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The Conglusien
Family Retation Ships in the Abbasid
Ere until the End of the Third century

The purpose of this study is to discuss familial ties
as portrayed in the poetry of the Abbassid Era till the end

of the 3rd century (H).The research falls into five chapters.

The first is devoted to marital relatiens, the second
treabhs portic portravals of motherhood, the third approaches
the father - son relations, the fourth deals with brotherhood,
and finally the fifth mainly focused on artistiec issues and

problems .

The husband = wife relations appeared to be weak and luke-
warm . The man usually played a dominant rule abusing his wife
or divorcing her with or without justiificatien . Perhaps what
made the men of this apge so abusive and unreasonable toward
heir wives was the plenitude of " Slave - Mistresses ( Jawari).
The latter had captured the imagination of men that their own
marital 1life had become painful and nauseating. This in turn
had eventually made the wives so0o jealous, that they ploctted
against the lives of those mistresses as well as their own

husbands.

In the chapter dealing with motherhood, the poets portrayed
the role of the mother in a very congenial manner, she became

the epitome of self-sacrifice and selfless love .

But the poems which dealt with the mother were quite few,
Tis could be attributed to the nature of Arab society at the

time, a scociety whose poets had scant interest in the role and
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poesition of woman, whether as a mother or as a2 wife . What they
cared for was shear physical beauty which was celebrated in many
ailove poem . ( Qasidat Ghazal) . This was further aggrevated by

the general recession of the status of women in this age,. a fact
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that was revealed in pertrayals of marital bonds.

The father - Son relationship was depicted as stromng and
profound . Father showed tﬁeir intimate love towsrd their sons,
where as the latter were less profound. This appeared in the
quality of poetry devoted to the father -Son affilliation - some
presented positive portraits while aphars quite negative omes.
Most frequently, relations between brothers were revealed in a
favourable light, showing intimate associations berween them
@specially in alegies or eulogies . Be that as it may , portaits
of weak ties between brothers Were mnot totally absent in the
poetry of this age. Perhaps what promoted these rather poor
relations between brothers was self - seeking competition over
gains and material acquistions such as money and worldly prestige.

Politics played a - no~ inconsiderable role in contaminating and

Tordan - Cantar af Theae DNeannelt

corrupting brotherly relations te the extent of fratricide
section dealin with artistie issues

. In the
» the poetry devotédrto depicting P
family ties is divided into two categories : one that tends to be
simple in form, almest folkloric, and one well-struetured and
intricately woven . AS the elegy was the dominat from,I have
studied three models, comparing and contrasting of wvarious
components, I goncluded thﬁt the poems approxXimately followed as
well as the matically but there was distinct gifference . between
subjective and emfmporaneous poems. The former were more truthful
pofound and spontaneocus in conveying the emotions; where as the
latter were more artificial and less truthful. Perhaps this is due
tothe na‘usﬁslhe poets involvement or distance from the event in
ither case. Tn personal or subiective poems,

the poet id directly

involved in and stimulated by the event . 1In eXtremporaneous

(oer ocecasional ) poems, the poet seems to be only a distant

syupathi er or even sheer opportunistic manipulating the circumstances
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for his own material advantage. There is certainly tremendoas
diffarence between the two .

In occasional poems, that is the poet
merely records external shows of emortions which he pretends to have
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without ever really experiencing or feeling these emot@ons .

The research necessiated that I examine the ages previocus
to one under dispussiob.. Thus in the introduction, I reffered to

some portraits of familial love which appeared monrning the death
¢f a brother or some dther member of the family . But I also

dealt with portaibs of deteriorating family relations apparent
in polygamy hatred of daughters,, :digowning bastard sons, ete in
Pre-islamic poetry.

Then I showed how ‘the avent of islam had changed and
obliterated much of those Pr-Islamic attitudes and norms

Islam had restored women , daughters or mothers or wives to a
higher status in secciety,

Father , son and husband were well - advised to take good
care of women . Islam also reeorganised family relations, basing -

them on compassion , Co~ operation, love and happiness for all.

I hope that T have exhausted the manifold aspects of this

research beccause this was my objective and intention from the
moment 1 started working in it
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