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* Philosophical Dictionary, by Voltaire, " Genesis".
* The Childhood of Religions, by Edward Clodd,

London, 1975, p.10 seqq.

* Arabic Literature, by C. Huart, London, 1905, p.
34 seqq.
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* Changes in the Character of the Missionary Prob-
lem in Mohammedan Lands, by the Rev. W. H.
T. Gairdner, Cairo (Address delivered in the
Assembly Hall on Saturday Evening , 18th June
1910) .

* Miracles of the Gods, A Hard Look at the Super-
natural, by Erich Von Daniken, translated from
the German by Michael Heron, London , 1977,

p. 51 seqq.
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ndsworth, 1971 .
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(2) Johannes Lehmann. The Jesus Report, Souvenir
Press, London, 1972 .
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(3) Friederich Delitzch, Die grosse Téduchung, Stuttgart-
Berlin, 1921 .
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(4) Robert Kehl, Die Religion des modernen Menschen,
No. 6 a, Stiftung fiir universelle Religion, Zurich,
undated .
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(5) Jean Schorer, Pourquoi je suis devenu un chrétien
libéral, 8 Vortrage, Geneva, 1949 .
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in the history books because of s pitiless laws against hete-
tics. Henceforth a *heretic’ was anyone who denied the Chris-
tian dogmas. He was subject to savage punishments, and even
death. An army of Roman officials tracked down dissenters.
rounding them up in droves and forcing them to accept Chris-
tian baptism on Justinian’s orders.

The Byzantine historian Procopius (circa 490-555) was
author of a History of Justinian's \Wars against the Pcrsians,
Vandals and Go:ths, and a book about Justinian's buildings
(Hagia Soplial), but he also wrote a pamphlet against Justinian
and his wife Theodora. Procopius, who presumably knew his
noble lord well. described Justinian as proud, hypocritical,
unrighteous, malicious, cruel and bloodthirsty. Christian in-
terpreters of history like to deviate from Procopius’s descrip-
tion. Natuzsllyl For Justinian was canonized like the Emperors
Constantine and Theodosius.

What happened at the Coundl?

The Greek ecclesiastical writer Origen (circa 185-254). a
teacher in the catechists’ school at Alexandria, was the most
important theologian in Christian antiquity and the first ad-
vocate of a critical examination of the Bible. With the hclp of
his Platonic training he had to some extent madc the scriptures
mtelhg,lble and spiritualized them by allegorical interpre-
tations. The Council condemned his devlations and said his ex-
égeses were unotthodox. Whac was to be orthedox n future
was ¢tClusively determined by the leaders of the Church, in-
spired by the Holy Ghost. When this decicien was taken by
the Councll, persecution was not confined to Origen’s numer-
- ous followers: the view hallool to hunt all the othee dissenters
was also sounded.

(About this time the ring which bishops wear became a
symbol of ‘marriage’ to the Church. A strange union, in my
opinion, between man and Holy Ghost.)

The Bible is not ‘God’s word’. Morcover, the dogmas con-
cocted- at the first five councils by an army of princes of the
church are not inspired by the Holy Ghost — in spite of the
participants’ supposed charisma. This comes as a severe shnck
to the average religious layman, because he is usually unpre-
pared for it. What is left?

(')



in reality it was run by the virgin Pulcheria,”who had married

Marcillnus after the death of Theodosius. She knew far better -
than the bishops what she wanted. The theologian Eduacd

Schwartz[7] came to the conclusion that Pulcheria convened

and pushed through the Council against the will of the varous

churches, and held the reins of the deliberations firmly in her,
hands. .

What happened at Chalcedon?

With his Epistola dogmatica (Dogmalic Letter), Pope.Leo |
initiated the dogmatic formula that Jesus had two natures. The
Council proclaimed the doctrine that divine and human nature
are unalloyed and inseparably united in_the person of Jesus.
This_double nature still petsists today as the 'Chaléedonian_
Creed’. Last, but not least, the preservation 6f the unity of the
doctrine.was entrusted to the Pope, who could intervene when-
ever he saw fit. That is how the primacy of Rome originated.
The foundations for future developments were made official.
Today the men in the Vatican must still be grateful to the
unholy Pulchéria for pushing throughi the-Council of Chalcedon
with her intrigues. - .

The fifth Ecumenical Council was again at Constantinople. It
was staged by the East Roman Emperor Justinian I (483-565).
He was no mean despot, but in spite of or because of it he fell
in with the whims of his wife and co-regent Theodora
(497-5-8). This daughter of a circus attendant deserved well of
her husband, because she saved the theone during the rebellion
of Nika (532), when there was an uprising against the tyrean-
nical sovereign. After this scrvice, she was ahle to give her
fanatical will full rein and wipe out the rest of heathendom. a
project which the senior pastors of the Council warmly en-
coucaged.

The bishops of the Fifth Council had virtually no work to do.
Anything that Justinian had in mind had been achicved long
before by imperial dectees and laws. It is not unironical to find
this assembly described in theological literature as the ‘Council
of Acclamation’.

Justinian summoned Pope Vigilius (537-555) — ‘Unworthy
representative of his office’, who was later quoted by op-
ponents of papal infallibility to prove their case - to Con--
stantinople. Vigilius and the bishops submitied themsclves to
the power-political interests of the Emperor, who found a place

()



sanctuaries to the ground. With his methods Theodosius could
well have been the ancestor of the Inquisition. If Jesus
preached a joyous message to the poor c.nd oppressed, Theo-
dosijis was Antichrist in person. Yet this ‘Unholy Ghost® con-
vencd the second Toiricil at Constantinople.

What happened there?

‘The doema of the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, was
inlrnduu d inta church doctrine by the asscinbly of senior

‘nstors known Dy theological experts as the Rump Council. It
w.as turned into the *Niceno- -Constantinopolitan Creed’. Thus -
someuthing for connoisseurs of the finer points of theology -
was intre.duced the doctrine of the consubstantiality of Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. Today the Church still feeds on the dogma
of the Trinity that was added in this way.

3 The third Ecumenical Council at Ephesus was convened by

.the Edst Roman Emperor Thendosius 11 (408— ~-450) and the
y\West Roman Emperor Valentianus 111 (425-455). These two
emperors did not bother their heads about secular or ecclesi-
astical problems: they were playboys. So they seldom-graced
the council with their presence.

Theodosius 11 was a weakling who devoted himself w holh to
his hobbies and tyranically levied taxes from his subjects to
pay for his extravagant way of lec The Emperor was lavish in
taking ‘what was the Emperor’s’. It is small wonder that he was
completely under the influence of his power-obsessed intri-
guing elder sister Pulcheria (399—453). For some time she
acted as regent for her brather and boasted of being a virgin
(which only made her contemporaries laugh) on every suitable
and unsuitable occasion. Her pious protestation sufliced to get
her made a saint, though this did nor stop her, after her
brother's death, {rom having his able and successful rival Chry-
sophus murdered. As for his West Roman imperial colleague
Valentianus, he was under the thumb of his mother Galla Pla-
cidia and uliimately assassinated.

What happened at Ephesus?

The Council declared that Mary. should bc worshipped as the
Mother of (.,od "By inclusion in the ‘Theodosian Codex”; theit
decision became an imperial law. Thus one thing followed
another. and the Holy Ghost was ever present...

The fourth Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon was formally )
convened by the Byzantine Emperor Marcianus (396—457), but

(H"Y)



Until Nicea, the doctrine of Arius f Alexandria tbat God_
and Christ were not identical, but 6nly similar, held good. Con-
stantine forcéd-the Council to_ proclaim that God the Father_
and Jesus werc of the sa~- essence. This absolutely. vital .
amendmeiit Became church dogma by imperial decree. That is
how jesus became identical with God. With this as a foun-
dation, the bishops unaanimously passed the ‘Nicene Creed'.

The hon-Christian Constantine did the Church another
enor.nnus service” Until that time, the place where Jesus was,
buried had remained unknown. Then, in the year of grace 326,
the Roman Emperor, led by ‘divine inspiration®, discovered the

_grave of Jesus, who had just become consubstantial with God.
(In 330 Constantine had the ‘Chutch of the Holy Sepulchre
built.) However, this wonderful discovery did not stop Con:
stantinc from murdering some of his close relatives during the.
samé year: his son Crispus, his wife Faustina, whom he had
plunged into boiling water, and his father-in-law Maximian,
whom he imptisoned and forced to commit suicide.

That is the image of the Emperor and Pontifex who stage-
managed the Nicene Creed and who, when the Council was
over, told the Christian comunities in a circular letter that the
.agreement of the 318 bishops was the ‘Decision of God".

Incidentally,” Constantifie' the Great was canonized by the
Armenian, Greek and Russian Churches. . '

*  The sccond Ecumenical Cduncil was at Constantinople. This
council was convencd by the Emperor Théodosius 1 (347-395),
who was flatteringly nicknamed ‘the Great' by the Church. This
Roman Emperor did not lag behind his colleague Constantine
in moral qualities. He was a veritable oppressor of the poor. so
history tclls us, who swamped the comnion peonle xyilﬁ'i_ntol,-.
crable burdens, which his tax collectors exacted with brutal.
tortures. With the full rigour of his imperial power, he forbade
anyone to give refuge to any of these downtrodden creatures-
who miight have oftended him. I they did so, he had the inhabi-
tants of whole villages slaughtered. In the year 390 (i.c. almost
ten years after the holy council) he had 7,000 rebellious citi-
zens murdered in a frightful bloodbath in thé circus of the town
of Thessalonika < at the same time as the ‘Halleluya® (Praise
Jehovah) came into usc in Christian churches. Theodosius pro-
claimed the Christian doctrine_the statc.religion Thence ‘the
Great') and nYadé Ambrosius, Bishop of Milan, raze all heathen
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- set the standards for the doctrine and organization of the new
rcligion. e . T
The oldest dogmas, which are still va'id today, were pro~
~laimed at Nicea (a.p. 325). Constantinople (381), Ephesus
(+31)..Chaleedon (451) and 2gain at Constantinople (553). It is
~-orthuwhile tal 'ng a quick look at how the Councils came into
heing and what decisions were taken at them — presumably for
ail eternity. ) o
The first Ecumenical Council took place at Nicea. The Coun-
cil Was crnvened by the Emperor Constantine {wha was not
ceowned until he was on his deathbed, because he wanted to
use the rapidly expanding Christian religion, with its great po-
tentialitics. to_strengthen the Roman Empire. When' Con-
stantine picked out and Convened the 318 bishops for the
Council: the background was pure power politics, religious
concerns taking very much of a backseat. Even the charismatic
bishops can have'been in'no doubt about that, for not only did
the Emperor preside over the Council, he also expressly pro-
claimed that his will was ecclesiastical law. The senior pastors
accepted him as ‘Uniyersal Bishop®, even though he .was un-
crowned, and let him take pare in votes on church dogma as a
secular prince. Ecclesiastical and carthly interests entered into
an astonishing symbincis even at that early stage! | '
Constantine was complerely ignorant of Jesus” teaching. Ie
was an adherent of the solar cult of Mitheas (ancient Iranian
god of light), who was portrayed en coins as the ‘invincible
syn” and worshipped until far into the Christian era. When he
gave his name to the old Greek commercial city of Byzantium
and made Constaniinople (330) the capital of the Raman
Empire, he had a mighty column crected for the ceremonial
opening of the metropolis, with the Empecor and the invincible
sun on top of it, forgetting all about Christian humility. Clouds -
of incense floated in the air and candlc-lit processions made
their tortugus way theough the stecets in his honour. Far from
abolishing slavery in the Christian spirit of loving on="s neigh-
bour, the Pontifex ordered that slaves caught pilfering food
should have molten lead poured down their throats and
allowed parents to sell their childeen in timesg of need,
What were the ccclesiastical-cum-political decisions that
this pasha had a hand in? "~
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In other words, there is nothing th re about inzpiratinn by a
spirit, not even by the Holy Ghost. ‘God's word’ sneaks in as if
by a secret ballot in which blsck and white balls are used.
Those are facts. It would be more convincing if the world
organizations which claim to he guardians of the ultimate and
only truth did not limit themsclves to dealing with histarical
facts in discussions that are dialectically perfact, but unintel-
ligble to a layman. What they should do is use a first-class
public relations system to bring the facts 10 the ‘common
people®in generally intelligible language! Do they Iack the cour-
age of their convictinns? Are they worricd lest the husiness
basis, the paid-up capital as it were, be (aken away [rony theic
limited company’ if it were. admitted. that the Bible. is -not
‘God's word", because it camnot be 50 accarding to the proven
way in which it originated? How long are the leaders of ih+-
Church going to persist in the crror that the fajth(u can be
kept in a state of Chrisiian humility and ingenuousricss? How -
long do they think they can describe.contradictions.and falsi-
fications as ‘willed.by God’, *for the salvation.of the faithful’ or
inspired by the.'Holy Ghost'?. If that is the way facts are
treated, what has theological scholarship to:do- with know-
ledge? Nevertheless theology is:allotted a special faculty in'the
universities: it is financed by the-taxpager, viho usitaily-calls
himself a Christian, I assume that straight-forward scientific
knowledge is impartcd to the theological stindents in these
faculties. What " kind cof *distortion “takes: place between
academic teaching and: what - is preached feony the pulpit?
Where does the. ‘brain-washing" take placethat cansed the
facts to be forgotten, and the old song of ‘the Rible as the
true word of God rung out once more from the pulpit? -

-

] » .

It all began with the councils. the assemblies of <opior
pastors for dealing with imnportant ccclesiastical affairs, A pre-
requisite for the appointment of an official of the churcl) is that
he have ‘charisma’, i.c. that he shares the “divine gift of grace’.
Hence when councils with such illustrious members micet, the
Holy Ghost is among them, omnipreserit and active,

The Asscriblies 5F the first five Ecumenical (which means the
whole Catholic Chucch) Councils of the early Christian world-.
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school. At all events, a completely chaotic text and irre-
mediable confusion has already arisen owing to individual
“corrections”, but cven more so to delibcrate ones.” And the
priest Jean Schorrer[5], for many years spiritual adviser to the
Cathedral of Saint-Pierre, Geneva, came to the conclusion that
the theory of the total inspiration of the Bible and the idea that
God was its author were untenable: this idea clashed so ficrcely
with the most elementacy knowledge of healthy huinan redson
and is refuted so dlearly by the Bible jtself. thit it could only be
defended by igriorant evangelists and a flock devoid of any kind
of general culture. T

L] ® .
.

In some recent editions of the Bible — for example, in the
popular edition of the Zurich Bible — it'is at least admitted that
some passages were added by a later' hand. But even this is onl:
a very hesitant indication of the massive manipulation to whict
the biblical texts have been subjected. In the series Die Religion
des modernen Mgnschen[6], Dr. Robert Kehl gives a sketch ot
what really happened. I quote:

Most believers in the Bible havé the naive credo that the
Bible has’always-existed in_the form in which they read it
today. They believe that the Bible has always contained all
the sectdons which are found in their personal copy of the

* Biblé. They do not know — and most of them do nnt want to
know — that ot about 200 years the first Christians had no
"scripture” apart Icom thie Olif Testament, and that cven the

Oid Testament canon had not been definitely estabilished

in.the days of ihe vaglj Thrisiians, that written versinns of
the Ncw Testament only came into being quite slowly, that
joF. @ Tong time 3io” onc dreamt of considering these New

T&stamcnt writings as Holy Scripture, that with the passape

of time the custom arosc of reading these writings to the
¢ongrégitions, biit that ci'éit then no one drcamt of treating
them as Holy Scripture_with the same status as the Qld

Testament, that this idea fiest occurred to people when the

different factions in Christirnity were fighting cach. other
and they felt the need to be able to back themsclves up.with
something binding, that in this way people only began to

regard these writings as Holy Scripture about a.p. 200.

(\\"“\)



verses were understood differently by sympathetic authors and
g_hg,i:.fu;q:_i;ﬁ&iﬁgfdimed to suit contemporary needs.

The biblical ‘original texts’ teem with thousands and thou-
sands of easily provable and well-known crrors. The most
prominent of them, the Codex Sinaiticiis = written in the fourth
century A.D., like the Cqdex Vaticanus — was found in the Sinai
Convent in 1844. It cofitains 16,000 corrections, which are
supposed to go back to seven correctors. ‘Many passapes were
altered three times and replaced by a fourth ‘criginal text’,
Friedrich Delitzsch[3], author of a Hebrew dictionary and a.
first-rate scholar, established about 3.000 copying mistakes in
the ‘original text". ' )

*““This business of the ‘original text’ is a symptom of the sub-
lime art of theological description. Fvery normal mortal con,
nects the concept ‘original text’ with the very first version, an
undisputed 2nd undisputable document. What” would the
Christian layman say if he was told openly from the pulpit that’
an original text in this sensc did not cxist?
tis staggering thal the {2ty tale of thé Bible az *Gad's word®
has endured so long — therais no comparison in the 7.000 vears
. of human history. But the fact that the ‘erigiral texts,” which
teem with contradictions and falsifications, are still publicized
as ‘Gnd's_word’ borders on schizophrenia. 1 kndw that
Jalsification is a harsh description. for falsification means
nothing more or less than being intentionally misleading. But
even the Fathers of the Church of the first centuries a.n. agreed
that, though they. might quarrel about the culprits, the ‘orig-
-inal texts” were falsified: they still spoke openly of ‘inter-
polations, profanation, destruction. improvement, corruption,
. erasing’ — but that is long ago and then as now the haic-split-
ting does not alter the objective-fact of falsification, .

Christian theologians, naturally. cnotigh, do nnt like to hea
anyone talk about falsifications. They take the farpers undee
their black wings and: whisper about ‘conscious alterations’,
they wrap the correctos in verbal cotton wanl and clim that
they acted in the intcrests of the true word of God — to
which they must have had access long after Chrise.
~ Dr. Robert Kehl[4), Zuricl, writes in connection with the
falsifications: ‘Frequently the same passage has been “cor-
rected” in the opposite sense by another, depending entirely
on which dogmatic vlew had to be defended in the relevant

. (\ YY)
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that the C>thshc CThurch alone is in possession of the
absolute truth..

On-18th November, 1955 the Catholic Church proclaimed

* e

solemnly and most officially in the dogmadc constitution:

that God was the originatof of the Bibje,
that all parts of the Bible are sacred, )
that all parts of the Bible were composed under the

inﬂuencg of the Holy Ghast,
that everything that the inspired composers of the Bible
say must be considered to be written by the Holy Ghost and

that what is taught in the Bible is gccurate, trug and without
£1ror,

So that thcy can dsfend this exclusive property to the vast
community of believers, theologists, unaffected by the results
of their biblical research, base themselves on the cvangelists,
the cpistles of the apostles and the miraculous “original text® of
the Holy Scriptures. ) )
v"But none of the evangeiists was a contemporary of Jesus and
no conternporary wrote aft Cyewltiicss account. Nothing was
written down about jesus and his followers until after the de-

s - emaa

- struction of Jerusalem” by the Roman Emperor Titus (A.Dy

39=BIJ g the year 70. And if the year 30 is dccépred for the
death of the Son of God, theit Mark, the first author of the-
Bible WiGtc his gospel at least forty yeacs after the crucifixion

of Jestis” Di Joharines Lehmanc(2], co-translator of a modern
edition of the Bible, says on this point: ‘The evangelists are
interpreters, not biographers; they have not.illuminated what
had grown dark with the passage of generations, but obscured
what was still light. They have not written hizinry, but made
history. They did not want to teport, but to justify.’

The “original text’, so frequently consulted and so abundant
i1 theological hairsplitting, do_not_exist at all. What do'we
possess? Transcripts that without cxception “originated be-
. tween the fourth and tenth centuries a.n. And these trans-
scripts. some 1.500 of them, ace (ransripts of transcripts, and
nat a_single transcript agrees with another. Over 80.000(*)
variations have been caiinted. Thicre is not a single page of the
‘original texts” without contradictions. From copy to copy the
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say: ‘But we know that perfecuy well, you can read it in our
theological literature.’

They are right. But: the churches, large and small, live
among and by the public. They accompany the simple man
from the cradle to the grave, at important stages of Jife they
make themsclves ‘indispensable’ by their ceremonies, they ex-
ercise their power and fill the church coffers in public. So it is
quite unfair to say that all the errors (publicly diffused as the
ultimate truth) of réligious biblical dogma ar¢ available (and
admitted) in the books of remoie theological libraries. How
many of the more than one hundred_thousand million_Chris-
tians ever ¢ross the threshold of one of those libraries?

Joachim Kahl[1], graduate in thcology of Phillips Univer-
sity, Marburg, states: ‘The ignorance of most Christians is -
largely due to the scanty information provided by theologians
and ecclesiastical historians, who know two ways of concealing
the_scandalous facts of their books. They either twist reality
into its exact opposite or conceal jt." I call both me(hods cheat-.
ing the faithful. v

The layman has a right to be liberated from erroncous Chris-
tian dogmas that have Jong since been superseded; ke can,
since it happens in the name of the Lord, demand that he be
told the trath,in an intefligible way in language without com-
plicated and impossible theological gymnastics. -

In the Constitution of the Council on the Church on 21st
November, 1964, in the statement of 28th November, 1965 on-
the relationship with non-Christian religions, as well as in the
solemn credo of Pope Paul VI of 30ch June, 1968, it was once
more expressly laid down:

that the Catholic Church alone proclaims the infallible
truth,, : .

that the Catholic Church is necessary for salvation, -

that the Catholic Church alone is the true heic of the
divine promise, '
~ that the Catholic Church alone is in possession of the
spirit of Christ, ) .

that the Catholic Church alone is entrusted with the infal-
lible teaching office,
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CHAPTTR TWO

WHO REALLY SPE/KS THROUGH THE BIBLE? —
ARE THE CRIGINAL TEXTS ‘GOD’'S WORD'?

More than 2 hundred thousand million people in this world
call themselves Christians. What is it that ties them to their
creed? A common hasis is necessary for the purpose. That basis

.was and is the Bible. ’

The word Bible comes from the Greek: ta biblia, books.
Under the entry ‘hible’ in the dictionary it says: ‘Book of
books, Holy Scriptures, the collection of writings which are
regarasd by the Christian Church as documents of the divine
revelation, God's word, and as binding in faith and life. . . .°

- Against their better judgment, the churchés proclaim that
the Bible is ‘God's word". o

To the ears and simple heact of the humble Christian this
proclamation from the anointed torenes of theologians sounds
as if God in person had inspired the Book of Books and/or dic-
tated ir, and 25 fac as the New Testament is concerned he is left
to believe that che companions of Jesus of Nazareth took-down
his speeches. rules of life and “prophecies’ in shorthand. ob-
served his miracles at first hand and soon afterwards noted the
miraculous events down in a chronicle. The Christian then is
supposed to accept the-Book of Books as a_collection of auth-
eatic rxpocts. Professor Hans Conzelimann, Professor of New
Testament Studies, Géttingen, admitted that the Christian

.community réally continues to exist hecause the conclusions

o€ eritical examinations of the Bible are largely unknown
to them. That is not the proper Christian way, but it is
true,

The dible is not what it is cepresented to-be and even the
Holy €Ganst is no longer what it was originally supposed to be. |
know that my theological critics will raise their cye-brows and
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Who Really Speaks through the Bible ?
Are Original Texts God's Word ?



ADDRESSES AT EVENING MEETINGS

Friends, our survey is over. We havc only been talking
about work of immediate critical and strategic importance,
and lo, even this -has appeared (has it: not?) to involve im-
possibilities, to involve nx 1king calls upon the Church for which
we know perfectly well she has no present resources..  1lut once
more this word brings us up sharp. Is not-the primary,
nay, the entire object “of this Conference to make us believe
and feel and Know that the resources of the Church are not
what she is ready to producce at this moment, but what she
has in God and in the Spirit of His -Chris2? And_ now,
therefore, Lord, what wait we for?  Our Hope is in Thcc!
So we pray: while in our cars’ ring that question and that
answer which come antiphonally in pcrhxps the greatest of
the Epistles of the-great St. Paul—

#\Who is sufficient for these things?™

And the aatiplione— ,
*'Qur sufliciency is of God.”
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missions.” [ hcar, morcaver, that the German Government
is alive 10 the danger that the trivmph of Islam would in-
fallil dy mean, and wishes (o ch.p Islun out and e¢ncourage
missions.  Would that Liritish administrators in’ Nigeria 2 ..nd
clsewhere saw this point cquadly clearly v Mr. Chairman, is
this Conicrence 1o pass without an official representation
Leing made to the Diritish Government as to jts Moslem
policy in Fast and West Africa? - We have in our President
one vho has stood before kings, and even prime ministers,
and not teen ashamed.  Might we not ask that he should.
voice us bicfare a Seeretary for Forcign Affairs ?

Can then we sum up the appeal to the Church and to this
Coualerence which the situation in Fast Ajrica constitutes ?
It is donc. for us in a wcighty .«communication that has
rcached e from Bishop Pec!, onc of God's responsible
chicl-ministers in that part.  Here are his four points—

(1) “*Thy: o Christian- Government should never let the Christian
rchgxon be regarded as onc of many, Lut as the one rcligion it can
1econnise as paramount.  While showiny: no partiality in cousts or
s.dmintsteativg, a Chrstian Goverament should malke 21) the people fecl
it values mest for rule and ofiice in oll Lranches the persons who have the
spizitual eduzation of the Christian relijion, and will use such in preference
whero it can.  The Germans are doing this,”

Are not these words a challenge to this great Conference
to bring this point of view in ‘some carnest, dcfinite way
beiore the threc Governments interested in East Afrcan
administration ?

(2) **To ceceupy stronply every ..lntcrlc liase or centre (in the Islamiscd
pait of East Africa) in order to hold it in eheck.”

Tlus requires in the cast coast the same consistent co-
cration which we have been desiderating in the wust.

(3) **To offer snund cducation froin lowest to highest in choscn places,.
with Hible teaching open ta all, but not compulsory. Only thus can the
sons of many a Mohiammedan be kept in touch with Christian teachers and
ut der evangelistic influences.  The alternative is looking on while rival
Mozlem schoals spring up, deaw away the few Moslem pupils from_the
Mission schools, and cducate powerlul antaganists to all that is Christian.”
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ADDRESSES AL EVENING MEETINGS

scparate starts from a seore of scparate points on the west.
No attempt at unity as far as T am aware. 1 wish for this
reason that all West African missions might make:a vigorous
attempt’ to work among Moslems.  This would give them
an obviously common task at least. Islim might link us
together; this done it would be time to try to settle on an
intcligent common plan of operations.  But we are far from
that yet.” . : '

Are these ‘closing words not indeed a challenge?  In this
hall are representatives of the Churches or Socictics working
in West Africa. Were it not ‘glorious if one result of this
Conference should be that that ‘which, scemed to that writer
to be so far should suddenly, at this time, take place and
- come about? Here is a work for the International Doard
for promioting local co-operation, which we all so earnestly
hope will be born from this Confercnce. -

And last, East Africa from DBritish East Africa right down
to the Zambesi. The clear call, is, first, to hasten on witt
the cvangelisation of the tribes threatened by Islan,-and -
specially the most influential of them. Thank God for
churches like - those in Uganda and Livingstonia. It is
. somctimes said that such churches will be as islands in a
sca of Islam, as lodges in 2 garden”of cucumbers. But let
us not be enslaved by dreary metaphors.  Let us rather say
that such churches. will be centres of life, and heat, and light,
serving and saving the Islamic peoples round them, if Isia
is really to fill up the spaces round them. Butis Islam to
do this? * Christians, awake 1" ‘

So much for prevention.  But the direct work should not
for a moment be neglected, and that for five cxcellent and
weighty reasons advanced by Pastor Wiirz, which T would
there were time to quote.  And there is much to encourage
the prosecution of this type of work. For example, I have
" it on the very best authority, that “according to the obscrva-
tion of a scnior missionary who has. been on the spot thirty-
four ycars, the actual power of the Moslems in German EFast
Africa has decreased.  In slaving days the power of strong
individeals was exercised oves, all the coast tribes.  This is
almost entirely broken, very much through the influcnce of
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the Western Sudan.  As Pastor Wirz writes, the blow at
the heart of the extensionist movement in the Central region
would be a work carried on in the Senussi centres. of the
Sahara. This scems impossible, Fle adds: * What can we
do in tiis matter Lut pray and wait2”  Uhis then is what it
is the duty of the Church to do.  And then there is that
advancing fringe—f{tem the Shari River to the Hahecl-Arab.
A Christian travcller has now been across that fringe.  Is
not that fact a challenge to your Churches and Socictics,
fathers and bLrethren, to advance along the path-thus indi-
cated, castward from the Cameroons and Nigeria, westward
from the inissions.on the Upper Nile?  And before leaving
this aspect of the subject let me point out the umportance
of pray:ng down the French opposmon to non-Roman cfort
in alf iia vast African Islamic Enmpire.

Turning from the Central Sudan to the Western, T should
like to quote somc words of Pastor Wirz ¢f Hasel, who has
d:voted so much attentionn to the subject. * For the
moment,” he says, **North Nigeria scents 10 me the most
important point.  The countries 77und Lake Chad, on the
Rritish or German side, may be seccond.  Ii I'rench territory
were open to the Gospel sume great centre further west might
be ol the same imporiance.”  So far Pastor Wurz; and here
I wish I could quote to you the whole of an important letter,
writter: last New Year's 1).1) by M: T. L. Alvaree, Seeretary
of the C.ALS. Nosth Nigerian mission,  You werll sce
how co'xxlxlucly it endoises the wornds, * }"or the moment
North Nigeria seems the most important pumx He points
out the cnormous, work that might be done there to-day,
both preventive and direct ; how essential it.is that it shouid
be done at once in view of the rapidly approaching linking
up of the Lower Niger, Hausaland, and Calabar by railways.
May 1 remind you also yet once more of Dr. Miller'sappeal
for forty cducationists or cvangelists for Hausaland, that
the Tlausa nation may lead the way in stopping the Moham.
medan rush?  Fathers and brethren, T fall back. c1mut|)
upon my motlo, verlum m/nmhlm:/

I return to I'astor Wiirz: ¢ There is almost no unity in
African missions.  Look at thc west coast. A score of
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189,000 Moslenis of Siberia- in the Tomsk and Obolsk
districts, and of the conversion of threc Moslems 1n Siberia
in 1908. A small harvest, truly, yet it shows that the task
is no impossibility.  We know of the great cvangelistic work
done by the Greek Church in Japan.  Why should not . the
word of the Lord ycf comg to that Church to do a'simila:
work wherever Mosléms are found in the Russian Empire ?
May it be that, at thc next Decennial- Conference, Greek
Church delegates and Roman Church delegates will be fourd
sitting here with us and rehearsing to us the mighty acts ol
the Holy Spirit at their hands in Asiatic Islam ?

- Lastly, Africa. .1 nced not say one word to you, fathers
and brethren, to tell you of the crisis in which practically alt :
Africa is involved between the rcligions of Christ and
Mcohammed. = The thing. is notorious, and this Confercnce
at least is well awarc of its seriousncss. The two main-
causes are, first, - the influence of the Senussi movement, .
which has radiated fzom the North-East Saharm, and is felt, I
belicve, wherever Islarn is advancing between the 1oth and,
sth degrees of latitude North; and secondly, the influcnce
of traders, who, taking advantage of the security given by the
various British, French, or German occupations, carry Islam
everywhere. ‘T'his applies generzlly to Last Africa and the
Central and Western parts of the Sudan. '

How can these things be dcalt with ?

In rcgard to the first, Dr. Kumm in his recent journcy
across Africa ancl-along the Moslem fringe, everywhere found
tribes on the Shari River ard North- Congo strecams up to the
sth parallel in process of Leing Islamised; and he found
that the impctus was coming” from the Scnussi movement.
‘The Scnussi monasterics dnd not El Azhar are the true
fountain hcad of North Africah Mohammedan extension,
and Scnussism, though utterly-anti-modegnist, is nevertheless |
not orthodox. 'No Scnussite could study at El Azhar, that
home of an unmilitant orthodoxy. The only contribution
El Azhar makes to Cent:al or West African Islam is the-
vague prestige- of its name, and a certain amount of con-
solidating influcnce cxerted by the few Azharite graduates.
who find their way back to Hausulund and other parts of
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inter-communication.  Our Dutch ard German brethren are
doing a magniticent work here both in winning Moslems and
i‘ﬁ?ﬁi{é‘\ﬁuming the Islamising of non-Moslemns.  All this great
Cbnfcr?:rqu. can do is to encourage them to make even ureater
cxcrhc“;h‘t. in the name of the Lord!  In particular, may we
r}g’;‘g’i‘jfiqré’jf‘lhai they and we may be cnabled to strengthen our
lio ;ﬂpcx‘jx'lior_l)&‘ho, that great island in which but little is. being
¢oxi;.'a‘:3ml which, I am informed by the Rev. C. Allan,
S".}"’.‘Q’.’hxiasiona:y there,.is full of fanatical and very intluen-
li‘ﬁﬁ&'xlaysi.m Moslems. It is 2 marvel that the Dyaks and
ofliér_aborigines have not Leen Islamised, such<being the
cife®¥ances. It scems that we. owe their present escape
o (hA:ir, unparalleled relish for pork ! But that is not a satis-

067 thing for us to relf on, and with this Malaysian
Sidonment the danger is imminent. Even in the casc of
'émcnormous islafid of New Guinea, hitherto as far as |
ARV unaflected by Islam, we may well let (21l the appeal in
pRiEHa to hasten its cvangelisation, lest, if we garry, it too
bz&?fu: as Java and as Sumatra.

¥n*China until recently the problem -of Islam has hardly
bpﬂ{’ cven studivd, much less worked at.  We have read in
th@Report the significant message of young Chinese Moslenis
studying at Tokio, “ Moslems, awake!”  Is not the trans-
la‘i’iﬁn of this sitnply, * Christinns, awake?"” Itis, in fact, 2
stdtp admonition to us that the Zassses Juire attitude of the
past must now cease.  The Report advises the focusing of
“Christian cffort on certain known strategic centres and the
seiing apart of men for the purpose. It adds: * Such
wBfiers would nced a knowledge of Loth Chinese and
AZibic.”  This is only one morc indication of the necessity
of having an Arabic Seminary at Some centre like Cairo.

“Frem China through to Central Asia, Turkestan, and
RUssia is an histori¢ route. From what I learn from three
fitst-rze informants, the thing of paramount importance to
p['a)- fur is the revival of the Greek Church, and the according
to other forms of Christianity a .more complete freedom
to be and to work.  The Gfeek Church has the means and
the .men had she the vision and the passion, yet Iam ine
formed | of two small Greck Church missions awong . the
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of the enormous importance that region is going to ha+~ in
the future when the Bagdad railway scheme and Sir William
Willcock's irrigation scheme have been worked out?  Is it
not vital that the Church should initiate work there on a
totally dificrent scale than exists at present ?

After Mesopotamia, Persia.  The ferment in that country
is not a call to retreat or stand still, but to go forward (a thing
which is cverywhere true where the minds of men are at last
feeling the .nced of somathing they have not got). The
Bakhtiad Chiefs wha carried through the recent coup détas
and became the e fiucto governors of Teheran, wers, before
they camec into this stzriling prominence, the firm friends of
the C.MLS. missionazi~s.  Does not this one fiact make it
crucially important to strengthen and reinforce those work-
ing for the gospel in that land, the importance of which as
dividing Sunni.Islam is so great? The opportunity was
greater a few years ago than it is to-day. Is it to-slip
entirely ? ' o

In India we have the same phenomena noted in Egypt,
constituting the same call.  We have the samie enorfirous
mzss of popular Sunni Islany, and 1o a still greater extent a
modernist movement, which has never yet been adequately
dealt with, In addition to all this we have the scrious intelli-
gence of some millions of outcastes in Bengal or the Punjab,
.who before very long must be claimed by ecither Islam or
Hinduism if the Christian Church does not gather themn to
herself.  Is not the latter fact a call to the Church immedi-
ately to do this vital work of taking preservative measures ?
In this case, by how many thousand times is prevention
better and casier than cure! For the rest the Report of
Commission I. registers the impression that in India Moslem
Missions have bzen sadly neglected.  Hardly any men arc sct
-apart for this work in S. India, and nowhere I believe, in India
as elsewhere, is the proper training being given to men who
are to engage in modern work, and who have now not only
to study traditional Islam but the modernist movement and
literature that have their source and spring at. Aligarh.

In the East Indies we have alrcady mentioned the nev
activity conscquent on increased (acilitics for travel anc
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with its several almost contradictory aspects. I do not'know
where that study can Ue fully carricd on, except somewhcre
in the Arabic-speaking wotld ; and that somewhere, beyond
all dispute, can only be Cairo.  Therefore it scems to many
of us that a school of Arabic study must be quietly founded
and, carried on there—a school which shall be at the service
of missionaries frem cvery past of the Moslen world. T say
“ this without prejudice to schemes of Griental Colleges and
courses in the home lands, schemes which will certainly have
their place, but will rot, T believe; be more than supplemen-
wary or complementary to what I am indicating. "At Cairo,
thien, this scheol can caly.be started and maintained, Gen-
tlemen, by your Socictivs taking thought—if not znxious
thought, still thought—and that immediately.  Verdum
‘Sapientbas ! ‘ )

Moviug Cast from LEgypt, we come to Arabia, the Cradle
of Isiam. Bosu.bcd as it is by-Moslem countrics where
moderaist actions and re-actions are taking place, ought it
nct to be more effectively besicged by us? I would &l your
attention first, to the rccommendations of Commission I.,
that ten important points along the’ coast should be occupicd
with medical missions, like so many cncxrchng light-centres ;°
sccondly, to the reminder rcccntly given by Mr. Carland,
the Jewish missionary, that Islam may ycet be ccached by the
Jews of greater Araktia, if we remember “to the Jews first”;
thirdly, to the following words of Dr, Young of Aden :—

“I think the Church should seize the present opportumty
of entering the opua door of Arabia, and specially should it

7y to stast a farge united mission in Mecca or Medina, It
" may scem Utopian even to dreamn of starting a mission in
Mecea or Medina, but until an cffort has been made no onc
can tell whether or not it will be successful. At any rate an
attempt should be made o Legin wock in Jidda (the port of |
}ecea) and a properly equipped hospital established there
would do much to tcach the pilgrims the mezning of Chris-
tisn love.” Dr. Zwewmer told me yestceday that-he con-
sidered Jidda even more important—it is certainly more
practicable—tkan Mecca. .

Turning to .Mcsopotamia, may I remind the Conference
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that it is proper to emphasise another critically necessary line
of advance which the Christian Church must make without
delay. I mican an advance in the quality amd quantity of
the scholarship of those who work among Moslems 2l over
the world, and especially in these parts where the ealighten-
ment’is going on. There are two main lines clang which
this increased stady must be directed, and Mosiom Cairo
stands for both : the fust is the old traditional theoloyy and
philosophy, represented by the University of L Azhar; and
the sccond is the modernist movenent, which mase or less
touches every young Moslem who ieccives 2n education
after the Western model, aud which consist:: as I have said,
in an attempt o get behind the actuzi historical evolution
ofIshnﬁsm,nndtorodﬁuboutancw;xﬂky,ancwthcobgyj
a new philosophy, and a new socicty, upon the basis of the
Koran, unsupplemented by all (radition whatever.  This
movement, which is strongly represented: in India, has zlso
a firm footing in Caio, where the well-known Sheikh
Mohammed Abdu lectured: and gained disciples. One of
these disciples, the editor of the Cairo review, Z/ Afinar,
is the man who at this moment is busying himsc!f zhout
founding a missionary :college for Turks in Constantiniople,
the graduates of which shall*go forth to teach the principles
of this new Islam, specially in the further Eastt Whereby
you may see that this new Islam aims at spreading and
propagating. Now both these laes of intcllectual activity
imply a force of scholar missionarics, more numerous and
many decgrees more lcarned than at present exists. For
cven though the learning of traditional Islam be supposed to
Le on the decline—and the supposition remains to be
proved, though it is hardly questionable that Td Azharis a-
dccaying institution, and its influcnce abroad a micre shadow
of what it was—yct that traditional lcarning is still the
learning that underlics the life of the cnormous masses of
Mobammedans all over the world, masses whose very vis
fnertiie will always be a formidable and potent thing.  That
tx:aditibnnl learniny, then, demands students as much as ever
it did, and thosc same students must add to their programime
the task of watching, studying, and mecting this Neo-Islamy
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Empire, whether Anglican or non-Anglican. Secondly, to
occupy the unoccupicd districts through the Socicties con-
tiguous to them—these districts are mentioned in the Report
of Commission I. Thirdly, to place litecrary work on a
stronger and surer footing. (I will return to this point in
a moment.) TFourthly, to put wisc, .continuous, and cour-
ageous pressure upon the Government to make full religious
equality and liberty an actual fact in the Enpirc.  Fifthly, to
make 2 wise and courageous advance in dircct work for
Moslems. In an iaformal conference lately held in Beyrout,
which I had the privijcge of attending, cne heard witness after
witness-dwelling on the extent to which such direct work is
already being done, and the far greater extent to which, in
the opinion of all, it might be now donc. . At the end of
the day that informal confercnce expressed its opinion, with
this Edinburgh Confcrence specially in view, as follows :—

(1) That direct evangelistic work among bloslems, which has been
going on quictly for seveinl decades in Syris sad Palestine, is more than
ever possible to-day, whether by means of visiting, conversation, the
production and carcful distribution of Christian literatuse, Dible circula-
tion, medical missions, aad boys' and girly' schools,  (2) That the
promulgation of the Constitution has already, in the more enlightened
centres, made this dircct evangelistic’ work easier, and will, we trust, as
the constitutional principle of.religious equality becomes better under.
stood Ly the people, maks it increasingy so.  And, on the other hand,
we are face to face with 2 Mohaminednn educational and rcliginus revival
- which makcs neccssary t"is missionary edvance if the prestige gained in
the past is to be preserved and increased.  (3) For which red'sons it is
certain that the time has come for a wisely planned and areluily con-
ducted and intenscly carnest forward inave in wotk among Moslems in
Syria and Palestine,.and the attention of all the Socicties alrcady working
{n the ficld is to Le dirceted towarls immediately making that forward
move."”

Fathers and Urethren, Verdum Sapientibus!

Passing to Egypt, where the larger measure of civil free-
dom makes the possibilitics of dircct Moslem work practicall
unlimited, we find that Cairo is still to-day the in(cllcctu:S
centee of Islam. It has been so ever since the ‘decay of
" Bagdad under the Abbasides. It is therefore at this point
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in our consultation this evening both must be kept in our
minds. In the narrow sense, those resources are utterly
insutlicient to mweet  the  situation to-day, though they
could doubtless be more wiscly disposed, more cconomically
distributed, more richly used.  But at our disposal aiso are
the resources of the living God, and this thought will keep
us teminded during this session alsa of the root lesson of this
Confereace, that only.a new realisation of the meaning of a
living God will avail us to accomplish or cven continuc our
supcrhuman task. ‘ ‘

There is not time to indicate more than the foci where
the particular crisis of to-day ar¢ centred.  Fathers and
Lrethren, our wnotto must be Jerdum Sapientibus!  In this
hail, and on this subject, I must and may emphasize cach
of these two words. . )

Beginning, then, with the Ottoman Empire, we find a
movement which can broadly be described as ore towards
frecdom, political first and then intellectual.  Ukimately a
double movement of this nature must react on religion slowly
but surcly. The inner attitude of the young Turks them-
sclves to religious toleration is probably an advanced crnc.
The very fact that Ciwristianity and Christians have .been te
such a large extent at the bottom of their movement must
produce far-reaching and important conscquences.  Already
in many parts of the Turkish Empire, notably Syria, the
liberty of the press is making very great advances.  Already
some leaders of Islamic thought arc disposed to query the
wholc claborate fabric of Islam as historically evelved and
elaborated, and to go back to the Koran, into which some
of them read as much Christiarity as they arc able. - Are
not thesefacts a call to the Societies at work in the' Otteman
Empire to stand by and to strengthen their work so as to be
ready to take advantage of the expanding situation?  May
not the day for reaping the fruit of the marvellous endurance
of the Armenian martyrs be nigh? It must come, as sure
as there is a just God in Heaven | .

The following stcps, then, scem incinibent: first, to
strengthen the already splendidly successful work done for
and amongst the several Eastern Churches in the Ottoman
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reaping most of the harvest sown by Lhc. Ethmpmmsm of
to-day.

This ra[nd prelnmumry survey assures us, then, that even
from the view-point of a modern movement, the Moham-
medan problem is practically co-extensive with the whole world
of Islam.  And may I not, in this great Conference, make yet
onc more preliminary remark.  Tlis problen of Islam is onc
which we simply cannot overlook—not even in the face of the
indescribably urgent situations facing us in the Far East
And this, first, because Islam is at our duorss from the far-
fluny North African coast it fronts Lurope, actually touching
it, so to spcak, at cither erd of the Mediterranean,—at the
Pillars of Hercules and at Constantinople.  And secondly,
becausc it is a central problem also. Think of that cnormous
central block of solid Mohammedanism from Northern
Africn into Western and Central Asial Like an immovable
wedge, it keeps the Chnstian West (rom the pagan or
heathen East; and I would have you recollect, Fathers and
Brethren, that even were our Japancse, our Korcan and
Maznchurian, our Chincse, our Indian problems solved, their
present crises happily met and surmounted, and a Christian
Far East added to the Catholic Church, that great central un-
sympathetic, alicn, and hostile wedge would cut Eastern and
Western Christendont absolutely in half, keeping the twain
apart, insulating them from each other, and cxhibiting to
God and man not mecrely a seam, but .2 rent, from top to
bottom, in the seamless robe of the great Catholic Church,—
of 3 bumanity wholly, but for Islam, won for Christ.  Truly,
then, we cannot postponc the problem of Islam. It is a
problem of to-day, as we have scen.  Let thesame * to-day,”
then, be the day of solutionand salvation.

My task and prmlcgc then this evening is to seek to unfo!d
to you, representatives of the Church militant in all the earth,
th= situation as it is to-day, in vicw of the modem or modecn-
ist movements within™ Islam; our object being unitedly to
take measures, to the utmost extent of the resources at out
disposal, by which the situation thus realised may be met.
And this last sentence reminds us that *the resources at our
disposal ™ is a phrase capable of two interpretations, and that
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railway line conduct them. So that no doubt the Trans-
caspian railway, which will in time be continued from Russian
Turkestan into Chinese Turkestan, will carry ideas with it,
and so the historic trade-routes that cross the middle of the
heart of the Asiatic continent into China, may soon become
nerves organising Moslem Central Asia into a much closer
orzanism than it has been bLefore. O turn to Chinaj if
there is one country in the world the Mohammedans of which
might be conlidently supposed not o be sensitive to im-
pressions from th2 outside world, that country is Chine, for
the Chinese Moslemis have been the standing example of the
most stagnant and unintelligent possible form of Islamism.
Yet we hear of the dispateh of a Turk to be the first resident
Moslem missionary in China, and more striking still, of
thirty Chincse Mohammedan students drinking in Western
ideas at a Japanese University, and editing a quarterly
magazine for distribution to their fellow-rcligionists through-
out China with the significant title * Moslems, Awakel”
Or turn to Malaysia; the modifying influence here is the
steamship, which is cnabling an ever-increasing’ number of
Javanese, Sumatrans,, and other East Indian Moslems to
make their pilgrimage to- Meccea, with ‘the natural result of
welding Islam into a much more compact and unyiclding
whole throughout Malaysia. Or turn to Arabia itsclf;, the
tomb of the Prophet at El Medina resounds to-ddy to the
whistle of a sailway train. From Arabia indirectly came
the great—you cannot call it modernist—but the great
modemn or recent movement of El Senussi, the influence_ of
which is being felt right away through -the Sddan to Lake
Chad and the heathep tribes on the extreme north of the
Céngo basin.  Otherwisc the Moslem movement, so fearfully
extensive through Africa, is esscntilly a reaction consequent
on the acgion of uropean Governments, for the cstablish-
ment of scttled gove-nments all the way from the Nile to
the Zambesi has weakened or broken down tribal exclu- -
siveness, and opened up a hundred thoroughfares for the
accful penctration of Islam; which being so, we shall
probably before long scc Islam-assuming the attitude of
the heaven-sent uniter and. vindicator of the African race.’
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CHANGES IN THE CHARACTER OF THE
MISSIONARY PROBLEM

1IN MOHAMMEDAN LANDS
By tuE Rev. W. H. T. GAIRDNER, Catro

Address delivered in the .‘f.rxtmé(y Hall on Saturday
Evensing, \8th fune

Mg. CuairuayN, FaTHERS, AD BRETHREN,—The question
is not so much, wherc do we find evidences of the modern
movement ia Islam to-day? as, whete do 'we not find sucn
evidences ? ‘

We are, of course, familiar with the modemist movement
which is affccting the middle Moslem realms of Turkey,
Egypt, Persia, and India,——all of them countries into which
European ideas have found -their way, and have produced
politiczt and intcllcctual fermenting, both of which in turn are
reacting on religion.  But these are not the only countries
in Islam that are being modificd in some new way by cvents
which, directly or indirectly, have had their origin in the
West. In Russia- the promulgation of religious Liberty on
the 17th April 1905 has resulted, as [ ami informed by &
Russian lady who has made a special study of the subject,
in the return to Islam of so,000 forced conforntists to the
Greek Church ; and thcy have been accompaniced or followed
by not a few who embraced Islam for the first time. There
is no dcubt that events like these will stimulate the Mohamo
medans in Russia in LCurope, the Volga districts, Russian
Central Asia, and perhaps Siberia itsclf. For idcas ace like

electricity ; they move fast, especially when the metals of a
238
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ARABIC LITERATYURE.

whizh form almaost a tenth part of the whole of the
sacred volume.

The text of the Koran was certainly’ not brought
Augcther during the Prophet’s lifetime. Only four of
bis disciples, Ubayy ibn Ka'b, Mu'adh ibn Jabal, Zaid~
ibn Thabit, and Aba Zaid Ansiri, had- gathered more
or luss complete collectlions of its words. . The struggle
witi Musailima, the false prophet, had cost ‘the lives
of many of the chosen depositaries of the original text,
when Aba Bekr, impelled by “Umar, who had scen the
cnd of many of these precious wilnesses, ordered that
every wrilten text to be discovered should be collected,
and confided this task to Zaid, who had acted as
Mahomet's sceretary.  ‘Umar, who supervised this edi-
tion, would only accept written passages supported by
the declaration of two witnesses.  Thus nl'xn)‘fl'L;:,nlcn':
of the revelation, for which this twolold lestimony cou! !
not be adduced, were nol incorporated, thongh the
may well have het.n authentic. . This gave the Shi‘itc.
ground for affirming, in later days, that the Sunnite
text was incomplete, and that everything relating to
the providential mission of "Ali and his family had
been expunged thercirom. The edition bore no official
character—i proof of this lics in the fact that, when ' Umar
died, it beciune the property of his duughter, Hafsa.

During the wars in Armenia and Adharbaijan, the
soldiers from ‘iraq wrangled with those fronr Syria over
the way mn which the Koran should be red.  Fudhaifa,
their leader, luid the question before Caliph ‘Uthman,
who commanded Zaid. ibn Thabit and somec other
Quraishiles to driw-up an authoritative text.. - They
" collected all the existing copies, but acknowledged that-
of Aba Bekr, prescrved by ‘Hafsa, .as their true basis,
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"novel feature is the Prophet's answer to the “wicked
.and adulterous ‘generation” that presumes to demand
a miracle in proof of the truth of his mission. Miracles,
he says, are everywhere about us. “ Wherefore ask for
a miracle when the whole of nature is a miracle?
am only sent'to warn you!” A special mention should
also be made of all the verses in which the name applied
to the Deity is “al-Rahman” (the Merciful), the name
borne by the pagan divinity of cerlain tribes.

The second part of the Koran comprises the four-
and-twenty chapters written during the ten vears spent
at Medina after the flight. Enthusiasm is iess fiecce;
the preacher is giving place to the lawgiver, the states-
man. e teaches, he explains. His cbject is no longer
to subjugate and to convince. The ideas of his followers
are formed. They believe, and the swelling muititude
of his disciples forces his unbelicving foes to thz con-
viction that they will soon have to reckon wifth his
growing power. The style loses iis poetic character.
It becomes a lengthy prose, with constant repetiticns,
intended to drive cectain simple ideas into even ‘liie
most obtuse of brains. Thke sarmons, which cpened
during the Meccan period with the formula “O men "
now bagin “O ye who believe I or, when the preacher
speaks to his enemies, “ O Jews!” or even “QO hypo-
crites!” TFhe general style is heavy and diffuse; the
verses are very long. The chapters are made up of
fragmentary barangues and detached sentences; yet
from tiine to time passages of a truly wonderful beauty
and nobility of thought and expression. occur. The
principles of the religious, civil, znd penal code of the
newly formed socicty are nearly all contained in the
three longest chapters—the sccond, fourth, and ffth—
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great argument, in his exhortations to do right and fear
God, is the Day of Judgment ; and the believers' reward,
which lic halds up ghittering before their cyes, is the
hope of Paradise.  “\When the heavens part, when the
sars are scaltered, when the waters of the seas are
mingled, when ihe tombs are overthrown, then shall
cach swul-behold its deéds, from first to last. . . . The
just shall dwell in bliss, but the faithless shall be in hell.”
His imprecations against his foes are frightful, but it
must not be forgotten that throughout the Koran it is”
God who speaks, while the Prophct merely transmits the
revelation. The fierce feelings of the desert Arab are .
frankly unveiled, without a touch of hypocrisy to hide
their cruelty,  Mahomet's curse upon his uncle, Aba
Lahab, is famouns.  “ May the two hands of Abd Lahab
perish, and mdy he perish himself likewise 1% -

In a second category of the Mecca chapters, the ad-
jurations “by the sun and its brightness, by the moon
when it follows close upon it, by the sky and Him who
built it,” have almost disappeared. The formula “ by
the Koran !" takes their place. The address opens with
the declaration, “This is the revelation of God,"” and,
s0 that there may be no doubt as to whence the words
spoken by the Prophet proceed, he prefixes to them the
divine order, in the word “ Say!” The history of the
ancient Hebrew prophets, obtained from the Jewish
Haggada, through his verbal intercourse with Jewish
acquaintaices, is the chief proof of his mission put
forward by Mahomet. Small wonder that the history,
cowing in so indirect a fashion, should be incorrect and
full of legends.

A third period, that of argument, is marked by the
more prosaic nature of the language used. The only
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Medina. The first belongs. to the preaching period,
before the emigration. The secénd came after the
Hegira.

At the optset the e\prcs.uon is curt, because the in~
spiration-is poweriul, the adjuration is pathetic. ‘God’
speaks, and the man falls out of sight. Here Mahomet
appears as the Prophet. He has not yet become the
statesman, the legislator, who calls a new state o1
society to life. His object is not to give his fellow-
countrymen a code of laws, but to teach them to wor-
.ship the true God. There is no mention of ritusi nor
any rcference to social laws. Mahomet ¢ails on his'
hearers to believe the evidence of their own aspercep-.
tion of the universe. He bids them admize th: marvels
of nature, the stars, the moon, the suri, “all of them
s:gns of God's power, if you \»1]' undesstand them " ; or
else -he recounts the misfortunes which have befallen
past generations who would not hearken to the prophets
—legends which are a mixture of the Rabbinic fables
with old national traditions concerning the vanished
tribes of ‘Ad and Thamud.

In the oldest of the Meccan sérar, the sentences have
a rhythinic connection, although there is no regular
metre; prosodic forms occur but very seldom, and
only in short passages. The expression of thought is .
very succinct, and generally exceedingly vague and in-
complete. But the azdress is bold and passionate.
One feels that the Prophet is strmmng every nerve to
convince the careless that his mission is genuine. His
vehemence of expression is apparent even athwart the
dull pall cast over it by translation into our analytic
tongues. Tliere is as much of the poet as of the preacher
in him, as Stanley Lane-Poole accurately remarks. His
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that death was sweeping away numbers of those who
kncw all the Koran, cr part of it, by heart, fear fell on
them lest the Word of God should be utterly lost, and
all the scattered fragments were brought together.  Zaid
ibn Thibit, Mahomet’s disciple, was charged by Aba
Bcekr, the first Caliph, to collect all that could be dis-
covered of the sacred text, and form it into one
volume., The chapters were then arranged without any
regand to historical sequence, simply according to their
length. First came the longest, preceded by the Féfifa,
or short chapter of seven verses which opens the
book, aid then the shorter ones. Now these short
oncs arc the oldest. They were revealed at Mecca,
before the emigration, while the long ones placed at
the heginning of the book belong for the most part to
the period. when the Prophet, then Head of the army
amdd the. Stale, was at Medina, in command of the
troops who were soon to place him in possession of the
religious capital of I[slam. This edition of Zaid's may .,
he considered the final one, for the revision of twenty
years later affected details of language .and grammar,
riather thanthe general arrangement of the text.

‘The style of the Koran is not, and bardly could be,
uniform. Its expression of thought is purely Semitic,
and is closely allied with that long series of documents
cm:m:llfn_g from Hebraic sources, which begin with the
ancient verses of -the Téra, pass.through all the pro-
phEtic inspiration that gravitated round lerusalem, and
so descend to the Gospels. The sentepces are cut up
into verses, very short verses at first, then very long.
The rhymed prose is marked by the alfiterations at the
cluse of each verse. The chapters fal} into two great
classes, according as they were produced at Mecca or
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lioned a young man of the tribe of Kalb, named Dihya
ibn Khalifa. The revelation was always imparted in
small instalments, only one verse, or a few together, at a
time.,* When the revelation ceased, Mahomet called one
of his secretaries, generally “‘Abdallah ibn Sad ibn Abt
- "Sarh, to write the words-from his dictation, and had the
newly written sheet inserted at such or such a place.
The word sAra is Hebrew. It signifies a row of -
stones in a wall, and thus, by amalogy, a line of writing
—Koran means reading.  Furgdn, another name given
to the book, meuans (in Semitic-ianguages other than the
Arabic) “ liberation, deliverance  of the * revelation.” ‘
The stylé of the Koran differs very much according to
the periods of the Prophet's life at which the revelation
was received.  Its principal characteristic is that it is
altogether written in rhymed prose. This is strongly
apparent in the earlier sf#ras, which have very short
verses, and is only marked in the longer chapters in-
spired at Medina by the terminal paxse of each verse,
which rhymes assonantly with the other pauses. It must
further be borne in mind that the present arrangement
of the chapters is quite artificial. The manner in which
the book was compiled is well known. The Prophet’s
hearers had begun by trusting their- memories to retain
the words of the revelations they had received from him.
Later, those who could write traced them in ancient
characters on palm-leaves, on tanned hides, or on dry
bones.” When the Prophet died, and his followers per-
ceived that the hour of the Last -Judgment seemed to
grow farther and farther off (for the first Moslems, like
the first Christians, believed that the days were accom-
plished, and that the great Resurrection was upon them)
that civil ‘wars and frontier raids were increasing, anc
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The_Koran was revealed in bits and scraps, and the
condition in which we have received it gives us but
a faint conception of the manner of its composition.
For when it was finally edited, under Caliph ‘Uthman,
the chapters or s#ras were, with the exception of the
first, placed in order according to their length—a purely
artificial arrangement.

Mahomet, the Koran tells us, was inspired by the Holy
Ghost, whom he held to be an angel, and whom he
called, in later chapters, written at M edina, by the name
of the Archangel Gabriel,.which he pronounced Jabri
During the fits of ecstasy in which the inspiration cam~
to him, he belicved he-beheid the arcbangel’s face, an .
when’ lxj: was asked what he was like, he always men.

()
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Chaos, from whoin came Gaia, the broad-bosomed
earth, and Tartarus, dark and dim,’i)elow the earth.
Then appeared beautiful -Eros, or Love. From
Chaos also cume night and darkness, from these
ether and day, whilst the earth gave birth to
Uranus, the all-surrounding, starry heaven, and
to the mountains and the sea. Thea Gaiz and
Uranus married, and from them spr'mcr demi-
gods and men. S '

When you know niore of thie ancient peoples
who worked out theu tlwuwhts about carth, sky
and living thuws in"suély \'U.lt,u. slmpc and have
learned amidst what cllﬁcrcnt scenery cach lived ; ;
how T'rost and Fire had " ficree ‘uncnding battle
and the Tee-Ciant his hearthless home where clu.
hardy Nursemen dwelt ; how sunshine and shadow
made beautiful the well-wooded land of mountaing
and streams in the bright south where the Greeks
dwelt; you will understand why one legend should
iinpress us by its rugged grandeur and another
enchiant us with its stor e oz

(\'\\')
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Elder Edda contains the old mythic poems, and
the Younger or Prose Edda such pagan legends as
that just quoted, mixed with later ideas. Odin,
the Alfadir, is therein thus spoken of':

¢ Gangleri hegan his speech : ¢ Who is first oz
eldest of all gods ? »  Har said, “ He hight Alfadir
(is- called ;&ll-thl;cr) in our torgue, bBat in the
old Asgard (or abode of the gods) he had twelve

3

namcs.
‘Odin 1s named Alfadir -because he

is the father of all the gods, and also Valfadir
(C'housing  Father) because he chooses for his
sons all who fall in combat, for whose abode he
has prepared Valhalla’ (Hall of the Chosen).

The old Norsemnen spoke of death as Heimgang:
that is, * homc-éoing,' a. thought rllways beautiful
‘and tender, but still more so as coming from thesé
wild rovers of the ‘ homeless sea.’

Greek legend: from the Theogony, or ‘ Origin
of the Gods, said by some to be one of the works
of Hesiod, an ancient poet. The Greek priests
and wise men revered it greatly.’

In the beginning there was huge and formless

(*14)
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Td the south of this yawning gulf there'was :.
region of flame, and to the north an abode ice-
cold dnd dark. Torrents of venom flowed from
the northi into the gulf and filled it with ice, but
the fire came from the south, and, falling upon
the ice, melted it. From the melted drops there
arose the giant Ymir, who, wicked himself, had a
wicked family of frost-giants. A cow -was also-
formed from the meltad ice, and she not only fed
the giants with her milk, bat out of the stones
covered with.salt and hoar-frost licked 2 man ot
strength and beanty, whose san became the father
of Odi;x,' Vili-and Ve, These three slew Ymir,
aud oat of .his llesh they formed the earth; from
" his blood the seas and waters, from his bones the
mountains, from his hair the trees, from -his skull
the heavens, from his brains the floating clouds,
and from his evebro“a a wall round the earth tc
guard them from the giant .sons of Ymir, whose
anger they feared.

The old religion of the Scandinavians, who are
a braneh of the creat German fumnily, is contained in
two books known as the ‘Eddas,’ a word thought
to mean Grqut-Graml-mother or Ancestress. The

(V19)
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split the egg in balves, one of which became the
heaven and the other the earth.

(The Finns belicved that beaven and carth
were made odt of a divided egs, the upper balf
being heaven, the yollk being earth, and the white
fluid the zll-sarrounding ocean).

Brahma then drew forth miud znd created &
number ¢f smaller gods and wise mea, who iu
thetr turn .created avimals and demorns, clouds,
mountains and rivers.

You have doubtless heard of the Hindu notion
that the eerth rests upon apimals standiog oue
upon another, four elephants beinz placed lowest
of all, because their legs reach ol the way down !-

Scandinavian legend :

* Ooce was the age
When ull was not,
Nor sound gor sca
Nor cooling wave.
Nor earth there wns
Nor sky above,
Nought save a veid
And yawniag gulf,
But verdure noue.’

(V)
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years. He formed the firm vault of heaven and
the earth on which it rests, and dwelt at the top
of 2 mountain so high that it pierced the upper
sky and reached the source of light. Ie then
made sun, moon and stars to aid him in his
battle with the terrible power of darkness; the
universe being thus created in six periods;
man, as in Genesis, last of all The beauti-
ful trust that dwelt in the heart of the pure-
souled founder of the old Persiau faith that
good would in the end gain the victory over
evil, will appear hereafter in the account of that
religion. :

 Hindu. legend : from an Laportant book of the
Brohman religion, called the Laws of Manu, the
first part of which treats of Creation.

The universe was in darkness when Brahma
(which means force), himself unscen, dispelled the
gloom, first producing the waters and causing them
to move. Irom a seed which he had placed in
them therc came a golden egg blazing with a
thousand beams, and in this egg Bralma gave
birth to himsélf.. There he dwelt and at last

(oY)
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f;dills with human heads, and suchlike monsters.
(Jver all these was x woman, goddess of nature
and mother of'all beings, whom Belus, the chicf of
the gods, cut in two, making of onc half the earth,
and of the other halfl the sky. This caused the
mousters to die, as they could mot bear the light,
upon seeing which Belus cut off his own head, and
the gods then mixed the blood that Howed there-
from with the dust of -the earth and formed man,
wluch accounts for his sharing in the (lmne nature.
Belus afterwards made ‘the sun, moon, stars cnd
fire planets.

In the ancient religion of the Egvptians there
is a legend that the sun wounded himsclf and that
from the stream of his blood he created all beings.

Persian legend : from the sacred ook of the
Piusis, known as the Zend-Avesta.  Tlie Eternal
Beiog produced two great gods, ouve named
Qrinuzd, King of Light, who remained true
to; him; the other named Abhriman, King of
D:'erncss, who became the author of evil,

To destroy the evil, Ormuzd was appointed to
create the world, which was made to last 12.000

(\\"\’)
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ing’ witnesses to a Power able to preduce and
shape all to its own enda, a l’owcr to which men
give the name of GoD.”

Thereforc despise. not the old because it is old,
neitlicr reject the new because it is:new, but value
each record of ‘the past for ‘the measure of truth
woich may be therein, since if it have nome of
taat, it will perish, no matter how meny millions
believe it, nmor with avhat -shouts they strive t«.

siifie the vcices of those who believe it not.

Now we will pass on to other legez;ds, begir.-
2ing with the Babyloniap,® the wild and ugl-
features of which are'in strong contrast to th:
simplencss and quiet dignity of the- story in
"Genesis.  This “legc-n(‘l, which is-no doubt cor-
rectly giver, comes to - us ‘through a Babylonian
priest named Berosus, who lived in the time of
Alesander the Great. The legend of the crea-
tion in the old- Phwnician religion desely re-
scmbles it. o

There was o e in which all was darkness
and water. I"{'Oh). these came lideous creatures ;
winged men, wen with the legs and horns of goats;

. * See Note .

(v vY)
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" the shape of the moon, known as her phases, which
every seven days bring with them, and which accotnt
for the very early division of time into weeks.

This sacredness seems to have linked itselt
the tradition of a creation in seven days and te
the frequent use of that number in the Bible-
these in their turn linking it to many-legends v:
the Middle Ages, while the stories of seven sleepe.
seven wise men, seven wonders of the world, aca
80 on, also show what importance was given to it
in olden times.

3. It is not wise or well to cast aside the Bible
story. We can afford to be just to the past, and
our debt to it is greater than we cap pay, since
its guesses made possible the sure koowledge of
odr time. However childish the ancicnt explena-
tions of things may seem to us, they were the best
that could be had. They were the work of honest
men who, were they living now, would gladly correct
their narratives by the great discoverics of these
latter days. And those narratives contain for all
time this truth, that every eHect hus a cause, and
that this ‘mighty sum of things for ever speak-

(ve)
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have tricks played with them, and to give words
more than onc meaning is to make them mean
“whatever the fancy invents,

¢ For what the lips have lightly said,
The hc..rt mll lightly hold.’

There can be no doubt that days arc mcant as
such in Genesis, since to cach day-2 ‘morning’
and an ‘evening’ is given (see chap. 1, ver. 5, 8,
13, 19, 23, 31) a.nd tlis, together with the fact
that the a.ppomt.ment of the seventh day of the
week as the Jewish Sabbath was based upon the
hallowing of ~ that day by God, proves that
¢ periods’ end ‘suchlike words which convey no
idea of fized lengths of ‘time were not in the
writer's mind.

The use of the number seven reminds us that
certain numbers were accounted sacred by ancient
nations, and that the old mystery aboat them still
survives in foolish and unrcasoniog fears, and in
proverbs as to the luck or ill-luck that attends
them. The early worship of the sun, moon and
five planets may explain the choice of ‘seven as a
sacred mumber among some castern and western
peoples, and. so also may the apparent changes in

(\VO)
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If among the different sacred books of the world,
for which, as will be seen hereafter, the same claims
to be inspired every word ‘arc made by those who
believe in them, there.was one book quite free
from mistakes and into which no blunder could by
any means cater, we would gladly learn of it, since
the truth-secking can have but one desire, namely,
to know what is true. But nonc such has ever
- existed, and - never will exist, because every book

is the work of man and therefore liable to error.
" That only is perfect which the_finger of the
Almighty has written on the rock-ribbed earth.

2. Those who hiold that there is no real difference
between the statements of the Bible and the facts
of scirnce, argue that when God is said to bave
made the heaven and earth in six days, it is pot
days of twenty-four houss ecach that arc meant,
but ‘ages’ or ‘periods’ of upknown yat vast
duration. |

We must all admit that it is very dangerons to
force any mceaning into words which, by unscttling
what the user of them intended to convey, destrnys

their plain iotent.  They are far too sacred to

(\vw)
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and we are glad to leaun what they have to tell us,
ard, since very few bave either time or talent to
search for themselves, to rely thercon.  But we are
nove the less ready, as arc the writers themselves,
to gi\."c up all if it is proved to be wrong, and to
welconme the newer knowledge which the ages
bring.

That we must apply this to the reading of the
Eible I have sought to show at page 250. The
unkoown authors of Genesis, who it is thought
compiled that book from older writings, and to
wham the legends of other nations were koown,
23 tuc llicness between the Jewish, Babylonian
and Persiun testifies, speak of the earth as madec
before the sunm, and as arched over by 2 soli
frmament. It was to them a flut thing that
mound not, and-sinee nu veice has ever comc
from the upseen to imstruct man i things which
God l:as given him powers to find out, these writers
were not wiser than the wisest of the age in whicl:
they lived.  But the round carth was none the
less moving in its course at the rate of nineteen
miles in every sceond of time, clse spring and
summer, autumn and winter, had not then been.

(W)
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real contradiction, cach has failed to prove this.
For this rcason others have cast -aside the narra-
tives in Cenesis as idle and meaningless tales
" which common sense and science-alike bid us
reject. From' this you will see that three different
views are held, upon ¢ach of which somewhat must

be briefly said.

1. There are those who believe that God made
all things in six days, that He fixad the. sun and
moon in the sky on the fourth day after the shed-
ding forth of light and between the creation of
plants and apimals, because they .find it thus
written in the Bible. '

Now it i3 not wise to accept anything as true
only on the ground that we find it in a book,
because if it turns out that the writer of the book
was mistaken, that his knowledge is imperfect and
‘his statements opposed to facts, the foundation
upon which our belief rests is taken axm}; and the
belicf goes with it.  In reading books un lzistor}',‘
scicuce and any other subject, we believe that
the wrters have set down to the best of their

knowledge all that can be said upon the matter,

B
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universe in which we live, the age of the earth,
and other kindred matters, differs so very much
from what lesson-books on these subjects teach,
that we feel puzzled which to believe.

The answer which I will try to give to this
quesiio'n before we pass on to the other legends
may save you the irksome work of unlearning
much in after years which is often taught upoun
thesc matters. '

Since that which has to be said about one Bibic
legend applies to all the rest, we will deal with
those already given-about the Creation.

In bygonc years people believed cvery word of
those legends to be true, and there is a large
number who still believe this, strangely overloaking
the fact that the account given in the first chapter
of Genesis of the mode and order in which things
were made differs from the account given in the
secoud chapter, and therefore that one of them
must be wrong. After a time the Bible story
scemed to be contradicted by the witness of those
remains of the past which are found deep dovu in
the carth, and although many books bave buen
written with the view of showing that there is no

(\v1)
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beasts and creeping things; man and woman, as
the last and chiefest, being made ‘in the image
of God,” Who ldoked upon all that He had made,
saw that it was good, and on the seventh day
rested from His work.

The second «ccount, which is given in Genesis iL.
+ to the end, sptaks of the carth as without watci}
and plants and trees, because there was no rein
and not-& man. to till the ground. -

Then the eerth was watered by a mist, and man
was made of the dust of the ground by the Lord
God, Who breathed into his fostrils the breath of
life so that he ¢became & living soul.’ :

Man was then placed in the garden of Eden
with leave to eat of the fruit of every tree except
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Thea
beasts and birds were made and brought to Adam
that he might give them names. Last of all, the
Lord God made a woman from a rib taken from
Adam’s side while he slept.

At this point you may ask, How are we to read
these and other Bible stories 7 What they tell us
about the creation, the early state of man, the

04)
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beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.’

On the first day light was created and divided
from the darkness, thus causing day and night. '

On the second day an expanse was formed
above the earth, dividing the waters upon the
earth from those which were to DLe stored as rain.
(As Genesis vii. 11 shows, this expanse or dome
was believed to be full of windows, which were
opened whenever it was ncedful to let the rain
through. The notion that the sky is a great.roof
* covering in a flat world is an idea easily framed by
the unlearned ; the Polynesians, for example, call
foreigners ¢ heaven-bursters,” as hating broken in
from another world outside.)

On the third day the remainder of -the waters
were gathered together as seas, and the land was
made to bring forth grass and herb and tree.

On the fourth day God made two great lights,
the sun and mocn: ‘ He made the stars also’

On the fifth day He peopled the waters- with
fishes and the dome above with birds.
~ On the sizth day the work:- of creation was

ended by the earth bringing forth four-footed

(\/\\)
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fact than they, even a Cause without whom they
had never been, a Cause to whom hLe lus wiven
many a different pame aud paid worship in many
a strange fashion,

The spirit in which these early gucsses at
truth should be read is well enforced in this story,
.which comes from an ancicut book added to one
of the Vedas or sacred buoks of the Hindus.

‘A father tells his vain-minded son, in whom no
sense of wonder dvwells, to bring him 2-fruit of the
huge banyan-tree or Indian fig-trce. ¢Break it,’
seid the father; ‘what do you see?’ ‘Sume
very small seeds,’ replied the son. *Break ope
of them; what do you sce in it 7' asked the
father. ‘Nothing, my father,’ answered the :on.
‘ My child,” said the father, ‘where jou ‘see no-
tuing there dwells a mighty banyan-tree! =

By way of comparing them with the ‘stoficy
which follow, it may be well to. set duwa in aimnple
outline the two accounts of the C -cation wlich are
given in the Book of Genesis.

In the first account, which s contained- in
chap. 1. 1, to chap.. u. 3,-we are told: ‘In the

(VAY)



12 LEGENDS OF TIILE riAST (euAr. 1t

together. - And it was a very long time befor
people would believe that there were millions ot
mankind who were walking with their feet oppo-
site to ours on another part of the carth.

But as the mind of man searched deeper into
things ina.ny of them were found to be other thed
they seemed, and thus all truer koowledge as to
what they are has been gained by slow acd sure
con'e‘ctzon of that which the senses first told about
them. _ It.would ﬁlI & bigger, book than. this-to
tell throurrh .what pa.ths of darkness and d:m'*cr
the master-cpmts of ‘old cut their way to light,
amidst what s'lence and fear they worked, acd
w1th what trembhn«r they told their discoveries =3
a trusted few, but the story is one you will do well
to study. And pow let us look at a few of the
old legends about the beginning of things. They
are for tho most p't'i'i but little knowm, and
altlfough the fo-ms in which some of ‘them are
cast are crude 'md foolxsh they arc worth more -
t.lw.n a smile. They were \cn rc'tl to tllO:C
who framed. thers, and the wise v 111 'rlzullx find i in
them this truth : that in the preseace of the n're'xt
fact of carth, sea and sky, man has secu a greater

(VAY)
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they appear, and we still talk of the sun rising aund
sctting, although we arc surc he does nothing of the
kind. If you had not learnt anything from books
aod other helps about the roundness of the carth
and its movements in space, and had been shut
up all your life in some wide plain where no hills’
broke tho long, low line -around, and gave you a
sight, let us say, of the sea hiding in tLe distance
the hulls of ships, vou would have believed the
carth to be flat and fixed, and lighted by the sua.
travelling dzily across the sky, because your
senses led you to such belief. Neither could you
have learnt dnythiog of the vastness and distance
of the sun chd stars, and you might bave made
the most simple guesses about these matters, as
_did some Gf the wise Greeks. One of them’said
that the moon was as large as that part-of ‘Greece
once know:n as the Pelogonncsus, but DOW called
the Morea, and was laughed. at for his boldness ;”
while another held that.the pale belt of light
which is-named, -fromn a - pretty myth, the Bﬁlﬁy ‘
~ Way, and wlichwe Lknow consists of millions of
stars, of which our sun is onc, was the place
where the two halves of the sky arc joined

(.\M)
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IN every land and agc man lhas looked up to the
great, silent heaven, with its unresting sun, moon
and stars ; and upon "this carth, with its robe of
many folds and colours, and asked, ¢Did these
things. make thewselves? Had they o Maker?
: If so, how did He make them, and how long ago 1
What can He be like 2’ And the questions have
‘_lmd all: kinds of. answers. franed to meet them,
and not a few stmno'e stones Woven to explain thc
hard matter.

It is well known to you that amouo' many
bchefs, now found to be wrong, which were held
in bygone days, people thoun‘ht that the cartlf
was o flat and fixed thing, for \\hose sole beaefit
the sun shone by dny and thc moon and stars by,
wight. - Now, such a belief as this is no mutter
for wondermeut, because it was the only belict
then possible. - Pcopl«. must speal\ of things as

(\Ao)
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prudent, tried to prevent the translation of thesc hooks into
the vernacular, for fear that men be enabled to jadge what
“they were told to revere. '

It must certainly be concluded from all this that those who
perfectly understand this book should tolerate those who do
not undecrstand it; for if the latter understand nothing of it,
that is not their fault; bhut those ho understand nuthhig of it
should also tolciate those who understand it all.

(VAY)
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Qbserve that the author docs not say ‘I have sct my bow
in the clouds’, he says *I will sct’. Fhis clearly implics that
accerding to general opinion the rainbow had not always
existed. It is a phenomenon causcd by the rain, and it is
rcpresented here as a supernatural sign that the carth will not
again be flooded. It is strange to choosc the sign of rain to
assure us that we shail not be drowned. But one could answer
that one is yreassured by the rainbow when in danger of
inundation.

And the two angels came to Sodom at even.!

The whole story of the two angels whom the Sodomites
waznted to rape is pechaps thé most extraordinary invented by,
antiquity. But jt must be remembered that necarly all Asia
belicved in demons who were incubi and succubi: and more-
over that these twq angels were creatures more perfect than
mea, and must have been more beautiful and have more casily

-than ordinary men inflamed desirc in a corrupt peaple.

As for Lot, who offcred his two daughters to the Sodomites
in place of the two angels, and Lot’s wifc changed into a pillar
of salt, and all the rest of the story, what can be said about
it? The ancicat Arabian fable of Cinyra and Myrrha has
some resemblance to the incest of Lot and his dau rhters; and
the adventure of Philemon and Baucis is not unlike that of the
two angels, who appeared to J.ot and his wif¢. As for the
statue of salt, I do not know what it resembles: is it the story
of Orpheus and Eurydice ?

There have been a few scholars who considered that all
thesc incredible things, which shock the weak, should bhe
reimoved from the canonical books. But it is said that these
scholars are corrupt in heart, men fit to burn, and that it is
impossible to be an upright man if onc docs not believe that
thc Sodomites wanted to fipe two angels. Thus reason the sort
of mounsters who want to dominate mien’s-minds.

Some famous fathers of the church had the prudence to
convert all these storics into allegories, following the example
of the Jews, and above all of Philo. Some sages, still morc

3. Genesis xix, 1.
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I will only remark here that saint Augustine, ig his City o
God, No. 8, says: Maxcsmum illud diturinm graeca ree Lating nors
bistoric. Neither Greek nor Latin histocy know of this grea:
fiood. In fact only those of Deucalion and Oxyges, in Grer .c
were ever known. They were regacded as universal in th-
fables collected by- Qvid, but were totally unknown in east
Asia. Thus saint Augustine-is not mistaken when he says thae
histoty docs not mention it.

God said to Noah:

I establish my covenant'with' you ared with your seed after you;
and with every living creature, !

God made a covenant with. the animals| what a covenaat!
cxclaim the uabelicvers. But if he enters into an alliance with
- man, why ‘not with the animals? They have feelings, =nd

there is something as divine in.feelings: as'in>the most meta-

physical thoughts. Anyway, animals fee! better than most men

think. It is apparently by Virtde of this pact that Francis of
Assisi, foundez of the sezaphic order; said t6 the grasshoppex
~and the .hares: "Si_gg,ﬁ_ my, sj}s{tcrm grasshopper;. browse,
. brothier levezet.” Bt what were the terms of the treaty ? The
all the animals would devour! one ‘anathcr; that they woui
feed on our flesh,-aad we on theirs;.that,-afterihaviag eatc .
them, wc would futiddsiyhc.\'tcrminnlc cach other, and tha:
would only remain for'us 16 ¢it out kindred Butcheréd by ¢
owa haads. Had, there: been such a pact it would have beer
made with the devil. :

The whole passage probably means no 'more than that god is
cqually the absolute master of. cverything that heeathes. ‘This
pact can only be an order, and the word covenant is used only
by extension. We must not lic startled by words, but worship
the spirit, and hark back to the.times in which was written this
book which scandalizes the weak. and gfdiﬁc;(tlac strong.

I will sct my bow in the cloud,_ aad it shall be for a token of :
covenant, , ..} ’ o

1. Genesis ix. 9-10.
2. Generis ix. t3; the Vulgate, has ponam” and.the Revised versior *.

do set’.
(A%)
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has nething to do. Men were seen to be often unhappy, and
they built up the nation of a time when cverybody had been
_happy. It is morc or less as if one said: *Once ypon time no
tree died, no animal was ill or weak or devoured by another.’
Hencee the notion of a golden age, the egg pierced by Ahbri-
man, the serpent that robbed the ass of the recipe for a luppy
and immortal Ife which man T put into its pack saddle,
Hence Typhon™ fighe with Osiris, Ophion’s with the gods;
and that famous Pandora’s box; and all .those old storics,
some of which are amusing and none of which is instructive.

And ke placed in the garden of delipht the Cherubim, and the

flame of a sword which he turned cvery way, to keep the way of
the tree of life?

The word &eredb means ‘ox’. An ox armed with a flaming
sword mnakes a strange figuee at a door. Bue later, although
they were forbidden to make any images, they manifestly
took these oxen and these hawks from the Egyptians, whom
they imitated in so many ways. The Egyptians first vencrated
the ox as the symbol of agricultur~_ and the hawk as that of
the winds; but they never made an ox into a doorman.

The gods, Elohim, saw the daughters of men that they were fair;
and they took the wives of all that they chose.?

This notion was also common to all peoples, There is no
nation, except China, in which some god has not come down
to engender children on human girls. These corporeal gods
often descended to carth to visit their domainss they saw our
girls, and took the pretticst ones for themsclves. The children
born from the intcrcourse of these guds and the moral
women had to be supcrior to other men. Nor does Genesis
fail to say that these gods who lay with our. girls produced
giants. It again conformed to popular belicf.

I will bring 2 flood of waters upon the carth.?

1. Genesiz iii. 24. :
2. Genesis vi. 2; for, ‘the gods, Elohim' the Revised version has ‘the
sons of God".

3. Genesis vi. 17, with a minor variation. Nove by Voltaire: Sce the
article ‘Inondation’.
(\1+)
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in all things: it is then the husband who is subject to the wife.
This is true, but it is very possible that there was no sub-
jection and no pain before the first sin.

The lo;d made them coats of skins.!

This passa"gc is proof enough that the Jews belicved god to
be corporeal, sigce they have him practisc the tailoc’s crafe. A
rabbi named Eliczer has written that god covered Adam and
Eve with the skin of the very serpent that had tempted them;
and Origen alleges that this skin tunic was 2 new flesh, a new
body that god made for man.

And the Lorbp God said, Behold, Adam is becomeas one of us.t

It would scem that the Jews at first acknowledged several
gods. It is more difficult to know what they undersiood by this
word god Elalun. Some commentators have allcgcd that this

“term ‘onec of us’ stgmﬁcs the trinily; but there is cectainly no

qucsuon of the trinity in the Bible. The trinity is not a com-
posite of scveral gods, it is the samice triple god; and the Jews
never heard anythmg about a god in three persons. By. these

- words ‘like us? it is ‘most probable that the Jews understood

the angels, Elobir:, and ‘that therefore this book was not
written uatil they ndoPtcd the belief in these infecior gods.

The l.orD God sent hlm forth from the garden of delighe, to till.
the ground.?

But the lord had put him into the garden of declight to
cultivate that garden’. If Adam the gardener hecame’ a
labourer, it must be admitted that his coadition did not
become much worse: a good labourer is certainly as good as a
good gardencr.

The whole of this story, according to over-bold com-
mentators, is connected with the notioa all-men had, and still
have, that primitive ages were better than recent ones. We
always complain of the prescnt and vaunt the past. ‘Men over-
loaded with work have supposed idleness to be L:appiness,
not reflecting that the worst of conditions is that of 2 man who

1. Genesir iii. 21, condensed. . Genesis iii. 22.. 3. Genesir iii. 23.

' (1)
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scrved by Pherecydes. Origen quotes it in his book VI against
Celsus.! A serpent was carried in the feasts of Bacchus. The
Egyptians attached a sort of divinity to the serpent, according
to Luscbius in his Frungelical Preparation, book 1, chapter X.
In Arabia, in India, even in China, the scrpent was regarded
as the symbol of life. This is why the cmperor of China,
before Moses, always bore the image of a scrpent on his
breast. -

Eve was not surprised that the scrpent spoke to her.
Animals spoke in all the ancient tales, and this is why nobody
was surprised when Pilpay and Lokman?® made the animals
speak, '

The whole of this adventure is so normal agd so devoid of
all allegory thze it explains why the scepent has since then
crawled on his belly, why we always try to crush it, and why it
always tries to bite us; precisely as the ancient nmctamorphoscs
explain why the crow, who was once white, is today black,

why the owl leaves its hole only at night, why the wolf
enjoys carnage, ctc.

I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conceptions, in sorrow
thou shalt bring forth children: and thy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over thee.? .

One wonders why the multiplication of pregnancics was a
punishiment. On the contrary, it was a very great blessing,
above all amang the Jews. The pains of childbirth are con-
siderable only for delicate women. Those who are used to
work are very cady dodivered, especially in- warm climates.
Animals sometimes differ a great deal in giving birth, some
tven die of it. And as for the superiority of man over woman,’
this'is peefectly natural, it is the cffcct of the strength of body
and even of mind. Men in gencral have organs more capable
of sustained attention than those of women, and are better
fitted for the labour of head and hand. But when a woman has
a stronger arm and mind than her husband, she rules him-
t. Contra Celaum, V1, xxxiii. .
2. The fables of Bidpai derive from the Hindu Pancbatantra, but those

of Lugman arc in the Arabian tradition.
. 3. Genesis iii. 16.

(1Y)
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or at least the principal ones; but this is not the case in any
language. In cach one there are some imitative words, like
¢og in Celtic, which is rather like the cry of the enck, Jonporst
in Latin, ctc. But there are veey few of these imitative words.
Besides, if Adam had thus known all the praperties of the
animals, either he had alceady caten the fruit of knowledge, or
god had no neced to forbid him this fruit. Ile already knew
more than the Royal Society of London and the Académic
des Sciences.

Note that this is the first time Adam is named in Genesis.
Among the ancicnt Brahmans, orodigiously oldcr than the
Jews, the first man was called Adimo, child of the earth, and
his wife Procriti, life. This is said in the [Yeidam,® which is
perhaps the oldest Luok in the world, Adam_and Eve had
the same meanings in the Phoenician language.

While Adam slept, God took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thercof: and the rib, which the Lorn God had taken
from Adam, made he 2 woman, and brought hee unto the man.3

In the previous chapter the lord had already created the
male and the female. So why take a rib from the man to make a
femmale who already cxisted? Some answer that the author
announces in one place what he explains in the other.

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the ficld, . . .;
be said unto the woman, cte.! ‘

There is no mention of the devil in this cntire passage.
Everything in it is normal.® The scrpent was regarded by all
the oricntal nations not only as the most cunning of animals,
but also as immortal. The Chaldeans had a fable about a
" quarrel between god and the serpent. This fable has been pre-

t. Voltaire spells Jupns, wolf, thus to indicate the corrcet pronuncia-
tion.
2. That is, the Vedas.

3. Genesis ji. 21-2, abridged; in the English versions Adam is still
merely ‘the man’. :

4. Genesis jii. 1.

5. Voltaire here and below uses the word ‘physique’, 2 word with
maay overtonces. °

(1)
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It is a very good thing to cultivate one’s garden, but Adam
must have found it difficult to cultivate a gardea 700 to 800
lcagues long: he was no doubt given some helpers..

OF the tree of the knowledge of guod and evil, thqu shil! not cat
of it.t

It is difficult to conccive that thére has bcep. a tree that
raught good and evil, as there are pear trees and apricot teees..
Besides, why did not god want man 10 knew good and cvil ?
Would not the contrary have been much more worthy. of god,
and much more necessary to man? It appears to my pootc
reason that god should have ordered man to cat a great deal of
this fruit; but reason must submit, ‘

For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely dic.t

Nevertheless - Adam ate of it, and did not die.” Several
fathers have regarded all this as an‘allegory. On the contrary,’
he is said to have lived another 930 years. In fact, it could be
said that the other animals do not know that they are going
to die, but that'man knows it through his reasop. This reason
is the trec of knowledge that enables him to foresee his end.
Pethaps this explanation is the most reasonable one.

And the l.orD God said, It is noae gond that the man sheould
be alone; 1 will make him 2a help meet like Him.?

Onc assumes that the lord is going 10 give him a wife; nat
at all: the loed brings him all the animals.

And whatsoever Adam called every living creature, thae was its
true name.3

The true name of an animal may be understond to be a
name that would designatc all the propertics of its spccies,

1. Genesis ii. 17,

2. Genesis ii. 18, but here there is a variane of some importance: for
‘like him”® (" sembloble J fui*) the Tinglish versions have ‘foe him”.

3. Genesis ii. 19, with unimportant mdlifications; onc of these, how-
ever, has some bearing on what Voluire says a little fucther on: in the
English versions Adam is not named, but is still * the man”,

(v1¢)
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- It is undeniable that all these peoples had a theology before
the Jewish horde inhabited the deserts of Horeb and Sinai,
before it could have had writcrs. It is therefore very highly
probable that the story of the six days was imitated from that
of the six periods. '

From the place of delight! flowed a river to water the parden,
and from thence it was parted, and became four heads. The name
of the first is Pishon: that is it which compasscth the land of
Havilah, where these is gold. ... And the name of the sceond is

Gihon': that compasseth Ethivpia. . . . The third is the Tigris, and the
fourth Euphrates.?

According to this version the carthly paradise contained
nearly a third of Asia and Africa. The Euphrates and the Tigeis
have their soucces at more than sixty great leagues? from one
another, in horrible mountains which hardly resemble a
garden. The river which borders Fthiopia, and which can
only be the Nile or the Niger, riscs more than 700 leagues
from the sources’of the Tigris and the Euphrates; and, if the
Pishoa is the Phasis, it is rather surprising to place the sourze

- of a Scythian river in the same place as that of an African
river. It has therefore been necessary to look for another
explanation and for other rivers. Each commentator has

- created his own earthly paradisc. - '

In any case, the garden of Eden was manifestly taken from
the garden of Eden at Saana, in Arabia Felix, faious through-
out antiquity. The Hebrews, a very recent people, were an
Arab horde. They prided thensclves on what was finest in
the best canton of Arabia. They have always used for their
own purposes the ancient traditions of.the great ‘nations in
whose midst they formed an enclave.

The Lorb 6od took the man, and put-him into the garden of
delight to dress it.* ‘

1. Voltaire here and below uses the word  solapsé®.

- 2. Genesis ii. 10~14, abridged and slightly modified..
3. Not less than 200 miles, '
4. Genesiz ii. 13,

(‘\‘\o)
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suns cach ‘of which has worlds turning round it. The holy.
spirit regulated itself to the spirit of the times. '

-And God said, let us make man in ourc image, and let him have |
dominion over the fish, . ..b - A o

" 'Whac did the Jews undestand by ‘let us make man in.out f
image’? What all antiquity understands: o

+ Finxit in ¢figiem moderantum cincta deorim.t

. ) . . . . Ty
. "Tmages arc made only out of bodies.. No nation has con-
ceived of 2-god without = body, and it is impossible to picture
hirg ia any other way. We could of course siy: ‘God is not
anything that we know’; but then® one can have no idea
what he is. Like ail other peopics the jews always believed
fod-to be corporeat. All the fiest fathers of the chuech also
believed god to be corporeal, until they embraced Plato’s
idecas. o R L
© "Mazle 2nd femzle ceeated he.them.t

I god or the sccondary gads created man male and Female
in their likeness, it would scem- in that case that the Jews |
believed god 2nd the gods to be males and females."Anyway,
it is not known whether the author mezns that man at frst
liad both sexes, or whether he considess that'god made Adam
and Eve on the same dzy. The most natural mcaning is that
god formed Adam zad Eve 2t the same time; but this meaning
would absolutely contradict the formation of woan from
the rib of man long after the seven days.

And he rested on lhesc.vcml) day.t -

The Phocenicians, the Chaldeans, the Indians said that god
had made the-world in six perinds, which the ancient Zoro-
aster calls the six gahumbars, so famous among the Persians.

1. Genesis i, 26, slightly abeidged. : .

2. Ovid, Aetamorpboses, i. 83: *Moulded in the form of-the masterful
gals. ‘
3. 1 have inscried this word, cleacly requited by the sense, though
l: el ing in zl) the editions.

A. Cenesiz i, 27.

5. Genesis ii. 2.
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forms to this popular crror, and by a singular feversal of the
order of things docs nut have the sun and moon created until
four days after the light. [t is impossibic to conccive how there
could have been a2 morning and an cvening befdre there was
a sun. There is a confusion here which it is impossible to clear
up. The inspired author conformed to the vague and crude
prejudices of the nation. Gad did not purport to teach
philosophy to the Jews. IHe could clevate their spirit to the
truth, but he preferred to descend to their level.

The scparation of light and darkness is no more scientific.
It seems that night and day were mixed together like different
kinds of grains that arc separated-from one another. Tt is well
known that darkness is nothing but the lack of light. and that
there is in cffect no light unless our cyes receive that im-
pression. But they were then very far from knowjong these
truths,

The netioa of a-firmament is also of the highest antiquity.
It was imagined that the heavens were very solid, because the
samz phenomena wcrc‘ﬂ'w'\) s scen there. The heavens turned
above our heads: they werc therefore of a very hard materizh,
How compute the amdunt of watcr the exhalations of the
carth and the seas cowld furnish to the clouds? There was no
Halley to make this calculation, s0 there were water reservoirs
in the sky. These reservoirs could be su]'pnrtc:! only by a pood
vault. This vault could be scen through; it was therefore’

crystal. ‘To enable the higher waiers to fall to the carth
through this vault it was neccessary for it to have doors, locks,
cataracts that opened and closed. Such was Jewish astronomy;
and since one was writing for the Jews it was nccessary to
adopt their crude ideas, botrowed from other peoples a little
less crude than they.

God made two great lights, one to rule the day, the ather the
night: he made the stars also.!

Sull the same ignorance of nature. The Jews did not know
that the moon gives only reflected light. The author here
speaks of stars as of a bagatelle, dlthough they are so many

1. Genesis i. 16, slightly abridged.
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. God.mere. Let there be light: and there was light. Aod God saw
the light, that jt was good: and God divided the.light from the
darkness. #ad God called the light Dazy, and the dackness he called
Night. Anq there was cvening and there was morning,. one’ day.
And God said, Let there be a Ermameat in the midse of the waters,
aad let’it divide the waterz from the watess. And God made the
Ernament, 2nd divided the waters whick wéte binder the Arma-
Zient.from the waters which were abovse the fiemdment, And God
called the itmament Heaven. And there was evening and chere was
mioming, a'sccond day, . . . Aad he sxw that j¢ was good.!

Let vs begir by rorsideting whethes Heuet,?_bishop of
Avzanckes, and Leclere?® are not obviously cight, rather than
those who traintain that this is a stroke of sulilime, cloquence.

This eloquence is not 2fiected in aay histocy written: by the
Jews. Heze the style is of the greatest simplicity,.as in the rest
of the work. If an omtor, to convey the power of god, used
only this expzession: ‘Fle said, let there be light, and: there was
light,” that woeld be sublime. Such is the pzssage in a.psalm:
‘Dixit, et jucta mrt. ¢ This iz a Hash which, being unique in
this context, 2nd placed thece to produce a Breat imnge, strikes
the spicit and czrzics it awey. But here there is the simplest
kind of rarcative. “The Jjewish author speaks of light.in no
other wzy thaz he docs of the othes objc'c:s of creation;_he

,ays impartially of cochi clause: ‘aid God saw. that it was
good’. No doubt everything in creation is sublime; but the
creation of light is no moze sublime than that of the grass of
the ficlds: that which rises above the rest js sublime, but the
same style ccigns throughout this chapter. | ’

It was also a very ancient opinion thae light did not come
from the sun. It was scen to b diffused in the air before sun-
risc and aftec sunsct. It was supposed that the sun scrved only.
to impel it more strongly. In fact the authoc of Genesis con-

t. Gereris 1. 3-8, with a couple of insignilicant varianes. :

2. Picere Danicl Hucet, a conversed Roman Citholie, though a pro-
foundiy leamed man, dicd in 172t at the apcof g

3- Jean Leclerc (1657-1736) wasa Genevese Arminizn, onc of the few
theologians who was able to see the Dible with open eyes.

4. Prclers xxxiii. 9: ‘lc epoke, and it was done.’

(Y1A)



216 Plilosophical Dictionary.

phx'osophcrs probably knew cmmph to repard the carth as a
pmm in comrnnson with the infinite multituede of globes god
-hag placed in the'i immensity of space called sky. But the idea,
so old and so falsc, that the heavens werce ‘madc for the carth,
has ncarly always prevailed among the ignocant. Tt is more or
less as if onc said that god created.all the mountaing and a
grain of sand, and-sup p(m(.d that these mountains were made
for this grain of sand. It is.scarcely possible that the 'hocni-
cians, excellent navigators, had no good astronomers. But the.
okl prc;ud:ccs prevailed, and these old prejudices had to be
fezpected by the authir o( Gmuu who wmt(. to teach. thz. w .1)«
of bod and not scu:m.c. o h '

“The carth was tobhu-bahiyand veid; ..nc' (htbnc« was upon the

face of the deep; and 111'- 'pmt of God rmoved upon the face 6f the
v."ucrs. :

The precisc. mmuu.g of .o/': bohu js chws dlmrdcr' it is
ouc of those xmxt:m-- words fmmd in all l:m;:u‘u'c hlc'
dessus dessons, tirtz m:rrr\, trictrac® “The mr(h was ‘oot vet
furmed as it is now' matter, cnf.tcd,,l)ul the divine power, had
not yet organized.it. The, spirit of god means the breath, rhc
wind, which zgitated the waters., "This ideasis C\prc'«gd
the. fngmcnts of. the hocenician author Sanchuniathan, lhc
Phocnicians, like.all othee. peaples, . believed; matter to, he
etetnal. Not a single zuthor in aatiquity has. ever said that.
snmcthin;_, was diavn from. nnthin;nuﬂ Not cuen in the
catire Bible is a paccage 1o be found saying thar matter -
“made out'of nothing. . .

Men were always div |dul on lhc qw sll«m of the: cternity of
the world, but acver nbout the cternity. of matter.

1ix nilulo ml:r/, i nihilunr nil posse 1eévern

Such was the opinivn ofall antiquity.

1. Genesis i, 2.°
2. Upside down, noise, lnck;- anunmon, L )
3. Adapted from l’cnm Satires iii, 83- 4 ‘Nathing can come from
nothing or returnto nothing.’
(\ 1 '\)
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I will not anticipate here what I say about Moses in the acticle.

.about him. I will tracc several of the principal features of
Genesis, one after the other.

In-the beginning god created the heaven cnd the earth.!

So has the line been translated, but the translation is not.
accurate. No man who has a little reading is unaware that the
text runs: ‘la the beginning, the gods’ made ar the prd made
tic heaven and the «arth.” Besides, this reading is in conformity
with the ancient idca of the Phaenicians, whe had concéiver
the notinn that god employed infetior pods 1o clear up the

P03, the shotereb. 'The Phoenicians had long been a poserful
peeple, who had their own theogony before the-liebrews
scized a few villages neac their country. 1t is quite natueal o
suppose that the Hebrews begantn learn llwl-mmngc whenthey
nnally had a small settlement near Phocanicia, espeaially awhe n
they were slaves there. Then those whe knew how to wrire
Cl)plud eomcthmg of the ancient theology of-theic mastezs.

.So the human spmt advances.
In the times in which Muoses is placed; the I'hocnician

t. Genesisi. 1.
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