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Poetry at the Court of
al-Hajjaj Ibn Yousef al- Jhaqafi

ABSTRACT

The Omayyad throne was established using cruel and suppressive
means. Al-Hajjaj was one of the top officials of the regime; he could be
considered the most influential governor (Wali) of the state. His image
appeared in most of the authentic resources as a tyrant, and the people of
the state, specially the nobility, had been subjected by his policy to different
kinds of humiliation.

Nobody could dare to oppose or criticize the Omayyad regime. Even the
chiefs of tribes and Olama (knowledgeable people) could not freely express,
their attitudes or points of view.

The only exception was those who supported the regime. Many of the
poets during the Omayyad dynasty were on the payroll. They received
large amounts of money for their panegyric poems.

Panegyric poetry had flourished at Al-Hajjaj’s court; many of the well-
known poets composed wide-spread poems praising Al-Hajjaj’s qualities,
describing his false noble manners and deeds aiming at having his
rewards, and avoiding, at the same time, his severe punishment. The
portrait of Al-hajjaj in this poetry was similar to a tyrant in a prayer
niche. This poetry had been influenced by both Jahilite and Islamic traits
and characteristics. It is clear that the Omayyad poets exerted their
efforts to compose very sophisticated poems. The auther tried honestly
and deliberately to edit this poetry so as to come to findings supported
with strong evidence for his claims.
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