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The Struggle between Islam and Paganism in the Eilkhaniah
of Iranian Monguls in the Reigns of Tekodar Khan and
Arghon Khan

Muhammad Salim Bakr Ba amer

Assistant Professor of Medieval Islamic History,
History Department, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziz
University, Jeddah. Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This research paper includes an introduction which indicates
the boundaries of the State of Iranian Monguls which had been
established by Hulako Khan and had been known by the name of the
Eilkhaniah of al-Maghoul in Persia (Iran), and the underlying reason
for this name, the Christian-Islamic struggle and the importance of the
site of the battle Ain Jaloot in decisively ending this struggle in favor
of Islam, the alliance between Christianity and Paganism after the
death of Hulako, the rise of Islam and the struggle between it and the
Christian-Pagan alliance, the views which were expressed in that
regard and how this period represents an important historical state of
Iranian-Munguls, for its recording the changes which had taken place
in the arena of the sovereigns of Iranian Monguls. This research paper
also discusses the reign of Tekodar Khan with respect to his genuine
name, his Christianization, his inclination to Islam, his emergence on
the political stage of events and how he was the right man for that
period, his characteristics, his conversion to Islam , the political
foreign circumstances in his reign, the criticism against him and the
defenses against the accusations relating to him, his internal and
external achievements, his involvement in the strife for the crown with
his nephew Arghon, and the reasons for that conflict This research
paper also discusses the reign of Arghon, his internal policy, the
financial crisis, his foreign policy, including his embassies to Western
Europe in the period 684-689 A.H. / 1285-1290 A.D., the relations of
Arghon with his neighbors, his culture, the archaeological monuments
which had been constructed during his reign, his death, and the
Mongulian traditions in burying their kings. The conclusion of this
research paper includes the diversities of opinions among historians
regarding the exact day of Arghon s death, the causes for the influence
of the Christian Orthodoxies (Alnasaterah) at his court, and the replies
on those who were in doubt of Tekodar s Islamic faith, and how his
reign had been regarded as a significant transition which had preceded
the birth of a new State in its religion, political affiliation, and policy.
The paper also discusses the end of the struggle which had been
marked by the triumph of Islam and Muslims.





