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Nostalgia and Expatriation in the Arab Poetry

Nostalgia is one of the basic instincts found both in man and animal.
This phenomenon is seen in camels' nostalgia for their homelands and the place
they live in. This can be seen also in birds' nostalgia when taken away from
their nests, and whatever this period was. Birds go back to their nests and
camels return to their homeland fraveling for hundreds of miles or even
thousands of miles just for finding their souls in their homelands. This can be
said to 2l other animals such as dogs and cats. Dogs even have more nostalgia
and more loyal than other animals. If this is the case for animals, what can be
said for human beings? Human beings have greater nostalgia for their
homelands even if they suffered in it. Human beings feel nostalgia for their
homeland even if they were living in hunger, misery and tyranny in it. The most
obvious evidence for this is expressed by the immigrants to the New World,
who made a fortune in this New World; nonetheless felt that they were lacking
something: this was their nostalgia to their homelands. They became rich,
powerful and reached high classes in the New World, but feeling nostalgia to
their homelands and feel sorry if their homelands suffered from aggression,
injustice tyranny and catastrophes. Homeland has captured the mind and soul of
those who lived away from their homeland. Arabic authors have written a lot
about this issue,

Nostalgia is a human phenomenon, not restricted to any particular
people or nation. Nostalgia is found in the soul of every human being. But one
can say that this phenomenon is more obvious among Arabs as the Arabic
poetry has recorded this phenomenon from the early stages of the Arabic
history. Arabic poetry from Al- Jahilia( dark ages in the Arabic history) until
our time has focused on this important issue with a little difference between the
urban areas and the Bedouin areas. This study addressed nostalgia and
expaftriation in the Islamic and Arabic culture since Al- Jahilia until our times.

In this book, the study focused on some issues while studying the most
important phenomenon related to these issues, represented by the following:

Studying nostalgia and expatriation, and the ancients' opinions about
this issue while focusing mainly on word and meaning. We also tried to identify
the most important books addressing nostalgia and expatriation, identify
concept of expatriation and alienation and the features of both these concepts
during the different eras (from Al-Jahilia until the modern ages). We studied
nostalgia as a general term and the causes that make persons leave their
homeland in each period, then clarifying the sufferings caused by the nostalgia
. and how poets described this phenomenon, especially pauper poets who
suffered several kinds of alienation such as: color, belonging and the refusal of
the society at that time for thieves and bandits. Some poets have expressed their
deep nostalgia when they were dying and when realizing that the moment of
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death has approached whether the poet was dying between his own people or
whether he was dying away from his homeland, or dying while traveling or in
the war. Lineation suffering was obvious among the soldiers who were fighting
in the Islamic armies away from their homelands. These soldiers spent months
or even years away from their homeland and some of them were not able to
return to their homeland for several reasons. A woman who marry a man out of
her own tribe also suffered nostalgia or her husband leave her alone for several
months. Some women felt nostalgia because they changed their way of living
when marrying a man out of their tribe: changing way of life from Bedouin to
city life. Some of these women have even mourned for leaving their tribes and
for having to live in other tribe.

The study also addressed the case of some of the immigrants who had
to leave their homeland for one reason or another, who started to feel nostalgia
for their homelands and who started complaining from the hardships of
expatriation. They expressed their feelings by writing poetry and some of the

~most known proverbs and wisdoms addressing this issue on walls and buildings

in the expatriation countries. This was some kind of relief for them as it was a
kind of expressing of what the immigrant feels of nostalgia and hardships in the
expatriation countries. '

Returning to the nature and the life, there are some kinds of simulations
for expatriation and nostalgia. These simulations motivate the poets create in
them the need for expressing their feelings using poetry. For example, tears
dropping from one's eye, wind blowing from the homeland or from the side in
which the homeland is located simulates the person to express his feelings of
expatriation and nostalgia. Lightning in the sky which comes from the side in
which the homeland is located is another kind of simulation. Stars that the
person watches in the sky are also a simulation for that person to start thinking
of his own homeland. These stars remind him of his people and beloved ones in
his homeland. When he contemplates in the stars and his eyes meet the eyes of -
his beloved, which motivates in turn the person to think of his beloved ones.
Pigeons are another kind of simulation for nostalgia. Pigeons' cooing makes the
person feel tired reminding him of his hardships and suffering in the
expatriation countries. The person feels that these pigeons share him his
hardships and sufferings.

Camels feel nostalgia for their homelands like human beings. They tum
their heads towards their homelands, thus making its owner feel expatriation
and nostalgia himself. Palm trees were always linked with to expatriation and
nostalgia. They were always a symbol for expatriation and nostalgia and they
motivate feelings of expatriation and nostalgia in the person. In some countries,
where palm trees are very rare, and in these countries there were some famous
palm trees who witnessed some of the most famous poetry said in expatriation
and nostalgia in  Arab history. For example, Murran, Karman and Al- Rassafah
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palm trees in Al Andalusia were an eye witness of Abdel Rahman Al- Dakhel
who said one of the most beautiful poetry in expatriation and nostalgia. Caliphs
and poets have made songs and poems about Hilwan tow palm trees.

Location was an important element in the poems written by different
poets. Najd, for example, was one of the most distinguished locations in the
hearts and souls of Arabs. They said and wrote poems about the land, nature and
beautiful women. They expressed their nostalgia and longing towards these
homelands. Many poems have mentioned Najd and Al- Hijaz in the different
time periods. We have mentioned and listed such poets as they represent an
important aspect of nostalgia and longing in the Arab poetry.

The study concluded with mentionir.g the most important poems said in
expatriation and nostalgia about Iraq, land of richness luxury and civilization.
Poets in different time periods, and even {-om the Abbasids era, have expressed
their nostalgia. In the time being, poems have expressed their expatriation and
nostalgia to Iraq. These poets have addressed the beauty and civilization of
Baghdad. They wrote several poems talking about luxury and richness in this
great city.

Professor Yahia Al Jubou ri
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