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ABSTRACT

THE DESCRIPTIVE METHOD
IN SIBAWAIH'S KITAB

Sibawaih's Kitab contains the bases of Arabic Language, despite

the fact that it could be considered a language encyclopedia. Sibawaih
tried to link language to reality.

The Thesis consists of an Introduction, four chapters, and a
conclusion.

The Introduction deals with the descriptive and prescriptive
studies of language. It shows that descriptive linguistics is an objective
method for language study, and I arrive at the conclusion that Arabic
language study was basically descriptive.

Chapter One deals with the bases of descriptive linguistics, such as
auditor, analogy. written language, spoken language, objectivity. These
bases were followed Arab linguists. -

Chapter Two deals with the phonological approach in Sibawaih's
ability to discover the phonological bases of language, such as
assimilation, disassimilation, inflection, etc. These are the same rules
which the modern descriptive approach follows.

Chapter Three deals with morphology, and it shows Sibwaih's in
discovering the morhological rules in Arabic such as suffixes, prefixes,
affixes and inflection.

Chapter Four deals with grammatical rules in Kitab, such as
relational rules, commutation rules, and transformational rules.

The conclusion states that the methodological bases which were
relied upon by Sibawaih (phonological, morphological, grammatical)
are also relied upon in modern Language studies.

NAWZAD HASSAN AHMED
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