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Abstract

Today, it is widely and increasingly felt that there is a pressing need to find and
develop a kind of what we may call “common ground” for peaceful coexistence
between the people of diverse faiths. Throughout the history, mankind has
experienced a series of conflicts, bloody and even genocidal wars, or at least,
indifferent attitudes of each group towards the others, simply because “they™ are
racially, ethnically or religiously “other”, and not “us”. Whether this is or not the
real argument, the diversity of religions and the plurality of traditions have,
nowadays, become an existential and sociological fact that the contemporary
societies have to face. For it is the first time in history that humankind, today,
experiences universally or globally the coexistence of people of different faiths,
traditions and religions living side by side in the same city or the same village, or

even al the same street.

This humble work, entitied ittijahar al-ta'addudiyyat al-dinivyah wa ul-
mauqif al-islumiy minha (Trends in Religious Pluralism and the I[slamic Response
to Them), is an academic attempt to explore this timely question of religious
pluralism, and the extent to which the theories and concepts of religious
pluralism, developed and presented by the modern pluralist thinkers and
philosophers, can serve that common ground, or as a solution of the problem at
hand. The first chapter endeavours to answer what is meant by the term religious

pluralism, nowadays. How and why it develops? The second chapter focuses on
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what are the tendencies in this line of idea and thought, and the theoretical bases
on which they are grounded? The third chapter examines what they imply
theoretically and practically? And the fourth chapter seeks to show what the
Islamic response to them is? To what extent are religious minorities able to
profess their beliefs and practice their religions within the Islamic state compared

to the liberal democratic state?

As the title suggests, this study is normative and critical, and does not
pretend at all to be a value-free inquiry. For, on the one hand, it is widely argued
that such an approach is hardly possible, and that the claim that all truth,
especially in the field of comparative (and scientific) study of religions, should be
approached from a value-free perspective is, paradoxically, a value judgement of
a kind. Soren Kierkegard has ever said, that “religion is something toward which
‘neutrality’ is not possible.” [Quoted in Joachim Wach, The Comparative Study

of Religions (New York: Columbia University Press, 1961}, p. 9].

And on the other, the phenomenon of religious diversity does not pose any
problem to Islam, since according to the Islamic tenets, 1t is Allah s.w.t. Himself
Who ontologically willed this plurality to exist. (see al-Qur’an, X1:118, 119).
Hence, the issue of plurality has been dealt with and settled definitely and
completely from the very beginning of the emergence of Islamic community.
Therefore, this phenomenon constitutes a contemporary problem only to those
cultures and societies, especially the West, which have no experience of peaceful
coexistence with the different religious communities. Due to the absence of such
experience, while at the same time they have to conform with the modern norms
and values which gave birth to, and shaped, the modemn civilization, i. e.
secularism, the modem theories and concepts of religious pluralism developed in
this circumstance must have secular biases, if not become part of the secular

culture itself or of what is presently known as the global culture. In this sense,



these pluralist trends have become a challenging problem, or even a threat, to
Islam. Thus, itis the duty of Muslims, and I as a Muslim student in Comparative
Religion, to unmask this problem and to make a clear-cut response to it, while, at
the same time, presenting the truest sense of religious pluralism, religious

freedom and tolerance in Islam.

As it becomes clear, there are some theories and forms ot the modern
religious pluralism. 1 have identified them in four different trends. They are: {1)
secular humanism, (ii) global theology, (ii1) syncretism or eclecticism, and (iv)
sophia perennis or perennial philosophy. But in the final analysis, they actually
all do tend to drift, at the end, into the same mouth of the river of “religious
sameness” or “‘equality of religions”, that is to admit and advocate that “religions
are different mamfestations of the same Reality.,” This conclusion has been
reached as a necessary prerequisite of creating an atmosphere which is conducive,
for the diverse faiths and traditions, to coexist with each other in mutual respect,
tolerance, peace, freedom, equality, security, and dignity. Today, this sense,
however, has been understood widely as the true meaning of the term “religious

pluralism™.

This kind of solution seems to be very interesting and promising, of
course. But a profound and critical investigation on the theoretical and practical
results and implications of this provoking issue --among them are annihilation of
religions, anificial pluralism and threat to human rights, proved clearly that, in
addition to its self-contradiction and reductionism, it sounds quite opposite to,
and at odds with, the goal it originally aimed at. /nstead of tolerance, it turns out
to be coercive and intolerant of real religious differences. Moreover, it aims ulse
at eliminating and suppressing the ‘otherness’ of other religions. The modern

trend of religious pluralism, thus, becomes a new problem rather than a solution.



On the contrary, the Islamic treatment of the diverse faiths and traditions
or religions and their respective adherents, as embodied in the (Jur ‘un and the
Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad s.a.w., and as demonstrated in the practical
life of the Muslims —-individuals and communities, ruled and rulers-- throughout
the Islamic history, and as witnessed by the non-Muslim subjects and non-
Muslim scholars and historians, proves to be more humane, just and tolerant, in
such a way that Islam respects, recognizes and atfirms them and their otfierness
as the way they are without any kind of reductionism. And it even allows a
greater freedom to its non-Muslim subjects living within the boundaries of
Islamic state to acquire and possess every possible means in order to maintain
their peculiar identities, communal laws, and customs respectively. For Islam is
determined to be the only religion that brings about grace and mercy to the world

(rahmatan li al-"alamin). Wallahu a’lam.
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Jones, Donald G., *Civil and Public Religion,’ in Lippy, Charles H., and Williams, Peter W.
{eds.), Fucyclopedia of the American Religions Fxperience: Studies on Tradittons and
Movements (New York; Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1988), Vol. 111, p. 1394

Durkheim, Emile, ‘The Elementary Forms of Religious Life,” in Lessa, William A, and Vogt, !

Evon Z. (eds.), Reader in Comparative Religion: An Amhropological Approach (New
York, Philadelphia, San Fransisco, London: Harper & Row Publishers, Fourth Edition 1979),
pp- 27-35; Also in Hicks, David (ed.), Rimal & Belief: Readings in the Anthropology of

Religion (Boston, New York, London, Singapore: McGraw-Hill College, 1999), pp. 8-11.

Bellah, Robert N., Beywnd Belief: Fssays on Religion in a Post-Tracditional World (New York: Y
Harper & Row. 1970),
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Luckmann, Thomas, The Invisible Religion (New York: Macmillan, 1967).
Geertz, Clifford, ‘Religion as a Cultural System,” in Lessa, William A., and Vogt, Evon Z. (eds.), *
op. cil., pp. 78-89; Also in Hicks, David (ed.), op. cit., pp. 11-34.
Otto, Rudolf, The fdea of the Holy: An fnquiry into the non-ratienal Factor in the ldea of the !

Divine and Its Relation to the Rational, trld. into the English by John W. Harvey
(Harmondsworth, Middlesex, Victoria: Penguin Books, {1917] 1959).

Eliade, Mircea, The Sacred and the Profane: The Nature of Religion, tr. into English by Willard v
R. Trask (New York: A Harvest Book, Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc., [1957] 1959),
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Hick, John, An Interpretation of Religion: Human Responses to the Transcendent (London:

Macmillan, [1989] reprinted 1991) pp. 3-5.

Tillich, Paul, Systematic Theology (London: Nisbet and Company, 1953); also his Christianity '

and the Fncounter of the World Religions {(New York and London: Columbia University Press.
1963), pp. 5-12
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Collins, 1996).
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*...the term refers to a particular theory of the relation belween these traditions, with their
different and competing claims. This is the theory that the great world religions constitute variant
conceptions and perceptions of, and responses to, the one ultimate, mysterious divine reality.”
Hick, John, ‘Religious Pluralism,’ in Eliade, Mircea (ed.), The Fuoyclopedla of Religion (New
York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1987), Vol. 12, pp. 331,
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Coker, Francis W., ‘Pluralism’, in Edwin R. A. Seligman (ed.), op. cit., Vol. X1}, pp. 170-4; And
Karie, Henry S., ‘Pluralism’, in David L. Sills {ed.), op. cit., Vol. 12, pp. 164-9
Legenhausen, Muhammad, ‘Islam and Religious Pluralism,” in A/-Tenvhid, Vol. 14, No. 3, Fall !
1997, p. 115.
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Bavyer, Peter, Religion and Globalization (London: Sage Publications, 1994), Robertson,
Ronald, ‘Globalization, Politics and Religion’ in Beckford, James A, and Luckmann, Thomas
(eds.), The Changing Face of Religiorn (London: Sage Publication, 1989), also Ahmed, Akbar
S, and Donnan, Hastings, ‘islam in the Age of Postmodernity’, in their (ed.), fsfam,
Globalization and Postmodernity (London and New York: Routledge, 1994), also Robertson,
Roland, Crlobalization: Social Theory and Global Cuiture (London, Newbury Park, New Delhi:
Sage Publications, 1992).
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Understanding (London: Chatto and Windus, 1964), p. 158,
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Said, Edward W., Orientcdism (New York: Vintage Books, [1978] 1994).
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Waardenburg, Jacques, Classical Approaches to the Sudy of Religion, 2 vols, (The Hague:
Mouton, 1973); and Whaling, Frank (ed.), Contemporary Approaches to the Study of Religion, 2
vols. {Berlin, New York, Amsterdam: Mouton, 1983); see also Smart, Ninian, { ‘oncepr aned
Fmpathy: Fssaps in the Study of Religion, edited by Donald Wiebe, (Lonrdon: Macmillan, 1986),
p. 205.
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Sharpe, Eric )., op. cit, pp. 47-71; also Kitagawa, Joseph M., and Sirong, John 8., *Friedrich
Max Muller and the Comparative Study of Religion,” in Smart, Ninian, et al. {(eds.), Ninereenth
Century Religions Thought in the Wesr (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985), vol. 111,
pp. 179-214; and Leach, Sir Edmund, ‘The Anthropology of Religion: British and French
School," in /bid, pp. 215-262; also Smar, Ninian, ‘The scientific study of Religion in Its
Plurality,” in Whaling, Frank, op. cit., vol. [, pp. 365-78.
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Rupp, George, *The Critical Appropriation of Traditions: Theology and the Comparative History

of Religion,’ in Whaling, Frank (ed.), The World's Religious Traditions: Currem Perspeciives in
Religious Studies (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1984), pp. 165-80,
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Whaling, Frank, ‘Comparative Approaches,’ in his (ed.) Contemporary Approaches to the Study
of Religion, pp. 184-90.
= ¢ 2 ad oSty Troelisch, Emst, “The Place of Christianity " p. 12.
I soon discovered, however, that the historical studies (of religion) which had so largely

formed me, and the theology and philosophy in which [ was now immersed, stood in
sharp opposition, indeed even in conflict, with one another.
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My conviclion i3 that if the work be historicaily valid, as 1 trust, then theology and also
philosophy will find innovative positions relevant, and perhaps compelling -and one may
hope, helpful. History, as well as or even more than science, proffers knowledge. With
that knowledge both theology and philosophy cannot but reckon, and because of
history’s fundamentally human quality, cannot in the end but profit from reckoning.
Smith, Wilfred Cantwell, Faith and Belief (Princeton and New Jersey: Princeton University Press,
[1979] 1987), p. viil.
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Russell, Bertrand, History of Western Philosophy (London: Routledge, [1946] reprinted : /i '
1994), p. 94
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“T think that in philosophical strictness at the level where one doubts the existence of material
objects and holds that the world may have existed for only five minutes, [ ought to call myself an
agnostic, but, for all practical purposes, [ am an atheist.” (my italics). See: Russell, Bertrand,
Russell's Besi, selected and introduced by Robert E. Egner (London: Routledge, [1958] reprinted
1994), p. 54.
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Wright, T. R., The Religion of Humanity: The Impact of Comtean Positivism on Victorian
Britain (Cambridge, London, New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986).
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Dewick, E. C., The Christian Attitude to Other Religions (Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 1953), p. 160.
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expression of systematic intolerance. In other words, tolerance was then almost synonymous with
moderate intolerance.” See Dondeyne, Albert, Faith and the World (Dublin: Gill and Son, [1963]
1964), p. 231.
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Marty, Manin E., Religion & Repnblic: The American Circnmstance (Boston: Beacon Press,
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Rousseau, Jean Jacques, The Social Contract and The Discourses, Translated by G. D. H. Cole
(New York and Toronto: Everyman's Library, Knopf, [1913] 1993), Book 1V, Chapter 8: *Civil
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Mead, Sidney E., 'The Nation with the Soul of a Church,” in Church Hisiory, vol, 36, no. 3,
(September 1967), pp. 275-83, also Jones, Donald G, *Civil and Public Religion,” in Charles H.
Lippy and Peter W. Williams, Encyclopedia of the American Religious Fxperience: Studies of
Traditions and Movements (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1988}, vol. III, pp. 1397-8,
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(Macmillan Reference Books, 1982), p. 382,
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{Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, [1961] 1982).
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James, William, ‘What Pragmatism Means’, in Moser, Paul and Mulder, Dwayne (eds.),

Contemporary Approaches to Philosophy (New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1994),
Pp. 34-46.
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If theological ideas should do this (works best for us), if the notion of God, in
particular, should prove to do it, how could pragmatism possibly deny God's existence?
She could see no meaning in treating as ‘not true’ a notion that was pragmatically so
successful.

..[¥]ou see already how democratic she is. Her manners are as various and
flexible, her resources as rich and endless, and her conclusions as friendly as those of
mother nature.

u\li_hi,—_l&{‘j‘)&_ﬂ‘ﬂ L—l}iﬂéiﬂ\&s&h—dlﬂhd#,ﬁfiﬂr})‘
James, William, ‘What Pragmatism Means’, p. 41 : Jain .Jaly Jail “dgim "y
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Dewey, John, ‘The Development of American Pragmatism’, in Moser, Paul and Mulder, Dwayne '
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Dewey, John, A Common laith (New Haven; Yale University Press, [1934] 1960}, pp. 1, 44, !
61, 84-5.
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“I cannot understand how any realization of the : g WSd g Y adt Uiy AL e pialt b !

democratic ideal as a vital moral and spiritual ideal in human affairs is possible without surrender
of the conception of the basic division to which supematural Christianity is commmitted.”
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From the place (object) of view, O (thou who art the) kernel of Existence, there arises
the difference between the true believer and the Zoroastrian and the Jew. {nalics are
mine}.
Nicholson, R. A. (ed. and trsl), The Maithnawi of Jalaluddin Rumi (Lahore: Islamic Book
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Now the Copernican revolution in astronomy consisted in a transformation in the way in
which men understood the universe and their own location within it. It involved a shift
from the dogma that the earth is the centre of the revolving universe to the realisation
that it is the sun that is at the centre, with all the planets, including our own earth,
moving around it. And the needed Copemican revolution in theology involves an equally
radical transformation of the universe of faiths and the place of our own religion within
it. It involves a shift from the dogma that Christianity is at the centre to the realisation
that it is God who is at the centre, and that all the religions of mankind, including our
own, serve and revolve around him. (Hick, John, God and the Liniverse of Faiths, pp.

130-31).
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p. 52; his ‘Whatever Path Men Choose is Mine,” pp. 182, and his *Trinity, Incamation and
Religious Pluralism,” p. 199.
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Besant, Annie, ‘Theosophical Society,” in Hastings, James (ed.), op. cit,, vol. 12, p. 301 r
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The missions of the higher religions are not competitive, they are complementary. We

can believe in our own religion without having to feel that it is the soul repository of
truth. We can love it without having to feel that it is the sole means of salvation.

{emphasis added) Toynbee, Amold )., An Historian's Approach to Religion, pp. 296-7.
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Sharpe, Eric }., The Universal Gita: Wesiern Images of the Bhagavad (ita {L.ondon: Duckworth,
1985), pp. 114-6; Smart, Ninian, The Religious Experience of Mankind, p. 183
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Glasgow: Fontana/Collins, [1951] 2nd impression 1973), pp. 69, 169, 178, etc.; also Chatterjee,
Margaret, Gandhi's Religious Thought (L.ondon; The Macmillan Press, 1983), p. 122.
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Smart, Ninian, The Religions Fxperience of Mankind, p. 183 and his Reflections in the Mirror '

of Refigion, edited with an Introduction by John P. Burris, (London: Macmillan Press, and New
York: St. Martin’s Press, 1997), pp. 163.

Chatterjee, :m— O 3y .Duncan, Ronald, ‘Introduction’ to his (ed.), o cit., pp. 19,24 37 '
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Wilson, Boyd H., ‘Ullimacy as Unifier in Gandhi,” in Bzird, Robert D. {ed.), op. :J aJlis Sail
cit, pp. 343-62.

Duncan, Ronald (ed.), op. cit. p. 124. r
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If we had attained the full vision of Truth, we would no longer be mere seekers, but
become one with God, for Truth is God. But being only seckers, we prosecute our
quest, and are conscious of our imperfection. And if we are imperfect ousehves, religion
as conceived hy us must also be imperfect... Religion of our conception, beiny thus
imperfect, is always subject to a process of evolution and reinterpretation. Progress
towards Truth, towards God, is possible only because of such evolution. It all faiths
outlined by men are imperfect, the question of comparative merit does not arse. All
faiths constitute a revelation of Truth, but all are imperfect, and liable to error. (/b p
45)
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Duncan, Ronald (ed ). op. cit., p. 46. !

“Looking at all religions with an equal eye, we would :J b Lo (£1—1£8 (£Y o (Lt por !

not only not hesitate, but would think it our duty, to adopt into our faith every accepiable feature
of other faiths.”
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Dunne, John S., The Way of All the Earth, p. ix.
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]

What we witness above all in the phenomenon of Gandhi is religion becoming
creative in human life. The function of religion, as man’s response to ultimate Reality, is
o transform humuan existence from self-centeredness to Reality centeredness. We see
this transformation in Gandhi with a clarity which both vplifis and challenges us . . . .

. ... (H)ow could one who lived and died a Hindu have taught so many people,
including the great Christian missionary to India, ‘more of the spirit of Christ than
perhaps any other man in East or West.” (my italics). (John Hick's foreword to

Chatterjee, Margaret, op. cit., pp. ix-x)
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Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, Knowledge and the Sacred (Lahore: Suhail Academy, [1981] 1688), his
The Need for a Sacred Science (Surrey: Curzon Press, 1993); his Islam and the Plight of Modern
Man (Lahore: Suhail Academy, [1988] 2nd impression 1994), Chapter 3, pp. 27-36; his Sufi
Essays (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1972), Chapter 1X, pp. 123-51; his *The
Philosophia Perennis and the Study of Religion,” in Whaling, Frank (ed.}, The World's Religious
Tradiions: Current Perspectives in Religious Studies, pp. 181-200.
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Huxley, Aldous, The Perennial Philosophy (l.ondon: Fontana Books, [1946] 3rd impression '
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Rudiments of the Perennial Philosophy may be found among the traditionary lore of
primitive peoples in every region of the world, and its fully developed forms it has &

place in every one of the higher religions. A version of this Highest Common Factor in

all preceding and subsequent theologies was first committed to writing more than
twenty-five centuries ago, and since that time the inexhaustible theme has been treated

again and again, from the standpoint of every religious tradition and in all the principal
languages of Asia and Europe. (Huxley, Aldous, op. cit., p. 9).

APY=YPR o Gt el it (SN a 2T adp g J il IS 4m 08T e 1y !

3



* (traditional) “o—=17" 4l g dB” i ((normal) “o y k" al oY Lia
gyl g ) A it LSS of 19oWdly ol gf sl s ooy U Lo &5arY
Oaity syl o gty pbondy ol It oyl gl
A St 0y Aladlt plalt ool ‘:‘5.01;&-1’3..9-1” G e gy Ty B,
o1 0n Oy oppdl” WIS O gy \gplonol o LaS” (Uil g plall” o
Al Lgedel fan g Ak shdt (o000 1 pa0e y Ay WAt by 5 Al
(scientia sucra or sacred “ pdmdll edad” J21s J dfa W) g4 )l g
".knowledge)
(tradition) “d—shkad\” ptlaas OL La 8zl 3 j3b5 OF 0 4 ¥ Sy
gl iy DLt slale 4y b g b0 k1™ 0N o dhancal (01
Sl—Zaalt g dJU) g W o 6 gk BT pp o) eaddl J e o g Y
a8 e ) o 33 Jor o Sl oA o R A6 gkl g Y5
21 034l 3 f 45 ool g gl 0y g & Dt B Ly (s ) e
e s ¢\ g gan g “BAE-) WS b 0add 030 Sl e 4.,., PRgT
ot ez 0 S0 1y A S g 2 b N BN Lo i AV L ¢

.Guenon, Rene, Crisis of the Mudern World (Lahore: Suhail Academy, [1942] 1981}, p. 15 '

XY 2 V0 o g il itk gy

WLk Uy daias g acalay © pddll ot Qi Ol por 44 Js\3 43y .Guenon, Rene, op. cit., p. 47 F
o /S0 KA e gt 1 ladl) i (profane science) o sl ol vy At Gy it ao pe QWSO s
0135 1 i o pd o gl SN b 13 i (Al 04 1 PV o
W ida ode 1) dndl By The Need for 4 Sacred Science g« oladl 1in &) g5 Jakt ol S
rdal o ghy it U feadlt o Knowledge amd the Sucred Wb yho & g1 S pab o0 bad )y
o8 Jiar,
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The reat traditional outlook is always and everywhere the same, regardless of what form
it may assume, the various forms that are specially adapted to suit different mental
conditions and different circumstances of time and place are hut expressions of one and
the same (ruih. (emphasis added)

PA # (gl ykalt |



Yy

Vo byt L oy gLl glalall oW el dad WS7 Ji gt 093
oty e 331 OB Dol b LS UST p JS pds }‘-‘J‘-‘ ¥y bl
P JREREEE
LS (3 lagar sy Al B ) g SAED Beal (Sa W (65 51 401 0
Siipt (s dV ga dr o0 Leslor} O) Co « WLAW Y2 £ 5 Y B peay SO
39t Pl i gty e By gl (5 gl g ALl 0 DaS- 0dd Jag (A3
NP JETIY EAPL UM JUNP P TR ACITERT (P P RO AR T S N
) A2d \glidy ¢ ode ga b JS7 e 1 Ble U gde “A gl Bddt ) glall
Amdad) ddido- \gd \ ((the Reality) “44:a-1" y (the Truth) 331" AR ogd
NREJVE, VILRE T ROV L]

o o € Ll a7 g “Bl i p glall” el it Y g\ e g

oi_.aoiyr;'.)1&¢u3 .,hm”mmy | a8 Wl Ayl Lduadl Al U
SR N Wy 't IR QT IRPEL VB DSt il p Gl V) p b
ot Jaly T ) il g Tt Ol B g U1 A S e s
Bl g g o W gl g Al Dpd el iy plasAl ki) e Sl e )
Ikt et § B g B 3 (s dlh) ((Frithjof Schuon) Uggs 3 gy 3 oa I dad)

s A RS lnasl O gl ST G S gl L adlay e SO Uity iy leayi e
Islam and the Plight of Modern Man 3+ yor 453§ (Laud-t [W a3l Crisis of the Modern World
ol (et ) (g1 QLN Byl g )
plaesat b OY Ay g0 Lnb b 301 SO oY ey At Bt Aad OF Dl OV 5 R
-Aslan, Adnan, op. cit., p. 114 : il Lo e Raghi| 3y La i o ghalt slp-) adsit ) gh Lggonaol
Ll Jghy
“In fact, if there is one really new and significant dimension to the religious and spiritual life of

man today, it is this presence of other worlds of sacred form and meaning not as archaeological or
historical facts and phenomena but as religious reality.” Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, Knowledge and

the Sacred, p. 292.
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Schuon, Frithjof, The Tramscendent Unity of Religions, trsl. from French by Peter Townsend
(New York, London: Harper Torchbooks, [1948] 1975),
Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, Knowledge and the Sacred, p. 282. ’
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Schuon, Frithjof, /slam and the Perennial Philvsophy, trsl. from French by ). Peter Hobson
(Lahore: Suhail Academy, [1976] 1985), his Fsoterism as Principle and as Way, trsl. from
French by William Stoddart (Pates Manor, Bedfont, Middlezex: Percnnial Books, [1978] 1981),

his Sufism: Veil and (QQuiniessence, trsl. from French by William Stoddart (Lahore: Suhail
Academy, [1979] 1985).
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The exoteric claim to the cxclusive possession of unique truth, or of Truth
without epithet [absolutely Absolute], is therefore an error purely and simply; in reahty,
every expressed truth necessarily assums a form, that of its expression, and it is
metaphisically impossible that any form should possess a unique value to the exclusion of
other forms, for a form, by definition, cannot be unique and exclusive, that is to say, it
cannot be the only possible expression of what it expresses. Form implies specification or
distinction, and the specific is only conceivable as a modality of a “species,” that is to

say, of a category that includes a combination of analogous modalities.
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Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, Knowledsre and the Sacred, pp. 292-4 k

Nasr, Hossein Secyyed, Knowledge and the Sacred, p. 292, also his The Need for 4 Sacred : Jain '
Science, pp. 63-4; his 'The Philosophia Perennis,’ pp. 191-2.
.Nasr, Seyved Hossein, Knowfedge and the Sacred, p. 292 fai r

ibid., pp. 294-5. "
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Nast, Seyyed Hossein, Sufi Exsays, pp. 132-2; also his ldeals and Realities of Islam, pp. it |
32-3.

.Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, Knowledye and the Sacred, p. 293 r
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Nasr's interview with Adnan Aslan in the Appendix of the latter's Religious Pluralism, entitled k

gl WSd ol g oY1 jadt Wly ‘Refigions and the Concept of the Ultimate,” p. 262

If this was simply a mistake, how could God allow, with his infinite wisdom and justice,
one of the major religions of the world within which millions of people have sought their
salvation, to be misguided for two thousand years. Was this simply a nustake? That is a
very important theological question to consider.
So | believe that . . . it was divinely willed.
Nesr, Seyyed Hossein, : fut & a5 o ST Lhes Loal b utdll Lty 5T 053 03 pball e Oy
The need for 4 Sucred Science, p. 62,
Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, Kuowledge and the Sacred, p. 296, also his Ideals and Realities of ’
Islam, p. 16,
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(New York: A Touchstone Book, {1996] 1997), p. 29.
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el Lo Zaagh SNy sl Y g 1Dy U dagky b s\l aday



‘yy

e} bl Al oy g @ @t ol ylity O gt O NS
Aalalty A ) Al O e J Al a5 Dlgry o4 ol dday plt ¢ g g
e lad Lt Dadall jatually Sl ghall (S cUie o JSD Nidg oWy il
G 1 2By BN o B> pSTy dm g el o gl 0dg pL o ST
s ghies Yy g2 b oor g B! adell 31 1 0 calllyy o sty
A § Bt 5 el o ple JSChy Aadlt Bpsdadt b a5 OF Rol gy b S
et ity a1 e OIS e Lood 3 ST Cidt andl § Y15 g 1 Y
s 32§\l y Wadlaily U1 ada 2By upis OF Lilasey Longas By alt o
At Al O ety St it LS A} Che g b

Of et U oaly Jof OB i) G3aad!” allnas pggide Gl Glay Led

s Chmy 5 "o uadl® 64 ja ai ¢ (AST g2 A3y A I G NBIT 4} wn g
Of W It 0d e J Y1 ot Ui WSy U1 g "pautadi® o3 *pllt®
i el bl e Bl y O ab e CF W Aals ddeay g gl pg—gis
WU S Y o Ol g1 gl S Bty ad i g B A1 Bl Bas
4mib 7 W gl (human response) "ated} naal” g2l OF 54 g2 e & )
S g me W e gl el 2add g DL A A S8 J sl g o S sl
o¥—i "(religious experience) "kt & pdt” pllaag ¢ uidl oo 5 L gy SV

2=ST e ot Gy b O 2t Tadalt DLty S gl 0dm a S kel S 0 e
Y WSV ket § gty L 0 G planad LY o f e sty U placa gl ar g g ladh
S s g a3 ) oo g forl e 83 g0 g1t ady e Adlas T ) iyt ) 448 g

p—tbioas Juesil lid iyt dg pudt g of BILSY R o) B i3 Wil p st ol ) 1 il
s g ls J et slalalt OB jag LS J 108 (religious experience) "t 4 puht”
Byl e i) U 35y W7 ¢ palt 0801 il din i e g 1r g g9 28y £ et @dey Ol
W o g5y ‘,.4.,5.1 HITRPT g

James, William, 7he Varieties of Religious FExperience: A Study of Human Nalure
(Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, [1961] 1982), Wach, Joachim, 7ypes of Religious Experience:
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Christian and Non-Christian (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, [1951] Third
Impression 1965), Hook, Sidney (ed.), Religions Experience and Truth: 4 Symposium (New
York: New York University Press, 1961), Smart, Ninian, Religious Fxperience uof Mankind (New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, [1969] Twelfth Impression 1982}, Proudfoot, Wayne, Refigious
Fxperience (Berkiey, Los Angeles and London; University of California Press, 1985).

Wach, Joachim, op. cit., pp. 32-3, 38 : jai '
1§ el adh oS3ty . Proudfoot, Wayne, op. cit., p. xiii
The turn to religious experience was motivated in large measure by an interest in freeing

religious doctrine and practice from dependence on metaphisical beliefs and ecclesiastical
institutions and grounding it in human experience.
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“True religion is entirely human and political, as was that of the ancient Hebrews, Romans, and
Greeks.”
-Wach, Joachim, op. cit., p. 34 Y
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Smart, Ninian, and Hecht, Richard D. (eds.), Sacred Texts of the World: A Universal Anthology
{Macmillan Publishers Ltd., 1982)
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Leasa, William A., and Vogt, Evon Z (eds), Reader in Comparative Religion: An
Anthropological Approack (New York, Philadelphia, San Fransisco, London: Harper & Row
Publishers, Fourth Edition 1979), pp. 78-89; also Hicks, David (ed.), Ritual & Belicf: Readings
in the Amhropology of Religion (Boston, Bangkok, London, New Delhi, Singapore, Toronto:
McGraw-Hill College, 1999), pp. 11-34.
Marty, Martin E , op. cit., p. 21 : it | gladall ol U o) Lty a dpder a f
Geertz, Clifford, ‘Religion as a Cultural System,’ in Lessa, William A, and Vogt, Evon Z. {eds.), !
i gh St ol adty op. cit., pp. 79-80; and in Hicks, David (ed.), op. cit., p. 13.
.. . {A) religion is; (1) a system of symbols which acts to (2) establish powerful,
pervasive, and long-lasting moods and motivations in men by (3) formulating

conceptions of general order of existence and (4) clothing these conceptions with such
an aura of factuality that (5) the moods and motivations seem uniquely realistic,
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Crapsey, Algemnon Sidney, Religion and Politics (New York: Thomas Whitiaker, 1905), passim;
and Cochran, Clarke E., Religion in Public and Private Life (New York and London: Routledge,
1990), passim.
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Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, Vol. 10, No. 2, July 1999, pp. 237-9.
May, John D'Arcy (ed.), Pluralism and Religions: The Theological and Political Dimensions !

(b Y Jeott e oSty (London: Cassell, 1998), p. 1.

It is beginning to dawn on Western theologians that there may be alternative models of
pluralism with roots in other cultures and religions. Must we reckon not only with
varieties of religions but also with those of pluralism? ... Must we now get used 10 asking
‘whose pluralism’ as well as *which religion?’
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Nickles, A, *A Religion in A Pluralist Society,” in Pobee, ). 8. (ed.), Religion in A Pluralistic '
gt WSO bl 2t Wly Society (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1976), p. 157.

Pluralistic society is one in which: (i) there co-exist more than one religion, philosophy
or weltanschauung, which are in a relationship of conflict (in Galtung's sense), (ii) there
is some degree of recognition by all the parties concerned that a fundamental
incompatibility between them exists, and (iii) there is nevertheless some degree of
awareness that this co-existence of incompatibilites is of positive value, both 1o the
community as a whole, and 1o each of the included organisms in themselves.
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Barmhan, 1. A, The Study of Religion and its Meaning (The Hague, Paris, New York: Mouton,
1977), especially chapter 5A {The myth of the neutral point of view), pp. 63-4.
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Furet, Francois, ‘Democracy and Utopia.’ in Journal of Democracy (Washington), Vol. 9, : it '
W asy No. 1, January 1998, pp. 65-79

Democratic society is never democratic enough, and its supporters are more numerous
and more dangereous critics of democracy than its adversanes. Democracy’s promises of
liberty and equality are, in fact, unlimited. In a society of individuals, it is impossible 10
make liberty and equality reign together or even to reconcile the two in a lasting way.

A century and a half ago, one of the best minds of French liberalism, Charles de
Remusat, explained how the congenital instability of liberal democracy is a consequence
of the limitless vistas that it makes available to the human imagination.

. . .. Thus the modemn world is a place that is particularly sensitive to the claims
of utopia. (fhid., p. 66).
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(Oxford, New York, Karachi, Toronto: Oxford University Press, [1998] 2000).
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Smart, Ninian, 'Truth and Religion," in Cahn, Steven M., and Shatz, David (eds.), Contemporary '
Philosophy of Religion (New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982), pp. 291-300.
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From the perspective of religion, the single most important feature of the

modern world is its secularity. Sociologists of contemporary affairs regularly refer to

‘this secular age’; ‘secular society’ and ‘the process of secularization’, and the Christian

clergy and Jewish rabbinate (as the religious professionals af the dominant religious

traditions of advanced Western countries) frequently acknowledge the prevailing
secularity which has depleted their congregations and diminished their social influence.
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and Istamic Philosophy (Surrey: Curzon Press, 1998), passim.
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In the great majority of American minds this assertion that politics is not
religion would have the force of self-evident axiom; and yet the whole history of the
world proves that while religion is much more than politics yet politics is refigion.
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...However, to claim that there is nothing real beyond observable data is to make an
assumption based not on science, but on faith, faith that observable data is all that is
real. A statement that there is no transcendent or supernatural realily is a religiouns
Statement.. ..

To demand that there be physical proof of the supernatural, and to claim that an
apparent lack of proof means the supernatural cannot be accepted, is to create a religious
creed. It is not scientific to say that because there is no phisical proof of the
supernatural, we must base moral theories on disbelief and skepticism. {emphasis added)
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While some have argued that Chrisiisnity is the national faith, and others that church and
synagogue celebrate only the generalized religion of “the American Way of Life,” few
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the churches an elaborate and well-institutionalized civil religion in America. This article
argues not only that there is such a thing, but also that this religion -or perhaps better,
religious dimension- has its own seriousness and intregity and requires the same care in
understanding that any other religion does.
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‘Chach-Nama, or Tarikh-i-Hind wa Sind,” tr. from Arabic by Kuli, Muhammad Al bin : j&5 !

Hamid bin Abu Bakr, in Dowson, John {(ed.}, The Hixtory of india as told by lts Own Historiany
(Lahore: Islamic Book Service, reprint 1976), Vol. I, pp. 184-7, see also Al Farugi, 1sma’il Raji,
‘Meta-Religion: Towards A Critical World Theology,” in American Journal of Islamic Sovial

Sciences, Vol 3, No. 1, (1986), p 55,
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1 4y '
“Since, in accordance with what Almighty God the Lord of the Universe commanded in His
Manifest Book concemning the communities of Jews and Christians who are the people of
dhimma, heir protection and preservation and safeguarding of their lives and possessions are
perpetual and collective duty of the generality of Muslims and a necessary obligation incumbent
on all the sovereigns of Isiam and honourable rulers,

Therefore it is necessary and important that my exalted and refigiously inspired concern
be directed to ensure that, in accordance with the noble Shari’a, every one of these communities
that pays tax to me, in the days of my imperial state and the period of my felicity-encompassed
Caliphate, should live in tranquillity and peace of mind and go about their busincss, that no one
should prevent them from this, nor anyone cause injury to their persons or their possessions, in
violation of the command of God and in contravention of the Holy Law of the Prophet.” Quoted
in Lewis, Bernard, op. cit., pp. 43-4.

Amold, T. W., The Preaching of Isiom: A History of the Propagation of the Muslim I-aith !

(Lahore: Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, [1896] 4th repriat 1979)
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“That force was not the determining factor in these conversions may be judged from the '
armicable relations that existed between the Christians and the Muslim Arabs ™ Amold, T. W., ap.
et Yale S fagdh OF. " e end) B s 4 J O D g St SO i e g By i, p. 47
gt 1oty aS Y it et fu,i‘it A el OF e 139 oSl J 5T gt a8 1 add 0T
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“... (Fyor the most part, detatls are lacking for any history of the disappearance of Christianity
from among the Christian Arab tribes of Northern Arabia; they seem to have become absorbed in
the surrounding Muslim community by an almost insensible process of “peacefut penetration™; had
attempts been made to convert them by force when they first came under Muhammadan rule. it

would not have been possible for Christians to have survived among them up to the times of the
Abbasid caliphs.” [hid., p. 50.
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*...of any organized attempt to force the acceptance of 1slam on the non-Mushm population, or vf
any systematic persecution intended to stamp out the Christian religion, we hear nothing Had the
caliphs chosen to adopt either course of action, they might have swept away Christianity as easily
as Ferdinand and Isabella drove Islam out of Spain... So that the very survival of these Churches
to the present day is a strong proof of the generally tolerant attitude of the Mohammedan
governments towards them.” lbid., p. 80; see also p. 136.
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Al Faruqi, Isma'il R., *1slam and Other Faiths,” p. 105 :aort, '
“The Arabs, to whom God at this time had given the empire of the world, behold, they are among
you, as ye know well; and yet they attack not the Christian faith, but, on the contrary, they favour
our religion, do honour to our priests and the saints of the Lord, and confer benefits on churches

and monasteries.” Quoted in Arnold, Thomas W., ‘Toleration (Muhammadan),” in Hastings,
James (ed.), op. cit., p. 367.
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Eliade, Mircea, and Kitagawa, Joseph M. (eds.), The History of Religions: Issays in
Methodology (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1959), pp. 31-58.
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“No statement about a religion is valid unless it can be acknowledged by that religion’s believers.”
Smith, Wilfred C., ‘Comparative Religion: Whither - And Why?,” in /hid., p. 42.
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Al Faruqi, Isma'il R., “Meta-Religion: Towards A Critical World Theology,” p. 24.

s !
“Anything 1hat | say about Islam as a living faith is valid only as far as Muslims can say ‘amen’ 10
it.” Jbid., p. 43.

T d !
“It is a verbal noun: the name of an action, not of an institution; of a personal decision, not a
social system.” Smith, Wiltred Cantwell, The Meaning and Fand of Religion (London: SPCK,
[1962), 1978). p. 112.
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“It 5 quite absurd, for example, to quote the late philosophic mystic, Ibn al ‘Araby, asan
authentic exponent of the Muslim Tradition since he has been rejected by the majority of the
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“From the place (object) of view, O (thou who arnt the) kernel of Existence, 1there arises the
difference between the frue hefiever and the Zoroasirian and the Jew”™ (emphasis added)
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“That is not the action or the words of an intelligent man possessed of sound senses. God gave
you an intelligens of your own other than your father’s intelligence, a sight of your own other than
your father's sight, a discomination of your ouwn. Why do you nullify your sight and your
intelligence. following an intelligence which will destroy you and not guide you?.” Discantrses of
Rumi, tr. by Arnhur J. Arberry (Richmond: Curzon Press, 1993), p. 135 Itis also quoted in
Legenhausen, Muhammad, *Islam and Religious Muralism,’ p. 135,

I
“Certainly it is night that he should say that the Lord of Jesus, upon whom be peace, honoured
Jesus and brought him nigh to Him, so that whoever serves him has served the Lord, whoever
obeyed him has obeyed the Lord. But inasmuch as God has sent a prophet superior to Jesus,
manifesting by his hand all that He manifested by Jesus’ hand and more, it behooves him to follow
that Prophet, for God’s sake, not for the sake of the Prophet himself.™ Discorses of Rumi, p 136,
11 is quoted also in *Islam and Religious Pluralism,” pp. 135-6.
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