among the most excluded segments of
the population throughout the world. This is further intensified by the
strategic use of a variety of media, including the internet, which pro-
vides them with the ability to disseminate a broad-ranging quantity of
teaching and propaganda, fostering the ideal environment for a virtual
ummah. The latter is characterised with inter-connection regardless of
their geographical location.

The word jihad is often assumed to mean holy war, but its mean-
ing is more complex. The phrase derives from the Arabic for struggle.
Within Islam, there are two forms of jihad: the Greater Jihad and the
Lesser Jihad. The Greater Jihad refersto an individual’s personal strug-
gle to live a good and charitable life and adhere to God’s commands as
understood within Islam. This is a strictly personal and non-violent phe-
nomenon. The Lesser Jihad refers to violent struggle on behalf of Is-
lam. Thejihadis then are literally those who struggle. This term is typi-
cally used to describe individuals who have volunteered to fight in the
Lesser Jihad, and the expression is used by members of groups such as
al-Qaeda to describe themselves. (Mujahideen, meaning holy warriors,
is another expression commonly used to refer to Muslims engaged in
the Lesser Jihad). Sageman (2004) studied 172 individuals who were or
are members of extremist Islamist organizations. Post (1990: 29) noted
that every terrorist group is unique and must be studied in the context
of its own . . . culture and history.

Radicalization is by definition a process of change in which non-

6



violent individuals come to endorse and promote violent activity. As
terrorism expert Brian Michael Jenkins states:

“Terrorists do not fall from the sky...they emerge from a set of
strongly held beliefs. They are radicalized. Then they become
terrorists”. (Gartenstein-Ross & Grossman, 2009).

Radicalization in the Arab World does not differ in its essence from
radicalization in the world. It is shaped with religion extremist thoughts
mixed with some social and cultural taboos. It does not necessarily
adopt the use of violenceto achieve it goals. But it holds a belief in the
use of force to restore Ummah dignity. In many cases, the radicaliza-
tion group form a political non-violent political party and underground
violent wing or group. In Europe, radicalization refers to the process
of adopting an extremist belief system and the willingness to use, sup-
port, or facilitate violence and fear as a method of effecting changesin
society (Precht, 2007). In Canada, the term radicalization is defined by
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) as:

“the process by which individuals are introduced to an overly
ideological message and belief system and taught or encour-
aged to follow thought and behavior patternsthat could eventu-
ally (but not always) lead to extremist activity or direct action”
(RCMP, 2007).

As can be seen from this definition, it does not assume the adoption
of violence. The Dutch Intelligence Service (AIVD) defines radicaliza-
tionasa

“Serious unabated threat. Radicalization is considered a danger
to the democratic legal order and includes the use of undemo-
cratic methods including violence” (AIVD, 2005, 2007).

This definition assumes the use of force and violence as an undem-
ocratic method. In USA, a distinction between violent and non-violent
radicalization was made. The U.S. House of Representatives Act H.R.
1955 cited as the Violent Radicalization and Homegrown Terrorism
Prevention Act of 2007. In this act



“Violent radicalization is defined as the process of adopting or
promoting an extremist belief system for the purpose of facili-
tating ideologically based violence to advance political, reli-
gious, or socia change”.

David R. Mandel (2010) defined radicalization as:

“Radicalization refers to an increase in and/or reinforcing of
extremism in the thinking, sentiments, and/or behavior of indi-
viduals and/or groups of individuals”.

The forces or processes that give rise to extremism, of course, still
need to be much better understood. That will require multiple lines of
inquiry. Also, it needs to focus on the psychological —namely, the cog-
nitive, emotive, and motivational —characteristics and processes that
support extremism and collective violence (e.g., see Miller, 2004; New-
man & Erber, 2002; Stern, 2003). A second line of inquiry might include
better understanding the organizational processes and structures that
facilitate the recruitment of individuals into radicalized groups (e.g.,
Sageman, 2004). A third line could focus on a much clearer articulation
of therole of instigators and other categories of actor that act asfacilita-
tors or catalysts for extremism (e.g., Mandel, 2002a, 2002b; Victoroff,
2005). A fourth line could examine the broader set of socio-cultural
factors that may regulate the expression of extremism. A fifth line of in-
quiry could investigate the characteristics of ideas or memes (Dawkins,
1976), those basic building blocks of culture, which become associ-
ated with radical groups and movements and make extremist messages
sticky or contagious (e.g., Heath & Heath, 2007). Finally, efforts to in-
tegrate understanding across these lines of inquiry are needed not only
for comprehensive theory building but also to assist policy makers in
understanding how best to effectively counter violent extremism with
limited resources in a rapidly changing and uncertain world.



Sour ces of Radicalization

Sources of radicalization are defined and examined in the light of
the ecological perspective. Five major sources of radicalization are de-
termined.

The first source of radicalization is Micro system. It exists and
functions at the individual level. It constitutes the individualized driver
of radicalization, and is the force behind the source of radicalization in
the setting in which the individual lives. These contextsinclude the per-
son’s family, peers, school, and neighborhood. It is in the micro system
that the most direct interactions with social agents take place; with par-
ents, peers, and teachers, for example. The individual is not a passive
recipient of experiences in these settings, but someone who helps to
construct the settings. Force sources of radicalization drive the process
of radicalization. These forces are related to the life experiences of the
individual. They occur as a result of the interaction of the individual to
environmental situations and events. These sources are considered mi-
cro level sources because they occur at the level of the individual and
not at the theoretical level. The drivers are psychological factors which
include subconscious thoughts, environmental or situational factors,
emotional responses to events and situations, inspirational forces and
opportunity factors. These forces create reactions which are push forces
driving the individual to the radicalization process. This set of sources
constitutes the micro level reactive force sources of radicalization.

The second source of radicalization is Mesosystem. It refers to
relations between microsystems or connections between contexts. Ex-
amples are the relation of family experiences to school experiences,
school experiences to church experiences, and family experiences to
peer experiences. For example, children whose parents have rejected
them may have difficulty developing positive relations with teachers.

The third source of radicalization is Exosystem. It involves links
between a social setting in which the individual does not have an active



role and the individual’s immediate context. For example, a husband's
or child’s experience at home may be influenced by a mother’s expe-
riences at work. The mother might receive a promotion that requires
more travel, which might increase conflict with the husband and change
patterns of interaction with the child.

The fourth source of radicalization is Macrosystem. It describes
the culture in which individuals live. Cultural contexts include devel-
oping and industrialized countries, socioeconomic status, poverty, and
ethnicity. A macro-level radicalization exists and functions at the cul-
tural social level. It constitutes the motivational source of radicalization.
There are many types of radicalization caused by different ideological
goals which provide the motivation for radicalization. Radicalization is
caused by nationalistic aspirations (nationalistic radicalization), sepa-
ratist causes (separatist radicalization), fervent commitment to a moral
or ethical cause (single cause radicalization). This reflects the desire to
bring about political, social, religious change or these goals in some
combination (socio-political radicalization, politico-religious radicali-
zation). These constitute macro level ideological motivational sources
of radicalization.

Figure 1 Sources of Radicalization
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The fifth source of radicalization is Chronosystem. It consists
of the patterning of environmental events and transitions over the life
course, as well as socio-historical circumstances. For example, divorce
is one transition. Researchers have found that the negative effects of
divorce on children often peak in the first year after the divorce. By
two years after the divorce, family interaction is less chaotic and more
stable. As an example of socio-historical circumstances, consider how
the opportunities for women to pursue a career have increased during
the last thirty years (Bronfenbrenner, 1979; Paquette & Ryan, 2001;
Woodside, Caldwell, Spurr, 2006).

The Radicalization Process

Radicalization is fluid process, It does not have a certain time and
place. Radicalization does not always leads to action. Individual may
enter and withdraw or re-enter the process. Each stage is distinct. Radi-
cal Muslim may never reach the terrorism stage. Radicalization process
can be divided into four stages. These stages are: (1) Pre-Radicaliza-
tion; (2) Self-Identification; (3) Indoctrination and Jihadization stage.
Each stage is unique, independent, sequential and distinctive. Individu-
als who do pass through these stages are quite likely to be involved in
the planning or implementation of aterrorist act.

1. Pre-radicalization stage

The pre-radicalization stage is the first stage in the radicalization
process. It is influenced by internal and external factors. Motivation
in this stage includes three types: Jilted believer, acceptance seeker,
faith reinterpretation. Terrorism incubators included but not limited to:
mosque, internet, family, school, work, rest house, prison.
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Figure 2 Radicalization Group Formations
Silber & Bahht, (2007) p.55

Pre-radicalization stage composes of individuals lifestyles, reli-
gion, social status, neighborhood, and education—just prior to the en-
gagement in the path of radicalization. There are common risk factors
-such as demographic factors, social and psychological factors-that
make individuals vulnerable to the radical influence. Risk factors can
operate on different micro-macro levels. The socio-cultural and religion
make-up of the country, state or town plays critical role in providing a
rich ground for the dissemination and growth of the radicalization proc-
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ess. Isolation of certain ethnic groups and enclaves of ethnic popula-
tions serves as ideological sanctuaries for the seeds of radical thought.
The purity and isolation of these groups and communities, the more
vulnerable they are to be penetrated by extremism and terrorists. Living
isolated and alienated within a society provides an increased desire to
bond with others of the same identity. Youth are the most targeted group
to radical groups. Most targeted youths are frustrated, successful col-
lege students, the unemployed, and petty criminals As Dr.Marc Sage-
man, a former CIA case officer and author of Understanding Terrorist
Networks, noted,

“There is really no profile, just similar trajectories to joining the
jihad and that most of these men were upwardly and geograph-
ically mobile. They came from moderately religious, caring,
middle-class families. They are skilled in computer technology.
They spoke three, four, five, six languages including three pre-
dominant Western languages: German, French and English.”
(Al Qaeda Today: The New Face of Global Jihad, PBS.org).
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Figure (3) the Radicalization Process. Adopted from Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation Intelligence Assessment (2006). P. 4

2. Identification Stage

In this stage the individual is alienated from social bonds, former
life, and affiliates, and strengthening his ties with the radical group and
individual. Trying to build his new identity.

3. Indoctrination Stage

In this stage individual is convinced to take an action. Individual in
this stage is unsure and unfamiliar with how to participate. It includes
extensive inspection and operational tests to measure the recruit' s will-
ingness to participate in an attack. It allows the recruit to test his own
resolve.
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4. Indoctrination Stage

This is the final stage. Action can be accomplished by different
means including the participation in the terrorist attacks, incidents, fa-
cilitation, recurrent, or financing. The last three tasks are offered roles
for individuals who are not able or unwilling to engage in an attack.
Individuals are drawn to killing their fellow citizen through acts of ter-
rorism because their beliefs and grievances have been exploited to be-
come a driving force to carry out such attacks. According to Rohan
Gunaratna, a renowned international terrorism expert, individuals are
ideologically driven and not operationally driven.

Radicalization I ncubators

The process of radicalization needs incubators that provide the ex-
tremist the fuel for radicalizing venues, and serve as agents' radicalism.
Incubators become their lairs,and meeting places. Certain location may
be selected for radical gathering (i.e., mosques, private farms, or private
rest places, cafes, cab driver hangouts, flophouses, prisons, student as-
sociations, nongovernmental organizations, hookah (water pipe) bars,
butcher shops and book stores). They form a radical subculture commu-
nity, which is prevalent with extremist rhetoric. The virtual incubator
provides an interactive and virtual interaction through the Internet, with
its extremist websites and chat-rooms.

Mosgue.

The mosqgue is a place of worship where extremists can interact
and observe Muslimism commitment to the faith and their reaction to
the Islamic message given by the Imam. It is a place where radicaliza-
tion process might start, especially with unemployed youth. This group
in society lacks social investment and has a weak social bond. Unem-
ployed youth is considerably a perfect target to recruitment in terrorism
attacks.

Moreover, for militant jihadists, for example, the location where
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sentiments about what is not right may be strongest and most readily
identified and expressed are in religious institutions. Thus, the recruit-
ers focus on areas of deepest sentiment is not necessarily bounded by
socioeconomic factors.

| nter net

It has been clearly established that terrorist organizations have
adopted unusual and innovative ways of using cutting-edge online tech-
nologiesto expand their movements. Al-Qa’ida’s principal mediawing,
al-Sahab Media Production, has recently released a flood of new audio
and video recordings over Arabic-language internet chat forums, and
has even solicited open questions from forum participants to be ad-
dressed by al-Qa’ida’s second-incommand, Ayman al-Zawahiri. Yet,
while much time and thought has been dedicated to studying the physi-
cal content broadcast over these chat forums, there has been far less
attention focused on studying the individual users who populate them.
In fact, during the past three years, these extremist forums have not only
been used as a cover for al-Qa’ida’s propaganda war, but have evolved
into a disturbing MySpace-like social-networking hub for homegrown
extremists around the world intent on becoming the next generation of
terrorists, hijackers and even suicide bombers. Muntada al-Ansar and
al-Ekhlaas now operate as black holes in cyberspace, drawing in and
indoctrinating sympathetic recruits, teaching them basic military skills
and providing a web of social contacts that bridges directly into the
ranks of al-Qa’ida. Rather than simply using the web as a weapon to de-
stroy the infrastructure of their enemies, al-Qa’'idaisusing it instead as
alogistical tool to revolutionize the process of terrorist enlistment and
training. Ironically, these chat forums are based on the same viral meth-
odology behind the success of many contemporary American high-tech
enterprises. This is the hidden dark side of online social-networking —
as a virtual factory for the production of terrorists. (Kohlmann, 2008)
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Universities

The university environment is an attractive environment for po-
litical parties and for election. It provides a safe, and free climate for
people to interact on different personal levels. Terrorist may look at the
university environment not only for its free and safe character, but it
is heterogamous population removable (transformable) and has an at-
tractive target group of youth, of whom the unemployment is waiting
for them, and a sense of injustice and inequality is already established
due to the social difference in the university. Recruited students will
disseminate the terrorists thoughts and plans to the wider and random
society.

Prison—A Radicalizing Cauldron

Prisons can play a critical role in both triggering and reinforcing
the radicalization process. The prison‘s isolated environment, ability to
create a captive audience atmosphere, its absence of day-to-day distrac-
tions, and its large population of disaffected young men, makes it an
excellent breeding ground for radicalization.

Radicalization requires that the individual enter a mental process
that is transformative, with a personal change that conditions him to
violent behavior. In other words, radicalization comprises internalizing
a set of beliefs, a militant mindset that embraces violent jihad as the
paramount test of one’s conviction. The growing number of detainees
in jails, most particularly of violent extremists, contributes to further
entrenching radicalization among inmates, providing a safe-haven for
recruitment and development of the jihadist narrative. The more expe-
rienced‘ (Ezzarqu, 2010).

The situation in prison looks alike what is called Stockholm Syn-
drome or (hostage syndrome), as there are people who match between
the victim and the hostage’s case, because of the physical and psycho-
logical threatening by the perpetrator. This kind of victim believes that
that there is no way to be escaped, because the perpetrator controls
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completely the whole situation, and that what the perpetrator presents
or offer kindly sometimes is a result of isolating the victim from the
external world, victim develops a bond between him/her and the cap-
tor (Graham & Rawlins,1991). Two of the Madrid bombers--Moroccan
Jamal Ahmidan and Algerian Alleka Lamari— were either radicalized
or more deeply indoctrinated in prison.

Terrorism Recruitment

However, it might be useful to identify predisposing risk factors
for involvement in terrorism (Horgan 2005) as a prelude to some form
of risk assessment for prediction of involvement. These factors may
include the following:

1. The presence of some emotional vulnerability, in terms of feel-
ings of anger, alienation (often synonymous with feelings of be-
ing culturally uprooted or displaced and a longing for a sense of
community), and disenfranchisement. For example, some alien-
ated young British Muslims, looking for guidance and leadership
that they do not get from mosque leaders because of a perception
that the leaders are too old, too conservative, and out of touch
with their world, may turn elsewhere for guidance and clarity.

2. Dissatisfaction with their current activity, whether it be political
or social protest, and the perception that conventional political
activity just does not work or produce results. A related issue
here is that violent radicals view terrorism as absolutely neces-
sary. For example, in a video message before blowing up himself
and six others in London, Mohammad Sidique Khan employed
the language of war in urging British Muslims to oppose the
British Government. The view is that terrorism is a necessary,
defensive, and, above all, urgent activity against an offensive
enemy perceived as bent on humiliating and subjugating its vic-
tims.

3. Identification with victims—either real, in terms of personal vic-
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timization (e.g., by the military or police) or less tangible. For
European Muslims who become involved in violent jihad, this
identification is with Palestinian victims of the Palestinian-Israe-
li conflict, victims in Iraq, or the conflict in Kashmir. In Khan‘s
video testimony, he blamed his behavior on the actions of the
United States and United Kingdom: bombing, gassing, impris-
onment and torture of my people,identifying with the suffering
of Muslims around the world even though he came from York-
shire, in northern England.

4. Crucially, the person has to believe that engaging in violence
against the state or its symbols is not inherently immoral. This
belief, while it may be fine-tuned by a religious figure, is usually
held by the time the person has decided to become involved to
the point of engaging in terrorism.

5. Also important is a sense of reward that the recruit has about
what being in this movement represents. All suicide bombers,
across the world, have one thing in common. They come to be-
lieve that they will achieve more in death than they ever could in
life, a very powerful motivating factor not only in initial recruit-
ment but also interms of sustaining that person’s commitment to
the movement once a member. In practical terms, involvement
might result in heightened status, respect, or authority within the
immediate peer group, the broader radical movement, and (at
least as imagined by the recruit) the wider Muslim community.
The clearest answer to why someone wants to become involved
in a suicidal mission is that the person seeks the kind of mar-
tyrdom and accompanying rewards on display as when violent
radical Web sites hailed the 7/7 bombers as heroic martyrs and
exalted them as amost pop stars.

6. Finally, kinship or other social ties to those experiencing similar
issues, or already involved, are crucial (Sageman 2004).
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The Unemployment Youth: The Target

The average of unemployment among Arab youth is (28.9%) com-
pared to (14.4%) worldwide. The Arab youth share of unemployment
average is (51.6%) compared to world average of (47.4%). However,
the youth unemployment rates vary from a high of about (45.6%) in
Algeria to a low of (6.3%) in the UAE (Figure2). With the exception
of the latter, high income Arab countries suffer from double digit youth
unemployment rates: Saudi Arabia (26%); Kuwait (23%); Bahrain
(21%); and, Qatar (17%). Relatively high youth unemployment rates
are recorded for the middle income Arab countries: Jordan (39%); Lib-
ya (27%); Tunisia (27%); Egypt (26%); Lebanon (21%); Oman (20%);
Syria (20%); and Morocco (16%).

The low income Arab countries also report relatively high rates:
Mauritania (44%), Sudan (41%), Djibouti (38%), and, Yemen (29%).
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Figure (2) Share of Arab Youth in Total Unemployment (%) (light)
Youth (age 15-24) unemployment per cent 2005 Arab World (bold).
Data Source : Arab Labor Organization, (2009) in Arabic
http://www.alolabor.org/
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There are three factors that affect the terrorism recruitment:

1. Terrorists focus their recruitment where sentiments about per-
ceived deprivation are deegpest and most pervasive. This might
be viewed through Gurr’s lens of relative deprivation or in Bo-
rum’s model, that which is not right.This observation warrants
a qualifying caveat, however, which is that not all terrorist or-
ganizations arelooking for the same kinds of people, and differ-
ent recruiting ‘pools’ are more useful in identifying individuals
for some kinds of group roles than for others.

2. Socia networks and interpersonal relationships provide critical
connections for recruitment into terrorist organizations. One‘s
network of social relationships and personal connectionsto spe-
cific individuals often play a key role in decisions to enter a
terrorist group. Marc Sageman (2004197) analyzed the cases
of approximately 172 global Salafi mujahedin and found that
nearly two thirds joined the jihad collectively as part of a small
group (bunch of guys) or had a longtime friend who already
had joined. For most terrorist recruits, their first approach or
exposure to the terrorist organization comes from someone they
know. In other cases, a recruiter may use new recruits to iden-
tify other prospects or leverage other important relationships to
hook the individual. That leverage can be emotional (e.g., mak-
ing the family proud or avenging harm done to a loved one) or
material (e.g., financial reward that may come to one‘s family
for conducting a martyrdom operation).

3. Effective terrorist recruiters either identify or impart upon the
prospect a sense of urgency and imminence to close the deal.
As we have noted, terrorist organizations always have a broader
base of support than the cadre of members or active operatives.
Not all believers are willing or impelled to act, especially vio-
lently. Terrorist organizations are dangerous places. Minimally,
a recruit risks arrest; in some cases, certain death. For many
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who enter, the decision is not fully informed and they under-
standably are besieged by some underlying ambivalence, de-
spite their endorsement of the cause (Kellen, 1980198).

Youth and Education

Youth bulges in many developing states form the backbone of the
enabling environment. For example, in Jordan (a country with half the
population under the age of twenty-five) a 2005 poll found that nega-
tive sentiments [about America] are particularly strong among youth
and non-€lites, who disapprove of U.S. policies, [and] are skeptical of
American intentions in the region (Hamarneh 2005, 10-11). In Moroc-
co, focus groups revealed that young people were disenchanted with
political parties, except for the Islamist PJD party, whose Islamist agen-
da and conservative discourse appeals to young educated participants*
sense of cultural pride (NDI 2007c, 3). The demographic trends in de-
veloping states, including most parts of the Arab and Muslim world,
indicate that donors need a concerted focus on youth while designing
assistance packages.

It has become apparent, however, that children who attend the
more radicalized madrasas are taught a violent worldview and to de-
spise corrupting Western influences from an early age (e.g., Davis
2002).8 In a number of these schools, according to Ali Riaz (2005, 20),
Children are taught that Muslims all around the world . . . are under
siege from sinister forces which they must fight to the death.It is prima-
rily in the Indian subcontinent (India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh) where
these schools have been used to promote a political agenda— unlike
in the Arab world, where they do not play such a role (most of the
Muslim Brotherhood movement emerged from the secular universities
in Egypt) (Anzar 2003, 17-18). Increasingly, Indonesia resembles the
Indian subcontinent model, rather than the Arab one, as do parts of East
and West Africa
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Age and Gender

The most important biological factors associated with joining a
terrorist are age and gender. Further, most recruitsto terrorist groups are
male. (Farrington 2003). Statistics on violent crime consistently show
that perpetrators are most likely to be males between 15 and 25 years of
age (e.g. Budd et al. 2005). This is a very robust finding that is remark-
ably stable across cultures and regions (e.g. Schonteich 1999). More
crime in general is committed by teenagers and young adults than by
any other age category.

With terrorism, the same factors that attract young men to deviant
activity in other spheres can also play at least a partial role in the attrac-
tion of terrorism holds for a few. Higher impulsivity, higher confidence,
greater attraction to risk-taking and a need for status can al work to
give life as a terrorist a certain appeal for some young males (Stuckless
and Goranson 1992; Cota McKinley et al. 2001). Although young men
make up the majority of terrorist recruits, some recruits are female and
a few are much older. Out of 242 jihadi terrorists identified by Bakker
(2006) in his review of jihadi terrorism in Europe since 2001, 5 were
women. The review found a relatively wide age range, stretching from
16 to 59 at the time of their arrests, but most of the jihadiswerein their
teens to mid-twenties (Bakker 2006).

Terrorists are simply young people seeking fame and thrills, like
all the terrorists all over the world in the past 130 years (Sageman 2008,
151-52). They believe that they are special, part of a small vanguard
trying to build a better world in the name of a cause. These specific
terrorists want to build a utopia modeled on the community around the
Prophet because they claim that it was the only time in world history
when a just and fair community existed. They are willing to sacrifice
themselves for this utopia in the name of God. Contrary to popular be-
lief, radicalization into terrorism is not the product of poverty, various
forms of brainwashing, youth, ignorance or lack of education, lack of
employment, lack of social responsibility, criminality, or mental illness.
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The mobilization of young people into this violent social movement is
based on friendship and kinship. Lately, more than 80 percent of ar-
rested terrorists in Europe and the United States are part of the Muslim
diaspora, mostly second- and now third-generation immigrants (Bakker
2007; Sageman 2008, 140-43). They are radicalized in the West, not in
the Middle East. Usually, they are radicalized in small groups of friends
and relatives, who spontaneously self-organize into groups that later
turn to terrorism.

Education, Career and Marriage

Traditionally, factors such as good educational achievement, good
socioeconomic background and marriage have been associated with
a reduced likelihood of criminal offending. An analysis of the back-
grounds of jihadis, however, suggests that such trends do not apply as
strongly to them. Sageman’s (2004) survey of members of extremist
Islamist groups found that they generally tend to be well educated as
a group. Over 60 percent had some higher or further-level education.
Such findings undermine the view that Islamic extremism can be ex-
plained as a result of ignorance or lack of education. Similarly, about
three-quarters of Islamist extremists came from upper- or middle-class
backgrounds. A relatively small proportion (27 percent) came from
working-class or poor backgrounds.

Sageman (2004) found that 73 percent of members were married,
and that most of these men had children. Bakker (2006) also found
relatively high levels of marriage among jihadis. Family commitments
have clearly not prevented individuals from embracing jihad. West
(1982) found that marriage had no effect among very young adults and
that a preventive effect occurred only among older adults. Ouimet and
LeBlanc (1993) found that cohabitation with a partner is positively as-
sociated with crime among very young adults (18-23 years old). In
this study, marriage was found to contribute to desistance only after
the age of 24. Ouimet and LeBlanc explained the negative impact of an
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early marriage or cohabitation in terms of seeing it as a possible sign
of impulsiveness and that marriage at such young ages could lead to
significant economic difficulties and family discord. Sageman (2004)
highlighted that many jihadi marriages are to wives who share strong
ideological beliefs supporting jihadism (or that the wives® families
share such beliefs). The explanation proposed by Maleckova is that ter-
rorists are motivated by belief in a political cause and not by economic
factors. Thus, factors associated with desistance among other types of
criminal offender (who often are motivated by economic factors) will
have less of an impact on political offenders.

Social | dentity

Identity has been shown to play a vital role in explaining involve-
ment in terrorism. Recruits always belong to the section of society that
supports or shares the aims, grievances and ambitions of the terror-
ist group. In the case of jihadi extremism, individuals need to have a
strong sense of Muslim identity and, equally, to identify strongly with
the wider Muslim community — the ummah. Recruits consistently re-
port that, prior to joining, they perceived they had a very strong connec-
tion to other Muslims across the globe. This wider connection brought
with it a sense of responsibility for these other Muslims, even when the
individual had never met them or travelled to their lands. Research has
shown that individuals who rate their Islamic identity as being more
important than their national or ethnic identity express more positive
views on topics such as jihad and martyrdom (Ansari et al. 2006). Fur-
ther, the 2001 Home Office Citizenship Survey in the UK found that
Muslims are more likely than any other religious groupings to rate their
faith as their primary identity, and that this effect is particularly strong
among young people aged 16-24 (Attwood et al. 2003).

Marginalization

Social marginalization appears to be a common factor in the back-
grounds of most jihadi recruits. Research has shown that most members
of groups such as al-Qaeda joined the jihad while they were living in a
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foreign country or when they were otherwise isolated from older friends
and family. Often these individuals were expatriates — students, work-
ers, refugees — living away from home and family. Sageman (2004)
found that 70 percent joined in a country where they had not grown up;
8 percent were second generation and might not have been fully embed-
ded in their host country. In total, 78 percent of the recruits had been cut
off from their social and cultural origins, far from family and friends.

Catalyst Events/Perceived | njustice

One of the most important elements in understanding the psychol-
ogy of why people become extremists is an appreciation of the psychol-
ogy of vengeance. It has long been recognized that for most terrorists a
key motivation for joining a terrorist organization ultimately revolves
around a desire for revenge (Schmid and Jongman 1988). Within the
context of jihadi terrorism, the perception of a strong shared identity
and link with the wider Muslim world — the ummah — has serious conse-
quences when the individual perceives that some Muslim communities
are being treated brutally or unfairly. Perceived injustices are important
drivers of individual decisions to become involved in militant activ-
ism. Catalyst events (i.e. violent acts that are perceived to be unjust)
provide a strong sense of outrage and a powerful psychological desire
for revenge and retribution (Silke 2003). Importantly, one does not need
to experience these unjust events first hand in order to feel sufficiently
motivated to become a terrorist. Indeed, the events do not even have to
involve friends or family members. Many terrorists report that they first
joined the organization after witnessing events on television or other
media (e.g. O‘Callaghan 1998). Although they did not come from the
area where the events occurred — or indeed even know the people who
lived there — at some level they identified with the victims. This iden-
tification, combined with the perceived injustice of the event, can pro-
vide a strong motivation to become involved in the jihad. Exposure to
death-related imagery, such as that contained in the jihadi propaganda,
results in what psychologists refer to as a mortality salience’ effect. A
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variety of research studies have shown that mortality salience generally
increases identification with and pride in one‘s country, religion, gen-
der, race, etc. (for a review see Pyszczynski et al. 2002).

From Profiles to Pathways and Roots to Routes:

One of the major challenges is answering the question, How and
why does someone become a terrorist? Terrorism researchers have ap-
proached these questions through a wide range of individual psychologi-
cal models (Taylor 1988; Taylor and Quayle 1994), organizational struc-
tures (Bloom 2005), and, more recently, indirect discussions of the root
causes of terrorism. Such discussions tend to be rooted in notions about
terrorist profiling and in the past through various degrees of subtle (and
not so subtle) anthologizing of terrorists. While lacking in the necessary
empirical support, such profiling remains plausible given the violence,
brutality, and general callousness associated with terrorism and the fact
that, despite the broad sociopolitical conditions that are thought to give
rise to terrorism (Bjgrgo 2005), it is still the case that extremely few
people engage in terrorism altogether. It may thus seem warranted to
consider actual terrorists as different or special in some way.

In today’s society physical as well virtual global flows of goods,
crimes; terrorists; drugs; ideas; services, finance, people and cultures
underline the many interlinkages in the security of all people. People
share a space, a planet, and culture. The increases of mutual dependen-
cy and intercorrelated societies make security of one person, one com-
munity, or one nation rests on the security of others. General social and
cultural strains created by resources deprivation are underlying causes
of terrorism, and enhance dissemination among people. General strains
stem from exclusion, injustices, inequality, fear, insecurity, diseases,
hunger, oppression, ignorance, corruption, poverty, unemployment,
and bad governance. People under such circumstances are squeezed,
excluded, isolated and alienated in their own societies (Brush, 1996).
Support for this argument comes from Hsieh and Pugh (1993) meta-
analysis study for the relationship between poverty, income inequality
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and violent crimes. In (34) studies yielded (76) correlation coefficients,
all but two (74 study or 97%) are positive correlation between poverty,
income inequality and violent crimes (Hsieh & Pugh, 1993).

Despite the indiscriminate and extreme violence of many terrorist
attacks, the vast majority of research on terrorists has concluded that
the perpetrators are not psychologically abnormal (Silke 2003; Hor-
gan 2005). On the contrary, many studies have found that terrorists are
psychologically much healthier and far more stable than other violent
criminals (e.g. Lyons and Harbinson 1986). An act of extreme violence
does not in itself show that the perpetrator is psychologically distinct
from the rest of humanity. Although a few psychologists believe terror-
ists are mentally abnormal, their conclusions are based on very weak
evidence (Silke 1998 provides a review of this literature). Psychologists
who have met terrorists face to face have nearly always concluded that
these people were in no way abnormal, and on the contrary that they
had stable and rational personalities.

A year after four coordinated suicide bombings ripped through
London on July 7, 2005, a House of Commons Report (2006) into the
events of that day asserted,

What we know of previous extremists in the UK shows that
there is not a consistent profile to help identify who may be vul-
nerable to radicalization. Of the 4 individuals here, 3 were sec-
ond generation British citizenswhose parents were of Pakistani
origin and one whose parents were of Jamaican origin; Kamel
Bourgass, convicted of the Ricin plot, was an Algerian failed
asylum seeker; Richard Reid, the failed shoe bomber, had an
English mother and Jamaican father. Others of interest have
been white converts. Some have been well-educated, some less
so. Some genuinely poor, some less so. Some apparently well
integrated in the UK, others not. Most single, but some family
men with children. Some previously law-abiding, others with a
history of petty crime. In a few cases there is evidence of abuse

28



or other trauma in early life, but in others their upbringing has
been stable and loving. (P. 31)

Corruption and Terrorism

Corruption is the production of the failure of human development
and the absence of peace which together form a general strain structure
enhancing terrorism (al-Badayneh, 2010). Thus far, it appears that the
al Qaeda movement has been able to find a more receptive environ-
ment for expanding its reach and influence while the local government
is perceived to be corrupt by many of its inhabitants, or of favoring one
group at the expense of others. Bin Laden has excoriated the profligacy
of the corrupt Saudi state.He is viewed as virtuous by many because he
sacrificed the opulent lifestyle he was born into, and instead dedicated
his own personal wealth to the cause of ordinary Muslims. The Taliban
were enabled in their successful military takeover of most of Afghani-
stan from 1996 through 2001 because they were perceived by ordinary
Afghans to be noncorrupt, unlike the many Afghan warlords who ruled
the country by fear and extortion in their various fiefdoms.

Al-Badayneh (2010) found a negative relationship between the
total number of terrorists; incidents and fatalities and human develop-
ment value (r =- 0.499; -0.50, &-0.50, respectively); human poverty
index (r =- 0.238; -0.06, &-0.23, respectively); average gender in-
equality (r=-0.42; -042, & -0.41, respectively). Findings also present
a significant negative relationship between peace index and the total
number of terrorists, and incidents and fatalities (-0.59; -0.56, & -0.59,
respectively). All measures of corruption: freedom from corruption (r
=- 0.31; -0.26, &-0.30, respectively); control of corruption (r =- 0.40;
-0.39, & -0.38, respectively), & corruption perception index (r =- 0.376;
-0.38, & -0.37, respectively) were significantly correlated with the total
number of terrorists; incidents and fatalities. A positive relationship was
found between unemployment and the number of terrorists; incidents
and fatalities (r=0.19; 0.30 & 0.29, respectively). A positive significant
relationship between terrorists incidents and Arab youth unemployment
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(r=0.36), and Arab youth share of unemployment (r=0.23). Moreover,
findings show that total number of terrorists, incidents and fatalities
do vary according to the human development index (HDI) level (high,
medium and low development). ANOVA analysis has shown signifi-
cant differences in terrorists incidents, fatalities and injuries, according
to human development levels (F=3.675; 5.027, & 6.700, respectively
0=0.04; 0.01 & 0.007, respectively). Significant differences have been
found in freedom from corruption, control corruption, and corruption
perception according to human development levels (F=4.89; 1547, &
10.51, respectively o = 0.04; 0.00 & 0.001, respectively).

Human Development, Peace, Corruption and Terrorism

Terrorism was significantly negatively correlated with human de-
velopment (r=-.50) and peace (-.57). However, terrorism was signifi-
cantly positively correlated with corruption (r=.38), a negative signif-
icant relationship was found between peace and corruption (r=-.80).
Human development was significantly positively correlated with peace
(r=.67) and negatively with corruption (-.73).

NDI focus groups in Morocco found that support for the Justice
and Development Party (PJD), an Islamist political party and the larg-
est opposition party, was based on the public perception that it is non-
corrupt. All other parties were viewed as corrupt and of lying to voters
during elections (NDI 2007c¢, 1). Indeed, the popularity of al Qaeda in
Arab states is partly based on the perception by the public in these same
states that administrative and financial corruption . . . [is] prevalent in
Arab societies (Hamarneh 2005, 49).

In Lebanon, Hezbollah’s increasing popularity among the Shia
population can also be attributed to the view, as explained by one Shia
resident, that it is the only party that provides security and services.
(NDI 2007b, 8). When the Union of Islamic Courts took over most
of southern Somalia from mid-2006,3 a large percentage of the So-
mali population welcomed its brief rule for the same reasons. Finally,
the United States is concerned about increasing Islamic extremism in
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Bangladesh, and for good reason: Bangladesh ranked at the bottom of
Transparency International‘s 2005 Corruption Index. The four hundred
bombs that exploded nearly simultaneously on August 17,2005, in six-
ty three of the country*s sixty-four districts could be considered one of
the most coordinated terrorist attacks in history.

Social Service Provision

While the direct connection between poverty and terrorism has
been mostly debunked since 9/11 (e.g., Krueger and Maleckova 2002;
K. von Hippel 2007b), it is also becoming clear that social service pro-
vision by extremist groups has significantly broadened the appeal of
the al Qaeda movement and nationally focused Islamist political par-
ties, particularly among the poor. In fact, many of the more successful
Islamist political parties have a social service wing, whereas secular
political parties carry no such programs.

Implicationsfor Counterterrorism
Alienation, Radicalization and Counter-Terrorism

In a 2004 interview, Javier Solana, the European Union High Rep-
resentative for Common Foreign and Security Policy, stated that a cohe-
sive counter-terrorist policy should work to oxygen to the terrorists and
address the factors that contribute to support for and recruitment by ter-
rorist groups (Solana 2004). If alienation is one such contributing fac-
tor, then it follows that counter-terrorism must target this. However, al-
though alienation has been identified as a precondition to radicalization,
by stating that counter-terrorism must combat this we assume that there
is a particular event, situation or act which has either directly caused or
accentuated feelings of alienation. This is difficult to prove. Consider-
ing the comments of theorists such as Gramsci (see Carnoy 1984) who
states that a war of manoeuvre or war of position between detached
groups is an inevitable process within a functioning civil society, the
idea that these tensions can be neutralised has not been uncontested.
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As Taylor and Horgan (2006) have argued, a clear implication of
thinking about initial involvement as part of aprocessisthat it provides
a clear agenda for psychological research on terrorist behavior: This
represents attempt to understand the decisions made by the individual
at particular times within a particular social and organizational context.
When we frame initial involvement in terrorism within a broader proc-
ess of involvement and engagement, we can identify a shared character-
istic: that a powerful incentive is the sense of reward, however distant
to the believer or seemingly intangible to the onlooker.

Given this common denominator, what tangible operational strat-
egies can be offered to counterterrorism initiatives? Despite the in-
creased discussions of root causes of terrorism, we can do little in a
practical sense to change the push factors (i.e., the broad sociopolitical
conditions) that give rise to the increased likelihood of the emergence
of terrorism. In contrast, counterterrorism programs may be more ef-
fective in concentrating on the pull factors (or lures), since they tend to
be narrower, more easily identifiable, and specific to particular groups
and contexts.

The Four Pillars of the EU’s Counter-Terrorism Strategy:
Prevent, Protect, Pursue, and Respond

the EU’s counter terrorism strategy constitutes a comprehensive
and proportionate response to the international terrorist threat. The
strategy requires work at national, European and international levels
to reduce the threat from terrorism and our vulnerability to attack. The
strategy sets out the objectives to prevent new recruits to terrorism; bet-
ter protect potential targets; pursue and investigate members of exist-
ing networks and improve our capability to respond to and manage the
consequences of terrorist attacks.
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The EU’s Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2005).

The debate regarding the possibility of a counter-terrorist policy
which resolves perceptions of alienation is split into two schools of
thought: those who believe that alienation is anatural part of civil soci-
ety which cannot be prevented and those who believe that government
policies have contributed to alienation. The latter group believes that
(as has already been seen in this study) because alienation is a precon-
dition to radicalization, the growth of groups who engage in terrorist
activities can be pre empted by reintegrating disenfranchised groups.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Salafi: From theword “ Salaf” which is short for " Salaf as-Salih" mean-
ing (righteous) predecessors or (pious) ancestors Salafi is a ge-
neric term, depicting a Sunni revivalist school of thought that
takes the pious ancestors of the early period of early Islam as
exemplary models... Consequently, Salafis seek to purge Islam
of all outside influences, starting with the cultures and traditions
of contemporary Muslim societies, and restore it to that of an
imagined 7th century utopia (the Caliphate). The Salafi interpre-
tation of Islam seeks a pure society that applies the Quran liter-
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ally and adheres to the social practices and Islamic law (sharia)
that prevailed at the time of the prophet Muhammad in the 7th
century in Arabia.

Jihadi-Salafi: A militant interpretation of the Salafi school of thought
that identifies violent jihad as the means to establish and revive
the Caliphate. Militant jihad is seennot as an option, but as a
personal obligation. Thisobligation is elevated above other mor-
al standards, which may be abrogated.

Mujahedeen: holy warriors who fight infidels as a religious duty

Takfir: the practice of declaring that an individual, or a group previ-
ously considered Muslims, are in fact kaffir(s) (non-believers in
God), an act of accusing others of disbelief, used in the context
of branding certain persons or whole communities as unbeliev-
ers to religiously justify jihad against them.
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Radicalisation in Europe and Beyond

Abstract

Radicalisation processes in European diaspora communities are
subject to different causation clusters. Private motivations such as the
need for public attention; an identity crisis or feelings of discrimination
in the country of residence; the special role of religion in diaspora
situations and certain radical religious currents play a determining role.
Special relevance can be observed regarding political conflicts in the
diaspora community countries of origin or in countries with Muslim
majorities in general. These conflicts seem to contribute to radicalisation
processes in Europe via different channels.

Conflict and diaspora

Until recently the dominating argument was the inverse i.e. the
focus was on members of the diaspora as a source of revenue and
political support for the armed struggles within their home countries
which in turn fuels the conflict there.® They can send money and guns,
circulate propaganda, and build virtual information exchange networks,
all of which can have incalculable consequences in the zones of their

(1) “Diasporas sometimes harbour rather romanticized attachments to their group of
origin and may nurse grievances as aform of asserting continued belonging. They
are much richer than the people in their country of origin and so can afford to
finance vengeance. Above all, they do not have to suffer any of the awful conse-
quences of renewed conflict because they do not live in the country. Hence, they
are a ready market for rebel groups touting vengeance and a source of finance for
renewed conflict.” (Collier 2000:14) This support is not necessarily made public,
because diaspora populations have a status to lose in their new countries of resi-
dence. While for example in the Palestinian territories large manifestations took
place during the cartoon debate, European sympathisers did not participate in this
kind of protest.
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ultimate destinations. One can also not rule out the possibility that
occasionally some young man in the diaspora decides to temporarily
return to his country of origin in order to participate directly in the fight.
This involvement does not present a direct danger for the host country
left behind. Nevertheless, the immediate participation in an armed
conflict regularly results in an intensification of radical tendencies if the
individual returns causing a feedback effect as war veteran. In Europe
it seems that these fighters from various Muslim countries were crucial
in the establishment and maintenance of Jihadist networks all over the
continent.

This paper concentrates on conflicts taking place outside Europe as
a pre-eminent source of violent radicalisation processes within Europe,
mainly within its diaspora communities, whilst keeping in mind that
feedback-processes in the above mentioned direction further contribute
to a deepening radicalisation.

Radical Movements in the Muslim World

Thestrengthening of Islamistmovements inthe Muslim World began
inthe late 1970s as aresult of acrisis in secular postcolonial development
projects in Arab countries. Lack of political participation,repression of
the opposition, social injustice resulting in high youth unemployment
and a conflict over values between a Western-oriented clite and the
majority population created a fertile ground for the rise of Islamist mass
movements. External factors like the Arab defeats in the Israeli-Arab
wars, the Islamic revolution in Iran and the war in Afghanistan also
contributed to a boost in Islamist opposition.

The regimes in these countries reacted with rather inconsistent
policies resulting in a playing off of the Islamist perpetrators against
left wing parties alternating with waves of repression which led to them
losing credibility in the eyes of the Islamists (Werenfels 2005). At the
beginning of the 1990s, numerous volunteers from Afghanistan returned
to their home countries. Militarily and ideologically trained with an
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Islamist orientation they attempted to intensify the armed conflict
against their regimes raising the oppositional conflict potential that, for
its part, was reason enough for an increase in security systems in Arab
countries. Even though the conflicts were artificially pacified through
massive repression in the late the 1990s, the underlying constellation of
contrary societal concepts has not yet been overcome.

Conflicts were triggered by groups claiming the unity of state
and religion (Islam) and pursuing the postulate “Islam is the solution”
via military means. The target of these actions was the, in their
eyes, heretic state whose unlslamic and secular structures should be
overcome through an Islamic “society project”. Islamist groups have
succeeded in mobilising the socio-economic-grievances of large parts
of the populations in Tunisia (since 1986), Algeria (since 1991), Egypt
(since 1992), presaged by single events such as the occupation of the
Grand Mosque in Mecca (November 1979); the revolt of the Muslim
Brotherhood in Syrian Hama (1981/82) and the armed actions of the
Bouiali-group in Algeria (1984/85).

These conflicts did not only affect the countries where they took
place, but they also shaped the mindset of many (important) figures
in international radical networks thus creating political consciousness
(Sirseloudi 2007). Also, many “common” radicals, such as the
interviewees of Farhad Khosrokhavar (Khosrokhavar 2006) in French
prisons had their “cognitive opening”® during the events in Algeria

(1) Khosrokhavar calls it an archetypical event in a person’s life (Khosrokhavar
2006:384ff.). It can be a political event with a great impact on the individual, or
an event in every day life with symbolic significance where he reaches a deci-
sion about the antagonism of West towards the Islamic world. An oft-cited trig-
ger event to join radica or Jihadi movements, even when the person was not
particularly religious, was the 1992 military coup in Algeria which represented
violence against Islam, jeopardising Islam and the Ummah by the impious West.
The concept of “cognitive opening” as coined by Wiktorowicz can be a traumatic
biographical event, but it can also be produced intentionally. In order to attract
new recruits, groups can bring about a cognitive opening through discussions and
enlightening Muslims about conflicts in places such as the Palestinian territories,
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following the electoral successes of the Islamist FIS 1991. Even Osama
bin Laden, known for his international orientation with special focus
on Saudi Arabia as the heartland of Islam, and centre of gravity for
Jihad, states that his attention was drawn to the struggle of Islam by
the difficult situation of oppositional Islamists in his mother’s country
of origin, Syria. He was already supporting them financially by the
beginning of the 1980s (Kepel and Milelli 2006:30).

It needs to be considered however that the radical thoughts
motivating young Muslims today often emerged under those very
special conditions. Sayyid Qutb was writing whilst in prison, and an
important element of Al-Zawahiri’s outlook is ascribed to his experience
in prison. When he left Egypt experts assume that he hated the whole
world as a direct result of his experiences in prison.®)

A very special case is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which has
dominated media coverage for decades and which Islamist radicals all
over the world refer to as paradigmatic for the treatment of Muslims.
For many of today’s radical thinkers, the Arab-Israeli wars were the
traumatic events at the beginning of their careers as leaders of radical
Islamism. This is as true for the Palestinian, Abdullah Azzam, al
Qai’dah’s former guiding voice in Afghanistan®, as for the Palestinian,
Abu Qatada, the formerly London based religious leader who was
known as the Al-Qa’idah ambassador in European radical circles.

Kashmir and Bosnia (Wiktorowicz 2005:20f.). This is needed because it shakes
certainty in previously accepted beliefs and renders an individual more receptive
to the possibility of alternative views and perspectives. It also generates a sense
of crisis and urgency. One common method used in bringing about a cognitive
opening is the use of ,mora shock®; fostering the participation of previously
unconnected, concerned citizens with similar ideologies (Wiktorowicz 2005:21).

(1) In his “Black Book™ Zawabhiri presents a large number of reports describing (often
in the first person) acts of torture and abuse (McCants, Brachman et al. 2006).

(2) He called Jihad in Afghanistan a mere prelude to regaining the first Qibla (i.e.
Jerusalem), and believed that most mujaheddin, when asked, would claim that
the path of Jihad must lead to «Bayt al-Maqdis» (i.e. the holy site of Jerusalem)
(McCants, Brachman et al. 2006:38).
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Abu-Musab al-Zargawi, founder of Ansar al Islam® and Al-Tawhid
was born and socialised in Al-Zarqa, Jordan. He was a major figure in
campaigns against the US and its allies in Irag and he also maintained
recruitment networks in Europe before being killed in 2006. Al-Zarga
was a stronghold for the PLO and Palestinian refugees and it is said that
Zargawi spent a lot of time during his youth reading the inscriptions on
gravestones of the fallen Palestinian heroes in the wars against Israel
(Costin 2006; Kepel and Milelli 2006:444). The international radical
network Hizb ut-Tahrir, which aims to undermine governments by
spreading its message through education and non-violent means was
established in 1953 in East Jerusalem under the leadership of Taqi-
al-Din al-Nabhani al-Filistini, a Palestinian who fought Israel and
wanted to restore a pure caliphate under a unified Islamic authority.
Its original members were principally diaspora Palestinians from
Jordan, Syria, Egypt and other North African countries. Hizb ut-Tahrir
rejects democracy entirely and is known for profound anti-Semitism
which reflects the experiences of the founding members with Israel.?
Today, the group has representation all over the world and maintains a
headquarters in Europe with a large organisational base in London. It is
a popular radical organisation among young and intellectual Muslims
and in Western Europe.

As we can see, Palestinians, for example from their Jordan diaspora,
continue to represent a guiding intellectual force of transnational

(1) The group was first known by its original name, Jund al-lslam (Soldiers of Is-
lam). In 2002 it was renamed in Ansar al-Islam (Partisans of Islam). In September
2003, in its inaugural declaration on the internet, the new radical Sunni move-
ment, Ansar al-Sunna, (Partisans of the Sunna) indicated that it was made up of
veteran Jihadists who had fought as members of Ansar al-Islam. In October 2004,
Zarqawi issued an online statement pledging allegiance to al Qai’dah and to Bin
Laden, and changing the name of his organisation from Al Tawhid wal-Jihad to
Tanzim Qai‘dat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn (al Qai’dah in Mesopotamia/Iraq)
(Binnie 2005).

(2) As the name “Islamic Liberation Party” still testifies, the fight of Hizb ut-Tahrir
was originally waged against Israel by expelled Palestinians for the liberation of
Palestine (Steinberg 2005:39f.).
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radical Islamism. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the high number
of Palestinian refugees all over the Muslim world enjoys special
attention in Islamist radical thought also because of its long duration.
According to recent studies, most Jihad ideologues are of either Saudi
or Palestinian origin, replacing, to a large extent, the former dominance
of Egyptians (Kepel and Milelli 2006; McCants, Brachman et al. 2006).
The framing of the conflict as religiously motivated, is reinforced by
Israel’s self-definition as a “Jewish state”, and the rise of new religiously
motivated Palestinian organisations like Hamas, evoking the idea of a
Judaeo-Christian conspiracy against Muslims. The difficult progress of
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, and its de facto standstill since
September 2000, with ensuing trans-Arabic consequences, has also
contributed to the conflictiveness of the whole region.!). The current
developments indicate a worsening of the situation and has an important
impact on radical Islamist propaganda.

In general armed conflicts directly feed the propaganda®
machinery in two ways: firstly, by showing victims such as Palestinian
children killed by Israeli soldiers inducing what Wiktorowicz calls a
“cognitive opening” rendering individuals more receptive to extreme
views (Wiktorowicz 2005). Secondly, by showing the defeat of

(1) Deaths (combatants and civilians) related to the conflict since September 2000:
4,500 Palestinians and 1,024 Israeli (The Israeli Information Center for Human
Rights in the Occupied Territories, www.btselem.org). Territorial questions, or
such concerning sovereignty or the distribution of natural resources (esp. water)
are not on the agenda yet. The discourse remains dominated by security issues,
while facts gain normativity.

(2) Armed conflicts present opportunities to produce propaganda videos; creating he-
roes and presenting clear-cut friend and foe distinctions. At the same time, shoo-
tings are not only a valuable instrument for propaganda projects necessary for
radicalisation and recruitment, they also play an important role in fundraising
activities for militant groups, nurturing the conflict and contributing indirectly
to the radicalising effects. Mr. Gharib, a Kurdish militant and Ansar media chief,
commented in an interview on the value of shootings recorded on video during
battle: “These CDs were extremely important, because they were our source of in-
come; we sent them back up the cash chain to our donors,” “After one successful
attack, funding came in like rain ... from everywhere.” (Peterson 2003)

52



Western soldiers, their humiliation or beheadings in order to underline
the certain victory of the Jihad cause. Conflicts where Muslims fight
directly against the West, are best suited for this kind of pre-constructed
good-evil differentiation.

Conflictsand the Radicalisation in Diaspora Communities

In the diaspora only a very small percentage of immigrants are
directly affected by the conflicts. Namely refugees or those persecuted
in their repressive home countries on the basis of their Islamist political
opinion and activity. In liberal Western societies under freedom of
speech, heated religio-political discussions that would not have been
allowed to take place in the countries of origin, increase and sometimes
escalate into different kinds of radicalisation processes. In the worst
case these arguments turn against the very same country of residence as
the assumed backer of “infidel” Arab regimes.

When it comes to international conflicts, e.g. conflicts between
the country of origin and the Muslim migrants’ country of residence
different dynamics do evolve — as might be the case in international
interventions. A Norwegian study analysing international interventions
as triggers for terrorist campaigns, which can be interpreted as violent
culmination of radicalisation processes®, showed a very interesting
result (Kjek, Hegghammer et al. 2003:30). The majority of the terrorist
attacks reacting to international interventions such as the Gulf War,
Operation Desert Storm or the Multinational Forces in Lebanon, 1982-
84, were actually carried out by groups that had no apparent stake in
the conflict.? Indirectly involved groups and individuals rather than
stake-holders are mainly the radicalised ones. For many of these
groups, the interventions epitomised the imperialist oppression of
defenceless Third World states and justified a violent protest against

(1) Another possible trajectory of radicalisation might, for example, also lead to high
scale violence such as the Paris banlieue riots in autumn 2005.

(2) See also Petter Nesser on the impact of Iraq war on Jihadist terrorism in Europe
(Nesser 2006).

53



this imperialism. It seems that global and manichaean ideologies — in
this respect “Jihad” and “fakfir”® narratives exhibit great similarities
— are prone to this quasi-imperialist argumentation. Furthermore, it has
to be considered that the intensity of reactive radicalisation processes
depends on the perceived political legitimacy and the use of force during
the intervention. Apart from that there is a tendency that large powers
suspected of having imperialist ambitions and/or countries that keep a
high profile during the intervention are also suspected of pursuing their
own interests, whereas lesser powers participating in the effort are often
shielded.

These conflicts can be exploited by violence-prone perpetrators in
their search for legitimating their own hate campaigns without taking
the risk to be drawn into the original conflict. In this arena Islamists are
taking over the dominant role that radical leftists used to occupy in the
1970s and 1980s (Sirseloudi 2004).

From a psychological point of view, radicalisation towards an
international orientation allows a psychologically satisfying solution
for second generation diaspora members who feel rejected by the
majority society and at the same time want to distance themselves from
the culture of their parents which is shaped by the country of origin. By
turning towards global Jihad, they manage to differentiate themselves
from their parents without betraying their roots; taking revenge for own
sufferings whilst fighting in the name of a higher cause by defending
brothers in faith where they appear to be threatened by Western powers
(Sirseloudi 2008). In this way conflicts between Muslims and non-

(1) The concept of “al-takfir” means the act of denouncing someone as an “infidel” or
something as “impious”. This includes Muslims perceived to have adopted beliefs
deemed antithetical to the Islamist cause, including the Shia and all Muslims who
willingly accept or collaborate with pro-democratic protagonists. Subscribers to
this particular ideology or mindset tend to brand Muslims who do not convert to
‘pure’ Islam or Muslims who in their eyes have lapsed as “infidels” against whom
the use of violence is justified. They also regard the violent Jihad as a duty for
Muslims.
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Muslim parties serve to legitimise aggression against the West in
general and the country of residence in concreto.

Concerning the intellectual embedment of local conflicts in Jihadi
narratives, there are two kinds of contextualisation of the broader picture
of a dualistic worldview. One is the political, quasi-imperialistic, the
other is a purely religious though, of course, we will also find forms
straddling these two poles.» Political manichaeism is the logical
extrapolation of the fight against corrupt regimes in a global(ised)
context. We assume that Muslims of different countries become aware
of similar problems in their home countries which truly exist as a matter
of regional similarities and blame Westernised elites as well as the
Western powers that back them. The common grievances give rise to a
growing consciousness of a coherent exploited “Muslim World”.® In
militant networks, this perception of shared fate is further deepened by
the participation in military campaigns. “Brothers in arms” are bound
together through the common war experience (Afghanistan, Bosnia,
Chechnya and now Iraq) by strong bonds of blood and sweat created in
battle under the omnipresent danger of death.

Abdullah Azzam, former spiritual leader of the mujaheddin in
Afghanistan, was already pursuing the goal of creating a brotherhood
that would obliterate any ethnic or regional distinctions consisting
of holy Muslim warriors trained in waging military campaigns and
instructed in religion and unity.® The continuing fight of this vanguard
is necessary for the creation as well as for the maintenance of the
imagined community of a global Ummah.® It even creates its own
martyrs who fulfil the role of quasi-saints in the new religion of takfir

(1) Osama Bin Laden, for example, often oscillates between a religious, a na.

(2) On a more elaborated approach towards the social causes of terrorism in the Arab
Society see (Al-Badayneh 2007).

(3) According to the “Militant Ideology Atlas” Abdullah Azzam is still one of the most
cited authorsin Jihadi ideological texts (McCants, Brachman et al. 2006).

(4) The term “imagined community” - here adapted to a global collective identity -
was first coined and elaborated by Benedict Anderson in his lucid analysis on the
emergence of national identities in Europe (Anderson 1983)..

55



and Jihad. In the absence of other satisfying alternatives in collective
identities as differentiated from the rest of society, diaspora Muslims
with different national origin developing a common identity are the
most vulnerable to this kind of thought.

The purely religious framing of local conflicts legitimises the
armed struggle against the West as a personal or collective religious
duty to liberate Arab lands. This can mean overcoming current foreign
repression in countries with a majority of the Muslim population
(defensive), but it can also be interpreted in a broader sense as the
reconquest of all the land that ever lay under Muslim rule such as
large areas of Spain, Turkey, the Balkans and of course Jerusalem
(offensive). The most radical approach is represented by the will to
subjugate the whole world to the glory of Allah. An example of this
was former Hizb ut-Tahrir member and founder of al-Muhajiroun Omar
Bakri Mohammed calling for Queen Elizabeth Il to convert to Islam
and threatening that Muslims would not rest until “the black flag of
Islam flies over Downing Street” (Wiktorowicz 2005:9).

For all these kinds of religious duties to fight, participation in
Jihad is the test for true commitment in establishing Islam at any cost.
Abdullah Azzam believed that only by continued armed struggle the
unified strength of Muslims is brought to bear on their supposed enemies.
It is also a crude attempt to mimic the early struggles of the Prophet
Mohammed, preparing for a promised apocalyptic holy war against the
excommunicated “infidel regimes”, Jews, Hindus, and anyone else who
might stand in the way of creating a global Islamic empire.

The internationalised conflicts, such as Iraq or Afghanistan, keep
Jihad going and offer a fertile environment for roaming fighters who
cannot return anywhere, but who are well trained and interlinked
throughout the Muslimworld. These veteranswho build the impenetrable
backbone of transnational radical networks and who contribute to the
perpetuation of armed struggle mainly as recruitment authorities, are
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admired as heroes by young and vulnerable Muslims all over the world®
Conclusion

Although we first assumed that domestic conflicts in the Muslim
World have a very large impact on radicalisation processes in Europe,
This is only half the truth. These conflicts — sometimes fought out
in armed struggles; sometimes suppressed by local regimes — have
contributed and still contribute to radicalisation worldwide.® However,
regarding the direct radicalisation of Muslim diaspora communities,
it seems that international interventions in countries with Muslim
majorities also play a significant role, especially because they give
the opportunity of open battle, i.e. the chance to wage an individual
Jihad. Conflicts in the countries of origin of the diaspora populations
fill the reservoirs of international Jihad many of the members of radical
transnational networks have been members of radical groups in their
home countries — possibly striking back at their countries of origin
via the internationalist detour. This seems to have been the case in the
Casablanca bombings, 16 May 2003, in which Moroccans radicalised
in Europe or through transnational radical networks, attacked their
country of origin (Mekhennet, Sautter et al. 2006). Nowadays most of
the broader conflicts in North Africa have been partly transferred to the
socio-political arena (see Morocco or Egypt for example) whilst pure
repression remains the exception. Of course, many individuals who left
their countries for Europe because of persecution keep their resentment.
However, rather than waging their war against their own regime alone,
we observe that the ones willing to act take more and more advantage of

(1) More than a military contest, the Jihadist campaign is above all a missionary
enterprise. Jihadist terrorist operations are intended to attract attention, demon-
strate capability, and harm the Jihadists’ enemies, although they are also aimed at
galvanizing the Muslim community and, above all, inciting and attracting recruits
to the cause. Recruiting is not merely meant to fill operational needs. It is an end
in itself: It aims at creating a new mindset (Jenkins 2007).

(2) Most of the new recruits and followers or militant radical groups in the Arab World
come from other Islamist movements (Escobar Stemmann 2006:5).
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the synergy effects of transnational networks and in doing so they also
adopt broader enemy concepts. It also seems easier to act as a diffuse
network in a global multi perpetrator-scenario with complex conflict-
lines than as a visible opposition group of an Arab regime.®

Butade-contextualised Jihad-ideology, paired withthe interpretation
of Jihad as an individual duty, often also appeals directly to Muslims
(and not infrequently converts) in Europe. ldeology as radicalisation
vehicle is gaining ground against direct involvement, which, for its part,
often ends up leading to direct engagement. International conflicts, in
which Western parties fight against Muslims are globally perceived as
a defensive Jihad, and attract young fighters from all over the world to
fulfil their personal Jihadi duty; be this as frustrated diaspora members
identifying with the global Ummah, or as a people who feel betrayed and
oppressed by the regimes in their respective Muslim countries.

Armed conflicts give these individuals the opportunity to create
cohesive networks of people who trust and help each other in any
given situation, provided that the (often un-trained) warriors survive
the fights. Fighting shoulder to shoulder against the worlds most
powerful armies, in, for example, Afghanistan, Irag, and partially in the
occupied Palestinian territories, brings the radical militant brotherhood,
Abdullah Azzam dreamt of, closer to realisation. This global network,
integrating all conflicts involving Muslims, and especially the ones in
which powerful Western armies can be fought with guerrilla tactics,
attrition and terrorist attacks, will gain in importance and strength,
because a pacification of the main conflicts of this genre Afghanistan,
Iraq and Israel is nowhere in sight. Furthermore, these conflicts — apart
from enjoying greater religious legitimacy as defensive Jihad, as
opposed to simply fighting the political regimes in Muslim countries
— are producing pictures and myths for a self-perpetuating ideological

(1) For a further elaboration on the differences between transnational radical networks,
national radical subcultures and sub-national radical communities see (Waldma-
nn, Sirseloudi et al. 2009).
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justification of the fight. In a globalised mass media world, where people
have access to the same contents, regardless of their actual location, this
strengthening of Jihadi ideology will contribute more than anything
else to the radicalisation of people searching for faith and hold in a
radical narrative; be they in Europe or anywhere else in the world.
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Radicalization Incubatorsand Terrorism
Recruitment in theArab World
Abstract

This paper reviews the process of radicalization, incubators and
terrorists recruitment in the Arab World. Terrorist profile in the Arab
world does not fit many of the Westerns stereotypes and profiles that
shape public expectations. Most terrorists and terrorists leaders are ordi-
nary people, and it is rare that individuals involved in terrorist incidents
suffer from mental illness or disorders. The involvement in terrorismis
a gradual process and usually the result of radicalization. This is feeling
of alienation, exclusion, inequality and unjust typically occurring over
a period of years.

Terrorists groups initiate not as radical groups. Radicalization in-
cubators like mosques, work, internet and universities may start and
facilitate the initial contact. The relative isolation and deprivation of
the individual from the other significant roles (family, relatives, friends,
and local community) weakens his/her bond to society and enhances
the individual bonding to the terrorist group. Radicalization creates the
motivational or cognitive preconditions ripe for terrorism.

Understanding radicalization and the formation of terrorist group
in the Arab World drives beyond the traditional criminological, socio-
logical and psychological explanations offered by the Western scholars
and experts of violence. Terrorist groups are distinct in their formation,
structure and function. Those are highly adjustable and adaptable to
the rapid changing environment in the digital age. Traditional social
bond and social investment (i.e., education, marriage, job.. etc.) do not
have the same effects on terrorist group. New theoretical paradigm in
Criminology is needed to develop theories and models that can account
for the distinctive patterns seen in the terrorist groups and in the lives
of terrorists.



| ntroduction

According to UN estimates, the Arab countries will be a home
to some (395) million people by 2015 (compared to about (317) mil-
lion in 2007, and (150) million in 1980). In a region where a need for
peace, reforms, transparency, anticorruption policies, fighting poverty
and unemployment, democracy, and human rights protection is very
much demanded. The most evident and challenging aspect of the re-
gion‘s demographic profile is its youth bulge. Young people are the
fastest growing segment of Arab countries populations. Some (60%)
of the population is under (25), making this one of the most youthful
regions in the world, with a median age of (22) years compared to the
global average of (28). (Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
Population Division, 2009).

A widely accepted viewpoint among terrorism experts and coun-
ter-terrorism practitioners is that terrorism depends on the radicaliza-
tion of itsinstigators and perpetrators. For example, in arecent issue of
the Jamestown Foundation‘s Terrorism Monitor, Pantucci (2008) notes
that the U.K. Ministry of Justice and Home Office fear the potential
for high profile terrorist prisoners to radicalize susceptible imprisoned
youths (p. 6). Similarly, Sageman noted in his expert testimony to the
U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs that the understanding of this process of radicalization is critical
to assess the threat facing the West and should be the basis guiding
our interventions to counter it (June 27, 2007, p. 1). Radicalization, by
most accounts, creates the motivational or cognitive preconditions ripe
for terrorism. Therefore, understanding and combating radicalization
of this sort would appear to be an important prerequisite for effectively
combating terrorism (Mandel, 2010)

Exclusion leads to alienation and frustration. People turn to radical-
ization to restore harmony with society. Moghaddam (2004) identifies
isolation of the group from larger society as one of the most important



factors explaining the group’s turn to violence. A strong relationship
is found between national income (or distribution of income) and ter-
rorism. This, in turn indicates that economic development may be a
useful tool to reduce terrorism. However, education without empow-
erment might be a contributing factor to the problem (Ganier, 2009).
Crenshaw (2000), in her review of the research in the area of terrorist
psychology, found that personality factors do not account for terrorists
behavior. At the individual level, terrorist organizations use psychologi-
cal vulnerability and personal crisis as catalysts for recruitment rather
than rather than economic distress (Pedahzur and Perliger, 2006). In his
revision of the psychological research during the 1970s and the 1980s,
Horgan (2005) did not find specific types for terrorist personality (AL-
Badayneh, 2010).

Much of the research and policy making reactions to the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 terrorist attacks focused on a military response, but did
little on the psychological, sociological, criminological or correction-
a aspect of the problem. Believing that putting terrorists behind bars
would remove the threat of further attacks. Over time, the situation has
changed. Policy makers and security people began to realize that ter-
rorism is multifaceted problem and needs a multi-le solution and actors
on different levels. Military solution will not solve the problem and ter-
rorist move from one place to another like a ghost, and they have used
prison as incubator to disseminate their thoughts, ideol ogies and recruit
new members. Terrorists and extremist jihadist seek to inspire new gen-
erations of terrorists to continue the terrorism cycle (Ezzarqu, 2010).

Radicalization

Radicalization can occur with any extremist group. Groups which
support nationalistic movements, environmental issues, religious ex-
tremism, political ideology, animal rights, aboriginal rights, political
independence are included as examples of radicalization. Is the process
of radicalization similar among all groups? If motivations or ideology



differ, do the sources remain the same at the micro and antecedent lev-
els? Arethe means used the samein order to achieve the ends. Although
radical groups are not equally dangerous, the macro and micro elements
and the incipient sources are present although in some radicalization
instances. The incipient factors may be more obvious or more obscure
(Pressman, 2008 ).

Radicalization and extremism are complex and multifaceted phe-
nomena that have been successfully exploited by terrorist groups in
spreading their ideology, even among the most excluded segments of
the population throughout the world. This is further intensified by the
strategic use of a variety of media, including the internet, which pro-
vides them with the ability to disseminate a broad-ranging quantity of
teaching and propaganda, fostering the ideal environment for a virtual
ummah. The latter is characterised with inter-connection regardless of
their geographical location.

The word jihad is often assumed to mean holy war, but its mean-
ing is more complex. The phrase derives from the Arabic for struggle.
Within Islam, there are two forms of jihad: the Greater Jihad and the
Lesser Jihad. The Greater Jihad refersto an individual’s personal strug-
gle to live a good and charitable life and adhere to God’s commands as
understood within Islam. This is a strictly personal and non-violent phe-
nomenon. The Lesser Jihad refers to violent struggle on behalf of Is-
lam. Thejihadis then are literally those who struggle. This term is typi-
cally used to describe individuals who have volunteered to fight in the
Lesser Jihad, and the expression is used by members of groups such as
al-Qaeda to describe themselves. (Mujahideen, meaning holy warriors,
is another expression commonly used to refer to Muslims engaged in
the Lesser Jihad). Sageman (2004) studied 172 individuals who were or
are members of extremist Islamist organizations. Post (1990: 29) noted
that every terrorist group is unique and must be studied in the context
of its own . . . culture and history.

Radicalization is by definition a process of change in which non-
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violent individuals come to endorse and promote violent activity. As
terrorism expert Brian Michael Jenkins states:

“Terrorists do not fall from the sky...they emerge from a set of
strongly held beliefs. They are radicalized. Then they become
terrorists”. (Gartenstein-Ross & Grossman, 2009).

Radicalization in the Arab World does not differ in its essence from
radicalization in the world. It is shaped with religion extremist thoughts
mixed with some social and cultural taboos. It does not necessarily
adopt the use of violenceto achieve it goals. But it holds a belief in the
use of force to restore Ummah dignity. In many cases, the radicaliza-
tion group form a political non-violent political party and underground
violent wing or group. In Europe, radicalization refers to the process
of adopting an extremist belief system and the willingness to use, sup-
port, or facilitate violence and fear as a method of effecting changesin
society (Precht, 2007). In Canada, the term radicalization is defined by
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) as:

“the process by which individuals are introduced to an overly
ideological message and belief system and taught or encour-
aged to follow thought and behavior patternsthat could eventu-
ally (but not always) lead to extremist activity or direct action”
(RCMP, 2007).

As can be seen from this definition, it does not assume the adoption
of violence. The Dutch Intelligence Service (AIVD) defines radicaliza-
tionasa

“Serious unabated threat. Radicalization is considered a danger
to the democratic legal order and includes the use of undemo-
cratic methods including violence” (AIVD, 2005, 2007).

This definition assumes the use of force and violence as an undem-
ocratic method. In USA, a distinction between violent and non-violent
radicalization was made. The U.S. House of Representatives Act H.R.
1955 cited as the Violent Radicalization and Homegrown Terrorism
Prevention Act of 2007. In this act



“Violent radicalization is defined as the process of adopting or
promoting an extremist belief system for the purpose of facili-
tating ideologically based violence to advance political, reli-
gious, or socia change”.

David R. Mandel (2010) defined radicalization as:

“Radicalization refers to an increase in and/or reinforcing of
extremism in the thinking, sentiments, and/or behavior of indi-
viduals and/or groups of individuals”.

The forces or processes that give rise to extremism, of course, still
need to be much better understood. That will require multiple lines of
inquiry. Also, it needs to focus on the psychological —namely, the cog-
nitive, emotive, and motivational —characteristics and processes that
support extremism and collective violence (e.g., see Miller, 2004; New-
man & Erber, 2002; Stern, 2003). A second line of inquiry might include
better understanding the organizational processes and structures that
facilitate the recruitment of individuals into radicalized groups (e.g.,
Sageman, 2004). A third line could focus on a much clearer articulation
of therole of instigators and other categories of actor that act asfacilita-
tors or catalysts for extremism (e.g., Mandel, 2002a, 2002b; Victoroff,
2005). A fourth line could examine the broader set of socio-cultural
factors that may regulate the expression of extremism. A fifth line of in-
quiry could investigate the characteristics of ideas or memes (Dawkins,
1976), those basic building blocks of culture, which become associ-
ated with radical groups and movements and make extremist messages
sticky or contagious (e.g., Heath & Heath, 2007). Finally, efforts to in-
tegrate understanding across these lines of inquiry are needed not only
for comprehensive theory building but also to assist policy makers in
understanding how best to effectively counter violent extremism with
limited resources in a rapidly changing and uncertain world.



Sour ces of Radicalization

Sources of radicalization are defined and examined in the light of
the ecological perspective. Five major sources of radicalization are de-
termined.

The first source of radicalization is Micro system. It exists and
functions at the individual level. It constitutes the individualized driver
of radicalization, and is the force behind the source of radicalization in
the setting in which the individual lives. These contextsinclude the per-
son’s family, peers, school, and neighborhood. It is in the micro system
that the most direct interactions with social agents take place; with par-
ents, peers, and teachers, for example. The individual is not a passive
recipient of experiences in these settings, but someone who helps to
construct the settings. Force sources of radicalization drive the process
of radicalization. These forces are related to the life experiences of the
individual. They occur as a result of the interaction of the individual to
environmental situations and events. These sources are considered mi-
cro level sources because they occur at the level of the individual and
not at the theoretical level. The drivers are psychological factors which
include subconscious thoughts, environmental or situational factors,
emotional responses to events and situations, inspirational forces and
opportunity factors. These forces create reactions which are push forces
driving the individual to the radicalization process. This set of sources
constitutes the micro level reactive force sources of radicalization.

The second source of radicalization is Mesosystem. It refers to
relations between microsystems or connections between contexts. Ex-
amples are the relation of family experiences to school experiences,
school experiences to church experiences, and family experiences to
peer experiences. For example, children whose parents have rejected
them may have difficulty developing positive relations with teachers.

The third source of radicalization is Exosystem. It involves links
between a social setting in which the individual does not have an active



role and the individual’s immediate context. For example, a husband's
or child’s experience at home may be influenced by a mother’s expe-
riences at work. The mother might receive a promotion that requires
more travel, which might increase conflict with the husband and change
patterns of interaction with the child.

The fourth source of radicalization is Macrosystem. It describes
the culture in which individuals live. Cultural contexts include devel-
oping and industrialized countries, socioeconomic status, poverty, and
ethnicity. A macro-level radicalization exists and functions at the cul-
tural social level. It constitutes the motivational source of radicalization.
There are many types of radicalization caused by different ideological
goals which provide the motivation for radicalization. Radicalization is
caused by nationalistic aspirations (nationalistic radicalization), sepa-
ratist causes (separatist radicalization), fervent commitment to a moral
or ethical cause (single cause radicalization). This reflects the desire to
bring about political, social, religious change or these goals in some
combination (socio-political radicalization, politico-religious radicali-
zation). These constitute macro level ideological motivational sources
of radicalization.

Figure 1 Sources of Radicalization
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The fifth source of radicalization is Chronosystem. It consists
of the patterning of environmental events and transitions over the life
course, as well as socio-historical circumstances. For example, divorce
is one transition. Researchers have found that the negative effects of
divorce on children often peak in the first year after the divorce. By
two years after the divorce, family interaction is less chaotic and more
stable. As an example of socio-historical circumstances, consider how
the opportunities for women to pursue a career have increased during
the last thirty years (Bronfenbrenner, 1979; Paquette & Ryan, 2001;
Woodside, Caldwell, Spurr, 2006).

The Radicalization Process

Radicalization is fluid process, It does not have a certain time and
place. Radicalization does not always leads to action. Individual may
enter and withdraw or re-enter the process. Each stage is distinct. Radi-
cal Muslim may never reach the terrorism stage. Radicalization process
can be divided into four stages. These stages are: (1) Pre-Radicaliza-
tion; (2) Self-Identification; (3) Indoctrination and Jihadization stage.
Each stage is unique, independent, sequential and distinctive. Individu-
als who do pass through these stages are quite likely to be involved in
the planning or implementation of aterrorist act.

1. Pre-radicalization stage

The pre-radicalization stage is the first stage in the radicalization
process. It is influenced by internal and external factors. Motivation
in this stage includes three types: Jilted believer, acceptance seeker,
faith reinterpretation. Terrorism incubators included but not limited to:
mosque, internet, family, school, work, rest house, prison.
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Figure 2 Radicalization Group Formations
Silber & Bahht, (2007) p.55

Pre-radicalization stage composes of individuals lifestyles, reli-
gion, social status, neighborhood, and education—just prior to the en-
gagement in the path of radicalization. There are common risk factors
-such as demographic factors, social and psychological factors-that
make individuals vulnerable to the radical influence. Risk factors can
operate on different micro-macro levels. The socio-cultural and religion
make-up of the country, state or town plays critical role in providing a
rich ground for the dissemination and growth of the radicalization proc-
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ess. Isolation of certain ethnic groups and enclaves of ethnic popula-
tions serves as ideological sanctuaries for the seeds of radical thought.
The purity and isolation of these groups and communities, the more
vulnerable they are to be penetrated by extremism and terrorists. Living
isolated and alienated within a society provides an increased desire to
bond with others of the same identity. Youth are the most targeted group
to radical groups. Most targeted youths are frustrated, successful col-
lege students, the unemployed, and petty criminals As Dr.Marc Sage-
man, a former CIA case officer and author of Understanding Terrorist
Networks, noted,

“There is really no profile, just similar trajectories to joining the
jihad and that most of these men were upwardly and geograph-
ically mobile. They came from moderately religious, caring,
middle-class families. They are skilled in computer technology.
They spoke three, four, five, six languages including three pre-
dominant Western languages: German, French and English.”
(Al Qaeda Today: The New Face of Global Jihad, PBS.org).
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Figure (3) the Radicalization Process. Adopted from Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation Intelligence Assessment (2006). P. 4

2. Identification Stage

In this stage the individual is alienated from social bonds, former
life, and affiliates, and strengthening his ties with the radical group and
individual. Trying to build his new identity.

3. Indoctrination Stage

In this stage individual is convinced to take an action. Individual in
this stage is unsure and unfamiliar with how to participate. It includes
extensive inspection and operational tests to measure the recruit' s will-
ingness to participate in an attack. It allows the recruit to test his own
resolve.
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4. Indoctrination Stage

This is the final stage. Action can be accomplished by different
means including the participation in the terrorist attacks, incidents, fa-
cilitation, recurrent, or financing. The last three tasks are offered roles
for individuals who are not able or unwilling to engage in an attack.
Individuals are drawn to killing their fellow citizen through acts of ter-
rorism because their beliefs and grievances have been exploited to be-
come a driving force to carry out such attacks. According to Rohan
Gunaratna, a renowned international terrorism expert, individuals are
ideologically driven and not operationally driven.

Radicalization I ncubators

The process of radicalization needs incubators that provide the ex-
tremist the fuel for radicalizing venues, and serve as agents' radicalism.
Incubators become their lairs,and meeting places. Certain location may
be selected for radical gathering (i.e., mosques, private farms, or private
rest places, cafes, cab driver hangouts, flophouses, prisons, student as-
sociations, nongovernmental organizations, hookah (water pipe) bars,
butcher shops and book stores). They form a radical subculture commu-
nity, which is prevalent with extremist rhetoric. The virtual incubator
provides an interactive and virtual interaction through the Internet, with
its extremist websites and chat-rooms.

Mosgue.

The mosqgue is a place of worship where extremists can interact
and observe Muslimism commitment to the faith and their reaction to
the Islamic message given by the Imam. It is a place where radicaliza-
tion process might start, especially with unemployed youth. This group
in society lacks social investment and has a weak social bond. Unem-
ployed youth is considerably a perfect target to recruitment in terrorism
attacks.

Moreover, for militant jihadists, for example, the location where
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sentiments about what is not right may be strongest and most readily
identified and expressed are in religious institutions. Thus, the recruit-
ers focus on areas of deepest sentiment is not necessarily bounded by
socioeconomic factors.

| nter net

It has been clearly established that terrorist organizations have
adopted unusual and innovative ways of using cutting-edge online tech-
nologiesto expand their movements. Al-Qa’ida’s principal mediawing,
al-Sahab Media Production, has recently released a flood of new audio
and video recordings over Arabic-language internet chat forums, and
has even solicited open questions from forum participants to be ad-
dressed by al-Qa’ida’s second-incommand, Ayman al-Zawahiri. Yet,
while much time and thought has been dedicated to studying the physi-
cal content broadcast over these chat forums, there has been far less
attention focused on studying the individual users who populate them.
In fact, during the past three years, these extremist forums have not only
been used as a cover for al-Qa’ida’s propaganda war, but have evolved
into a disturbing MySpace-like social-networking hub for homegrown
extremists around the world intent on becoming the next generation of
terrorists, hijackers and even suicide bombers. Muntada al-Ansar and
al-Ekhlaas now operate as black holes in cyberspace, drawing in and
indoctrinating sympathetic recruits, teaching them basic military skills
and providing a web of social contacts that bridges directly into the
ranks of al-Qa’ida. Rather than simply using the web as a weapon to de-
stroy the infrastructure of their enemies, al-Qa’'idaisusing it instead as
alogistical tool to revolutionize the process of terrorist enlistment and
training. Ironically, these chat forums are based on the same viral meth-
odology behind the success of many contemporary American high-tech
enterprises. This is the hidden dark side of online social-networking —
as a virtual factory for the production of terrorists. (Kohlmann, 2008)

16



Universities

The university environment is an attractive environment for po-
litical parties and for election. It provides a safe, and free climate for
people to interact on different personal levels. Terrorist may look at the
university environment not only for its free and safe character, but it
is heterogamous population removable (transformable) and has an at-
tractive target group of youth, of whom the unemployment is waiting
for them, and a sense of injustice and inequality is already established
due to the social difference in the university. Recruited students will
disseminate the terrorists thoughts and plans to the wider and random
society.

Prison—A Radicalizing Cauldron

Prisons can play a critical role in both triggering and reinforcing
the radicalization process. The prison‘s isolated environment, ability to
create a captive audience atmosphere, its absence of day-to-day distrac-
tions, and its large population of disaffected young men, makes it an
excellent breeding ground for radicalization.

Radicalization requires that the individual enter a mental process
that is transformative, with a personal change that conditions him to
violent behavior. In other words, radicalization comprises internalizing
a set of beliefs, a militant mindset that embraces violent jihad as the
paramount test of one’s conviction. The growing number of detainees
in jails, most particularly of violent extremists, contributes to further
entrenching radicalization among inmates, providing a safe-haven for
recruitment and development of the jihadist narrative. The more expe-
rienced‘ (Ezzarqu, 2010).

The situation in prison looks alike what is called Stockholm Syn-
drome or (hostage syndrome), as there are people who match between
the victim and the hostage’s case, because of the physical and psycho-
logical threatening by the perpetrator. This kind of victim believes that
that there is no way to be escaped, because the perpetrator controls
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completely the whole situation, and that what the perpetrator presents
or offer kindly sometimes is a result of isolating the victim from the
external world, victim develops a bond between him/her and the cap-
tor (Graham & Rawlins,1991). Two of the Madrid bombers--Moroccan
Jamal Ahmidan and Algerian Alleka Lamari— were either radicalized
or more deeply indoctrinated in prison.

Terrorism Recruitment

However, it might be useful to identify predisposing risk factors
for involvement in terrorism (Horgan 2005) as a prelude to some form
of risk assessment for prediction of involvement. These factors may
include the following:

1. The presence of some emotional vulnerability, in terms of feel-
ings of anger, alienation (often synonymous with feelings of be-
ing culturally uprooted or displaced and a longing for a sense of
community), and disenfranchisement. For example, some alien-
ated young British Muslims, looking for guidance and leadership
that they do not get from mosque leaders because of a perception
that the leaders are too old, too conservative, and out of touch
with their world, may turn elsewhere for guidance and clarity.

2. Dissatisfaction with their current activity, whether it be political
or social protest, and the perception that conventional political
activity just does not work or produce results. A related issue
here is that violent radicals view terrorism as absolutely neces-
sary. For example, in a video message before blowing up himself
and six others in London, Mohammad Sidique Khan employed
the language of war in urging British Muslims to oppose the
British Government. The view is that terrorism is a necessary,
defensive, and, above all, urgent activity against an offensive
enemy perceived as bent on humiliating and subjugating its vic-
tims.

3. Identification with victims—either real, in terms of personal vic-

18



timization (e.g., by the military or police) or less tangible. For
European Muslims who become involved in violent jihad, this
identification is with Palestinian victims of the Palestinian-Israe-
li conflict, victims in Iraq, or the conflict in Kashmir. In Khan‘s
video testimony, he blamed his behavior on the actions of the
United States and United Kingdom: bombing, gassing, impris-
onment and torture of my people,identifying with the suffering
of Muslims around the world even though he came from York-
shire, in northern England.

4. Crucially, the person has to believe that engaging in violence
against the state or its symbols is not inherently immoral. This
belief, while it may be fine-tuned by a religious figure, is usually
held by the time the person has decided to become involved to
the point of engaging in terrorism.

5. Also important is a sense of reward that the recruit has about
what being in this movement represents. All suicide bombers,
across the world, have one thing in common. They come to be-
lieve that they will achieve more in death than they ever could in
life, a very powerful motivating factor not only in initial recruit-
ment but also interms of sustaining that person’s commitment to
the movement once a member. In practical terms, involvement
might result in heightened status, respect, or authority within the
immediate peer group, the broader radical movement, and (at
least as imagined by the recruit) the wider Muslim community.
The clearest answer to why someone wants to become involved
in a suicidal mission is that the person seeks the kind of mar-
tyrdom and accompanying rewards on display as when violent
radical Web sites hailed the 7/7 bombers as heroic martyrs and
exalted them as amost pop stars.

6. Finally, kinship or other social ties to those experiencing similar
issues, or already involved, are crucial (Sageman 2004).
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The Unemployment Youth: The Target

The average of unemployment among Arab youth is (28.9%) com-
pared to (14.4%) worldwide. The Arab youth share of unemployment
average is (51.6%) compared to world average of (47.4%). However,
the youth unemployment rates vary from a high of about (45.6%) in
Algeria to a low of (6.3%) in the UAE (Figure2). With the exception
of the latter, high income Arab countries suffer from double digit youth
unemployment rates: Saudi Arabia (26%); Kuwait (23%); Bahrain
(21%); and, Qatar (17%). Relatively high youth unemployment rates
are recorded for the middle income Arab countries: Jordan (39%); Lib-
ya (27%); Tunisia (27%); Egypt (26%); Lebanon (21%); Oman (20%);
Syria (20%); and Morocco (16%).

The low income Arab countries also report relatively high rates:
Mauritania (44%), Sudan (41%), Djibouti (38%), and, Yemen (29%).
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Figure (2) Share of Arab Youth in Total Unemployment (%) (light)
Youth (age 15-24) unemployment per cent 2005 Arab World (bold).
Data Source : Arab Labor Organization, (2009) in Arabic
http://www.alolabor.org/
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There are three factors that affect the terrorism recruitment:

1. Terrorists focus their recruitment where sentiments about per-
ceived deprivation are deegpest and most pervasive. This might
be viewed through Gurr’s lens of relative deprivation or in Bo-
rum’s model, that which is not right.This observation warrants
a qualifying caveat, however, which is that not all terrorist or-
ganizations arelooking for the same kinds of people, and differ-
ent recruiting ‘pools’ are more useful in identifying individuals
for some kinds of group roles than for others.

2. Socia networks and interpersonal relationships provide critical
connections for recruitment into terrorist organizations. One‘s
network of social relationships and personal connectionsto spe-
cific individuals often play a key role in decisions to enter a
terrorist group. Marc Sageman (2004197) analyzed the cases
of approximately 172 global Salafi mujahedin and found that
nearly two thirds joined the jihad collectively as part of a small
group (bunch of guys) or had a longtime friend who already
had joined. For most terrorist recruits, their first approach or
exposure to the terrorist organization comes from someone they
know. In other cases, a recruiter may use new recruits to iden-
tify other prospects or leverage other important relationships to
hook the individual. That leverage can be emotional (e.g., mak-
ing the family proud or avenging harm done to a loved one) or
material (e.g., financial reward that may come to one‘s family
for conducting a martyrdom operation).

3. Effective terrorist recruiters either identify or impart upon the
prospect a sense of urgency and imminence to close the deal.
As we have noted, terrorist organizations always have a broader
base of support than the cadre of members or active operatives.
Not all believers are willing or impelled to act, especially vio-
lently. Terrorist organizations are dangerous places. Minimally,
a recruit risks arrest; in some cases, certain death. For many
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who enter, the decision is not fully informed and they under-
standably are besieged by some underlying ambivalence, de-
spite their endorsement of the cause (Kellen, 1980198).

Youth and Education

Youth bulges in many developing states form the backbone of the
enabling environment. For example, in Jordan (a country with half the
population under the age of twenty-five) a 2005 poll found that nega-
tive sentiments [about America] are particularly strong among youth
and non-€lites, who disapprove of U.S. policies, [and] are skeptical of
American intentions in the region (Hamarneh 2005, 10-11). In Moroc-
co, focus groups revealed that young people were disenchanted with
political parties, except for the Islamist PJD party, whose Islamist agen-
da and conservative discourse appeals to young educated participants*
sense of cultural pride (NDI 2007c, 3). The demographic trends in de-
veloping states, including most parts of the Arab and Muslim world,
indicate that donors need a concerted focus on youth while designing
assistance packages.

It has become apparent, however, that children who attend the
more radicalized madrasas are taught a violent worldview and to de-
spise corrupting Western influences from an early age (e.g., Davis
2002).8 In a number of these schools, according to Ali Riaz (2005, 20),
Children are taught that Muslims all around the world . . . are under
siege from sinister forces which they must fight to the death.It is prima-
rily in the Indian subcontinent (India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh) where
these schools have been used to promote a political agenda— unlike
in the Arab world, where they do not play such a role (most of the
Muslim Brotherhood movement emerged from the secular universities
in Egypt) (Anzar 2003, 17-18). Increasingly, Indonesia resembles the
Indian subcontinent model, rather than the Arab one, as do parts of East
and West Africa
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Age and Gender

The most important biological factors associated with joining a
terrorist are age and gender. Further, most recruitsto terrorist groups are
male. (Farrington 2003). Statistics on violent crime consistently show
that perpetrators are most likely to be males between 15 and 25 years of
age (e.g. Budd et al. 2005). This is a very robust finding that is remark-
ably stable across cultures and regions (e.g. Schonteich 1999). More
crime in general is committed by teenagers and young adults than by
any other age category.

With terrorism, the same factors that attract young men to deviant
activity in other spheres can also play at least a partial role in the attrac-
tion of terrorism holds for a few. Higher impulsivity, higher confidence,
greater attraction to risk-taking and a need for status can al work to
give life as a terrorist a certain appeal for some young males (Stuckless
and Goranson 1992; Cota McKinley et al. 2001). Although young men
make up the majority of terrorist recruits, some recruits are female and
a few are much older. Out of 242 jihadi terrorists identified by Bakker
(2006) in his review of jihadi terrorism in Europe since 2001, 5 were
women. The review found a relatively wide age range, stretching from
16 to 59 at the time of their arrests, but most of the jihadiswerein their
teens to mid-twenties (Bakker 2006).

Terrorists are simply young people seeking fame and thrills, like
all the terrorists all over the world in the past 130 years (Sageman 2008,
151-52). They believe that they are special, part of a small vanguard
trying to build a better world in the name of a cause. These specific
terrorists want to build a utopia modeled on the community around the
Prophet because they claim that it was the only time in world history
when a just and fair community existed. They are willing to sacrifice
themselves for this utopia in the name of God. Contrary to popular be-
lief, radicalization into terrorism is not the product of poverty, various
forms of brainwashing, youth, ignorance or lack of education, lack of
employment, lack of social responsibility, criminality, or mental illness.
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The mobilization of young people into this violent social movement is
based on friendship and kinship. Lately, more than 80 percent of ar-
rested terrorists in Europe and the United States are part of the Muslim
diaspora, mostly second- and now third-generation immigrants (Bakker
2007; Sageman 2008, 140-43). They are radicalized in the West, not in
the Middle East. Usually, they are radicalized in small groups of friends
and relatives, who spontaneously self-organize into groups that later
turn to terrorism.

Education, Career and Marriage

Traditionally, factors such as good educational achievement, good
socioeconomic background and marriage have been associated with
a reduced likelihood of criminal offending. An analysis of the back-
grounds of jihadis, however, suggests that such trends do not apply as
strongly to them. Sageman’s (2004) survey of members of extremist
Islamist groups found that they generally tend to be well educated as
a group. Over 60 percent had some higher or further-level education.
Such findings undermine the view that Islamic extremism can be ex-
plained as a result of ignorance or lack of education. Similarly, about
three-quarters of Islamist extremists came from upper- or middle-class
backgrounds. A relatively small proportion (27 percent) came from
working-class or poor backgrounds.

Sageman (2004) found that 73 percent of members were married,
and that most of these men had children. Bakker (2006) also found
relatively high levels of marriage among jihadis. Family commitments
have clearly not prevented individuals from embracing jihad. West
(1982) found that marriage had no effect among very young adults and
that a preventive effect occurred only among older adults. Ouimet and
LeBlanc (1993) found that cohabitation with a partner is positively as-
sociated with crime among very young adults (18-23 years old). In
this study, marriage was found to contribute to desistance only after
the age of 24. Ouimet and LeBlanc explained the negative impact of an
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early marriage or cohabitation in terms of seeing it as a possible sign
of impulsiveness and that marriage at such young ages could lead to
significant economic difficulties and family discord. Sageman (2004)
highlighted that many jihadi marriages are to wives who share strong
ideological beliefs supporting jihadism (or that the wives® families
share such beliefs). The explanation proposed by Maleckova is that ter-
rorists are motivated by belief in a political cause and not by economic
factors. Thus, factors associated with desistance among other types of
criminal offender (who often are motivated by economic factors) will
have less of an impact on political offenders.

Social | dentity

Identity has been shown to play a vital role in explaining involve-
ment in terrorism. Recruits always belong to the section of society that
supports or shares the aims, grievances and ambitions of the terror-
ist group. In the case of jihadi extremism, individuals need to have a
strong sense of Muslim identity and, equally, to identify strongly with
the wider Muslim community — the ummah. Recruits consistently re-
port that, prior to joining, they perceived they had a very strong connec-
tion to other Muslims across the globe. This wider connection brought
with it a sense of responsibility for these other Muslims, even when the
individual had never met them or travelled to their lands. Research has
shown that individuals who rate their Islamic identity as being more
important than their national or ethnic identity express more positive
views on topics such as jihad and martyrdom (Ansari et al. 2006). Fur-
ther, the 2001 Home Office Citizenship Survey in the UK found that
Muslims are more likely than any other religious groupings to rate their
faith as their primary identity, and that this effect is particularly strong
among young people aged 16-24 (Attwood et al. 2003).

Marginalization

Social marginalization appears to be a common factor in the back-
grounds of most jihadi recruits. Research has shown that most members
of groups such as al-Qaeda joined the jihad while they were living in a
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foreign country or when they were otherwise isolated from older friends
and family. Often these individuals were expatriates — students, work-
ers, refugees — living away from home and family. Sageman (2004)
found that 70 percent joined in a country where they had not grown up;
8 percent were second generation and might not have been fully embed-
ded in their host country. In total, 78 percent of the recruits had been cut
off from their social and cultural origins, far from family and friends.

Catalyst Events/Perceived | njustice

One of the most important elements in understanding the psychol-
ogy of why people become extremists is an appreciation of the psychol-
ogy of vengeance. It has long been recognized that for most terrorists a
key motivation for joining a terrorist organization ultimately revolves
around a desire for revenge (Schmid and Jongman 1988). Within the
context of jihadi terrorism, the perception of a strong shared identity
and link with the wider Muslim world — the ummah — has serious conse-
quences when the individual perceives that some Muslim communities
are being treated brutally or unfairly. Perceived injustices are important
drivers of individual decisions to become involved in militant activ-
ism. Catalyst events (i.e. violent acts that are perceived to be unjust)
provide a strong sense of outrage and a powerful psychological desire
for revenge and retribution (Silke 2003). Importantly, one does not need
to experience these unjust events first hand in order to feel sufficiently
motivated to become a terrorist. Indeed, the events do not even have to
involve friends or family members. Many terrorists report that they first
joined the organization after witnessing events on television or other
media (e.g. O‘Callaghan 1998). Although they did not come from the
area where the events occurred — or indeed even know the people who
lived there — at some level they identified with the victims. This iden-
tification, combined with the perceived injustice of the event, can pro-
vide a strong motivation to become involved in the jihad. Exposure to
death-related imagery, such as that contained in the jihadi propaganda,
results in what psychologists refer to as a mortality salience’ effect. A
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variety of research studies have shown that mortality salience generally
increases identification with and pride in one‘s country, religion, gen-
der, race, etc. (for a review see Pyszczynski et al. 2002).

From Profiles to Pathways and Roots to Routes:

One of the major challenges is answering the question, How and
why does someone become a terrorist? Terrorism researchers have ap-
proached these questions through a wide range of individual psychologi-
cal models (Taylor 1988; Taylor and Quayle 1994), organizational struc-
tures (Bloom 2005), and, more recently, indirect discussions of the root
causes of terrorism. Such discussions tend to be rooted in notions about
terrorist profiling and in the past through various degrees of subtle (and
not so subtle) anthologizing of terrorists. While lacking in the necessary
empirical support, such profiling remains plausible given the violence,
brutality, and general callousness associated with terrorism and the fact
that, despite the broad sociopolitical conditions that are thought to give
rise to terrorism (Bjgrgo 2005), it is still the case that extremely few
people engage in terrorism altogether. It may thus seem warranted to
consider actual terrorists as different or special in some way.

In today’s society physical as well virtual global flows of goods,
crimes; terrorists; drugs; ideas; services, finance, people and cultures
underline the many interlinkages in the security of all people. People
share a space, a planet, and culture. The increases of mutual dependen-
cy and intercorrelated societies make security of one person, one com-
munity, or one nation rests on the security of others. General social and
cultural strains created by resources deprivation are underlying causes
of terrorism, and enhance dissemination among people. General strains
stem from exclusion, injustices, inequality, fear, insecurity, diseases,
hunger, oppression, ignorance, corruption, poverty, unemployment,
and bad governance. People under such circumstances are squeezed,
excluded, isolated and alienated in their own societies (Brush, 1996).
Support for this argument comes from Hsieh and Pugh (1993) meta-
analysis study for the relationship between poverty, income inequality
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and violent crimes. In (34) studies yielded (76) correlation coefficients,
all but two (74 study or 97%) are positive correlation between poverty,
income inequality and violent crimes (Hsieh & Pugh, 1993).

Despite the indiscriminate and extreme violence of many terrorist
attacks, the vast majority of research on terrorists has concluded that
the perpetrators are not psychologically abnormal (Silke 2003; Hor-
gan 2005). On the contrary, many studies have found that terrorists are
psychologically much healthier and far more stable than other violent
criminals (e.g. Lyons and Harbinson 1986). An act of extreme violence
does not in itself show that the perpetrator is psychologically distinct
from the rest of humanity. Although a few psychologists believe terror-
ists are mentally abnormal, their conclusions are based on very weak
evidence (Silke 1998 provides a review of this literature). Psychologists
who have met terrorists face to face have nearly always concluded that
these people were in no way abnormal, and on the contrary that they
had stable and rational personalities.

A year after four coordinated suicide bombings ripped through
London on July 7, 2005, a House of Commons Report (2006) into the
events of that day asserted,

What we know of previous extremists in the UK shows that
there is not a consistent profile to help identify who may be vul-
nerable to radicalization. Of the 4 individuals here, 3 were sec-
ond generation British citizenswhose parents were of Pakistani
origin and one whose parents were of Jamaican origin; Kamel
Bourgass, convicted of the Ricin plot, was an Algerian failed
asylum seeker; Richard Reid, the failed shoe bomber, had an
English mother and Jamaican father. Others of interest have
been white converts. Some have been well-educated, some less
so. Some genuinely poor, some less so. Some apparently well
integrated in the UK, others not. Most single, but some family
men with children. Some previously law-abiding, others with a
history of petty crime. In a few cases there is evidence of abuse
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or other trauma in early life, but in others their upbringing has
been stable and loving. (P. 31)

Corruption and Terrorism

Corruption is the production of the failure of human development
and the absence of peace which together form a general strain structure
enhancing terrorism (al-Badayneh, 2010). Thus far, it appears that the
al Qaeda movement has been able to find a more receptive environ-
ment for expanding its reach and influence while the local government
is perceived to be corrupt by many of its inhabitants, or of favoring one
group at the expense of others. Bin Laden has excoriated the profligacy
of the corrupt Saudi state.He is viewed as virtuous by many because he
sacrificed the opulent lifestyle he was born into, and instead dedicated
his own personal wealth to the cause of ordinary Muslims. The Taliban
were enabled in their successful military takeover of most of Afghani-
stan from 1996 through 2001 because they were perceived by ordinary
Afghans to be noncorrupt, unlike the many Afghan warlords who ruled
the country by fear and extortion in their various fiefdoms.

Al-Badayneh (2010) found a negative relationship between the
total number of terrorists; incidents and fatalities and human develop-
ment value (r =- 0.499; -0.50, &-0.50, respectively); human poverty
index (r =- 0.238; -0.06, &-0.23, respectively); average gender in-
equality (r=-0.42; -042, & -0.41, respectively). Findings also present
a significant negative relationship between peace index and the total
number of terrorists, and incidents and fatalities (-0.59; -0.56, & -0.59,
respectively). All measures of corruption: freedom from corruption (r
=- 0.31; -0.26, &-0.30, respectively); control of corruption (r =- 0.40;
-0.39, & -0.38, respectively), & corruption perception index (r =- 0.376;
-0.38, & -0.37, respectively) were significantly correlated with the total
number of terrorists; incidents and fatalities. A positive relationship was
found between unemployment and the number of terrorists; incidents
and fatalities (r=0.19; 0.30 & 0.29, respectively). A positive significant
relationship between terrorists incidents and Arab youth unemployment
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(r=0.36), and Arab youth share of unemployment (r=0.23). Moreover,
findings show that total number of terrorists, incidents and fatalities
do vary according to the human development index (HDI) level (high,
medium and low development). ANOVA analysis has shown signifi-
cant differences in terrorists incidents, fatalities and injuries, according
to human development levels (F=3.675; 5.027, & 6.700, respectively
0=0.04; 0.01 & 0.007, respectively). Significant differences have been
found in freedom from corruption, control corruption, and corruption
perception according to human development levels (F=4.89; 1547, &
10.51, respectively o = 0.04; 0.00 & 0.001, respectively).

Human Development, Peace, Corruption and Terrorism

Terrorism was significantly negatively correlated with human de-
velopment (r=-.50) and peace (-.57). However, terrorism was signifi-
cantly positively correlated with corruption (r=.38), a negative signif-
icant relationship was found between peace and corruption (r=-.80).
Human development was significantly positively correlated with peace
(r=.67) and negatively with corruption (-.73).

NDI focus groups in Morocco found that support for the Justice
and Development Party (PJD), an Islamist political party and the larg-
est opposition party, was based on the public perception that it is non-
corrupt. All other parties were viewed as corrupt and of lying to voters
during elections (NDI 2007c¢, 1). Indeed, the popularity of al Qaeda in
Arab states is partly based on the perception by the public in these same
states that administrative and financial corruption . . . [is] prevalent in
Arab societies (Hamarneh 2005, 49).

In Lebanon, Hezbollah’s increasing popularity among the Shia
population can also be attributed to the view, as explained by one Shia
resident, that it is the only party that provides security and services.
(NDI 2007b, 8). When the Union of Islamic Courts took over most
of southern Somalia from mid-2006,3 a large percentage of the So-
mali population welcomed its brief rule for the same reasons. Finally,
the United States is concerned about increasing Islamic extremism in
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Bangladesh, and for good reason: Bangladesh ranked at the bottom of
Transparency International‘s 2005 Corruption Index. The four hundred
bombs that exploded nearly simultaneously on August 17,2005, in six-
ty three of the country*s sixty-four districts could be considered one of
the most coordinated terrorist attacks in history.

Social Service Provision

While the direct connection between poverty and terrorism has
been mostly debunked since 9/11 (e.g., Krueger and Maleckova 2002;
K. von Hippel 2007b), it is also becoming clear that social service pro-
vision by extremist groups has significantly broadened the appeal of
the al Qaeda movement and nationally focused Islamist political par-
ties, particularly among the poor. In fact, many of the more successful
Islamist political parties have a social service wing, whereas secular
political parties carry no such programs.

Implicationsfor Counterterrorism
Alienation, Radicalization and Counter-Terrorism

In a 2004 interview, Javier Solana, the European Union High Rep-
resentative for Common Foreign and Security Policy, stated that a cohe-
sive counter-terrorist policy should work to oxygen to the terrorists and
address the factors that contribute to support for and recruitment by ter-
rorist groups (Solana 2004). If alienation is one such contributing fac-
tor, then it follows that counter-terrorism must target this. However, al-
though alienation has been identified as a precondition to radicalization,
by stating that counter-terrorism must combat this we assume that there
is a particular event, situation or act which has either directly caused or
accentuated feelings of alienation. This is difficult to prove. Consider-
ing the comments of theorists such as Gramsci (see Carnoy 1984) who
states that a war of manoeuvre or war of position between detached
groups is an inevitable process within a functioning civil society, the
idea that these tensions can be neutralised has not been uncontested.
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As Taylor and Horgan (2006) have argued, a clear implication of
thinking about initial involvement as part of aprocessisthat it provides
a clear agenda for psychological research on terrorist behavior: This
represents attempt to understand the decisions made by the individual
at particular times within a particular social and organizational context.
When we frame initial involvement in terrorism within a broader proc-
ess of involvement and engagement, we can identify a shared character-
istic: that a powerful incentive is the sense of reward, however distant
to the believer or seemingly intangible to the onlooker.

Given this common denominator, what tangible operational strat-
egies can be offered to counterterrorism initiatives? Despite the in-
creased discussions of root causes of terrorism, we can do little in a
practical sense to change the push factors (i.e., the broad sociopolitical
conditions) that give rise to the increased likelihood of the emergence
of terrorism. In contrast, counterterrorism programs may be more ef-
fective in concentrating on the pull factors (or lures), since they tend to
be narrower, more easily identifiable, and specific to particular groups
and contexts.

The Four Pillars of the EU’s Counter-Terrorism Strategy:
Prevent, Protect, Pursue, and Respond

the EU’s counter terrorism strategy constitutes a comprehensive
and proportionate response to the international terrorist threat. The
strategy requires work at national, European and international levels
to reduce the threat from terrorism and our vulnerability to attack. The
strategy sets out the objectives to prevent new recruits to terrorism; bet-
ter protect potential targets; pursue and investigate members of exist-
ing networks and improve our capability to respond to and manage the
consequences of terrorist attacks.
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The EU’s Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2005).

The debate regarding the possibility of a counter-terrorist policy
which resolves perceptions of alienation is split into two schools of
thought: those who believe that alienation is anatural part of civil soci-
ety which cannot be prevented and those who believe that government
policies have contributed to alienation. The latter group believes that
(as has already been seen in this study) because alienation is a precon-
dition to radicalization, the growth of groups who engage in terrorist
activities can be pre empted by reintegrating disenfranchised groups.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Salafi: From theword “ Salaf” which is short for " Salaf as-Salih" mean-
ing (righteous) predecessors or (pious) ancestors Salafi is a ge-
neric term, depicting a Sunni revivalist school of thought that
takes the pious ancestors of the early period of early Islam as
exemplary models... Consequently, Salafis seek to purge Islam
of all outside influences, starting with the cultures and traditions
of contemporary Muslim societies, and restore it to that of an
imagined 7th century utopia (the Caliphate). The Salafi interpre-
tation of Islam seeks a pure society that applies the Quran liter-
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ally and adheres to the social practices and Islamic law (sharia)
that prevailed at the time of the prophet Muhammad in the 7th
century in Arabia.

Jihadi-Salafi: A militant interpretation of the Salafi school of thought
that identifies violent jihad as the means to establish and revive
the Caliphate. Militant jihad is seennot as an option, but as a
personal obligation. Thisobligation is elevated above other mor-
al standards, which may be abrogated.

Mujahedeen: holy warriors who fight infidels as a religious duty

Takfir: the practice of declaring that an individual, or a group previ-
ously considered Muslims, are in fact kaffir(s) (non-believers in
God), an act of accusing others of disbelief, used in the context
of branding certain persons or whole communities as unbeliev-
ers to religiously justify jihad against them.
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Radicalisation in Europe and Beyond

Abstract

Radicalisation processes in European diaspora communities are
subject to different causation clusters. Private motivations such as the
need for public attention; an identity crisis or feelings of discrimination
in the country of residence; the special role of religion in diaspora
situations and certain radical religious currents play a determining role.
Special relevance can be observed regarding political conflicts in the
diaspora community countries of origin or in countries with Muslim
majorities in general. These conflicts seem to contribute to radicalisation
processes in Europe via different channels.

Conflict and diaspora

Until recently the dominating argument was the inverse i.e. the
focus was on members of the diaspora as a source of revenue and
political support for the armed struggles within their home countries
which in turn fuels the conflict there.® They can send money and guns,
circulate propaganda, and build virtual information exchange networks,
all of which can have incalculable consequences in the zones of their

(1) “Diasporas sometimes harbour rather romanticized attachments to their group of
origin and may nurse grievances as a form of asserting continued belonging. They
are much richer than the people in their country of origin and so can afford to
finance vengeance. Above all, they do not have to suffer any of the awful conse-
quences of renewed conflict because they do not live in the country. Hence, they
are a ready market for rebel groups touting vengeance and a source of finance for
renewed conflict.” (Collier 2000:14) This support is not necessarily made public,
because diaspora populations have a status to lose in their new countries of resi-
dence. While for example in the Palestinian territories large manifestations took
place during the cartoon debate, European sympathisers did not participate in this
kind of protest.
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ultimate destinations. One can also not rule out the possibility that
occasionally some young man in the diaspora decides to temporarily
return to his country of origin in order to participate directly in the fight.
This involvement does not present a direct danger for the host country
left behind. Nevertheless, the immediate participation in an armed
conflict regularly results in an intensification of radical tendencies if the
individual returns causing a feedback effect as war veteran. In Europe
it seems that these fighters from various Muslim countries were crucial
in the establishment and maintenance of Jihadist networks all over the
continent.

This paper concentrates on conflicts taking place outside Europe as
a pre-eminent source of violent radicalisation processes within Europe,
mainly within its diaspora communities, whilst keeping in mind that
feedback-processes in the above mentioned direction further contribute
to a deepening radicalisation.

Radical Movements in the Muslim World

Thestrengthening of Islamistmovements inthe Muslim World began
inthe late 1970s as aresult of acrisis in secular postcolonial development
projects in Arab countries. Lack of political participation,repression of
the opposition, social injustice resulting in high youth unemployment
and a conflict over values between a Western-oriented clite and the
majority population created a fertile ground for the rise of Islamist mass
movements. External factors like the Arab defeats in the Israeli-Arab
wars, the Islamic revolution in Iran and the war in Afghanistan also
contributed to a boost in Islamist opposition.

The regimes in these countries reacted with rather inconsistent
policies resulting in a playing off of the Islamist perpetrators against
left wing parties alternating with waves of repression which led to them
losing credibility in the eyes of the Islamists (Werenfels 2005). At the
beginning of the 1990s, numerous volunteers from Afghanistan returned
to their home countries. Militarily and ideologically trained with an
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Islamist orientation they attempted to intensify the armed conflict
against their regimes raising the oppositional conflict potential that, for
its part, was reason enough for an increase in security systems in Arab
countries. Even though the conflicts were artificially pacified through
massive repression in the late the 1990s, the underlying constellation of
contrary societal concepts has not yet been overcome.

Conflicts were triggered by groups claiming the unity of state
and religion (Islam) and pursuing the postulate “Islam is the solution”
via military means. The target of these actions was the, in their
eyes, heretic state whose unlslamic and secular structures should be
overcome through an Islamic “society project”. Islamist groups have
succeeded in mobilising the socio-economic-grievances of large parts
of the populations in Tunisia (since 1986), Algeria (since 1991), Egypt
(since 1992), presaged by single events such as the occupation of the
Grand Mosque in Mecca (November 1979); the revolt of the Muslim
Brotherhood in Syrian Hama (1981/82) and the armed actions of the
Bouiali-group in Algeria (1984/85).

These conflicts did not only affect the countries where they took
place, but they also shaped the mindset of many (important) figures
in international radical networks thus creating political consciousness
(Sirseloudi 2007). Also, many “common” radicals, such as the
interviewees of Farhad Khosrokhavar (Khosrokhavar 2006) in French
prisons had their “cognitive opening”® during the events in Algeria

(1) Khosrokhavar calls it an archetypical event in a person’s life (Khosrokhavar
2006:384ff.). It can be a political event with a great impact on the individual, or
an event in every day life with symbolic significance where he reaches a deci-
sion about the antagonism of West towards the Islamic world. An oft-cited trig-
ger event to join radical or Jihadi movements, even when the person was not
particularly religious, was the 1992 military coup in Algeria which represented
violence against Islam, jeopardising Islam and the Ummah by the impious West.
The concept of “cognitive opening” as coined by Wiktorowicz can be a traumatic
biographical event, but it can also be produced intentionally. In order to attract
new recruits, groups can bring about a cognitive opening through discussions and
enlightening Muslims about conflicts in places such as the Palestinian territories,
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following the electoral successes of the Islamist FIS 1991. Even Osama
bin Laden, known for his international orientation with special focus
on Saudi Arabia as the heartland of Islam, and centre of gravity for
Jihad, states that his attention was drawn to the struggle of Islam by
the difficult situation of oppositional Islamists in his mother’s country
of origin, Syria. He was already supporting them financially by the
beginning of the 1980s (Kepel and Milelli 2006:30).

It needs to be considered however that the radical thoughts
motivating young Muslims today often emerged under those very
special conditions. Sayyid Qutb was writing whilst in prison, and an
important element of Al-Zawahiri’s outlook is ascribed to his experience
in prison. When he left Egypt experts assume that he hated the whole
world as a direct result of his experiences in prison.®)

A very special case is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which has
dominated media coverage for decades and which Islamist radicals all
over the world refer to as paradigmatic for the treatment of Muslims.
For many of today’s radical thinkers, the Arab-Israeli wars were the
traumatic events at the beginning of their careers as leaders of radical
Islamism. This is as true for the Palestinian, Abdullah Azzam, al
Qai’dah’s former guiding voice in Afghanistan®, as for the Palestinian,
Abu Qatada, the formerly London based religious leader who was
known as the Al-Qa’idah ambassador in European radical circles.

Kashmir and Bosnia (Wiktorowicz 2005:20f.). This is needed because it shakes
certainty in previously accepted beliefs and renders an individual more receptive
to the possibility of alternative views and perspectives. It also generates a sense
of crisis and urgency. One common method used in bringing about a cognitive
opening is the use of ,moral shock®; fostering the participation of previously
unconnected, concerned citizens with similar ideologies (Wiktorowicz 2005:21).

(1) In his “Black Book™ Zawabhiri presents a large number of reports describing (often
in the first person) acts of torture and abuse (McCants, Brachman et al. 2006).

(2) He called Jihad in Afghanistan a mere prelude to regaining the first Qibla (i.e.
Jerusalem), and believed that most mujaheddin, when asked, would claim that
the path of Jihad must lead to «Bayt al-Maqdis» (i.e. the holy site of Jerusalem)
(McCants, Brachman et al. 2006:38).
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Abu-Musab al-Zargawi, founder of Ansar al Islam® and Al-Tawhid
was born and socialised in Al-Zarqa, Jordan. He was a major figure in
campaigns against the US and its allies in Irag and he also maintained
recruitment networks in Europe before being killed in 2006. Al-Zarga
was a stronghold for the PLO and Palestinian refugees and it is said that
Zargawi spent a lot of time during his youth reading the inscriptions on
gravestones of the fallen Palestinian heroes in the wars against Israel
(Costin 2006; Kepel and Milelli 2006:444). The international radical
network Hizb ut-Tahrir, which aims to undermine governments by
spreading its message through education and non-violent means was
established in 1953 in East Jerusalem under the leadership of Taqi-
al-Din al-Nabhani al-Filistini, a Palestinian who fought Israel and
wanted to restore a pure caliphate under a unified Islamic authority.
Its original members were principally diaspora Palestinians from
Jordan, Syria, Egypt and other North African countries. Hizb ut-Tahrir
rejects democracy entirely and is known for profound anti-Semitism
which reflects the experiences of the founding members with Israel.?
Today, the group has representation all over the world and maintains a
headquarters in Europe with a large organisational base in London. It is
a popular radical organisation among young and intellectual Muslims
and in Western Europe.

As we can see, Palestinians, for example from their Jordan diaspora,
continue to represent a guiding intellectual force of transnational

(1) The group was first known by its original name, Jund al-Islam (Soldiers of Is-
lam). In 2002 it was renamed in Ansar al-Islam (Partisans of Islam). In September
2003, in its inaugural declaration on the internet, the new radical Sunni move-
ment, Ansar al-Sunna, (Partisans of the Sunna) indicated that it was made up of
veteran Jihadists who had fought as members of Ansar al-Islam. In October 2004,
Zarqawi issued an online statement pledging allegiance to al Qai’dah and to Bin
Laden, and changing the name of his organisation from Al Tawhid wal-Jihad to
Tanzim Qai‘dat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn (al Qai’dah in Mesopotamia/Iraq)
(Binnie 2005).

(2) As the name “Islamic Liberation Party” still testifies, the fight of Hizb ut-Tahrir
was originally waged against Israel by expelled Palestinians for the liberation of
Palestine (Steinberg 2005:39f.).
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radical Islamism. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the high number
of Palestinian refugees all over the Muslim world enjoys special
attention in Islamist radical thought also because of its long duration.
According to recent studies, most Jihad ideologues are of either Saudi
or Palestinian origin, replacing, to a large extent, the former dominance
of Egyptians (Kepel and Milelli 2006; McCants, Brachman et al. 2006).
The framing of the conflict as religiously motivated, is reinforced by
Israel’s self-definition as a “Jewish state”, and the rise of new religiously
motivated Palestinian organisations like Hamas, evoking the idea of a
Judaeo-Christian conspiracy against Muslims. The difficult progress of
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, and its de facto standstill since
September 2000, with ensuing trans-Arabic consequences, has also
contributed to the conflictiveness of the whole region.!). The current
developments indicate a worsening of the situation and has an important
impact on radical Islamist propaganda.

In general armed conflicts directly feed the propaganda®
machinery in two ways: firstly, by showing victims such as Palestinian
children killed by Israeli soldiers inducing what Wiktorowicz calls a
“cognitive opening” rendering individuals more receptive to extreme
views (Wiktorowicz 2005). Secondly, by showing the defeat of

(1) Deaths (combatants and civilians) related to the conflict since September 2000:
4,500 Palestinians and 1,024 Israeli (The Israeli Information Center for Human
Rights in the Occupied Territories, www.btselem.org). Territorial questions, or
such concerning sovereignty or the distribution of natural resources (esp. water)
are not on the agenda yet. The discourse remains dominated by security issues,
while facts gain normativity.

(2) Armed conflicts present opportunities to produce propaganda videos; creating he-
roes and presenting clear-cut friend and foe distinctions. At the same time, shoo-
tings are not only a valuable instrument for propaganda projects necessary for
radicalisation and recruitment, they also play an important role in fundraising
activities for militant groups, nurturing the conflict and contributing indirectly
to the radicalising effects. Mr. Gharib, a Kurdish militant and Ansar media chief,
commented in an interview on the value of shootings recorded on video during
battle: “These CDs were extremely important, because they were our source of in-
come; we sent them back up the cash chain to our donors,” “After one successful
attack, funding came in like rain ... from everywhere.” (Peterson 2003)
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Western soldiers, their humiliation or beheadings in order to underline
the certain victory of the Jihad cause. Conflicts where Muslims fight
directly against the West, are best suited for this kind of pre-constructed
good-evil differentiation.

Conflictsand the Radicalisation in Diaspora Communities

In the diaspora only a very small percentage of immigrants are
directly affected by the conflicts. Namely refugees or those persecuted
in their repressive home countries on the basis of their Islamist political
opinion and activity. In liberal Western societies under freedom of
speech, heated religio-political discussions that would not have been
allowed to take place in the countries of origin, increase and sometimes
escalate into different kinds of radicalisation processes. In the worst
case these arguments turn against the very same country of residence as
the assumed backer of “infidel” Arab regimes.

When it comes to international conflicts, e.g. conflicts between
the country of origin and the Muslim migrants’ country of residence
different dynamics do evolve — as might be the case in international
interventions. A Norwegian study analysing international interventions
as triggers for terrorist campaigns, which can be interpreted as violent
culmination of radicalisation processes®, showed a very interesting
result (Kjek, Hegghammer et al. 2003:30). The majority of the terrorist
attacks reacting to international interventions such as the Gulf War,
Operation Desert Storm or the Multinational Forces in Lebanon, 1982-
84, were actually carried out by groups that had no apparent stake in
the conflict.? Indirectly involved groups and individuals rather than
stake-holders are mainly the radicalised ones. For many of these
groups, the interventions epitomised the imperialist oppression of
defenceless Third World states and justified a violent protest against

(1) Another possible trajectory of radicalisation might, for example, also lead to high
scale violence such as the Paris banlieue riots in autumn 2005.

(2) See also Petter Nesser on the impact of Iraq war on Jihadist terrorism in Europe
(Nesser 2006).
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this imperialism. It seems that global and manichaean ideologies — in
this respect “Jihad” and “fakfir”® narratives exhibit great similarities
— are prone to this quasi-imperialist argumentation. Furthermore, it has
to be considered that the intensity of reactive radicalisation processes
depends on the perceived political legitimacy and the use of force during
the intervention. Apart from that there is a tendency that large powers
suspected of having imperialist ambitions and/or countries that keep a
high profile during the intervention are also suspected of pursuing their
own interests, whereas lesser powers participating in the effort are often
shielded.

These conflicts can be exploited by violence-prone perpetrators in
their search for legitimating their own hate campaigns without taking
the risk to be drawn into the original conflict. In this arena Islamists are
taking over the dominant role that radical leftists used to occupy in the
1970s and 1980s (Sirseloudi 2004).

From a psychological point of view, radicalisation towards an
international orientation allows a psychologically satisfying solution
for second generation diaspora members who feel rejected by the
majority society and at the same time want to distance themselves from
the culture of their parents which is shaped by the country of origin. By
turning towards global Jihad, they manage to differentiate themselves
from their parents without betraying their roots; taking revenge for own
sufferings whilst fighting in the name of a higher cause by defending
brothers in faith where they appear to be threatened by Western powers
(Sirseloudi 2008). In this way conflicts between Muslims and non-

(1) The concept of “al-takfir” means the act of denouncing someone as an “infidel” or
something as “impious”. This includes Muslims perceived to have adopted beliefs
deemed antithetical to the Islamist cause, including the Shia and all Muslims who
willingly accept or collaborate with pro-democratic protagonists. Subscribers to
this particular ideology or mindset tend to brand Muslims who do not convert to
‘pure’ Islam or Muslims who in their eyes have lapsed as “infidels” against whom
the use of violence is justified. They also regard the violent Jihad as a duty for
Muslims.
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Muslim parties serve to legitimise aggression against the West in
general and the country of residence in concreto.

Concerning the intellectual embedment of local conflicts in Jihadi
narratives, there are two kinds of contextualisation of the broader picture
of a dualistic worldview. One is the political, quasi-imperialistic, the
other is a purely religious though, of course, we will also find forms
straddling these two poles.» Political manichaeism is the logical
extrapolation of the fight against corrupt regimes in a global(ised)
context. We assume that Muslims of different countries become aware
of similar problems in their home countries which truly exist as a matter
of regional similarities and blame Westernised elites as well as the
Western powers that back them. The common grievances give rise to a
growing consciousness of a coherent exploited “Muslim World”.® In
militant networks, this perception of shared fate is further deepened by
the participation in military campaigns. “Brothers in arms” are bound
together through the common war experience (Afghanistan, Bosnia,
Chechnya and now Iraq) by strong bonds of blood and sweat created in
battle under the omnipresent danger of death.

Abdullah Azzam, former spiritual leader of the mujaheddin in
Afghanistan, was already pursuing the goal of creating a brotherhood
that would obliterate any ethnic or regional distinctions consisting
of holy Muslim warriors trained in waging military campaigns and
instructed in religion and unity.® The continuing fight of this vanguard
is necessary for the creation as well as for the maintenance of the
imagined community of a global Ummah.® It even creates its own
martyrs who fulfil the role of quasi-saints in the new religion of takfir

(1) Osama Bin Laden, for example, often oscillates between a religious, a na.

(2) On a more elaborated approach towards the social causes of terrorism in the Arab
Society see (Al-Badayneh 2007).

(3) According to the “Militant Ideology Atlas” Abdullah Azzam is still one of the most
cited authors in Jihadi ideological texts (McCants, Brachman et al. 2006).

(4) The term “imagined community” - here adapted to a global collective identity -
was first coined and elaborated by Benedict Anderson in his lucid analysis on the
emergence of national identities in Europe (Anderson 1983)..
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and Jihad. In the absence of other satisfying alternatives in collective
identities as differentiated from the rest of society, diaspora Muslims
with different national origin developing a common identity are the
most vulnerable to this kind of thought.

The purely religious framing of local conflicts legitimises the
armed struggle against the West as a personal or collective religious
duty to liberate Arab lands. This can mean overcoming current foreign
repression in countries with a majority of the Muslim population
(defensive), but it can also be interpreted in a broader sense as the
reconquest of all the land that ever lay under Muslim rule such as
large areas of Spain, Turkey, the Balkans and of course Jerusalem
(offensive). The most radical approach is represented by the will to
subjugate the whole world to the glory of Allah. An example of this
was former Hizb ut-Tahrir member and founder of al-Muhajiroun Omar
Bakri Mohammed calling for Queen Elizabeth Il to convert to Islam
and threatening that Muslims would not rest until “the black flag of
Islam flies over Downing Street” (Wiktorowicz 2005:9).

For all these kinds of religious duties to fight, participation in
Jihad is the test for true commitment in establishing Islam at any cost.
Abdullah Azzam believed that only by continued armed struggle the
unified strength of Muslims is brought to bear on their supposed enemies.
It is also a crude attempt to mimic the early struggles of the Prophet
Mohammed, preparing for a promised apocalyptic holy war against the
excommunicated “infidel regimes”, Jews, Hindus, and anyone else who
might stand in the way of creating a global Islamic empire.

The internationalised conflicts, such as Iraq or Afghanistan, keep
Jihad going and offer a fertile environment for roaming fighters who
cannot return anywhere, but who are well trained and interlinked
throughout the Muslimworld. These veteranswho build the impenetrable
backbone of transnational radical networks and who contribute to the
perpetuation of armed struggle mainly as recruitment authorities, are
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admired as heroes by young and vulnerable Muslims all over the world®
Conclusion

Although we first assumed that domestic conflicts in the Muslim
World have a very large impact on radicalisation processes in Europe,
This is only half the truth. These conflicts — sometimes fought out
in armed struggles; sometimes suppressed by local regimes — have
contributed and still contribute to radicalisation worldwide.® However,
regarding the direct radicalisation of Muslim diaspora communities,
it seems that international interventions in countries with Muslim
majorities also play a significant role, especially because they give
the opportunity of open battle, i.e. the chance to wage an individual
Jihad. Conflicts in the countries of origin of the diaspora populations
fill the reservoirs of international Jihad many of the members of radical
transnational networks have been members of radical groups in their
home countries — possibly striking back at their countries of origin
via the internationalist detour. This seems to have been the case in the
Casablanca bombings, 16 May 2003, in which Moroccans radicalised
in Europe or through transnational radical networks, attacked their
country of origin (Mekhennet, Sautter et al. 2006). Nowadays most of
the broader conflicts in North Africa have been partly transferred to the
socio-political arena (see Morocco or Egypt for example) whilst pure
repression remains the exception. Of course, many individuals who left
their countries for Europe because of persecution keep their resentment.
However, rather than waging their war against their own regime alone,
we observe that the ones willing to act take more and more advantage of

(1) More than a military contest, the Jihadist campaign is above all a missionary
enterprise. Jihadist terrorist operations are intended to attract attention, demon-
strate capability, and harm the Jihadists’ enemies, although they are also aimed at
galvanizing the Muslim community and, above all, inciting and attracting recruits
to the cause. Recruiting is not merely meant to fill operational needs. It is an end
in itself: It aims at creating a new mindset (Jenkins 2007).

(2) Most of the new recruits and followers or militant radical groups in the Arab World
come from other Islamist movements (Escobar Stemmann 2006:5).
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the synergy effects of transnational networks and in doing so they also
adopt broader enemy concepts. It also seems easier to act as a diffuse
network in a global multi perpetrator-scenario with complex conflict-
lines than as a visible opposition group of an Arab regime.®

Butade-contextualised Jihad-ideology, paired withthe interpretation
of Jihad as an individual duty, often also appeals directly to Muslims
(and not infrequently converts) in Europe. ldeology as radicalisation
vehicle is gaining ground against direct involvement, which, for its part,
often ends up leading to direct engagement. International conflicts, in
which Western parties fight against Muslims are globally perceived as
a defensive Jihad, and attract young fighters from all over the world to
fulfil their personal Jihadi duty; be this as frustrated diaspora members
identifying with the global Ummah, or as a people who feel betrayed and
oppressed by the regimes in their respective Muslim countries.

Armed conflicts give these individuals the opportunity to create
cohesive networks of people who trust and help each other in any
given situation, provided that the (often un-trained) warriors survive
the fights. Fighting shoulder to shoulder against the worlds most
powerful armies, in, for example, Afghanistan, Irag, and partially in the
occupied Palestinian territories, brings the radical militant brotherhood,
Abdullah Azzam dreamt of, closer to realisation. This global network,
integrating all conflicts involving Muslims, and especially the ones in
which powerful Western armies can be fought with guerrilla tactics,
attrition and terrorist attacks, will gain in importance and strength,
because a pacification of the main conflicts of this genre Afghanistan,
Iraq and Israel is nowhere in sight. Furthermore, these conflicts — apart
from enjoying greater religious legitimacy as defensive Jihad, as
opposed to simply fighting the political regimes in Muslim countries
— are producing pictures and myths for a self-perpetuating ideological

(1) For a further elaboration on the differences between transnational radical networks,
national radical subcultures and sub-national radical communities see (Waldma-
nn, Sirseloudi et al. 2009).
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justification of the fight. In a globalised mass media world, where people
have access to the same contents, regardless of their actual location, this
strengthening of Jihadi ideology will contribute more than anything
else to the radicalisation of people searching for faith and hold in a
radical narrative; be they in Europe or anywhere else in the world.
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