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K. Petracek, “Quellen und Angang der arabischen Literatur.” Archiv Qrientalini, 36 (1968). (0
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K. Petracek, “Die Vorbereitungsperiode der arabischen Literatur,” Orientalia Pragensia IIT - (1)

Acta Universitatis Carolinae Philologica (1964), pp. 12-13.
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The Beginnings of Arabic Poetry

Fadl Ammar Al-Ammary
Assistant Professor, Departiment of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The answer to the question: when did Arabic poetry begin? has been debated for a long time.
Varied suggestions have been put forward. The traditionally accepted view maintains that Arabic poetry
is new, that it precedes Islam by only 150 — 200 years, and that al-Muhalhil is probably the founder of the
long poem, gasida (mutawwala).

Some modern views do accept the traditional point of view. But others maintain that pre-Islamic
Arabic poetry goes back to sayl-af Arm (the breaking-down of the Yemeni dam), a little earlier than the
traditional view. Another modern view suggests that Arabic poetry started simultancously with Hebrew
poetry, about 300 or 1000 B.C.; it identifies this early stage as the ’stage of qigca‘.

The present article is an attempt to identify the beginnings of Arabic poetry. The argument in this
article is instigated by Ibn Sallam’s view that there were occasional verses prior to al-Muhalhil. The exis-
tence of such verses sugpests not only an earlier date for al-Muhalhil, i.¢. 300, but also a much earlier date
for the occasional verses. A thorough examination of pre-Islamic poetry concludes that Arabic poetry
began as early as Semitic poetry. The present article also concludes that the reliably documented Arabic
poetry prior to al-Muhalhil can be accepted to a certain extent as an expression of the collective conscious,
whereas undocumented poetry should be rejected.




