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TREANSLATION, -

'The Book of the Paths of Iuvestigation, concerning the
Prophetic Office of the Lord of Mankind,

The composition of the servant, poor in the sight of God
Almighty, Sa‘id ibn Il:san, the Alexandvian. May God be
pleased with him and make him happy, and make Paradise his
abode and hellfire the abode of the enemies of Mohammed,

In the name of God, the merciful Compassionate One. Lord,
bring it to a good conclusion! Amen. '

Praise to God, the Lord of the worlds, and prayer and peace
be unto our lord, Mohammed, seal of the prophets, and unto

AA
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s ! ‘ :
his family, his friends, his helpers, his pure wives, the mothers
of the faithful, and unto those who follow them in good deeds
till the Day of Judgment,

We begin, asking help of God in the blessing ot Islam, to
declare the prophetic office of the lord of mankind, Mohammed
ibn Abdallah ibn Abdal-Muttalib, the trustworthy and faithful -
one, whose appearance the prophets of the Children of Israel
aunnounced, confirming the saying of the Exalted One in his
great book: '¢“And we only sent the Apostles as preachers of
«ruud tidings and warners”’; and the word of the Exalted One:

5. 2) * ¢ And remember when God accepted the covenant of the
pluphbtb, saying, ¢ Verily what I have brought you is of the
scripture and of wisdow; hereafter an apostle shall come to you
confirming the truth of that [scripture] which is with you; ye
shall suvely Delieve in him and ye shall assist him;’ God said,
‘Do ye acknowledge and do ye accept my covenant on this con-
dition 27 They said, ¢ We acknowledge it.’ Ie said, ‘Be ye
therefore witnesses, .md I also bear witness with you.””

Woow thut as for the prophets, God seut them with clear
argussents and convincing proofs; and they manifested and made
kaown and spoke in proverbs which brought the truth near to
the understanding.  Moreover, when God related the story of
Adam to Moses, in the first book of the Torah, he made kunown
to bim that when Adam was in the Garden he spoke Arabic, but
when he drove him out, he forgot the Arabic language and
spoke Syriac. Now he grieved sorely because of his logs of the
Arabic language; so God said in revelation to him, ¢ O Adam,
grieve not, for this is the language of the people of Paradise.
In Paradise there shall be offspring of thine who shall speak it;
aund they shall be of Paradise, or of the people of Paradise.”

Another fact which points to Lis prophetic oftice is in the
story of Noah, in the first book of the Torah, after the story of
Adam. When he went out from the ship he withdrew from his
wives because of fear lest (p. 3) his offspring be drowned by
another flood. But God spoke in revelation to him, saying,
** O Noah, return to thy tamily, for I will not destroy the earth

' Sura 643, ? Sura 87,

Al
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The Kitab Masdlik an- Nazur,

again;” and God showed him the bow which wus appearing in
the clouds. Then he said to him, ¢ ‘This is my promise that I
will not destroy the carth by a flood.”* Moreover, he showed
him the prophets who were to come, and among them [was|
Mohammed. And he said to him, ¢ For the sake of this
prophet, I will never destroy the earth by a tlood,”

Another indication of his prophetic oftice and of the univer-
sality of Lis call is that which comes in the first book in the
story of Abraham, the friend of God. When he escaped from
“the fire of Nimrod, his Lord appeared to him, speaking in the
Hebrew tongue:® *T7 o] ﬂ;)f'!"f?? ﬂ,?'h‘55 N2 'lLPs'JI'\i'T P
NN . This is the interpretation: Rise up, walk through the
land, its length and breadth; to thy offspring we will give it.
When Abraham told Sarah this vision, which was a dreaw, she
knew that the promise of God was true. So she said to Abra-
bam,* ¢ Drive ITagar and her Child from me.”  And it is said
that Abraham granted Saral’s request and drove them both
_forth to the land of the IMijiz. (p. +.) “Then God Almighty
~said to Abraham, speaking in the Hebrew tongue:* PR 13
] :P N‘ll?’ This is the interpretation: As for Isaue, thou
shalt have posterity through him; and as for Ishmael, T will
bless him and multiply him and make him great, and I will
make his offspring as the stars of the heavens, and from him
will come Mohammed. And this latter verse in the Hebrew
language is: * YW 1NN DD NI TOYRY RPN
TIND 'TNDD NN YWANT NN Those learned ones who com-

ment on the Hebrew language have explained these two words,
which are TIND TIND. as follows: Some say Ahmed, Alwed;
others say Very, Very; still others say Great, Great. But
there has not appeared of the offspring of Ishmael a greater
than Mohammed.

Another indication of his prophetic oflice is that when Iagar
went forth, going toward the land of the Hijiz, and thirst caume
upon her and she cast the babe from her shoulder, it is written

1Gen, 911-13, 2 Gen, 134, 3Gen. 21 4 Gen, 211, 5 (Jen. 17%,

q.
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in the Torah that God sent unto her angels who caused a spring
of water to flow. So she quenched her thirst and gave the babe
drink, Then God Almighty spoke to her, saying,’ (p. 5) “O
Hagar, 9173 "7 '3 13 770 DR PIOD WIT IR WY P
N This is the interpretation: Risefca.rry this child and
care for him, for from him shall come Mohammed, and his off-
spring shall be as the stars of the heavens. ,

Another indication of his prophetic office is in the first book
of the Torah in the story of Jacob. As death was approuching,
he gathered his childreu and said to them,® ¢‘ Comé¢ near to me;
I will tell you what shall happen in the last time.” So when
they were gathered together he said to them,® ‘“ Whom will ye
serve after I am gone ?”  They said, ‘“ We will serve thy God
and the God of thy fathers, Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac, one
G, Yet there is not found in the Torah mention of any-
thing which he predicted, but it is written in the Torah that he
prayed for them and died.  So it is known from this that they

|the Jews] have removed from this verse the name of the
prophet.

Another indication of his prophetic oftice is in the fourth
book of the Torah, in the story of Balaam, son of Beor; the
saying:* ¢ Behold a star which has appeared from the family of
Ishmael and a tribe- of Arabs sustaining him. Then because
of his wanifestation the earth quaked, and those who were upon
it.”* . . . of the offspring of Ishmael except Mohammed. And
the earth quaked only because of his manifestation.

(p. 6.) Another indication of his prophetic office is an explicit
passage in the fifth book of the Torah. God spoke to Moses
saying, ‘‘Speak to the sons of Israel in the Hebrew language:*

IRV 1220 DTN 3IPR 07 DPN N'II7 This is the

! Gen. 211, ? Gen. 491, 3 Sura 214, + Num. 2447,
% The copyist has here omitted some words.
‘ Deut. 18", Note that the Ms. text has omitted "ng and supplied

the significant words, “)Nl}bw’ ’j:D Note also DD’HN instead of
QNN

)
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The Nitdab Masdlil an-Nazar.

interpretation: We will send unto you a prophet from your
kindred, of the children of your brother Ishmael, in whose
mouth I will put my specch. In the ITebrew language :*
e T’?KS T3 T YT T will put my specch in his
mouth, and him they shall obey.

Another indication of his pruphetic': ottice and -of the univer-
sality of his call is an explicit passage, with which the Torah is
sealed: INNY TIND 00 YOI YYirn mn N3 1DD N
t[}'tp ﬂDJ"tD This is the interpretation : God came from Sinai

‘and rose from Seir. Ife revealed himself from the mountains
of Paran and appeared with bLis holy myriads; on his right
hand, light, and on his left, fire; unto him the nations assembled
aud to him the tribes gathered together.  The people who know
(p. 7) the Hebrew language agree that the mountains of Paran
ar¢/the mountains of Mecca, and the ten thousands of his holy
ones are the people of the Ka‘ba. Yet there has not appeared
from that region any but Mohammed. A

Another indication of his prophetic oftice is that when Moses
bastled with the Amalckites and the Children of Israel were
routed, Moses mule entreaty to God asking for help through
Mohamied, saying in the Hebrew language:* :']"I'Jy? o
'73\']?@3”51 DMINY . This is the interpretation: Remember

the covenant with Abraham in which thou didst promise to him
that of the offspring of Ishmael thou wouldest render victorious
the armies of the believers. So God answered his prayer and
made the Children of Israel victorious over the Amalekites
through the blessiug of Mohammed.

' Deut. 18",  Note that the Ms. text has "ANLA instead of Uninhi B

The two concluding words are taken from verse 15 of this same chapter.
They are, apparently, qynw’* V‘)N (with change of person).” See the
note on the Arabic text.

? Deut. 33 Note that the Ms. text omits 1%, which occurs in the

T

Hebrew text after V.

% Deut. 9%, 8a‘id interpolates SNPHE.

S SR
VOL. XXIV, 25

1Y
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Another indication of his prophetic office is that when Joshua,
the successor of Moses, conquered Syria and made war on the
Amalekites, his army was routed three times because of their
iufaithfulness to the cavenant.'! For a man belonging to
Joshua's army took a cross of gold from the booty of the
Amalekites; so his army was routed three times because of the
cvoss which wa% taken wrongfully. Then Joshua prayed to
God Almighty, asking help by Mohammed, in imitation of. the
example of Moses. Wherefore God answered his prayer and
save him vietory. And God spoke in revelation (p.8) to
Joshua, saying, ¢ The children of Isracl have been faithless to
my covenants, in that they took wrongfully of the booty, {or
the booty was unlawful for them.” So Joshua inquired care-
fully of his army and found with one among them a cross of
gold. Thereupon Joshua killed aud impaled him. Then they
conquered the Amalekites. '

Another indication of his prophetic oftice is that which is
written in the Psalms of David: ‘¢ Blessing upon you, O sons
of Ishmael, blessing upon you. A prophet shall be sent from
among you; his hand shall be supreme over all peoples, and all
peoples shall be under his power.” Alsoin the Hebrew lan-
guage, in the first book of the ‘Corah, in the story of Ishmael,
(it is written] that God promised Abraham that as for his son
Ishmael his hand should be supreme over all. And it is tlie
saying of the Exalted One: 9318 51 i3 95 M 923 i1
pw’ W:I{;.‘. "This is the interpfetation in Arabic: His hand
shall be supreme over every people and every people shall be
under his power; also he shall dwell in every dwelling of his
brethren. Bat it is well known that as for Ishinael, there came
to him no kingdom, and his hand was uot supreme over the
Land of his brethren; also that he did not go down to Syria
and did not dwell there. This happened to no one but Moham-
med; and his people are they who dwell in the dwelling-places
of the Children of Israel, in Egypt and Syria. This, then, is a
decisive proof (p. 9) of his prophetic office. :

1 Joshua 7. A rather confused account of ‘Achan’s sin,
? Gen. 1612,

¥
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Another indication of his prophetic office is that which is
written in the Psalms of David: ¢ Exalg God, all ye people,
and asgert belief in the unity of God, O ye families of the
Earth. A prophet of mercy will be sent to you.” ’

Another indication of his prophetic oflice is what is written
in the book of Isaiah, the specch of the Exalted One by his
own tongue in the Hebrew language:' (@D YPINT) D.’Dl? U)f.?{‘l'"-
"T'his is the interpretation. Listen, O heavens, and be reassured,
O carth ! Why dost thou tremble? He will send unto thee a
prophet; through him invoke mercy. Kunow also that (fod
seut twenty-four prophets after Moses’ death; the fivst of thew
Joshua, and the last of them Zechariah, who was sawn asunder
with a saw.  And every prophet has 2 book in the Hebrew, in
which is written the knowledge of that which lus gone and of
that which shall come, on the authority of God Almighty,

Another indication of his prophetic office is that which is
written in the book of Elijah. When he went ous on his
journey with seventy men as his comparions, and saw the Arabs
in the land of the Ilijiz, he said to those who were with him,
‘““See these who possess your strongholds.”  Then they said,
O prophet of God, who is he who shall be their object of
worship ?”  And he replied to them in the Hebrew (p. 10)
language:* Y2 DUND NN I NG WL This is
the interpretation in Arabic: They shall assert their belief in
the unity of God from every great pulpit. . His followers said
to him, ““O prophet of God, who shall teach them this ?? Then
he said to them in the Hebrew language:* '%\“WTJ::” p‘? 1‘21} i3
V..’t:'f ﬂﬂ:{fb";\"- This is the interpretation in Arabie: A child
shall be born from the offspring of Ishmael; his name shall be
associated with the name of God, and whenever the name of
God Almighty is meutioned, his uwame shall be mentioned.
But this happened to no other than Mohammed.

N

Another indication of the prophetic oftice is the following,
One of the kings of the Children of Isiael was named Ahab.

VIsa, 12 ? Isa. 4212,

*IKi. 135 Ms. text substitutes '7Nl”;w’ Ij for 'njr o).

q¢
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He was a tyrant and one who killed the prophets. He also
denied the God of Moses, and made idols and served them.

Moreover, he set up an altar and offered upon it offerings to the
idols. Then God sent to him a prophet who was named Micha,
and he cried out with a loud voice, O Altar, O Altar, God
says to thee, A prophet God Almighty will send, ¢ WWN*
(that is, by interpretation, A name associated with the name of
(tod Almighty); in his name unbelief will cease from the Earth,

In proof of the truth of my word. thou shalt be split, O Altar!”
And [it was so, for] the prophet had hardly completed his speech
when the altar was split and its ashes were scattered on the
ground.  Then the king desired to kill the prophet, but his
hand withered.

(p. 11) Another indication of his prophetic oftice. One of the
kings of the Children of Israel was named Manasseh (Isaiah the
prophet was his grandfather), and he was an unbeliever and served
idols. He went out to battle with a certain king, and this king
conquered Manassech and found in Manasseh’s possession an idol
of hollow copper, which he was accustomed to worship. So the

king took Manassch and put him inside the idol and built fires

beneath him. Then Manasseh began to azk for help. of all the
rest of the idols, but they gave him no help. When the fire
reached his heart, he cried unto God, asking help through
Mohammed, following the example of his grandfather, Isaiah.
Then God rescued him and helped hjg by means of angels;
freeing him from the idol and giving him victory over his enemy
by the blessing of Mohammed. Moreover, God restored him to
his kingdom and he repented most thoroughly.

Another indication of his prophetic office. Oneof the proph-
ets of the Children of Israel was named Obadiah, which means,
« gervant of God.” He went out on his pilgrimage, and found
the Jews dwelling in the land of the Iijiz; they entertained
him as their guest, but he wept bitterly. So they (p. 12) said
to him, ¢ What makes you weep, O prophet of God?” lle
replied, ‘A prophet, whom God will send from the Arabs, and
whom the angels will help, will lay waste your houses, take

1 Sa:id has confused Ahab and Jeroboam. * 1 Ki. 13,

L (-]
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your women captive and make your children orphans.”  Then
the Jews sought to kill him, but he fled.

Know this: When the Sea was divided for Moses, and Pha-
raoh and his army were submerged while the Children of Isracl
went forth on the other side, then God revealed himself to
Moses on the side of the Mount (Sinai), saying, *“O Mloses,
tell the Children of Tsracl to wash their garments, purify
their bodies, and withdraw from their wives for three days, for
I will veveal myself to them.” And:when it was the morning
of the third day, behold, the Earth was shaken and the moun-
tains were laid low. Then God appeared, saying in the Hebrew
languages' DYI§D PIND TONFIT T TN TN 123
This is the interpretation: I am the Lord thy God who have
brought thee out of Egypt; thou shalt not serve any God beside
me, for I am a jealous God. (p. 13) Thereupon all the Children

of Israel died. Then God brought them to life; aund they said,
- ¢« Hear thou, O Moses, the word of God, and speak to us, for
we are not able to hear the speech of God lest we die.” So God
made a covenant with them, in thirty-six compacts, that they
should follow the swiew of Abrahaw, their grandfather, and
that they should take neither idol nor crucifix nor image; and
they accepted the covenant upon this condition. Then the earth
was quieted and the mountain was raised up from then. There-
upon God commanded Moses to tell the Children of Israel to '
return to their families, but he commanded Moses to draw near
to bim. So Moses remained in the Mount forty days. And
God threw the tablets on the ground; and there was written on
“the first tablet, “I am God thy Lord”; on the sceond, *‘Thou
shalt not serve any god besides me”; and on them was written
the rest of the Ten Words. In the Torah it is written that the
tablets are the workmanship of God and the book is the writing
of God. 'When Moses went down [from the Mount] with the
tablets in his hand and found the Children of Israel worshipping
a golden calf, he threw down the tablets, (p. 14) and the earth
was split open and swallowed them up. Then Moses killed
every one of the Children of Israel who had worshipped the

Calf.

L Ex. 20,

"
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Another indication of his prophetic oftice is, that when Jacob
went forth a fugitive from his brother Esau, he saw in his sleep
a ladder raised from earth to heaven,' and it had five steps. He
saw also in his sleep a mighty people ascending on that ladder
and angels helping them and the gates of heaven opened. Then
his Lovd appeared to. him, saying, O Jacob, fear not, T am
with thee, hearing and seeing. Express thy wish, O Jacob.”
So he said, “*Lord, who are those ascending on that ladder?”
God replied, *They are the offspring of Ishmael.” Then he
said, * Lord, how have they drawn near to thee?” And God
replied, *‘ By the five prayers which I have imposed upon them,
by day and by night; they have accepted them, and they act
accordingly.” So when Jacob awoke from his sleep he imposed
on his offspring the five prayers. Yet God did uvot impose on
the Children of Israel any prayer in the Torah, but only offer-
ings which they should offer. This story is in the first book of
the Torah, after the stor; of Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac.
(p. 15) But the Children of Israel and their learned ones have
not ceased praying the five prayers, following the custom of
their ancestor, Jacob; and the proplets of the Children of Isvacl
have not ceased to preach the appearauce of Mohammed and to
swear by his life and to desire to be in his time, and when the
hidden things shall be disclosed to them, to see his people drawn
up in prayer like lines of angels. Moreover, Samuel the prophet
has made a proverb for this, saying:® '}D.'ﬁ ng’jﬁn 3'!1 n:\g-'\
737 "1 OF. This in the interpretation: The lion and the

wolf shall come together in one feeding place; the leopard and
the kid shall dwell harmoniously in one place. The meaning of
this is that king and poor will be equal in the ranks of those
who pray. Ausd verily the learned men of the Children of
Israel and their prophets have ordained the matter for them in
their prayers, making entreaty thercin unto God Almighty by
Mohammed, and desiring to be in his time and see his days.

Another indication of his prophetic office is that which is
written in the book of Ezekiel. God saild with his own tongue

* Gen. 28'2, 2 T5g, 117 a0,

]y .
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in the Hebrew lﬁnguage:' 0¥ N3 13 JRAR 3N N
SRR 02 BOWH 13 M7 D) WoR B (p. 16). This is
the interpretation: Behold my servant, the one chosen by me, the
"son of my beloved. I have chosen him and sent him to the
niations with trustworthy wisdom. . As for his saying, “ my
servant,” Mohammed was addressed as one who was in the ser-
“vice [of God]; as for his saying *‘son of my beloved,” God
called Abraham ““beloved” in the Torab, and Ishmael God
called *“beloved.” Morcover, God taked with Abraham, say-
ing in the Hebrew language: WX AT NN T3 IR MR
2. This is the interpretation: Take thy son, thine only oue
“whom I love, and offer him to me for an offering. So this verse
points to the fact that the sacrificed is Ishmael, from the text
of the Torah, because Abrabam had no “only-one” except
Ishmael. Tor it was after this occurrence that the augels
announced to him [the birth of] Isaac, and Abrabam loved only
Tshmael.

Another indication of his prophetic office was given when the
Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was sent.  Now his mnission was in
the [time of the] second temple, for the first terple, the holy
house which Solomon son of David had built, Ncbuchadnezzar
destroyed, and (p. 17) prophecy was cut off with the destruc-
tion of the first temple. It remained a ruin seventy years,
After that, a king called Cyrus vebuilt it, and it remained pros-
perous 480 years after its evection; and in it appeared the Mes-
sial, Jesus son of Mary—upon him be most excellent prayer and
peace. Ifelived in a time of wise men and philosophers; he
cured those who were blind, and the lepers; he made the dead
live, by the permission of God, and he made clay into the form
of birds. Moreover, they gathered a tribunal, and the wise

!Isa. 42!, Like many of his predecessors, Sa'id applies this verse to
Mohammed. He tries to show that the *‘only son” whom Abraham
was going to sacrifice was Ishmael ; Tsaac was not yet horn. The origi-
nal Hebrew text of Isa. 42! makes 'p'jy follow 3137, and connects i3

with 'lnn,\‘
T oIw ‘
? Gen. 22%. Note the significant change from the Hebrew =N

pamy-
A
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men of the Children of Israel united together against him,
"Then one of their learned men who was called Simeon Ballakish'
stood un against him and said, ‘“We believe not in thee, and
we agree not with thee in what thou hast claimed and in what
thou hast brought; because Moses informed us in his law, on the
authority of God Almighty, that the prophet sent in the last
time should be of the offspring of Ishmael, but thou art of the
Children of Israel. And this is the saying of the Exalted One
in the Torah:* MYMD ONND Y N33 OP N?).” This is
the interpretation: There shall not arise among the Children of
Israel one like Moses. So they decreed the death of Jesus, and
killed him (according to their assertion, and the assertion of the
Christians). They [the Christians] also denied him; and the
denial of the Messiah by the Christians is move grievous than the
denial by the Jews, because they agree that the hand through
which nails were driven was the hand by which the heavens and
the carth were created; and there is no sort of unbelief worse
than this. They also picture him in their temples (p. 18) cru-
cified, nailed, and the children of the Jews stoning him with
stoues.

Know that as for the Christian veligion, its followers do not
at all regard the sunna of the Messiah nor his religious law, but
they follow the sunna of the kings who were unbelievers among
the.Children of Israel, those who broke the covenants of God
and" pictured for themselves images and likenesses in the
churches, on account of which came the destruction of the
kingdom of the Children of Israel. For verily because of a
sumk picture which was painted in the house of Solomon son
of T)wxd, although he did not know it, God wrested from him
the kingdom. Also because of a single cross, the army of
Joshua, the successor of Moges, was routed three times. But
the Messiah did not ordain for them the making of pictures nov
of crucitixes. But they have quoted from the Messiak in their
Gospels, those of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, that he
allowed them dead things, and blood, and swine’s flesh. But

t Probably the Rabbi Simeon ben Lakish, the celebrated Palestxman
teacher, who lived in the third century A. D.
? Deut. 34'°,

qq

HTTP://KOTOB.HAS.IT



The Kitab Masalik an-Nuzas.

God forbid that the Messiah should have had anything to do
with this! For he said,' I came not to destroy the law of
Moses, but I came to fulfill it.” And the law of Moses forbids
dead things and blood 2nd swine’s Hesh. They have quoted
also from the Messiah in their Gospels that he forbade circum-
cision, but circumcision is the susna of the prophets and it was
the sunna of Abraham before them. It is also enjoined upon
* the Children of Israel in the Torah, and this is & proof of their
having changed the Gospels which Jesus brought. :

Know (mmay God Almighty direct thee) that I have repeit-
edly studied the four Gospels, but I find in them no mention at
all of Mohammed, as he is mentioned in the Torah and in the
books of the prophets. This, too, is u (p. 19) proof of their
‘having changed the Gospels which Jesus brought.

Know also that Moses remained in the desert forty years; and
in the thirty-ninth year of their exodus from Egypt God spoke
to Moses, commanding him to. gather from the elders of the .
Children of Israel seventy men, and go up with them to the
Mount. So Moses did this, taking the chiefs .of the Childven
of Israel and the heads of their tribes; and he weut up with
them to another mount. Then God revealed himself tn Moses
in an appearance mightier than the first. On that day there
were earthquakes, lightnings and thunderings, eclipses and great
fear; and all the nations in all the rest of the universe trembled
at this. Then God spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to the Chil-
dren of Israel:* NIDMY P05 MY’ WK EANIT WL This is
the interpretation: Cursed is he who makes a cross or image;
cursed is he who worships them; cursed is {(p. 20) he who allows
this amory the people. Then God talked with Moses about this
matter; and all the Children of Israel said Amen to it. So
Moses remained in the Mount forty days, and the tablets which
he had thrown oun the ground cume down [again from heaven],
and on them were written the Ten Words. Aund when Moses
went down with the tablets in his hand, no one was able to look
at him, so God commanded him to put on a veil and to put the

! Mats. 5V, ' ‘ C
* Deut. 27", Our Massoretic text reads 93, without the dagesh.
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tablets in the ark of the covenant.’ Aud he put with them a

copy of the Torah in his own handwriting, for God commanded
him to 'go up the Mount to his death.

Another indication of his prophetic office is this. When
Moses went up to his death, he asked God to show him the peo-
ples up to the day of the Resurrection; and when he saw
\Iohammed and his people this verse was set down in the

Torah:? O NS D ey N pien A N3 3O ’J'IN
u"gp n:j“w_‘) This is the interpretation: God came from

Sinai, and shone forth from Seir; he revealed himself from the
wountains of Paran, and appeared from among his holy myriads;
at his right hand light, and at his left hand fire; to him the
peoples assembled, and unto him the nations eame together,
The wise men of the Children of Israel, the commentators of
the Torah, (p. 21) comment on this, and explain that the fire is

the victorious sword of Mohammed, and that the light is his law,
which guides arighst.

There is the saying of the Exalted One in his great hook:®
And remember when Moses said to his people, ¢ O my people,
vemember the favor of God to you, since he hath placed among
vou prophets and hath made you rulers and hath given you
what he hath given no other nation in the world. O people, go
in to the consecrated land which God Lath appointed for you,
and turn not your backs, lest going astray ye perish.” Buat the
Childven of Israel weut into Syria, and their Kings were the
prophets Joshua, David and Solomon. In the rule of the son
of Solomon, the kingdom of the Children of Israel was divided.
Phey were unbelievers; they killed the prophets and broke the
covenants of God. And one of their kings
Jeroboam was the cause of their unbelief. Morveover he was a
tyrant and a philosopher. Now Alhidr was present one day at
hiis court, and heard him say that Moses said in his law: <If

e break the covenaut of God, then the heavens will hold hack

who was named

! Literally, ‘*ark of the shekinah” ("U’DU)
* Deut. 33%. The citation omits 1]3'7 aftex WP - So also above

(Ms., p. 6, line 11).
3 Sura 5234,
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the rain and it will not rain, and the earth will withhold the
vegetation and it will not grow.” "Then Alhidr stood up and
said,’ M7 97 DR '3 0M 90 w0 DR N . (. 22)
This is the interpretation: By the power of God, dew and rain
shall not come down except by the permission of God Almighty.
Then the king desired to kill Albidr but God hid him from
him, Both dew and rain were withheld for three years, and
the people perished on that account. After this, Alhidr came
into the king’s court and asked him to summon the priests and
learned men. So there gathered to him four hundred meun, and
he asked the king for two calves of the herd. Then Albidr
said to the priests, “Choose for yourselves a calf and slanghter
it. Put firewood ou it, and call upon your gods, and I will do

 the same with another calf. Let me call upon my Lord, and do
. you call upon your god and whichever god’s fire comes down
- and devours the calf, he is the god whom we will serve.” So

the priests slaughtered their calf, and put firewood on it; they
asked help of their gods, but they did not give heed to them.
Then Alhide began to scoff at them and to say: ¢ Arouse your
gods from sleep; let them not slecp nor be distracted from you
in their journey. Call upon them with a mighty voice; per-
adverture they will hear yow.” And Alhidr took his calf,
slaughtered it and put it in a ditch. With it he put water
instead of firewood, and he stretched out bis haud, saying:?
DIONT NI I D Yy DI o0y TN 'Y This is the
interpretation: Help e, (p. 23) O God, to-day. Let it be kuown
that thou, thou art the God, and.beside thee there is no God at
all. And he had hardly completed the speech when fire came
down and devoured the calf and licked up the water. Then
the Children of Israel fell prostrate, saying, ‘“Allah is our God;

there is no god Lut he.” Thereupon Alhidr slaughtered the
* priests with his own hand in the pit, and the vain came down.
~ Yet the king did not turn from his unbelief, but desired to kill

Albidr; but God hid him from him.

'IKIL 17 * The O. T. Hebrew has rp9yr.

*1 Ki. 184, The original Hebrew reads: W DY M MY
OTIOND MY nN 13 I oy TS s
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Another indication of his prophetic office is that when the
temple was laid waste, Nebuchadnezzar returned to his kingdom
aud saw in his sleep an image;' its two feet on the earth and its
liead in the heavens, Tts head was of gold, its breast and fore-
armns of silver, its belly of copper, its thighs of iron, and its
two feet of baked clay. And lLe saw the heavens opened, and
lo, an angel in whose hand was a sword. e cut off the golden
head, and the image fell and was broken to pieces; and its two
feet rose up above the rest of the body. Now when Nebu-
chadnezzar awoke from his sleep he summoned Daniel, who was
lis vizier, and told him the dream. Then Daniel said: The
golden head, it is thou, O king; and the silver, they are thy
children [who shall rule after thee; the copper, they are kings]
who shall rule after thy children and be called Kosroes and
Emperors and those like them of the kingdom of the Greeks.
And the baked clay, they are kings who shall appear in the last
time and be the most glorious of the nations. (p. 24) Their
words shall be exalted among the rest of the peoples, even as
the baked clay was lifted np above the rest of the image. The
angel who came down from the heavens and cut off the golden
head is the prophet sent to all the nations; he it is who shall
purify the carth from the worship of idols. The confirmation
of this is that the king will perish. And Daniel had hardly
cowpleted his words when the earth was rent and swallowed up
Nebuchaduezzar.

~ Another indication of his prophetic office and of the truth of
his law is that which comes in the book of Abraham, The
Exalted One said:® O Abraham, take four birds, four of the
lierd, and four wild beasts. Then he commanded him to divide
every one of them into two halves; but he commanded him not
to divide the birds. He also commanded him to call themn. So
Abraham did this, and they came to him eagerly, alive, and as
they [originally] had been. Then God said to Abraham,
**Thus I bring the dead to life and raise whoever is in the
grave.” The wise men of the Children of Israel say in explaua-
tion of this passage, that the kinds of beasts are the peoples
who preceded the appearance of Mohammed; they who have

! Cf. Daniel 231 1. - ? Gen. 15%1,
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perished, and whose kingdom has been divided. [They say
also] that as for the birds previously mentioned, it is an allusion
to Ishmael and his offspring, who will neither perish nor sep-
arate till the Resurrection day.

(p- 25) Another indication of his prophetic office and of the
truth of his law is that which is written in the book of Ezckiel.'
When he went out on his journey, he found a great cemetery,
and in it were bones decayed and crumbled. So he stood still,
grieved in his heart and wondering how these. boues should
return to their former condition, Thereupon God Almighty
spoke to him, saying, “O son of Adam, say, ‘O Dlones, O
decayed, O crumbled, hear the word of God, for he $1ys to you,
Come together one part unto another.’” And when he had
tinished his speech, behold, the cemetery was shaken; the bones
- came together; the sinews were stretched ; the veins and the

fuid-bearing “tissues were commingled, and the skin covered
them. Then God said to him, “Say, <O spirit, go into them,’
As he said this, they immediately rose up, standing and shaking

off the dust from their faces and heads.  And they bore witness.

that there is no God but Allal, he is alone, and has no parther;
and that death is true but life is vavity. Then they said to
their prophet, “ Are we in the world or in he Resurrection
- which has come ?”  Tle- replied, *“Nuay, ye are in the world,”
And there were some who sought death and returned to death;
but others entered the city. This occurrence was in the time of
(p. 26) Jeroboam, the king who was an unbelicver, And he
saw this mighty sign, yet he did not turn from his unbelief.
Morcover he was a philosopher.*

Another indication of his prophetic oftice is that his name in
the Torah is TIND INDF and in the books of the prophets,

VTN Now the wise men of the Children of Israel who

comment on the Torah explain this. Some say, Very, Very;
others say, Ahwed, Abmed; still others say, Great, Great.
And as for him who says Much, Much, it is an homonymous

! Ez. 37110, * Jeroboam, ‘g philosopher "t
®Gen. 17, Partof a prophecy reluting to Ishmael,
*1Ki. 182, '
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cxpression; that is, it signifies Great, Great. But there hag
not appeared of the offspring of Ishmael one mightier than
Mohammed, His name in the books of the prophets is ﬁnzwx’ .

This name is one of the names of God Almighty and it is not
applied to anyone else but Mohammed. ,

Know that the length of the kingdom of the Children of
Israel was 852 years. Of that time, for 700 years they followed
the code of Moses, and every king who attacked them perished,
as did Sennacherib and other kings. * Then after 700 years their
kingdom was divided, and Jeroboam was raised up as king in
the city Damascus. He made images and likenesses; he stop-
ped the pilgrimage to the temple, and gave orders to kill who-
ever should make a pilgrimage to it.  (p. 27) Then war broke
out between him and the son of Solomon, son of David. Nine
tribes aud a half tribe of the Children of Isvael followed with
this king, and he was given the victory over the son of Solo-
mou. In the first battle fought by the two armies more than
800,000 of their number were killed. But war did not cease
among them; civil wars and the sword continued for 152 years.
This king also killed the prophets and burned the law of Moses.'
After that, God sent Nebuchadnezzar, He burned the temple
and killed (aside from the blood of Zechariah) 84,000 nobles,
and  seattered the people through the earth. The temple
remained in ruins for seventy years. During that time appeared
the Samaritans; they created a law of their own and traced
their lineage back to Moses. In this time also appeared the
Karrd’dna® who believe that Ezra’ is the son of God. They are
thie people who dwell in the land of the Hijaz. Then, after
seventy years, appeared a king who was called Cyrus. e built
the temple and the Jews gathered unto it. It remained prosper-
ous for 430 years, and in that time appeared the Messiah, Jesus
son of Mary., Now the cause of the destruction of the first
house, which Solomon sou of David built, was their breaking
the (p. 28) covenants of God, their making images and like-
nesses, and their killing the prophets. The cause of the destruc-
tion of the second house, which Cyrus built, was the disagree-
weut of their learned men about the essence of the Creator,
about his attributes and about his word, and their denial of t]u
Messiah, Jesus son of Mary.

tJer. 367 ! The Karaites. 2 Cf. Sura 9%,
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There is disagreement in regard to the word of the Creator.
Some say, ‘‘ without word or voice,” and others say, ‘ with
word and voice.” DBut the cause of this is following the philos-
ophers and belief in their Way; for they belicve in the pre-
existence of the world, and this is the great mistake which has
brought them down to the lowest of the low. For they are
ignorant about the Existing and the Creation and the Creator;
they are ignorant of the truth of prophecy and of the high ranks
of the prophets; they deny the Creator and nullify his power;
and their intelligence stops short at the material universe.
Moreover Plato und Aristotle, their great men, are too weak
to understand the truth of the body, so how is there any way
for them to reach the knowledge of the word of the Creator?
But the prophets have picreed the veil; they have communicated
with the unseen world and have brought tidings on the author-
ity of God Almighty, that he created the world from nothing
with a power with which impotence was not mixed, and with a
might to which weakness was not joined.  Ard this is the begin-
ning of the’i‘om‘n, the saying of the Exalted One, N2 ﬂ’t;";\‘j::) A

(p. 29) which means, God crezted the world from nothing.

Kuow that philosophy is an ancient Way, and its people have
separated into sects. Among them are the Dahuriya, who do
not believe in a Creator; others are the Ilalaliya, still others are
the Unitarians; some believe in the pre-existence of the world
and the [consequent] linzitation of the power of the Creator;
and others are the $ibians, who worship the stars. Al the
philosophers believe in the pre-existence of the world, not cmpty
and not full; and they put the God of the world inside the fir-
mament.  They are enemies of God and of the apostles.  They
are the ones who laid the foundation for the worship of idols;
they fashioned pictures and likenesses; they made temples® and
pyramids; and their great men claimed divinity, as Nimrod son
of Canaan, and Pharaoh. So when this appeared and was dis-
closed, the Creator was jealous for his essence, and sent the
apostles with signs and proofs and wonderful miracles to show

1 Gen. 10,

*The Arabic word, X3, is the transcription of a Coptic word, and
. . \ 2
is applied to Egyptian temples.
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the nature of his being. And when God sent Moses he said to
him, *“ Pharaoh will not believe in thee, for 1 have chosen to
multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.” Thisis
in the Hebrew language:' D% 1IR3 "NYin N3 ],v_r;‘?.

In answer to the (p. 30) belief of the philosophers, namely,
in the pre-existence of the world: Know that by this world 1
wean the firmament and what it includes. It is as one corporeal
form; its exterior is simple and its soul and interior are com-
pounded in their divisions, and composed of substance and form.
I it are those who have kunowledge, as animate things, and
those who have no knowledge, as inanimate objects. And it
is an absurdity that this should come into existence of itself,
because of the complexity of its essence; and it necessarily fol-
lows from this that some other has created it. Now its coming
iuto existence is possible ouly in one of four ways:

The first possibility is that its existence was derived from sub-
stance which was eternal and form which was eternal. And
this is an absurdity in reason and divise law and nature, that
any being should actually exist as substance without form or.as
torm without substance; and if they say that ¢ primitive matter’
had existence, then its existence was ideal, mot real; beecause
ideal existence is not the cause of the really existing thing;
rather, the really existing tbing is the cause of the ideal
existence.

The secoud possibility is, that its existence, I mean that of
the firmament and what it includes, is from substance which was
cternal and form which had not previously existed. This idea
some of the theologians adopt, for they say that the Agent is
living and powerful and willing. They aiso aflirm to him the
rest of the attributes, and make him do with substauce what he
wishes, and make in it a form which did not exist. (p. 31} But
this idea is worthless for two reasons.  Oune of them is this: Tt
is necessary that the Agent should have materials, just as the
builder builds a house from parts of the house previously pre-
pared, such as plaster and stone. The other corsideration .
is, that substance would be associated with the Agent in eter-
nity, and if he had wished to get along without it he would not

VEx. 11%,

.

Yoy

HTTP://KOTOB.HAS.IT



The Kitab Masdatik wn- Nazar.

have been able. But God forbid that he should have a partuer
in his kingdom; he is too high and too great for thisg!’

The third possibility is, that it came into being from sub-
stance which had not existed and form which was eternal; but
it is absurd that any actual thing should subsist in nothing,

So it necessarily follows and results, because of that which
the speculative, argumentative analogy necessitates, that this
existence of the world, by which I mean the firmament aud
wlhat it includes, is from substance which had not existed and
form which had not existed. This is the ¢ nothing,” the idea of
which all the prophets and apostles brought.

Koow (and may God direes thee to his obedience) that the
prophets are diversified, in spite of the importance of their condi-
tion and their high rank. Some God addressed in their sleep;
to others God spoke in revelation or from behind a screen; and
another is he who is always in the presence of the Holy Oue.

; .

Know that (p. 32) Solowmon, son of David, made a parable,
He told of a sleeping man, who saw in his sleep a person who
had died some time previously.  That dead person. spoke to the
sleeper in his sleep and informed him of hidden things, by lip
and tongue and word and voice, although lip and tongue and
word and voice were not there. So when the sleeper awoke
from his sleep, he told all that the dead person said to him, by
lip and tongue and word and voice. Then the prophet said thuat
the trustworthy vision is one of forty-six parts of prophcey.
And among men there is he who sees dreams and believes that
he is awake; but prophecy is greater than the wakiug [vision],
beyound all comparison.

Kuow (and may God Almighty direct thee to his service) that
I was one of the learned men of the Children of Israel, hut God
bestowed Islam upon me. The occasion was this: I Lecawe iil
and a physician was astending me. The shroud of death was
prepared for me, when I saw in my sleep one speaking who said,
*“Read the sura dl-hamd ;* then you will escape death.” So
when I awoke from my sleep I immediately sought one of the

!Sura 174,

?Sura 1.
VOL. XXIV, 26

|
|
|
1

HTTP:/KOTOB.HAS.IT



S. A, Weston,

trustworthy Moslems. He was my neighbor, and I grasped his
hand, saying, ¢ I bear witness that there is no God but Allah,
he alone, and he has no partner; and I bear witness (p. 33) that
Moliammed is his'servant and apostle, whom he has sent with
guidance and the true veligion, to make it triumph over every
religion.”  And I began repeating and saying, * O strengthener
of the heart, strengthen me in the belief!” Then when I
entered the mosque and saw the Moslems in rows like ranks of
angels, a voice within me said, “This is the nation concerning
whose appearance the prophets preached good tidings”; and
when the preacher advanced clothed in black hair-cloth, great
reverential fear came over me. And when he struck the pulpit
with his sword," his blow shook all my limbs. Now the preacher
at that time was Ibn Al-Muwaffak, on the border of Alexandria.
When he said, at the end of his sermon,’ ¢ Verily God command-
eth justice, well-doing and giving unto your kindred; and he
forbiddeth wickedness, iniguity and oppression. He hath
warned you; it may be that ge will remember,” and when the
prayers began, I was greatly moved, because I saw the rows of
the Moslems like rows of angels, and God revealing himself
as they bowed in prayer and as they prostrated themselves.
Then a voive witkin me said, ‘*¥f the revelation of God came
to the Children of Israel twice in the course of time, then it
comes to this people in every prayer.” Then I was convineed
that I was created to be a Moslem only; and@ my conversion
to Islam took place in the begimning of the month Sha‘ban,
in the (p. 34) year 69%7.° ‘

When I heard the Koran in the month Ramadin, I saw in it
so great eloquence and such skill of speech that a narrative
which is given in the Torah in a score of pages* is given [in the
Koran] in one or two verses; and this is great eloquence. No
oue is able to produce-a single verse like it. Thus, for exam-

! In the villages which Islam conquered by force, the preacher on Fri-
day carried a wooden sword or staff during the khutba (Goldziher in
Rev. des Et. J., vol. xxx, p. 4). '

2 Sura 16%2, The second of the two sermons, which is called the
Khutbat an-Na‘at, addressed to the community on Friday by the
Khatib from the top of the minbar, always ends with this verse from
the Koran (Goldziher, ibid., p4).

3 May, 1298 A.D. i Literally, in two kurrdsas.
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ple, the saying of the Exalted One: And remember when Moses
said to his people,’ ‘“O my people, remewber God’s favor to

you, in that he appointed prophets among you and made you

kings and brought to you what he brought to no one else in the
universe. O my people, enter the holy.land which God hath
bequeathed to you, and turn not your backs, lest ye go astray
and perish.” This story is written in the Torah in a score of
pages. Now when God commanded them to enter the holy
land they demanded of Moses that he send them directors. So
he did this for them, and they chose chiefs from every tribe,

Everyone of them was named by his name; and among them all

were Joshua and Caleb; they are the two men whom God has
wentioned in his great book.* "There is also given in the Torah
a description of their entering the holy land, and what happened
to them regarding the fruit of the land, and what they expe-
rienced with the Amalekites. And the Children of Israel sought
to (p. 35) stone Moses, but clouds came between him and them,
On this occasion was revealed the verse:* ““ And verily it shall
be forbidden to them for forty years.” So they disobeyed
Moses and marched to Syria. Bus the Amalekites went against
them and routed the Children of Isracl, whereupon Moses inter-
ceded through Mohammed. '

.Concerning the saying of the Exalted One:®  And.we only
sent the apostles as preachers and warners.” Know that the
Torah and the books of the prophets announced all -that hap-
pened in the kingdom of the Children of Israel before its fall,

and that they warned and cautioned against the coming of

rebellions at the end of 700 lunar yedrs of the Hijra of the
prophet, because of what they have altered and changed and
substituted in the word of God Almighty, and because of their
denying the prophecy of the Chosen [i. e., Mohammed], and
their denial of the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, and their mak-
ing pictures and likenesses in the churches. That is why God
laid waste the kingdom of the Children of Israel. But God
promised his servants, the prophets, the removal of the pictures
and likenesses from the synagogues and temples.  And he
promised the king by whose hand this removal should he

! Sura 5% 4, ? Literally, in two kurrdsas.
3Sura 57, “Sura 5%, 5 Sura 643,
Yy
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brought abous a peaceful kingdom, long life, continuance of
power and the submission of the kings of the earth to him,
The evidence of this and its proof is that at the end of the
recorded periods which the books of revelation indicated,
namely, at the end of the 700 lunar years from the (p. 36)
Hijra of the prophet, God laid waste the synagogues of the
East by the hand of the king Ghizin.' So Ghizin overcame
the troops of the Moslems. But when the Moslems returned
from their rout, God inspired them to close the churches; and
they closed them according to the noble and pure Moslem law,
Then the Mostems went forth to meet their enemies at Shakhab,*
and God gave them the victory. ' -

And with the Children of Israel this was invariably the
ense. It was thus through all the course of their kingdom.
When they made pictures and likenesses they were routed by
their cnemies; but when they effaced them, they conquered
their enemies and their kingdom was quiet.

Now when the Moslems returned, having been rendered
victorious over their enemies, the temples were opened and the
oaths were nullified.  When I saw this, zeal for God Almighty
came over me and fear for the Moslems and for their kingdom
at the completion of 700 solar years.® So I set out and -ent
forth with a petition for the forming of a council to consider
the belief in God Almighty, in-which there should be ten of the
learned men of the Jews and ten Christian priests, in the pres-
ence of the learned men of the Moslems and. in the presence of
the king; and in their hands should be the Torah, the Gospels,
the Psalms and the books of the prophets; and that I should
make clear what they had changed and altered and $ubstituted

! Ghazin Kbéan, a Mongol prince, converted to Islam in 1205 A.D.,
and forthwith oppressing the churches and synagogues. As he did this
in 1295 (695 of the Hijra), Sa‘id’s statement is not strictly correct.

* The historical narratives indicate the place of the decisive battle
sometimes as Ghabdghib, sometimes as Shakhab (Goldziher, ibid., p. 10),
The date of this battleis Apr., 1303. The contextshows that Sa‘id believed
that the Moslems were victorious because they had closed the houses of
prayer of the other beliefs after their first defeat. See also the intro-
duction, above. .

3 This can only be 622+700=1322 A.D. The author fears tbat the
Mohammedans will not be able to preserve their supremacy up to that
year, if they do not close the temples of the other beliefs.

"
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The Kitdh Musilik an- Nuzar,

in the word of God Almighty; also that I should explain and

prove the prophecy of the Chosen (and he is (p. 37) Mohammed
ibn Abdallah ibn Abdal-Mu;’galib) from the Torah, the Gospels,

the Psalms, and the books of the prophets; and that I should -

establish from their books the reasons, the proofs and the argu-
ments for the abolition of pictures and likenesses from the
synagogues. Now when this-was proposed, assuring to Al-
Malik An-Nasir all that God had promised by the tongue of his
prophets and apostles, then the Muftis gave their decision
unanimously [saying], ¢ This man approaches Gud- AMmighty

in a most excelleut proximity, and his help in this matter i

needed for him who has charge of it.” Moreover the Imauis of
the religion consented to assemble this council, and the delegates
of the king six times gave written permission to assemble it in
Egypt und Syria—but it wes not assembled. There i3 no
recourse nor strength except in God the exalted and mighty.
Vorily we belong to God and unto him we shall return.'

Know that all that I have put into this compendium is of
that which is written in the Torah and the books of the
prophets; but I have collected it, put it in order, and translated
it from the Hebre v and Aramaic languages into the clear Avabic
language in which spoke the lord of the first and the last. 1
have made it a delight for those who will look into it, and I
have often named it foli- Muhit, for it encompasses all the foun-
dations of the exact sciences, the covenants of the faith, the
counsels of the [true] religion, the standing-places of the mul-
titude and the paths of -the few. .

May God bless our lord Mohammed, his family and his trieuds
and give them peace ! '

This Look was composed in the Mosque of the Bani Omayya
at Damascus the capital city, in the 12th of the first Rabie, in
the year 720." And praise to God, Lord of the worlds; and
may God bless our lord Mohammed and his family and friends,
andl give them peace. God is sufficient for us and he is an
excellent reliance. There is no recourse nor power except in
God Almighty. The End.

t Sura 251, * April, 1820, twenty-two years after his conversion.
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