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And itrepented the LORD that He had made man on the

earth. and it grieved Him at His heart.
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And what manner of prophet said this? Be not curious,

nor over busy. For many of the prophetic writings have been

lost; and this one may see from the history of the

Chronicles.®%» For being negligent, and continually falling

into ungodliness, some they suffered to perish, others they

themselves burnt up©8> and cut to pieces. The latter fact

Jeremiah relates;3%® the former. he who composed the
fourth book of Kings. saying. that after®®” a long time the

book of Deuteronomy was hardly found. buried somewhere

and lost. But if, when there was no barbarian there, they so

betrayed their books, much, more when the barbarians had

overrun them. For as to the fact, that the prophet had foretold

I st,chrysostom : homiles on the gospel of saint matthew homily iX 9:6

http://www.ccel.org/ccel /schaff/npnf110.1i1.IX html L.| Ji 1is L};szj
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AY Syladly 354l g,.’g&;;\.,ﬂb Y oles
itc the apostles themselves in many places call Him a

Nazarene. 388

384 See 2 Chron. ix. 29 where it is said that certain of the
acts of Solomon were written in the book of Nathan the
prophet. and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite; and in
the visions of Iddo the Seer against Jeroboam the son of
Nebat. See also 1bid. xii. 15¢ and xiii. 22. [The explanation

given above is as bold as it is ingenious.—R.]

385 [The Oxford edition reads “brought up;” evidently a

misprint for “burnt up” (xatkoov ).—R.]
386 Jer. xxxvi. 23.
387 2 Kings xxii. 8. etc.
388 See Actsiii. 22 1ii. 6¢1v. 10 vi. 14 etc. )
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