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The Image of Muslim Woman in Western Media

Nora Khaled Alsaad

Associate Professor of Sociology, Faculty of Arts and Humanities —
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The Muslim woman issues have become a target in the
media, the Western in particular, to instigate doubts about the
women's rights in Islam. The present study explains the reasons
behind this negative image of Islamic teachings, the factors that have
made this stereotype about Islam and the view representing the social
realty of the Muslim woman. It also explains how to correct these
misunderstandings about Islamic teaching related to the woman's
rights. Thus we applied the Western media criteria in analyzing
women rights and obligations in Islam such as: lifting the Islamic
guardianship over Muslim women, their lack of objectivity in
discussing the issues of the Muslim woman, their propagation to
implement western model for women, the influence of feminism, and
the double standard in analyzing women issues). The study also
delineates some negative practices in some Islamic societies, which
provide grounds for this wrong stereotype. It also clarifies the
inaccurate representations of Islamic conflicts and women rights that
Western media often confuse and misinterpret them. The Western
media also do not differentiate between the Islamic Sharia and the
laws used in the West. It is recommended that we should
communicate with other Western women organizations which refute
this subjective stereotype applied towards Islam and these issues.





