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® The patriarch of the Orthodox in Damascus has established
two newspapers, one of which is edited by S.D. himself, an
unscrupulous agitator, a scoundrel, to support--what do you
think? The cause of the Arabs and to demand that the king
of Hijaz e the ruler of Syria. And Why? because the Ma-
ronites want France. such is the situation, I think, same-
times that you are right in attaching yourself whole- heart-
edly to this great country."
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. A month ago to-day I returned from Baghdad, after two months
there of what the french authorities might have thought would be
an exile, The fact is that I had overworked myself during the few
previous months, getting ready my book on King Faisal, and I need-
ed - I deserved - a vacation. I got it, thanks to these sapient
and far - sighted gentlemens I should thank them too for samething
more impértant =- impersonal-- national, if you please. TYes, I
should thank them for giving my words against them official wings,--
of spreading broadcast, by their official act, my attack upon them.
For had it not been for this extraordinary measure of theirs, my
speech would have been forgotten soon after it was heard."
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® There are three hundred thousand Syrians in this country,

many of whaom are American citizens, eager to show their
gratitude as beneficiaries of the democratic institutions
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of this great republice I am but one of them, and I was in spain
last April, I offered my services to my adopted country through

the presidente."
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" I speak as an Ameriéan citizen who is loyal to his country and proud
of her heritage and power and who is desirous of seeing her help to

win the war with the least possible loss and sacrifice, not of money,

but of men®..
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®  In organizing these societies I did so as a Syrian, although I am
an American citizen - an American patriot = with America's interests,
now that we are at war, uppermost in my minde But I acted as a
Syrian among Syrians principally because I would not have accomplished
much or anything if I acted as an American in a country that is official-

ly and nationally pro-German®..
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® Now I would not trouble the Department about my own case, if T did
not think that there is more work for me to do in Mexico. To go
back to the pro-Ally Societies whose benefit to the Allied cause

and particularly to us, I wish to emphasize..."
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" They are very important factors, therefore, in trade and can
become also effective channels of propaganda.”
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® yhile we apparently have nothing to do with these pro-Ally Socie-
ties, their benefits to us~ and these I had in mind when I organized
them -- are manifold. They are, or can be made to be, most reliable
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® sources of information for the proper enforcement of our Trading
with the Enemy Act as well as important factors for the pramot.ing

of American trade and American propaganda in Mexico®.
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® And Our Consuls in Mexico City and Yucatan have commended my work
in reporting it to the Department and wished it were continued in

the north and along the border. -~
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" T am absolutely convinced that these societles can be of great
sepvice to us in many ways, especially as reliable source of in-

(1)
formation to the Military authorities and the War Trade Board.."
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" Tt can safely be said that although the majority of Syrians in this
country are in favor of France, most of them would prefer to see
America as Trustee and would openly declare for it, if they were
assured that America would be willing to undertake such a task, or

if they were encouraged in a way, official or semi-official, to take
such a stand."
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" oo And it is not unlikely that America might be named as the Man-
datory Power to Syria ... And it is probable that America will

accept the charge.."
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® The wise Syrian to-day will sit tight and wait .. It makes little
difference, in my opinion, whether France or America or England is

named ... We owe much historically to France; we owe much to Ame-

rica; =--- and we are also indebted to England.."
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®, Let them agree among themselves as to who of them shall have
the supervision over Syria, and we should be satisfied and
thankful..®
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" I am now planning a trip to Arabia, not for "recreation" or as a
"tourist", but on a business of high importance. The enclosed list
of questions, which are of vital interest to the whole world to-day
and which I shall not answer until I have gone over the ground
thoroughly, will give you an idea of what I propose to do.."
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® T have many friends among the Arabs ; and one of them, who is
an Official of the Govermment of Hadjaz , is going to accampany
me through the Peninsula. I shall probably get at sources of
information, without running any danger, that are hardly access=-

ible to a European or an American writer®,
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® Now, I write you about this matter for two reasons: First our
Govermment is no doubt interested in the develomment of conditions
in the Near Bast, particularly in Mesopotamia and Arabia; and I

shall be pleased to furnish it, from no other than a purely patriotic

m 1n, a report on thc nbjoct'..
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" If our Government's interest goes even beyond this, and there are
other questions which you or whoever is in charge of Near East
Department would add to the list, I shall thank you for so doinge
I will come to Washington for the purpose, if it is preferred."
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® Tt's two years since I had the pleasure of seeing you and Mr. Dwight

at your office, and I have been since then on the goe The trip was

a great success, and it's not yet finished"ee
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" The Hasa Concession is now the talk of London financial eircles,
and the State Department has written to the Consul General in
Beirut asking him about it. He showed me the letter, and 1 gave
him the information they wanted « I had pramised the State Depart-
ment, when I applied for my passport, a report on Arabia, and I
suppose have to make good my promise. They asked the Consul at

Beirut about me, It's going to take a week's work, and Ifm so

busy. "
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® T wrote in my last letter that I have a report to make to the

gtate Department, I haven't had time to start work em it, but
T shall do so next month, and in sending it, I shall memtion you

and your case to the secretary" oo
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" TIn my last, dated Auge 22, I pronised to write to Washington about
your case against the Reguladora. I couldn't do so before I had
my report on Arabia ready for the Demartment, It was finished yester-
day, and the letters to the Secretary of State and the Chief of the

Near-Eastern Division are written. They go tomorrow.."
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" The enclosed report is in the way of fulfilling a promise, I hope
it will prove interesting and usefuls. Information about Iraq and
Trans-Jordania you are no doubt receiving through the Consuls at
Baghdad and Jerusalem..

I saw a skeleton map of Arabia, sent out by the Department,
at one of our Consulates somewhere, If you will send me a copy,
I shall be pleased to note on it the boundaries old and new that
are known, or that have been settled after the war and defined. And
any further information desired on the subject will be gladly furnish-
ed to the Department, if it is within my knowledge, or, if péssible,

obtained."
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®* The trip was a great success."
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® T beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Nove 28, 1923,
and to thank you for the information given therein. I have
transmitted same to my brother, and he will communicate if

necessary with the Department direct."
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" You say that the report referred to in my letter was not en-
closed therein. No; it was sent in a separate envelope through
the Consul at Beirut, and it may have gone to the Near East
Division of the Department without your having seem it. Will
you be so good as to let me know if it has been received at the

Near East Divisione"
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® Tt is a good piece of work and of benefit to the Department.
I'd hate to have it go to waste."
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®  The writer had the pleasure of meeting your Mr. Johnston about

four years ago at the Hotel Latham New York, and discussing with

him the possible use in Arabia of the Johnston Machine Gun,

I am still interested, and would like to hear from you if
the gun is on the market for sale. Please send catalogue and
price and particulars at your earliest convenience and oblige."
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" The next piece of work I have to do, ==~ is a report I pramised to
send to the Department on my peace mission in Al-Hijaz last Winter.
This will take a week, and I don't think it will reach the Near East

Bureau of the State Department before the end of September."
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® You will perhaps have left Washington by that time. Or you may
be still there., I don't know who is the head of the Near East
bureau now. But they know me, and they know too that I have done
them good service, If that means anything in your case, then uti-
lize it. It would be a good idea any how to drop in there and

introduce yourself,."
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® T have sent the Department another report on Arabia =~ and wrote
again to the Secretary of State about your claims.."
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" It just happened that my friend Mr. Knabenshue, the former Consul
General of Syria is in New York at present, and I met him this
morning and had him write a letter to Mr. Shaw, the chief of the
Near East Division, State Department ~- he dictated it in my pre=-
sence -~ asking him to use his good offices with the Department of
Agriculture in my behalf, He did not fail to mention also that I
have been of great service to the State Department during my tra-
vels in Arabia and the Near East., This is most likely to bring

the matter to a satisfactory conclusion.
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" The question of the horses will be settled satisfactory. The
Department of Agriculture received a word in my behalf fram
the Department of State."
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" The English are still hovering around him for a Treaty, and they

are trying to play the same game they played with King Hussein;
but Ibn Sa'oud is not as fatuous and obdurate as the old Sherif.

Nor is he, on the other hand, an easy prey."
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" I have spoken to Dre John Finley about it, and he was very interested...
He told me that if you recammend it, he will gladly help,"
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® There is a great task for us in all the Arab States, if we can

co-operate."
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® T was going to Baghdad in the Fall, but on account of the cholera
in Basrah, I am postponing my visit till the winter. Should any
one come from the Department about that time, and in case king
Tbn Sa'oud designates Hasa as the meeting place, I shall make my
trip to Iraq on the way either Before or after the meeting at
Hasa. And should the meeting be in Jeddah, I shall postpone my
visit to Iraq till the spring. The safest and quickest way to

reach me always, wherever I be, is c/o the Consul Gemeral, Beirut"e
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" T am going abroad again this month, and as one of your constituents,

I write to ask you to kindly reccmmend me to the Secretary of State--

the Department requires this formality = for a letter to the Diplo=

matic and Consular officers of the U.S.A.

In the way of an introduction and a recammendation to you,
1 am enclosing the letter I carried during my travels in 1923; and a
printed page from the Foreign Policy Association of this Citye. Will

you kindly return the letter to mee
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® My proposition is to came to Jerusalem in my private capacity
as a friend both to the Arabs and the British --- and see if
something can be done to bring the tragic situation out of its
impasse in such manner as to preserve the prestige of the British
Government, as well as to satisfy the Arabsithat their rights and
interests will, in the event of a cessation of hostilities, be
safeguarded. The apparent purpose of my visit will be that of a
traveller and scholar, who has written several books on Arabia, and

who is interested in getting a close-up of the situation in Pales-
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®» But his fellow Americans should be grateful to him for his well-
meaning intervention. Had it not been for the fact that he backed
the wrong man, and persuaded an Arab King to do likewise, the richest
oil fields in the world would today be in British rather than Ameri-
can hands."
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» ., he represented a London syndicate and he was looking for an
0il concession which he and his associates intended to prepare .

for exploitatien, and then sell off to the highest bidders pre-

ferably the Americans®.
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" The other surprise I got last week was word from Baghdad and from
Kuwait that a certain concession for 0il in the province of Hasa,
Najid, had been granted by the Sultan Abdul Aziz to an English
Company. The enclosed copies of letters in my possession, with my

Bankers in London now, in fact, will tell the rest of the story..."
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® You were dreaming about oil in Mosul -~ that's another question. No
one in Iraq, today, neither King Faisal nor the British Govermnment
can give oil concessions to any one. How little of the truth about
the situation, and how much falsBhood and yellow journalism is given

out to the world."
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® But Ibn Sa'oud, that is the Sultan Abdul 'Aziz, my best friemd
in all Arabia, is an independent monarch, and can do as he dam pleases

in his own land and with it."
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® The Hasa Concession is now the talk of London financial circles,
and the State Department has written to the Consul General in
Beirut about it. He showed me the letter and I gave him the in-

formation they wanted."
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® T have written about the oil concession in Hasa and still expect a
word from you about samething I asked concerning its Major Holmes

of the General and Bastern Syndicate is expected in Freike in a

fortnight from today.®
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® This will introduce to you my brother Mr. Albert Rihani who is
going through Baghdad and Basrah to Bahrein, to join there Major
Frank Holmes of the Eastern General Syndicate Ltd. of London."
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® Read the enclosed copies of letters written today and you will
get the while story of my visit %o Jeddah and my conferences with
His Majestye And after reading, them, go to see Mr. Froelick ,
give him my salaams, and get his advice, You may show him the
letterss If Borsworth does not do anything with Harris, then, Fe may
suggest another banking houses Tt must be a banking house to under=
take miscellanous financial operations and not a national bank, which

confines its business to loans."
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® If Joe is still in New York, he will be of great help tooe Here

is a chance for you, for him also = if he has lost his casess"
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" The automobhile business has been overdone in Hijaz. It is
consuming, too much 6éf the country's hard cash, and they have
1ittle or nothing to show for ite If the oil fields in the north
are developpd, the country will then have its own supply of eoil,
and that will be a great help, Not until then, however, is the
automobile business likey to pick upe.®
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" The King is anxious to have a bank established in Jeddah to finance
the various econamic schemes, and there is ample security for this
in the annual revenue of the Hajj. And this bank will need a sec-
retary who knows Arabic and English, and there you are, You might

get your job in a bank yet, even if it be in the Hijaz."
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® If Joe is gone back to Merida, send him this letter together with

the copies enclosed and ask him to retuwrn them to you with his
advice. I can not offer fram this distance any advice in detail.

Be alert, think out everything you want to do before you do it,
and let our friend Froelick be the first guiding light. And keep

in touch with Borsworth."
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® Two years of schooling, at your age and under the present circumstan=
ces, is out of the question. The scholarship, too, which you think

can be obtained from Mecca, is out of the gquestion."
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® T am doing all I can to open doors of opportunity for you--- Many

financial . concr. English, Egyptian, Dutch, etc., would be very

glad to get from the King the concession, which he is willing to

give to an American Banking house. There is plenty of business,

purely banking, to be done in HijaZees I am enclosing a letter
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® to Mr. Froelicke See him again, and make up your mind to get in on
the bottom floor, ( joe will explain to you this term) should anything
materializee You should be with the delegation =- financial or eco=

nomic =- the first delegation that may come over.*
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" Acting upon your suggestion - obeying your call = I have sent
out an appeal to King Faisal, King Xbd ul=Aziz ===, about an
Arab exhibit of some real worth at the expositioncees

0f course, you wirill need a man to take charge during the
exposition periode In the event of everything going through, when
you reach this point of appointing a manm, I can think of no one
better than my brother Albert Rihani, who is now at International
House ( 500 Riverside Drive) New York -- and without a jobe I
haven't suggested his name to the King lest he might think that I
was especially interesteds Albert has travelled in Arabia, is an
Arab patriot, and would adequately represent the Arabs and take
charge of their exhibitse.."
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w ,. We think that you will have the advantage over others
by making the offer to include overland transportation to
Beyrouth. In that case you will have to make a trip to
Mosul and the surrounding country, where the Assyrians live

now o The way for you will be facilitateds
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1~ Rihani, Ameen, The Quatrains Of Lbn]..-:m's.naubleday, Page and Do,
2= " L) The Book of Khalide. The Rihani House, Beirut, 1973,
3= ® ® The Imzumiyat of AbuliAlal James.T.white and Co,

“N.Y, 1918,
b ™ ® The Path Of Vision, The Rihani House, Beirut, 1970,
5= W » A Chant of Mysticss The Rihani House, Beirut, 1970,
bm M » Ibn Saoud Of Arabia, Cénstable and Co. LTD, London.
J= " * Around The Coasts Of lréﬁf.(}onatable and Cos LTD, London.
Bw ™ . Arabian Peak and D.lert;‘:—zgﬁo;mtablo and Co, LTD, London.

.

P 8 " The Fate of Palestines The Rihani House, Beirut, 1967 .
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