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Grammar and Grammarians in Ibn al-Athir’s Book
al-Mathal al-Sa’ir

Ahmad S. Yakout
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic,
College of Arts, Kuwait University, Kuwait

Abstract. This research deals with the opinion of Ibn al-Athir about grammar and grammarians in his
book al-Mathal al-S@’ir fi Adab al-Katib wa’l-Sha’ir (Common Speech in the Literature of Poet and Writ-
er).

Ibn al-Athir refrained from giving any advantages to the grammarians in his books. He misunderstood
grammar as a means of supplying the writer with a right style and at the same time as a mean of leading
the writer to express his thoughts in an effective way. He makes a mistake when he seperates the beauty
of language from its correctness.

He makes little account of grammarians in many places of his book although they had mentioned more
than he did about the relation between grammer and meaning.

Whatever the case may be Ibn al-Athir has some right perceptions regarding grammar elsewhere.



