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Thesis Abstract

Dissertation Title: A Critical Analysis of the Phenomenon of Criticizing Religion in
Modern Western Thought

Author: Sultan ibnAbdur-RahmanibnHumayd al-Umayree
Level and Specialization: Ph.D. in Ageedah

Obijectives: This dissertation has three main objectives;
1- In-depth study of the phenomenon of criticizing religion which has appeared
in modern western thought.
2- Exposing methodological errors and misinformation among those involved
in this phenomenon
3- Proving the religion of Islam’s strength and the integrity of its texts and
rulings in contrast to other religions

Central Topic: the central theme of this dissertation is the existential and intellectual
foundations which form the basis for sound beliefs about God, Prophethood, and
religions.

Chapters: there are three main sections in this dissertation:

1- Factors that produced criticism of religion in modern western thought. This
includes the discussing the formation of this phenomenon, its manifestations
spanning from the seventeenth to the nineteenth Gregorian centuries, and the
most important currents it has followed.

2- Methodological principles around which criticism of religion revolves. This
includes discussing the most important philosophical and scientific
principles utilized by those involved in this phenomenon.

3- The realms in which criticism of religion takes place. This includes
discussion of the most important areas of religion affected by the
phenomenon, those being the existence and perfection of God; Prophethood
and revelation; and the origin and nature of religions.

Most salient results: this research produced several findings. Among the most important
findings is that the people who subscribe to this phenomenon have committed numerous
deductive and logical errors that prove the inaccuracy of the views and ideas they
instituted concerning the major foundations of religion.
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