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NOTES

t. Doctrine in the Church of England, SPCK 1938, p. 83.

2. E. L. Mascall, Christ, the Christian and the Church, Longmap 1946, pp. 56-7.

3. J. A. Baker, The Foolishness of God, Darton, Longman & Todd 1970, p. 242,
Fontana ediuon 1975, p. 250.

4. 1bid, p. J12. Fontana edition p. 321.

S lo Christ, Faith and History, ed., S. Sykes and J. P. Clayton, Cambridge
Uaiversity Press 1972, p. 137.
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NOTES

1. Developed particularly in Barnabas Lindars, St JoAn, New Century Bible
Commentary, Oliphants 1972.

2. J. L. Houlden, The Johannine Episties, A. & C. Black 1973.

3. E.g. O. Cullmann, The Christology of the New Testament, SCM Press 1959, R.
H. Fuller, The Foundations of New Testament Christolagy, Collins/Fontana 1965.

4. G. Vermes, appendix to M. Black, An Aramaic Approach to the Gospels, third
edition, Oxford University Press 1967 R. Leivestad, 'Exit the Apocalyptic Son of
Man’, New Tesiament Studies, vol. xviii, 1971-2, pp. 243-67; J. A. Fizmyer, ‘The
Coniribution of Qumran Aramaic to the Study of the New Testament', New
Testament Studies, vol. xx, 1974, pp. 3S7T.

5. See note 3 above. A few of the other studies easily accessible in English include:
W. Bousset, Kyrios Christos, Abingdoa Press, Nashville 1970; H. Tédt, The Son of
Man in the Synoptic Tradition, SCM Press 1965; A. J. B, Higgins, Jesus and the Son
of Man, Lutierworth 1964,

6. See ch. 5 'Two Roots or a Tangled Mass?", pp. 187T. below.

7. While it is true that ‘Son of Man’ could be an idiomatic phrase in Aramaic,
referring (o @ human being or possibly a periphrasis for ‘I', it is clearly used in the
Greek gospels as some sort of eschatological title, at teast in some contexts. This
statement is therelore not inconsistent with my earlier remark.

8. Whether or not the Suffering Servant passages of S d lsaiah were under-
stood messianically in pre-Christian Judaism has been a subject of much debate.
Opposing views are represenied by Zimmerli and Jeremias, The Servant of God,
SCM Press 1957; and Moma Hooker, Jesus and the Servant, SPCK 1959. It seems
mos( likely that Messiahship tended to have political success overtones in the New
Testament period, but the idea of the suffering king was latent in the Old Testament
Lexts, particularly the Psaims of suffering and possibly also Isaiah 53. Since the near-
contemporary Maccabacan literature contains the idea that 8 martyr dying for the
nation coutd expiate the nation’s sins (se¢ J. Downing, ‘Jesus and Martyrdom’,
Journal of Theological Studies ns, vol. 14, 1963, p. 279), a positive undersianding of
the role of suffering was available, and not unnaturally associated with prophecies of
an ideal king-Messiah, in the view of the kingly suffering molif referred to above.

9. Especially in Matthew's gospel, see W. D. Davies, The Setting of the Sermon on
the Mount, Cambridge University Press 1964, and M. D. Goulder, Midrash and
Lection in Matthew, SPCK 1974.

10. See ch. 5, pp. BMT. below.

11. Bultmann and his pupils have becn the main protagonists of this view. An
casily accessible summary of their position is to be found in Appendix Il in G.
Bornkamm, Jesus of Nazareth, Hodder & Stoughton i960. See also A. J. B. Higgins,
op. cit., and R. H. Fuller, op. cit. Contrast the position of O. Cullmann, op. cit.

12, Implied in synoptic sayings like Mark 8.38; made explicit in John's gospel, e.g.
9.39-4). But note that the observations made in this sentence do not depend ex-
clusively on the specific texts mentioned in the notes, but rather on the total impres-
sion created by the gospel material.

13. This is a possible interpretation of the incident of Caesarea Philippi (Mark 8.
27T and pacticularly v. 33), Cf. O. Cullmann, op. cit,, p. 122, who argues that it
certainly implies rejection of Messiahship.

14. Even though the ‘realized eschatology’ of C. H. Dodd has received justifiable
criticism, the immediate imminence, and even presence, of the kingdom is certainly
not absent from the gospel texts (e.g. Mark !.15; Mart, 12.28; Luke 17.20; and
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parcalicls and other examples). it s difficult 10 belicve that it was not the core of
Jesus® preaching. 1t is conceivable that Jesus himself was correcting the futurist and
apocalyptic hopes of the people, remuinding them, like the prophets of old, that now
malters. Yet, he scems 10 have made use of current hopes to reinforce his message
and provide it with sanclions. R. H. Fuller argues (op. ¢it.) that Jesus’ own uader-
standing of his purpose and person was 1o terms of the eschatological prophet, and
this view is certainly atiractive. However, the main point here is that, in view of the
current assumption that prophecy had been dead for centurics and its arnival would
herald the end, it was inevitable, whether or not Jesus claimed to be the fulfilment ol
prophecics, that his contemporarics should react 1o his message and authority in this
way.

15. Although not advancing cxacuy the same poiot, an intercsung companson can
be made bere with E. Trocmé, Jesus and his Contemporaries, SCM Press 1973, who
argues that difTerent pictures of Jesus emerge (rom the different forms of material in
the synoptic gospels, and these were the dilfcrent impressions created oa differen)
groups with which he camc into contact during his ministry.

16. It is instruclive 10 observe the way in which Old Testament texts ace used
chnstologically in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Texts concerning the Lord (i.c. Jah-
weh) are taken (o refer to Jesus (¢.g. Heb. 1.10); and & text conccrning mankind's
siatus in creation is turned into & prophecy of the descent into flesh of God's Son,
the heavenly man (Heb. 2.6-9). The usc of collections of ‘proof texts’ in the early
church is apparent in many parts of the New Testameol. See ¢.g. Matt. 21.42; Mark
12.10; Luke 20.17-18; Acts 4.11; Rom. 9.33; I Peter 2.6-8. For discussion sce B,
Lindars, New Testament Apologeiic, SCM Press 196); C. F. D. Moule, The Birth of
the New Testament, A. & C. Black 1962, ch. 1V.

17. Cullmann, op. cit., p. 134; Fuller, op. cil., p. 230.

18. Implied by [ Cor. 12.3 (as interpreted by Cullmann, op. cil., pp. 2191T.).

19. Col. 1.15-20. Cf. Prov. 8.22-31; Ecclus. 1.4; 24.); Wisd. 725-26. See ch. §
below.

- 20.C. K. Barrett, ‘Pauline Controversics in the post-Pauline Period’, New
Testament Siudics, vol. xx, 1974, p. 229.

21. Paul speaks of him as the ‘image of God' (11 Cor. 4.4; Col. 1.15), of his being
in the ‘form of God' (Phil. 2.6), and of God’s fuliness dwelling in him (Col. 1.20).
These phrascs imply a close relatioaship rather thao identity (see note 23 below); and
this is confirmoed by the subjection of Chnst 1o God (I Cor. 15.25(1.; 3.23; 11.3). It is
somctimes said that he is called God in Rom. 9.5; 1l Thess. 1.12; and Titus 2.13; but
it is more likely that the first is pious cjaculation uncoannected with the syntax of the
senicnce; thal in the second and third, the Greek is rather loose and in fact refers (in
the former) to the grace of God plus the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and (in the
latter) Lo the glory of our great God and of our Saviour Jesus Chrisl. (The Epistie 10
Titus is probably not the work of Paul anyway.)

22. Paul speaks of the 'man from heaven’ in 1 Cor. 15.48. It is highly likely (hat
wheo be uses phrases like the ‘imuge of God', he thinks aot only of the divine
Wisdom, but also of perfect manhood, as man was created 10 be. This is particulasly
probubic as aa cacgesis of Phil. 2.6, where there may well be u deliberate contrast
between Adam, made in the image of God but lempted to be equal with God
knowing good and evil, and Christ, also made in God's image (morphé) bul hum-
bling himself and not seeking equality with God. Cullmann, op. cit., pp. 174T.

23. Rom. 1.3 and Phil. 2.91. e al. might seem 10 reflect an “adoptionist’ sort of
Sonship and Lordship, but they may be pre-Pautine. Paul himsell uses the title Son
in 8 varicty of contexts, but especially (i) of him being ‘sent’ to condermn sin in the
fiesh and to redecm men form the law, where his being boru of woman and being in
the likencss of sinful fiesh is cmphasized, and the point is his perfoct obedience which
desitoys the power of sin and law over man (Gal. 4.4; Rom. 8.3); () of his Sonship
and our adopted Sonship (Gal. 4.4-7; Rom. 8.14fT.; note v. 29 where his chosen
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ones are to be ‘conformed to the image of his Son’ (summorphous rés eikonns tou
Huiou gutou); <. Eph. | 5 (even of Cphcsians is not actually from Paul’s hand, ] have
regarded /. as sufficiently Paulinc 1n tts thought and language to be used in this
connection, and there arc further references below). He is the first-born of many
brethren (Rom 8.29; ef. Col. 1.15. 18). and we are his fellow heirs (Gal. 4.7; Rom.
8.17). Clearly Paul thinks of Jesus Christ being ‘Son of God' in a special way (Rom.
8.32: he did not spare his own Son), but he is nol the only potential son and he is
senl as perfectly obedient man. As man he is God's image. Son of God in the sense
that Adam and [srael weré destined 10 be sons of God il they had not been dis-
obedient. He is sent (perhaps) in the sense that the prophets and John the Baptist were
‘sent’ by God (bomn of woman, Gal. 4.4). However, the phrase ‘man from heaven'
used elsewhere suggests that his sending meant that he came from outside into the
world and the flesh. But he is certainly sen( as perfect man:; his coming from outside
does not imply any ‘substantial’ relationship with God. He was the first-born of all
creation (Col. 1.15), who as God’s egent obediently carried out God's predetermined
plan for the redemption of all the children of God (Eph. 1.5-12). Even the most far-
reaching phease about ‘all the fullness of God dwelling in him' (Col. 1.19; 2.9) is
parallefed in Ephesians by a phrase concerning men: ‘that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God' (Eph. 1.19); and furthermore, the fullness of God was pleased 1o
dwell in him (eudokesen); it was choice, will, purpose, election, rather than essential
derivative neture.

24. E g.. the charges of Celsus: Origen, Contra Celsum, viii.12: Il these men wor-
shipped no other God but one, perhaps they would have a valid argument against
the others. But in fact they worship 10 an extravagant degree this man who appeared
recently.

25. See ch. 4 betow; thye prologue of St John's gospel (whatever may have been the
origins and connotations of the Logos in that context) gave scriptural authority for
the development. The chief exponents of this theology were the Apologists; but the
idea of the Logos was 1aken up and developed in a philosophical way by Clement
and Origen, and Logos remained the normal title by which reference was made to
the pre-cxistent and incarnate Lord right up lo and after the Arian controversy. On
the Logos-theology, see e¢.g. 1. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines. A. &. C.
Black, fourth edition 1968, ch. 1 and IV, E. R. Goodenough, The Theology of Justin
Mariyr, Jena 1923; G. L. Prestige, God in Patristic Thought, SPCK 1952; H. A,
Wollson, The Philosophy of the Church Fathers, Harvard 1964.

26. Origen, Contra Celsum provides valuable insight into the debates between rival
schools; note especially i.10. The rivalry of different philosophical schools was in
fact a commonplace of Christian apologetic and pagan satire.

27. The philosophers upheld an ultimate monotheism, while allowing polytheistic
worship: e.g. Manimus of Tyre, Dissersationes, xxxin.5: The gods ace one nature
but many names. Cf. Celsus in Contra Celsum, v.45; viii.2. In Porphyry, grades of
dity are expounded and fitting worship for each defined: De Abstinentia, ii.34-39.
Alongside this, the siress on ethics (with metaphysics only a support to moral
teaching) a stress which was characieristic of post-Aristotelian philosophy, meant
that true worship of the Supreme God came to be seen in terms of virlue and
gradual transformation into likeness of God until ‘spatheia’ of soul was achieved.
The best example of this is to be found in Marcus Aurelius’ Meditations (c.g. v.27,
33; vii.9), though here we see it in the framework of Stoicism. Maximus of Tyre,
Dissertationes, xi, expounds (he ‘philosopher’s prayer' as understood in Middle
Platonism. Both Christian Platonism and Neoplatonism adopted these attitudes (e.g.
Clement, Stromateis, vii.(4, 31, 33; Porphyry, De Abstinentia, i1.34-5).

28. For a convenient exposition of the Platonist tradition in Jewish and Christian
form, see H. Chadwick, ‘Philo and the beginnings of Christian thought’, in A. H.
Armstrong (ed.), The Cambridge History of Later Greek and Early Medieval
Philosophy, Cambridge University Press 1967.
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29. These chaructensucs go back ullimately to Purmenides” One. In Philo und the
Christian Pla’onists the identification with God is clear, und seems 1o huve been used
in Middle Platonism. For a convenient exposition, see E. F. Osbom, Clemen: of
Alexundriu, Cambridge Uriversity Press 1957, chs. I- 1. For the attributes ol God in
patristic theology, sec G. L. Prestige, op. cil., and in Chrisuan Platonism, H. Chad-
wick, op. cit. For the One in Neoplatonism, sec A. H. Armsirong ia The Cambridge
History of Laier Greek and Early Medieval Philosophy, and 1. M. Rist, Plutinus, The
Roud tv Reality, Cambridge Universily Press 1967,

)0. Plaro, Republic, 5098: The Good is beyond Being. This stutement wus not
only taken up in the ultra-transcendent theology of Neoplatonism (see Rist, op. cit.),
but is found in the popular Platonism represented by Celsus (Contra Celsum, vi.64)
and Justin (Dialogue with Trypho, 4). Platonism distinguished between the Onc as a
unity in itself and 8 One-Maay, that s, 8 composite unity. In Philo, for example,
God in himself was the One, and the Logos of God, contining the Forms, was the
One-Many, and the principle of creation. 1a Ncoplatonism, the One 15 transcendent,
bul Nous and Psyche are composite hypostases linking the One with the world. For
cxamples of this and paraliets with the Logos-theology of Clement of Alcxandria,
sce S. R. C. Lilla, Clement of Alexandris. A Study in Christian Platonism and
Gnosticism, Oxford University Press 1971; und E. F. Osbom, op. cit.

3. Gnostuicism was criticized by Plolnus as well as Chnstian writcrs. Bath
Neoplatonists and Chnsuans were fundamentally opposed w any form of dualism;
cevil was not "in Being’ and everything had its origin in God. Gnostic myths por-
trayed a fragmentation of and fal of the divine which was alicn 10 the Christisn and
Platonic outlook. Yet there is a similarity in spite of this very important differcnce.
Even the ssme terminology is employed: e.g. Basilides (according to Ircauscus,
Adversus Haereses, 1.19) spcaks of an unbegotien Father [rom whom was born Nous
from whom was born Logos.

32. E.g., Clement, Strom., iv.25; Origen, Comm. in Joh., i.20. Sec Osborn, op. cit.;
Lilla, op. cit.; ). Daniclou, Gospel Message and Hellenistic Culiure, vol. 11 of A
History of Early Christian Doctrine before the Council of Nicaea, Darlon, Loagman
& Todd 1973.

33. Augustine, Confestions, vii.9.

34. Athanasius, De Incarnatione is the classic exposition. See my ‘lasight or
incoherence? the Greek Fathers on God and Evil', Journal of Ecclesiastical Hisiory,
vol. axiv, 1973, p. 113,

35. In post-Nicenc theology, the notion of Mcdiator is still found, but it has been
interpreted. Now the God-Man is Mediator becausc he is at once homoousios 10i
pairi and Aomoousios hémin. E.g., Theodoret, Comm. on ! Tim., J.-P. Migne (ed.),
Patrologia Graeca, PG 82: BOOA. This is clearly a quite difTerent concept of media-
tion.

36. This was hardly oniginal, belonging both to the philosophical and Christian
traditions behind him. The real point was the conclusions he drew from it. For
Acianism and the reaction, see ¢.g. Kelly, op. cit., ch. I1X; Prestige, op. cit.

37. For a discussion of Euscbius’ position, sec G. C. Sicad, ‘Eusebius and 1he
Council of Nicaea', Journal of Theological Studies, NS, vol. 24, April 1973, pp. 85(T.

38. Athanasius, De Incarnatione, 54.3. )

39. Athanasius himself insists that we do not become theoi ot huivi in the same
sense as the Logos is theas or huios (e.g. Conira Arianos, iii.19-21); bul he does not
perceive that it is a futal admission for bis argument, which may have religious force,
but is not strictly logical

40. Athanasius is driven lo say ‘ta hemon emimésaio’, Contra Ariunos, iii.S7. See
the classic article by M. Ruchard, 'S. Athanase ct la psychologic du Christ sclon les
Ariens’, in Mélanges des sciences religieuses, 1V, 1947, pp. 5-54.

41. A. Grillmeicr, Christ in Christian Tradition, Mowbray 1965, presents a case for
sccing the Antiochenc position as derivative from the Alenandrian in the post-
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Nicene situation. However, one suspects (hal Paul of Samosata at lcast must have
had views somewhat akin to Lhe later Anhochene approach, though his condemna-
tion was hardly a good recommendation for his views!

42. Eusebius, Vita Constantini, iv.29; iii.l5.

43. Basil, De Spiritu Sancto. xviii 44-5; Gregory of Nyssa, Conrra Eunomium. i.19
Kelly, op. cit., p. 268.

44. E.g. Gregory of Nazianzus, Orationes, ii.4].

45. Traditionalists may réact by saying ‘What about the virgin birth?". Quite apart
from the difficulty of *proving’ such a story, as a kteral statement of Jesus® origins, il
is virtually inconceivable in the light of modemn knowledge of genetics and reproduc-
tion. The matter is discussed at greater length in J. A. T Robinson, The Human Face
of God, SCM Press 1973, ch. 2.

46. Koestler, The Act of Creation, Hutchinson 1964, ch. XX.

47. These examples are particularly well emphasized by A. T. Hanson, Grace and
Trurh, SPCK 1975, Hia argument that humanity is the appropriate vehicle for divin-
ity in the space-time context, and his use of biblical paraliels to the suffering of
Jesus, comes close to my position. However, he fails to see thal all this implies that
the traditional ‘hard’ distinction between God and man can no longer be upheld,
and cach man is potentislly ‘God incamate'. The onfological uniqueness of Jesus
cannol then be successfully defended.

48 | deliberately include the idea of God’s death, since this highlights the
‘mythical' and paradoxical nature of the Christian story. The lathers were non-
plussed by the claim that God died on the cross, and tried to give an intellhigible
account of it; but this was to miss the whole point. | do not think it is possible to say
exactly what 1s meant by God dying, but (hal it is an essential element in the saving
story. 1 am sure

49. This does nol mean that | am suggesting as some do. that in Jesus ‘myth’ was
‘actualized’ in history, or that something happened in ‘God's biography” when Jesus
died on Lhe cross. | am simply stating that as a matter of fact the story of Jesus has
become a catalyst which has opened the eyes of those in the Christian tradition to
this aspect of God as revealed in the world he created. That the same truth could be
witneased elsewhere is undeniable. e.g. in Jewish history

50. S. G. F. Brandon, The Trial of Jesus, London |968.

51. A. T. Hanson's study of the incarnation, Grace and Truth (see note 47 above),
has come 10 my notice since the first drafl of this paper. It is interesting Lhat he
makes a similar plea for admitting more than one expression of christology.
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