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The Relative and Absolute
in the Concept of Religion, Truth and Morality

Abstract: This topic of this paper is a very significant one as it relates the
core of religion and the essence of faith. It necessary therefore to recognize the
relative and absolute, and determine their significance. The paper defines the
meaning of the relative and absolute, the former refers to that which is not
sacred, accepts difference, and is liable to change; the latter refers to that
which is constant, accepting neither difference nor change.
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The pgper clarifies Western thinkers' position on notions of religion and the
unseen, and compares their stance to the perspective of Islam. It further treats
the issue of Truth as it relates to the relative and absolute. Claiming that truth
is relative is a dangerous stance, invented by the sophists, who were the first
to initiate the claim that truth is relative. In this respect, the paper highlights
the stance of the Muslim scholars, including Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Hazm
The paper deds with the question whether morality is reltive or absolute, the
position of Idam in this regard, and the views of Western thinkers on the
relativity of ethics. The paper concludes that ethics for Western thinkers is
relative, and that they derive from different sources based on different
doctrines or even thinkers. The paper finaly indicates that the claim that
ethics are relaive contradicts the moral system of Idam and undermines the
roots of morality. This stance promotes disintegration and deterioration of
mordlity, a prominent reality in Western society. The claim of relativity of
ethics implies a rejection of the transcendent messages sent down to the
Chosen Prophets and of their eternd legal systems and undermines the efforts
of reformers. The clear Signs of the Qur'an, the tradition of the Prophetic
Sunnah, and the constant ethica culture of Muslims clearly refute any claims
of the relativity of ethica values, which remain constant throughout.
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