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Al-Mutanabbi’s Critical Backgroud

Mohammad Al-Hadlag
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabid

Abstract. The huge bulk of publications pertaining to various aspects of al-Mutanahbi’s poetical genius
and biography ignore, to the best of one’s knowledge, his critical skills as manifested in his defence of
his poetry in the face of his critics, his pronouncements on some literary issues and his evaluations of a
aumber of very competent poets. This paper seeks to remedy this state of affairs and to attribute to al-
Mutanabbi whatever critical insights are his due. It has been found that al-Mutanabbi commanded an
impressive critical background, a complete familiarity with the verse of preceding poets, and a breathtak-
ing ability to quote those verses in support of his arguments in debates.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

