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Creativity and Acquisition in Pre-Islamic “Jahili” Poetry 

Prepared by  

Muhammad Najeh Muhammad Hasan 

Supervised by 

Dr. Ihsan Eldeik 

 

Abstract  

This study discusses creativity and acquisition in the Jahiliaya “pre-

Islamic” poetry depending on the studies that have tackled the issue of 

artistic creativity in general. It depends on the modern theory of 

acquisition in its endeavor to apply a few of its basics on the Jahiliaya 

“pre-Islamic” poetry. This research consists of a preface and three 

sections. The preface itself lays out the theoretical foundation which the 

research relies on; where it tackles the issue of artistic innovation 

throughout the approaches of interpretation briefly; such as, the 

psychological one, the theory of intuition and the viewpoints of Arab 

critics in the process of creativity. The preface, furthermore, deals with 

the theory of acquisition which has originated in Germany in  the late 

1960’s in its broad outlines.  

The first section deals with the poetic creativity in the Jahiliya “pre-

Islamic period. It reviews the outlook of their interpretation to it. Thus, 

we might perceive that this interpretation has been entwined with two 

different epochs. The interpretation of this has been connected with 
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revelation, intuition and gods who are nicknamed as the demons of 

poetry. Poetry, then, used to be conservative for the old religious aura 

which is connected with fortune-telling, amulets and religious 

supplications. This idea continued to survive slightly until the first 

Islamic ages. The second epoch is the stage where poetry has started to 

get rid of its holiness and religious glory with the remaining of its roots 

still available.  

We find out that the Jahilis “pre-Islamists” at this stage tend to 

interpret their creativity by the issue of acquisition and the learning of 

poetic experience from gotten from the forerunners. This, succinctly, 

seems to be contrastive but for the existence of two intertwining stages in 

the perception towards poetry in that age.  

The first section of this research implies the details of Arabs’ 

relations with the Jinn “demons” as well as the study of foretelling & 

magic and their relation with the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry where 

the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry seems to be correlated with foretelling 

and magic at one of the early stages whose roots have extended 

throughout the late periods of that age. This has been proven by a lot of 

news, poems and narratives; in addition to analogy in several matters; 

such as, the poet from one side and the priest & magician from the other 

one. It is needless to mention in this respect the association of poetry 

with magic in various matters inside the Holy Qur’an. The section ends 
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with a preview for the most important sources of creativity at the 

Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” age. WE notice that the sources which the 

Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poet has derived his creativity from are 

innumerable and versatile. Nature might be one of them; as well as the 

councils of merriment, wine and war being a few of the most important 

sources for the creativity of the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry simply 

because they are merited for privacy in the matters of Jahiliya “pre-

Islamic” religions from one side and the traditions and customs from 

another one. 

The second section deals with the effective motivations in the 

Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry creativity. Due to the fact that the effects 

in the process of poetic creativity are numerous, the concentration has 

been made on the most effective of them in the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” 

poetry. This section has implied the collective unconsciousness and its 

effect on the process of creativity. The researcher has traced a few 

original examples in the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” age to prove the role of 

active unconsciousness in the process of creativity. The discourse about 

unconsciousness has implied the tracing of its existence in the paintings 

of ruins, flirtation and travelling as well as the interpretation of a few 

paintings. After the collective unconsciousness, the role of religion and 

myth has been viewed in the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry where the 

patterns of legends about poetry have been registered depending on the 

legendary approach. This section has proven that the legend (religion) 
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has enhanced the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry where creativity has 

been manifested in three patterns. The first one included the legends 

expressed by primitive samples or original ones that were obtained via 

the collective unconsciousness. The second one included the legends and 

relics practiced by the Jahilis “pre-Islamists” who believe in them; and 

they have employed them for the service of certain positions in their 

creativity. The third one included the legends and beliefs that enter into 

the Jahili “pre-Islamic” poetic creativity so as to transcend their active, 

direct presence.  

The second section ends with the discourse about the role of the hard 

experience to enhance the Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry. The researcher 

has expressed a set of such experiments in this respect. Then he 

concluded that the Jahili “pre-Islamist” poet has lived a complicated life 

that is full of rich, effective experiments. The researcher might 

distinguish between two kinds at that age. The first kind is represented in 

the general experiments lived by the Jahilis “pre-Islamists” in their lives. 

They are repeated with nearly most of the poets. Their origin is the social 

relations and the daily, various practices. The second kind is represented 

in the personal experiments of the poet himself. They are correlated with 

him very closely where they affect his primary life in a direct way where 

they might be merited for fertility.  
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The third section has dealt with the topic of acquisition in the 

Jahiliaya “pre-Islamic” poetry. The researcher has resorted to the modern 

theory of acquisition in it as well as the viewpoints of Arab critics and 

their objective remarks about it. This section has been commenced with 

the discourse about t he role of Jahili “pre-Islamist” receiver in the 

process of creativity as a motive to him from one side and a participant in 

it from the other. The Jahili “pre-Islamist” receiver seemed to play a 

major role in the process of poetic creativity. His role has transcended 

into participating with the poet in the composition of his poem; such as, 

imposing various restraints on the poet and the necessity for the implied 

reader in his text to the extent that the Jahili “pre-Islamist” receiver has 

turned into being an actual participant for the poet himself.  

This section has implied a preview for the connection of the receiver 

with the creator in the Jahili “pre-Islamic” society. It was shown that 

their relation has been outlined throughout the poetic text from one side 

and the method of social continuation from the other. The social relation 

was represented in the perception towards the society and the nature of 

the Jahili “pre-Islamist” receiver which were represented by the personal 

receiver at one time and the general one at another. The former receiver 

was represented by kings, the chiefs of tribes and the prestigious laymen 

of Jahili “pre-Islamic” society.  
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This section was ended with the topic of lyricism in the Jahili “pre-

Islamic” poetry which used to be sung by Qiyan “women singers” since 

the inception of the Jahili “pre-Islamic” ages where lyricism used to be 

in the sort of supplication and hymns to gods.  

The researcher has benefited a lot from the previous studies and 

research in this respect; such as, the study of Dr./Mustafa Soweif: The 

psychological basics of artistic creativity;  Dr./Nasrat Abdul-Rahman: 

The artistic image in the Jahili “pre-Islamic” poetry; Dr./Rita Awadh: 

The structure of Jahili “pre-Islamic” poem & The poetic image for 

Omro’ ol Qais; the study of Nazim Oudeh Khadr: The cognitive origins 

for the theory of the receiver; Dr./Muhammad Elmobarak: The text 

acquisition for the Arabs; the lectures of Dr./Ihsan Eldeik and his 

invaluable directions.   
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