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Abstract:
The aim of this research is to explicate how the Hadith
of "Iftirag" (separation) refers to the feature which
distinguishes Ahlul Sunnah Wal Jama'a from all other
dissenting sects, and how they alone adhere to what was
agreed upon by the Righteous Predecessors with regard to
the fundamentals of faith, and that this is the manifistation
of the description of the prophet (Peace and blessings be
upon him) of the "Delivered Party": that they are upon the
way of him and his companions. It also manifests the
meaning of "Jama'a" (congregation/assembly); and that
both features can be attained only by adhering to what the
Righteous Predecessors agreed upon. Thus, any sect in
disagreement with Ahlul Sunnah Wal Jama'a has
necessarily dissented from the consensus of the Righteous
Predecessors.
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