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The Abstract Past Tense and the Question of ‘‘Fath’’ Form

Fawzi Hasan Al-Shayeb

Assistant Professor, Depariment of Arabic,
Faculty of Arts & Humanities and Social Sciences,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, fordan

Abstract, This paper deals with the “front open unrounded vowel [a]" at the end of the past tense in
Arabic. This morphophonemic phenomenon has been treated in traditional works of grammar as unin-
flectional case and has been catled bina’ *alul fark “uninflectional construction ending with [a]”. This im-
plies that the original case of the past tense is to have this ending vowel, and in terms of traditionai analysis,
it would be a part of the past tense construction.

This paper has ended up with the fact that past tense in Arabic could not be unaugmented when
ending with a vowel, When it ends with a vowel, it would not be a mujarrad, i.e. "unaugmented.” Accord-
ingly, [a] at the end of the past tense construction is but a suffix pronoun. When this suffix is omitted, past
tense could be claimed to be & mujarrad. This means that the ending vowel [a] is not a part of the past tense
construction.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

