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Water in the Poetry of Tamim Ibn Ubay Ibn Mugbil
An Interpretive Reading

Leila Al-Umari*

ABSTRACT

The study deals with the role of water in the three crises of Ubay Ibn Mugbil, namely: his distance from
Jahili (pre-Islamic) life, and his separation from Dahma™ his beloved wife, and his old age. He uses the
theme of water to alleviate his grief, and it helps him to nostalgically resort to the past through his
memories- and after his conversion to Islam. The researcher pursues an interpretative method which
interprets water in the poetry verses through its indication of life, vitality and energy- an interpretation that
helped the researcher to apprehend the purpose intended by the poet from including the element of water in
his poems. He connected this element to the mentioned indication in an implicit manner.

The researcher adopts in his study of this role- and upon it she based the sections of her study- the view of
the poet in dealing with his crises- in a manner that led him in some of his poems to simple solutions which
included the previous indications, and in other respects led him to philosophical solutions which reveal the
awareness of the poet of the extent of his issues and problems, and the manner in which he dealt with them,
alongside his understanding of life in a way that encompasses both himself and others.

The poet utilizes in his discussion of water rhetorical tools such as metonymy and comparison, and thematic
elements in the verses- which help him to attain his desired aim- insofar as referring to water in his poems to
convey his crises, alongside his striving to solve them in a moral way.

Keywords: Water, Ibn Mugbil, Tamim, Dahma, life, vitality, energy, Jahili (pre-Islamic).

* Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Sciences and Arts, Hashemite University, Zarga, Jordan. Received on
27/4/2004 and Accepted for Publication on 21/7/2004.
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