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.0, BOX No. 86 » 150, ROUTE DE FERNEY » 1211 GENEVA 20 = T!I.IEP_HDHE (022 333400 » TELEX: 23423 OIK CH s CABLE: OIKGUMENE G
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

PROGRAMME UNIT ON EFAITH AND WITNESS
Dialogue with Pecople of Living Faiths and ldeologie:

November 19, 1976
_JBT/lu -

!bhannad bin Saad bin Abdul Raman
Al Asisiyah~ ’

Behind isisiyah Secondary School
!noon 11 Mokaraas

Dear Mr. Mohammed bin Saad bin Abdul Rahman,

I vas very interested to receive information about your
resource project. I am alysgs happy to know of Muslims who
are undertaking a serious study of Chrietianity, just as I

. am oonstantly encouraging Christiane to undertake a sympathe-
tic study of Ialanm.

T

Please accept the enclosed bocks a8 & token of my encourage-
ment. If you read carefully the books of Bishop Erown you will
find answers to almost all your questions. But if you still have

' diffioultial with some of these queations, please do write back..

¥With varm good wighes,

Yours fraternally,

e Aa é??’(#(;
Dr. John B. Taylor

dichated but not personally
- slgned due to abaenoce

Encl.
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DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

. CANADA
DEPARTHENT OF RELIGION

Jenuary 10, 1977

H.H. Prince Muhammad ibn Sa‘d ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman
Sharia’ College

King Abdulaziz University

Mecca, Su‘tidi Arabia

Your Highnegs:

During the autumn there arrived on my desk {forwarded from the
Institute of Islamic Studies at MeGill University, of which I was
formerly Dlrector) a note enclosing a gquestionnaire on questions of
Christien theology, in relation to Islamic thought. I found the
questions extraordinarily interesting, and deserving careful answers..
Answers could not be, however, straightforward, as is always the case
in any attempt to correlate thinking hetween two different cultural
outlooks, and especially between two systems of thought so fundamental
as the Islamic and the Christian. It is one of the fundamental chal-
lenges in the camparative study of eulture, and especially in the
comparative study of religiom, to attempt to construct statements that
will be valid similteneously in twoc or more conceptual systems. Every
propositian has meaning only within same intellectual framework; so
that when two such frameworks are considered together the only possi-
bilitieg seem to be three: to comstruct a statement that will be
meaningful and valid only within ome of them, or within the other, or
else within some third framework. If this third framework is outside
both the other two, this is no advance, and may be worse. To construct
a new framework that will camprehend both the precedlng gystems is not
easy. :

It so happens that this past term I have been exceptionally under
pressure -- partly because in addition to my duties at Dalhousie I had
a number of 'outside responsibilities, including a fortnightly visit to
Harverd where I was conducting a seminar. The result was that ¥ did not
find the leisure reguisite to giving your gquestiomnaire the careful
effort that would be reguired to constibute &qﬂ in any sense adequate
answer. I trust that you will forgive my slowness.

This caming termm I expect to be leéss distracted. The rest of this
month, and the early part of February, are already committed, but very
soon thereafter I will turn to your query and emdeasvour to respond.
Please accept this dinterim reply as an indication that, far from ignoring
your request, I have taken it sufficiently seriously that I have felt



/’/ | 2 —13%11 —

H.H. Prince Muhammed ibn Sefd ibn ¢Abd al-Rahmin January 10, 1977

that it deserved a more careful answer than I bave yet found time to give
it.

Sincerelyyl.l_r
!&ﬁ;'
Wilfred Cantwell Smith

MeCulloch Professor of Religion
Chairman

Wes:js



AT L

19 October 1976

E Civitate Vaticana, die ...

sﬂ:nmmms PRO nn"il ;_:'In__n_isr|A_n:|_'s_;’ji;.;._;}_ o

6571

(ln mponau:lne fiat mz;n hums nurner:)

B I have the pleasure to 1nform you that your k1nd 1et
- of last September requestlng some information about the orig
- and the. content of Christian Faith has been submltted to the
13attentlon of ‘the Holy Father, Paul VI.

3 " His Hollness entrusted me, in my capac1ty of V1ce-ff
-g_Pres1dent of the vatican Commission- for ‘religious relatlons
- w1th Moslems, to give an answer to your questlons. '

e T am dellghted for thlS occaslon of dlalogue at: sc1e
'£1c 1eve1. : : - : - -

. F1rst of all I have wr1tten for you a short paper o
~ about the'origins of the Gospels. Please read 1t and glve e
'_your comments (Encl. 1). - SR

e Secondly, for your general 1nformat1on, I take the
_:_j11berty to send you a brief presentatlon of the fa1th of the
_f{Cathollc church {Encl. 2), : : ERIRTE

. In the next weeks I hope to be in condltion to send
) you a book written in- arabic language, giving basic 1nforma—
~ tion on the person of Jesus, his work his resurrection and
. D:l.Vlnlty. - ) . B .

e Dear fr1end I. am very happy for th1s occaslon of
1¢shar1ng with you what T know about Christianity. T will be E
"~ very pleased to. know something more about ISlam,_WhICh is
- very appreciated and respected by the catholic Church. 5yf"

Besides I would be very happy to we1Come you in Rome ang -
= make your personal acqua1ntance. Lo

.- God b1ess you and our common efforts to reconczle B
men with God and W1th themselves in the name of God. '

yours Slncerely

| | fkc*ga Ek“¥44»um
' Mr. Mohammad bin Saad bin Abdul Rahman Lﬁ
" Al-Aziziyah Behind A2121yah Secondary School A

~Mecca ‘Al Mokarama
Saudi Arabia




" CARDINAL'S RESIDENCE
' 2101 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE '
| BRIGHTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02135

" 'December 11, 1976

His nghnesa : :
Prince. Mohamed B1n Sa.a.d Bm Abdulra.hma.n
“Sharial College S : :
ng Abdula.mz Unlveralty

.':_;_-_;'.-Mecca., S‘:_'i.'l.'.l_.d;l. A_r__a.bw. o

| Yaur nghness- :
Through the kmdness of Ghaz1 Abdul Jawad, Asslstant o

_ 'Educa.tlonal ‘Attaché of the: Saudi Arabian Educa.tlona‘l
Mission to. the United States ‘and Canada, I have:

- received the questmnalre you prepared in cormectlon

with your. master s degree thesis. With th1s letter ,
Tam happy to return to you'some answers’ to the
'questlons wh1ch 1 trust W111 be helpful.

f 'Wlth kmdest personal rega.rds a.nd a hea.rty blessmg,
1 rema.m E : : : ; =

_ | Devotedly yours in Our Lord

Archb1shop of Boston R



T e i

Faculté lere de Théo!ogle Protestante da Parls - ‘ i i |
88, boulevard Arago, 76014 PARIS S

- Téléphans 331- a1 4 - -

*5Munsiaur;u-

o Vuua ‘allez recsvuzr aujuurd'hu1 lea répunsaa & vos 28 ques1

.E'eat ls prufeaaeur DUHHS qu: a accepté de prendra le temps de ma ]
' dicter. De - novemhra & juin, cela fait un gros retard, ma;s vous '
*conv;andrez qua cala damandait un. patit affnrt. -

Nnus sommes contants ai cet échanga tisae un llan entre 1!Arat

et la Faculté de Théologla de Parig. Eerivez-noue & 1'occasion pour
. nous dire comment ee passe votre thase at paut—Btra pourraz-vuus .
mEma nnua en anvoyar un’ ax-mplalra. : S

Veuillez accaptar l'assurancs da tnute ‘men amitlé.

..La'Secrétaira-_
Jacquelina Fischer
'4TTF§;£;f ' '




The Flrst hurch _of__ Chnst SC|entust ;1;;:5::;3;:; "

Manager, Commlttees on Publlcatnon o

'lLSePtémber'Zga 1976_

~HJH. Prlnce Mohammad bln Saad bln Abdul Rahman L
Sharia' College o
King Abdul  Aziz Un1ver51ty Lo
Mecca Al Mukarama, Saudl Arabla .

Slr.__

The editor of The Christian Science Monitor forwarded
~ your research‘questlonnalre to this office, which serves as
a source of publlc 1nformat1on on'our denomlnatlon.

We are glad to. enclose a: pamphlet "Pacts about
Christian Science,™ which céntains a brief summary of our
religious teachings. *The pamphlet deals spec1f1ca11y w1th
a4 number of the: questlons you ralse. : :

Rather than elaborate on each of your questlons 1nd1-
v1dua11y, we are sending by separate mail a. copy of the
Christian Science textbook, Science and Health with, Key to
the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. This book 1s the basic
statement of our: teachlngs,'and it prov1des a much more
comprehensive view of Christian Science and of 1ts answers

- to many of your questlons than would be p0551b1e in ‘a. '
letter. If you would be interested’ in- hav1ng other source
material as well, please let us. know. L :

Christian Sc1ence is wholly rooted in Chr15t1an1ty,
at the same time, Christian Science departs from the
teachings of other Christian denominations in several
respects. TFor- 1nstance, although the life and teachlng of
. Christ Jesuys are central to Chpistian Sc1ence, Christian:
s _SC1entlsts do not regard Jesus: as God.- :

Some of1the deeply-held conylctlons which Christian
. Scientists do have in common with other Christians (and
- with followers of non-Christian faiths) are expressed in a
section of the "TFacts" pamphlet on pages 19-21. We hope
the information in Science and Health along with that in
"Facts" will be useful to you 1n preparlng your master s -
thesis. . o

Yours reslectfullyg.

’:§ W.”Phihney
-Assistant Manager _
Committees on Publication

Enclosure

THE FIRST CHURC_H OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST, CHRISTIAM SCIENCE CENTER, BOSTON, MA, LL.S.A. 02115, 617) 262-2300, CABLE ALPHOMEGA BOSTON



