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ABSTRACT

Teachers and students find difficulties in
teaching and learning Arabic grammar, They complain
that learning Arabic grammar in its present form does
not fulfil its essential aim, which is to train students
to speek, read, and write correctly and speedily. This
complaint has stimulated grammarians to look for caunses
of difficulties and devise plans to simplify both the
grammar and the methodology of teaching 1t in order to

facilitate the process of learning.

These difficulties may have three sources: the
grammar itself,the grammar books and the traditional
methods of teaching, However, the main difficulty comes

from the grammar itself which does not differentiate

between the main concepts and their subsidiaries or
between the simple and the complex, The writer therefore
undertook to analyze the concepts of Arabic grammar,
according to certain criteria, into five categories:
basic concepts, subsidiary concepts A., subsidiary
concepts B,, grammatical theories and permissible usages
and finally, exceptions. Two source books were used for
analyzing these concepts: "Alfiyyat Ibn Malik" and

"Tbn Hishim'a“,‘hwgah Al-Masalik 'Tla Alfiyyat Ibn Malik"
because they are among the most comprehensive and most

dependable books on Arabic grammar,
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This thesis consists of two parts. The first

part introduces Tbn Malik and Ibn Hisham, 1llustrates

the reasons of difficulty in Arabic grammar, and analyzes

the grammatical concepts and their educational application,

The second part includes the (1944) different concepts

derived from " 'Awdah Al-Masalik" V. 1-3,

Chepter I introduces IIbn Mallk and Ibn Hisham:
their lives, culture, works and grammatical approaches

with some examples.

Chapter II deals with the reasons for the
difficulty of Arabic grammar such as the dialects,
schools of grammar, Quranic readings, causality, foreign
impact and some political factors in the last four
centuries, Another source of difficulty is grammar

books which are so philosophical and detailed that

students cannot understand them easlly. Further, teachers
added more complexity by emphasizing sentence parsing
and memorization of grammatical rules. Finally, this
chepter deals with the recent and old atterpts of grammar

raeform,

Chepter ITI deals with the nature of grarmatical
concepts. The basic concepts are those that are more
general and logicelly fundamental to other more detalled
and partial concepts., The subsidiary concepts, A. are
second to the basic concepts in importance giving the
significent and more frequently detailed grammatical
rules., The subsidiary concepts, B. are those that give

more minute details about grammatical rules and are
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normelly less frequently in use. The theories and
permissible concepts are those about which grammarians
and schools of grammar differ for a variety of reasons.
The exceptional and the rare concepts are those that
transgress against the general rules or are used
infrequently. In addition this chapter deals with the
number of these concepts in each volume and the
selectional criteria of each, which are partly subjective
owing to the lack of seientific modern linguistic

gtudies in Arabic language and grammar,

After mentioning the general and the particular
objectives of teaching the Arabic language end its grammar,
the writer proposes a grammar syllabus for the different

stages of education.
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