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Quotation in the Ancient Arabic Criticism to the End of the Seventh
Century of the Hegira
- A Descriptive Study —



Alaa' Mahdi Abdul-Jawad

Summary
Studying quotation in the ancient Arabic criticism is considered as one

of the most significant studies for the obvious effect of quotation in
framing the critical efforts of our old critics, and directing researches- in
the literary criticism field- positively because the value of the critics'
opinions is stemming from using quotation as tool to confirm and
convince the receiver.

The researcher followed the descriptive and the analytic syllabus in
inducting the critical opinions and their quotations, and discussing them
objectively, basing on analyzing the text under quotation , to arrive at the
accuracy of those opinions without overstepping their roots in the old
Arabic criticism, because they have already been studied in the works of
literary criticism history.

The study is concerned with the beginning of the old Arabic criticism
in the Pre-Islamic era till the end of the seventh century of the Hegira,
where the specialized critical studies were already completed at the hands
of Hazim al-Qirtaji .

The study makes benefit of many resources which were distributed in
many sciences like linguistics, grammar, interpretation, literature,
rhetoric, and making use of the critical opinions that are mentioned
indirectly within them, to know the effect of quotation in confirming the
artistic bases which were already dealt with in those books.

The study deals with the concept of quotation in the ancient Areabic
criticism, its resources and conditions, in addition to the functions for
which quotation is brought.

In the preface, the researcher studies the meaning of quotation
linguistically and technically, the importance of quotation in the ancient
Arabic criticism , in addition to the conditions set by grammarians and
the attiude of writers and critics towards them.

Chapter one studies sources of quotation in the ancient Arabic
criticism that is the Holy Quran, the prophetic traditions, Arabic poetry,
narrations, and proverbs. The importance of those resources were
illustrated , in addition to studying the applications of the critics in
different critical cases and how they made use of these resources.

Chapter two studies the conditions must be satisfied in the quotation as
were set by ancient critics so that quotation process would satisfy the
critic's aim which is convincing receiver.

Conditions of narration were dealt with as basis for quotation and
how critics chose a group of criteria to document narration, of them is
prosody, context, utterances and meanings, grammar and others.



Chapter three studies functions for which quotation is brought. The
researcher focused on the functions of quotation in showing the states of
utterance and meaning, and showing thefts. Besides considering quotation
as field to apply critical standard through mistakes of poets, comparisons,
exaggeration and hyperbole.

The study was concluded with the following results:

1-

6-

poetic quotation was the most prominent in number in different
critical literary studies. The scholar invested it in several cases, as
being historical record that described historical events and
maintained proverbs and their stories, and identified some places
and positions, besides using it in interpreting the ambiguous
utterances of the Holy Quran.

The use of the Holy Quran as quotation in the literary critical and
rhetorical studies has the effect of confirming the critics' opinions.
They were correcting poetry by resorting to the style of the Holy
Quran and its method.

Scholars were adherent to document the poetry narration as being
most usable resource in the critical issues. they also depended on
many criteria for documentation like prosody, rules of grammar,
style, context, and utterances and meanings in order to know the
form of these texts just as they were said by their authors.

The critics made use of quotation to show states of utterance and
meaning, the poetic lines concerning this affair were repeated, but
each critic mention it and give his opinion about it according to his
taste and culture, thereby, repetition phenomenon appears clear

The critics made use of quotation in showing theft. It is obvious
that poetic lines in which theft occurred were about one poetic line,
and this asserts that all ancient criticism is dependent on the unity
of single line, and not unity of poem.

Quotation affected critics souls to the extent that they considered it
a field to apply their critical criteria through investing it to explain
poets' mistakes, comparisons, exaggeration, and hyperbole.
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