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Maniyya and Umniyah:
The Concept of Death in Jahiliyyah Poetry

Fadl Ammar Al-Ammary
Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Aris,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Many scholars have endeavoured to pive the idea of life and death in Jahitiyyah poetry some
sort of form and definition. The basic components of early poetic belief can be found in the wealth of liter-
ary materials left by the ancient poets, Much of it is found in the fables, myths and stories of that period.

Within these are found the dual motifs of the wild ass' and the ‘wild ox,” both of which have been the
focus of many previous studies. These studies concentrated upon anthropological implications of the soci-
ety through interpretation of ritual such as dirges and burial practices. Unfortunately, most studies tend
to be repetitive and limited to cataloging or other thematic formulizations.

While this study does not ignore the positive aspects of previous studies, it does scek to further investi-
gate the literature of the Jahilivyah period through the study of language itself. It investigates the deriva-
tions of death and hope and their association with the ‘wild ass’ and ‘wild ox’ motifs. The result is to reveal
the link between hope as motivation and death as cessation as well as highlight the resultative view of man
as either killer or victim.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

