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Reflexivity (al-mutawa ca): Its Meaning and Forms

Saleh S. Al-Wohaibi
Associate Professor, Arabic Department, College of Arts,
King Saud Universiry, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Arab grammarians since Sibawayhi (d. A.H. 180) were interested in deriving different mean-
ings conveyed by verb forms. “Reflexivity” (al-mutdwa ‘a) was one of these meanings explored. This
paper deals with this concept as it has been introduced in Arabic references of grammer and morphelogy.
It looks into its meaning and dwells on verb forms attached to it, with examples and a discussion of various
aspects related to the topic.
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