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In the Name of Allah, The Compassionate, The Merciful  

Taqiyyiah (Calculated Deception) between the Sunnis and their Opponents 
By: Dr. Waleed Muhammad Mustafa 

Assistant Professor at the Department of Islamic Studies 
Faculty of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh  

Abstract: 

The subject of this research is taqiyyiah (Calculated Deception) between the 
Sunnis and their Opponents as it is clear from the title. By the opponents, I mean the 
Kharijite, Mu tazili, Zaydiyyia and the Imami Shi is. 

The importance of this research emanates from the fact that it explains an 
important issue in Islam. This issue is related to the Muslim s manifesting of 
disbelief while his inner belie is contrary to that and he does not believe in what he 
is manifesting. He does this in order to preserve, his religion, his soul, his property 
and his honour against the evil of his enemies. 

There are different opinions and conflicting views about this issue, and thus 
this issue precipitated arguments among people. A group of scholars holds the view 
that it is permissible saying, or in saying and deed, however, it is better to be firm in 
one s religion. Another group holds the opinion that it is absolutely prohibited, both 
in saying and in deed in order to preserve religion and hold it in high esteem. 

A third group thinks that taqiyyiah is not just an emergency, it is rather 
necessary for the Muslim like water and air. It remains closely attached to him 
throughout his life in the society of those who differ with him in faith. 

In general, the second group neglected it by prohibiting it. The third group 
went too far and exceeded the limits whereas the first group was moderate with 
regard to this issue. Every group has its own evidence, which I explained in this 
research. 

The method of this research is summed up in reviewing what was mentioned 
about this issue. This is done by means of referring to the lexicons of the Arabic 
Language, the two original sources, i.e. the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the 
Prophet and the books on the interpretation of the Quran and Hadith, the books of 
Islamic Jurisprudence, History and Biographies as well as the books of Islamic 
Sects. The research then moves to the process of presentation, analysis, criticism and 
preponderance. 

The main objective of this research is to refute the allegation of the Imami 
Shi is that the Prophets (peace be upon them) had applied taqiyyiah in their lives 
and used show something that was contrary to what they hide in themselves. The 
research also attempts to invalidate their belief that Ali and his sons (may Allah be 



   

 
pleased with them) had also adopted taqiyyiah, both in saying and deed by 
presenting part of their biography. 

The second objective is to contribute to the narrowing of the scope of 
difference between the Sunnis and their opponents, especially the Imami Shi is in 
order to reach an accord and common ground. This research does this by illustrating 
the positive and negative effects of Taqiyyiah on the individual and the society. 

We concluded that Taqiyyiah is permissible in Islam and it is not obligatory. 
Almighty Allah allowed when the Muslim is severely persecuted by his enemies in 
order to preserve religion, soul and honour, on condition that the Muslim should not 
believe in the invalidity of what he was forced to do and be discontent with that 
situation. 

Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his Family and 
Companions.  

The Researcher    
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