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single copy of the work, from which both extant
manuscripts were presumably copied, reached Yemen from
the Caspian region.
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completely preserved San‘d’-manuscript shows that one
folio is still missing from the Landberg manuscript.”® The
following table provides an overview of the two

manuscripts:

ms Landberg 437/613 ms San’d’, ‘ilm al-kalam 239
Landberg 437, 50v:13-22 It (title page) and 1v:1-6
lacuna (1 folio) 1v:6-2v:18

Landberg 613, 37r:1-37v:25 2v:18-3v:22

Landberg 437, 33r:1-41v:25 3v:22-13r:5

Landberg 613, 18r:1-36v:25 13r:5-30v:9

Landberg 613, 38r:1-49v 30v:9-42r:3

Landberg 437, 1r:1-1v:8 42r:3-42v:7

Landberg 437, 1v:8-11 (colophon)

Both manuscripts are corrupt in many passages. The
frequent similarity of the mistakes in both copies suggests
that they were copied from the same original which was
apparently already quite corrupt. It is likely that only a

* Landberg 437/613 contains in addition to al-Busti’s treatise fragments
of the following Zaydi writings: Anonymous, Kitab al-ndsikh wa [-mansikh
(Lbg. 437, fols. 42, 43-50); Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Mu’ayyad, K. Ithbat
nubuwwat al-nabi (Lbg. 437, fols. 2-32); cf. Ahlwardt, Verzeichniss, vol. 9,
p. 588-590; idem, Kurzes Verzeichniss der Landberg'schen Sammlung
arabischer Handschriften, Berlin 1885, p. 42, where only K. Ithbat
nubuwwat al-nabi is mentioned. To the Kitdb al-nasikh wa [-mansikh
belong further Landberg 613, fols. 1-17. It is to be hoped that further
portions of the same dispersed majmii ‘a will come to light.
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(2) Landberg 437 (= Berlin Ahlwardt 10280), fols.
50b, 33-41,”* and Landberg 613 (= Leiden OR 2973) (49
fols.) (= J).%’

The San‘a’ manuscript contains the complete treatise. It
is written in naskhi handwriting with few diacritical marks
and has between 22 and 33 lines to the page. It was
completed on 4th Dhu 1-Hijja 723/ 3rd December 1323.

The Landberg manuscript is divided between two
manuscripts, Landberg 437 and 613. It is written in naskhi
handwriting, 27 x 18 cm, has between 24 and 29 lines to the
page and was completed in Dhu I-Hijja 684/ January-
February 1286. That the two fragments belong in fact to the
same copy of the Kitab al-Bahth was first noted by W.
Madelung who had seen both fragments and was thus able
to identify Landberg 613 as originally belonging to the same
manuscript as Landberg 437.** A comparison with the

p. 6 (microfilm no. 143); M. Wafadar Muradi, ,Fihrist-i alitba’i-yi
mikrQfilm-ha-yi tahiyya shude az Kitdbkhana-yi Jami* San‘ad’." Kitabdari
wa-ittila‘-vi rasani. Faslnama-vi Kitabkhana-yi Markazi-vi Astan-i Quds
Radawi 2 1ii (1378/1999), p. 138.

2 W. Ahlwardt, Verzeichniss der arabischen Handschrifien [= Die
Handschriften-Verzeichnisse der Koniglichen Bibliothek zu Berlin.
Finundzwanzigster Band), Berlin 1897, vol. 9, p. 589.

¥ C. Landberg, Catalogue de Manuscrils arabes provenant d'une
bibliothéque privée a El-Medina et appartenant a la maison E.J. Brill,
Leiden 1883, p. 169; P. Voorhoeve, Handlist of Arabic Manuscripts in the
Library of the University of Leiden and other Collections in the Netherlands,
Leiden 1957, p. 450.

* Cf. W. Madelung: ,.Bosti, Abu'l-Qasem.” In: Encyclopaedia Iranica
vol. 4, p. 389.
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it must have been written prior to the latter’s death in
415/1024-25. Al-Busti further composed a work on the
virtues of ‘Ali and later members of the family of the
Prophet until his own time, Kitdb al-Maratib fi mandgqib
amir al-mu’'minin wa-savyid al-wasivyin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.'®
Of his Kitab al-Bahir which deals with the legal doctrine of
al-Nasir li-l-Haqq, a fragment was recently discovered in a
private library in Yemen.'” Quotations from al-Busti’s
commentary on his own work on theology, Kitab al-Mujaz,
are preserved in the annotation to a copy of the Kitab al-
Ibdna of Abii Ja*far al-Hawsami.”

II. The Manuscripts

The edition of the Kitab al-Bahth ‘an adillat al-takfir wa
[-tafsiq is based on the two known extant manuscripts:

(1) Maktabat al-Jami‘ al-kabir, San‘a’, ‘ilm al-kalam
239 (42 fols.) (= u=)*' and

'* Published by Muhammad Rida al-Ansari al-Qummi under the title al-
Maratib fi fada'il "Ali b. Abi Talib in Mirath-i hadith-i shi‘a, vol. 6, ed.
Mahdi Mihrizi and ‘Ali Sadra-yi Khi'i, Qumm 1380, pp. 105-236; the
edition was subsequently published independently under title Kitab al-
Maratib fi fada’il Amir al-mw’minin wa-sayvid al-wasiyvin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib
salawat Allah ‘alayhi (Qumm 1421/ 1381).

" Ansari Qummi, . Nukta-ha wa-yaddasht-ha (3)," p. 68

' Ms. Tehran, Majlis 235 Khd'i.

* Microfilm copics of thc manuscript are available in Cairo and
Mashhad: cf. Qd'ima bi-l-makhgitat al-‘arabivya al-musawwara bi-I-
mikrufilm min al-Jumhirivva al-‘arabivva al-Yamaniyva, Cairo 1967/1387,
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‘Abd al-Jabbar in 415/1024-25."* According to al-Jundari, a
late source, al-Busti died about 420/1029.'

It was presumably after the death of his teacher in
415/1024-25 that al-Busti wrote the Kitab al-Bahth, as ‘Abd al-
Jabbar is mentioned therein with the formula rahimahu
ldh."” Apart from this work, al-Busti wrote a refutation of
Isma‘ilism, Kashf asrar al-Batiniyya wa-ghawar madhhabihim,
which is partly extant in manuscript.'® This work which was
written about 400/1009-10 contains precious quotations from
lost Isma‘ili works, especially the Kitab al-Mahsial of
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Nasafi. In the Kitab al-Bahth al-
Busti refers to another work of his, Kitab al-Imama (pp.
127, 129) or Kitab al-Mu‘tamad fi l-imama (p. 147). A
portion of this work was recently discovered by H. Ansari
Qummi.l7 Since al-Busti there uses the formula addma
Allah ‘izzahu when referring to his teacher ‘Abd al-Jabbar,

" Ahmad b. Sa‘d al-Din al-Miswari, Tuhfat al-abrar, ms. Vienna,
Glaser 12, and Ambrosiana F 278, quoting Abd Yusuf *Abd al-Salam al-
Qazwini.

““Ahmad b. ‘Abd Alldh al-Jundari, Tardjim al-rijal al-madhkira fi
sharh al-azhar. Printed at the beginning of ‘Abd Allah b. Miftdh, al/-
Muntaqa al-mukhtar, Cairo 1332-41/1914-23, p. 7. Cf. also Anséri Qummi:
»Abu 1-Qasim Busti,* 5.

B Ppp. 3,34

'* Ms. Ambrosiana Griffini 41. The extant fragment is analyscd by
Stern, ,,Abu’l-Qasim al-Busti and his refutation of Isma’ilism,™ pp. 14-35.

' H. Ansari Qummi, ,.Nukta-hd wa-yaddasht-hd (3): Abu 1-Qasim Busti
wa-kitdb-i mansiib bih Ibn Bitriq.* Kitab-i Mah: Din. Book of the Month:
Religion 53-54 (Isfand 1380 - Farwardin 1381/ 2002), p. 68.



X

time the head of the Bahshamiyya and chief judge in Ray."
In that year, al-Busti is reported to have accompanied his
teacher ‘Abd al-Jabbar on a pilgrimage to Mecca and, on
returning with him, they stayed for some time in Baghdad,
where al-Busti engaged in a theological disputation with the
prominent Ash‘ari theologian Abii Bakr al-Baqillani (d.
403/1013) in place of his teacher who considered this to be
beneath his dignity. ‘Abd al-Jabbar as chief judge may have
appointed him to a judgeship. Ibn Shahrashub, in any case,
refers to him as the gadi Abu 1-Qasim al-Busti.'' Between
403/1012 and 411/1020-21 he came from Rayy to Amul at a
time of friction between the Sunni and Zaydi communities
in the town. He provoked Sunni rioting when he, on the day
of Ghadir Khumm, drew a comparison between ‘Ali and
Abt Bakr disrespectful to the latter. After three days, he was
expelled from Amul by Ibn Sayf al-Dinawari, governor
under the Ziyarid Manichehr b. Qabas.'? Al-Busti evidently
returned to Rayy where he was present at the funeral of

' fbn al-Murtada, Tabagat al-Mu'tazila, cd. S. Diwald-Wilzer,
Wissbaden 1961, p. 117; al-Hakim al-Jushami, Sharh ‘uyan al-masd'il, in:
‘Abd al-Jabbar, Fas! al-i‘tizal wa-tabagat al-Mu ‘tazila, ed. F. Sayyid, Tunis
1974, pp. 385-386. The relevant passages are quoted in Hasan Ansari
Qummi, ,,Abu [-Qasim Bustl wa-Kitab al-maratib.* Kitab-i mah. Din. Book
of the Month. Religion 38-39 (Azar-Dey 1379/2000-1), pp. 3-Y.

'"" fon Shahrashab, Ma‘dlim al-‘ulama , ed. ‘A. Iqbal, Tehran
1353/1934, p. 129.

'* Husim al-Din ‘Ali al-Muhalli, al-Hada'ig al-wardiyva fi dhikr
a’‘immat al-Zaydiyva, in: W. Madelung, Arabic Texts Concerning the
History of the Zaydi Imams of Tabaristan, Davlaman and Gilan, Beirut
1987, pp. 289-290.
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(muwalat) with them, al-Busti recommends abstention from
declaring either dissociation or solidarity.

With regard to the Companions who made war on ‘Ali,
he affirms that they committed fisg, but holds that ‘A’isha
certainly repented and al-Zubayr most likely did so, too. He
is less sure about Talha. In accord with the common
Mu‘tazili view, he expresses certainty that Mu‘awiya, ‘Amr
b. al-‘As and Abli Miisa al-Ash‘ari never repented of their
opposition and war against the rightful Imam and thus
deserved cursing and dissociation by the Muslim
community.

The author of the Kitab al-Bahth ‘an adillat al-takfir
wa-l-tafsig, Abi 1-Qasim Isma‘ll b. Ahmad al-Jili al-Busti
(late 4th/10th and early 5th/l1th century), apparently
originated from Bust in Sijistan and probably in his youth
spent some time in eastern Gilan, where he joined the legal
school of the Zaydi Imam al-Nasir li--Haqq (d. 304/917).
It was before 389/999 that he became a disciple of the
Mu‘tazili theologian ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhani, who
was at the time the head of the Bahshamiyya and chief

% S. M. Stern, ,,Abu’l-Qasim al-Busti and his refutation of Isma‘ilism.*
Journal of the Roval Asiatic Society (1961), p. 19 [reprinted in idem: Studies
in Early Isma‘ilism. Jerusalem 1983] — For Abu |-Qasim al-Busti, see
further ‘U. R. Kahhala, Mu jam al-mu allifin, Damascus 1376-81/ 1957-61,
vol. 2, p. 279; E. Kohlberg, 4 Medieval Muslim Scholar at Work. Ibn Tawus
& his Library, Leiden 1992, pp. 154-155, no. 127; W. Madelung, “Bosti,
Abu’l-Qiasem.” In: Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 4, pp. 388-389; F. Sezgin,
Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, Leiden 1967-, vol. 1, p. 626.



viii

two sons al-Hasan and al-Husayn, and the legal validity of
the consensus of the Family of the Prophet. Yet these
leanings did not prevent him from identifying, throughout his
book, with the Mu‘tazila, of whom he usually speaks as
,our shaykhs*. Zaydi sympathies are known to have been
strong among the Mu‘tazila in his age, especially in the
school of ‘Abd al-Jabbar.

In accordance with his general attitude, however, it is his
primary aim in this section to absolve the Companions of
the Prophet and the early Muslim community as much as
possible from any legally significant offence in their failure
to support the legitimate Imam ‘Ali. Al-Busti upholds the
thesis that rebellion and war against the rightful Imam
constitutes fisq on the basis of consensus. He admits that
many Mu‘tazili scholars and many Zaydi consider lack of
support, denial or ignorance of the Imam equally as fisq, but
he rejects this view. He justifies the performance of the
duties of the Imam by Abi Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman on the
grounds that ‘Ali did not actively claim the Imamate. He
defends the early caliphs against criticism of some of their
actions, either by justifying them or by questioning the
reliability of the reports. Since Zayd b. ‘All had praised the
conduct of Abi Bakr and ‘Umar, and Ja‘far al-Sadiq had
refused to criticize Abl Bakr, who was doubly his maternal
ancestor, there was no sound basis for dissociation
(tabarru’) from them. Yet as there was also no consensus
among the Family of the Prophet for declaring solidarity
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of their denial that man was a freely choosing agent (fa ‘il
mukhtar). The traditional Mu‘tazili proof for the existence
of God, upheld by the Bahshamiyya, relied on analogy
between man as a freely choosing producer of his acts and
of God as the necessary creator of the world. Without this
analogy, it was argued, the existence of God could not be
proven. The need for this analogy was challenged in the
lifetime of al-Busti by Abu I-Husayn al-Basri, who argued
in his Tasaffuh al-adilla that the existence of a freely
choosing creator of the world could be demonstrated by the
mere contingency of the world. Al-Busti adduces this proof
without mentioning Abu I-Husayn, affirming that it is sound
and that in his opinion it can be used by the determinists
without acknowledging man as a free agent.?

In the final section of the book, al-Busti deals at length
with the disagreements concerning the early Imamate. Here
his Zaydi leanings are apparent. He upholds the
appointment of ‘Ali by Muhammad as his successor at
Ghadir Khumm, the impeccability (‘isma) of ‘Ali and his

% Pp. 39-40. Abu |-Husayn al-Basri’s proof for the existence of God is
reproduced by Ibn al-Malahimi, al-Mu‘tamad fi usul al-din, ed. M.
McDermott and W. Madelung, London 1991, pp. 167-72. Strict adherents of
the Bahshami school doctrine denounced his proof and accused him of kufr.
Their position is reflected in a polemical refutation of Abu I-Husayn’s proof
by the Jewish Karaite theologian Yusuf al-Basir, a contemporary of Abu I-
Husayn and al-Busti. A large fragment of this refutation is extant in a
manuscript of the Firkovitch collection (Yevr.-Arab. 1 3118). A critical
edition and analysis of this text is in preparation by W. Madelung and S.
Schmidtke.
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In the religious law, kufr and fisq could be defined by an
explicit statement of the Qur’an, by a recognized hadith of
the Prophet, or by the consensus (ijmd°). These sources of
the law were acknowledged as authoritative by the Mu‘tazili
theologians as well as by al-Busti. Problematic was the
validity of analogy (giyds), commonly recognized as the
fourth source of the law. The theologians evidently relied
widely on analogy in their charges of kufr or fisq. Al-Busti
in contrast mostly disallows it, arguing that the ratio legis
(‘illa) for the revealed law on which legal analogy would be
based was unknown or that the seriousness (‘izam) of the
offence could not be compared.

Al-Busti affirms that the explicit assimilation (tashbih)
and imputation of injustice and wrong-doing (tajwir, tazlim)
to God constitute kufr by consensus. He goes to great
lengths, however, in arguing that the Mu‘tazili definition of
tashbih and tajwir, which he himself clearly upholds, cannot
be taken as a sufficient basis for charges of unbelief as long
as these are not accepted by other theological schools. He
thus maintains that the determinists who claim that God
creates all evil in the world, including the evil acts of men
for whom He punishes them, but that this does not imply
evil on His part, cannot be charged with kufr.

Al-Busti furthermore undermines another often used
argument of the Mu‘tazila charging the determinists with
unbelief, viz. that these were unable to prove the existence
of God as the freely choosing Creator of the world because
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tradition for some of their views or their ignorance of some
attributes of God. If such criteria of ignorance were applied, al-
Busti remarks, none of the shaykhs of Islam would escape the
charge of unbelief, since every one of them upheld some belief
which is ignorance in our view.® The conclusion must be that
charges of kufr in such cases cannot be sustained.

Al-Busti’s concern with the legal consequences of takfir
is apparent in his rejection of the Mu‘tazili thesis that all
forms of kufr must be known to mankind through evidence
(dalil) revealed by God so that the legal sanctions can be
properly enforced, in contrast to fisg where evidence need
not be provided by God in cases where there is no religious
interest served by inflicting legal punishment. Al-Busti
suggests that there may well be sins which before God
constitute kufr and will be punished as such by Him, but
which may remain unknown to mankind since no religious
interest would be served by legal sanctions. This meant that
only kufr defined by the revealed law (shar’) must be
treated as such, cases defined by it as not constituting Aufr
must be accepted as consistent with sound faith, while in
cases not defined by the law only abstention from
judgement was appropriate.” Abstention from judgement

meant suspension of legal persecution.

“P.23.
" Pp. 4-5.
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however, that he advocated abstention from judgement much
more widely than the Bahshami school doctrine. His primary
concern is with the practical legal aspect of charging Muslims
with kufr or fisq rather than the theological theory justifying
such charges. He is fully aware of the grave damage that could
be done to the Muslim community by extensive charges of kufr
on theological grounds. The legal consequence of kufr was
exclusion from the community by severing rights of inheritance
and marriage ties with Muslims, the requirement of public
repentance and potentially the death penalty. Theologians
often pronounced charges of kuft in doctrinal questions without
regard for these legal consequences. Mu‘tazili scholars accused
not only theologians of other schools of unbelief but even their
close colleages within their own school tradition. Among the
Basrans, the followers of Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Saymari (d.
315/927) and Ibn al-lkhshid (d. 326/938) accused Abii Hashim
al-Jubba’i and his followers of kufr, and even Abii Hashim and
his father Abu ‘Ali are said to have charged each other with
unbelief.” Al-Busti provides other examples of prominent
Mu‘tazili theologians, al-Nazzam, ‘Abbad, Abi Khilid al-
Wasiti, Abu Ishaq b. ‘Ayyash, Abu 1-Qasim al-Balkhi, who
were or could be charged with kufr in the Bahshami school

*p.2.

* See J. van Ess, Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2. und 3. Jahrhundert
Hidschra, 1V, Berlin 1997, pp. 6754f, esp. 675; M.T. Heemskerk, Suffering
in Mu'tazilite Thought: ‘Abd al-Jabbar's Teaching on Pain and Divine
Justice, Leiden 2000, pp. 21-28.



provide a critical assessment of it. This is indicated by the
title of the book ,,Investigation of the evidence for charging
with kufr and fisq.“ The title calls to mind that of a
renowned, if controversial work by another pupil of ‘Abd
al-Jabbar, Abu I-Husayn al-Basri, who in his Tasaffuh al-
adilla undertook a critical assessment of the evidence and
arguments used by the Mu‘tazili theologians in elaborating
their doctrine. As will be seen, al-Busti clearly was familiar
with, and appreciated Abu I-Husayn al-Basri’s work,
although he does not name him. He may well have been
encouraged to apply Abu l-Husayn’s approach and method
to the subject of takfir and tafsiy.

At the beginning of his book the author addresses an
anonymous interlocutor who questioned him on his views about
the determinists (muybira), assimilators (mushabbiha) and other
heterodox groups, who were accused by some of Aufr or fisq,
while others held them to be faithful believers (mu ‘minun), and
still others abstained (tawugqafa) from judging them. Al-Busti
promises to provide the questioner with reliable criteria to judge
what is sound and false in that regard. At the end of the book he
stresses that he had set forth the reported view on the matter,
rather than informing about his personal bcliefs, in order to
enable the reader to form his own judg,emcnts.3

In many cases al-Busti in fact analyzes conflicting opinions

without taking a definite position. In general it is cvident,

' Pp. 149-50.
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secms to have dealt with the subject in one or the other of
his more general works rather than a spccific treatise. The
opinions of the two Basran shaykhs are frequently quoted
by the Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 415/1020), head of the
Bahshamiyya in his time, in the discussion of the subject in
his monumental Kitab al-Mughni fi abwab al-tawhid wa [-
‘adl. The relevant section of the book, entitled a/-Kalam fi I-
ikfar wa I-tafsig, which is missing in the volumes published
on the basis of manuscripts preserved in Yemen, Is extant in
a manuscript of the Firkovitch collection in the Russian
National Library in St. Petersburg.” There ‘Abd al-Jabbar
expounds the basic principles of the relevant Bahshami
school doctrine without going into much detail on their
practical application.

The Kitab al-Bahth ‘an adillat al-takfir wa I-tafsig
published here was composed by a pupil of ‘Abd al-Jabbar,
Abu [-Qasim al-Busti, and stands within the Bahshami
school tradition. It deals with the details of practical
application of the norms on a much broader scale. Unlike
‘Abd al-Jabbar, however, the author does not endeavour
simply to convey the school doctrine, but rather seeks to

? The text of the manuscript, which is now preserved under the
shelfmark II Firk. Arab. 105, was first noted by A.Ya. Borisov (.The
Murtazilitc manuscripts of the State Public Library in Leningrad. (Russian)
Bibliografia Vostoka 8-9 (1935), pp. 89-91, item no. 9. It was identified as a
part of the Kitab al-Mughni by H. Ben-Shammai, A note on some Karaite

copies of Mu'tazilite writings,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies 37 (1974), p. 303,



I. Introduction

Defining unbelief (kufr) and grave offence (fisq) was a
natural aspect of the endeavour of the various theological
schools in Islam to expound orthodox belief and practice.
The Mu‘tazila approached the question from the basis of
their five principles of the faith, and in particular of their
dogma of the Unity and Justice of God. Little is known
about early efforts to systematize Mu‘tazili doctrine in this
regard. Abi ‘Ali al-Jubba’i (d. 303/915), the founder of the
classical doctrine of the Mu‘tazili school of Basra, is
reported to have composed a work entitled al-lkfar wa I-
tafsiq and another entitled Man yakfuru wa-man la yakfuru,
both of which appear to be lost.' His son Abd Hashim (d.
321/933), the chief authority of the Bahshamiyya school,

' Sce D. Gimaret, . Matériaux pour unc bibliographic des Gubba'i.”
Journal Asiatique 264 (1976), p. 282 no. 6, p. 290 no. 30.
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