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Amjad Trabulsi, La critique poetique des arabes
jusqu’au Ve siécle de I’'Hegire (Xle siécle de J.C.)
(Damascus, 1956), p.65.

“The Origins of Arabic Poetry,” Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, n.v. (1925), pp. 417-449.

An example by Zuhair in R. Blachére, Histoire de la
littérature arabe des origines a la fin du XVe siecle de
J.C. (Paris, 1952), I, p. 176.

Op. cit., p. 443.

A. J. Arberry, The Seven Odes: The First Chapter in
Arabic Literature (London, 1957), pp. 228-254.
Ibid; Margoliouth, op. cit.

Blachére, op. cit., pp. 184-186.

Milman Parry, L’Epitbéte traditionnelle dans Homeére
(Paris, 1928); Les formules et la métrique d’Homere
(Paris, 1928); “Studies in the Epic Technique of Oral
Verse-Making I: Homer and the Homeric Style™
Harvard Studies in Classical Philology, XLI (1930),
pp. 74-147; “Studies in the Epic Technique of Oral
Verse-Making II: The Homeric Language as the
Language of an Oral Poetry,” HSCP. XLIII (1932),
1-50; The Making of Homeric Verse: The Collected
Papers of Milman Parry, ed. Adam Parry (Oxford,
1971).

See especially, A.B. Lord, The Singer of Tales
(Cambridge, Mass., 1964).
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15 -

Parry “Studies I,” p. 80; Lord, op. cit., p. 30.

16 - Jan Vansina, De la tradition orale: Essai de méthode

17 -

historique, Musée Royal de I'Afrique Centrale: An-
nales, Série in 8°, Sciences Humaines, XXXVI (Ter-

vuren, 1961), pp. 43-44.

Anglo-Saxon: Donald K. Fry (ed.), The Beowulf
Poet: A Collection of Critical Essays (Englewood
Cliffs, N. J., 1968); Francis P. Magoun Jr., “The
Oral-Formulaic Character of Anglo-Saxon Narrative
Poetry,” Speculum, XXVIII (1953), pp. 446-467.

English: James H. Jones, “Commonplace and Memo-
rization in the Oral Tradition of the English and
Scottish Popular Ballads,” Journal of American Fol-

klore, LXXIV (1961), pp. 91-113.

French: Joseph Duggan, “Formulas in the Couronne-
ment de Louis,” Romania, LXXXVII (1966), pp.
315-344; A Concordance of the Chanson De Roland
(Columbus, 1969); Tatiana Fotitch, “The Chanson de
Geste in the Light of Recent Investigation of Balkan
Epic Poetry,” Linguistic and Literary in Honor of
Helmut A. Hatzfeld ed. Alessandro S. Grisafulli
(Washington D.C., 1964), pp. 149-162; Eugene
Vance, “Notes on the Development of Formulaic
Language in Romanesque Poetry,” Mclanges offerts
Rene Crozet, ed. Pierre Gallais and Yves-Jean Ride
(Poitiers, 1966), I, 427-434.

Gaelic James Ross, “Formulaic Composition in Gae-
lic Oral Literature,” Modern Philology, LVII (1959),
pp. 1-12.

Greek: W.E. McLeod, “Oral Bards at Delphi,”
Transactions of the American Philological Associa-
tion, XCII (1961), pp. 317-325; Michael N. Nagler,
“Towards a Generative View of the Oral Formula,”
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TAPA, XCVIII (1967), 269-311; James A. Notopou-
los, ““The Homeric Hymns as Oral Poetry,” American
Journal of Philology, LXXXIII (1962). 334-368; Jo-
seph A. Russo, “A Closer Look at Hmeric Formu-
las,” TAPA. XCIV (1963), pp. 235-247; “The Struc-
tural Formula in Homeric Verse,” Yale Classical
Studies, XXs Homeric Studies, ed. G.S. Kirk and
Adam Parry (New Haven and London, 1966), pp.
219-240.

Hebrew: William Whallon, “Formulaic Poetry in the
Old Testament,”” Comparative Literature, XV (1963),
pp. 1-14; <“Old Testament Poetry and Heroic Epic,”
Comperative Literature, XVIII (1966), 113-131.

Hittite: 1. McNeil, “The Meter of the Hittitie Epic,”
Journal of Anatolian Studies, XIII (1963), pp. 237-
242

Norse: Lars Lonnroth, “Hjilmar’s Death-Song and
the Delivery of Eddic Poetry, “Speculum, XLVI
(1971), 1-20.

Spanish: J.M. Aguirre, “Epica oral y épica castellana:
tradicion creadora y tradicion repetitiva,”” Roma-
nische Forschungen, LXXX (1968), pp. 13-41; Bruce
A. Beatie, “Oral-Traditional Composition in the
Spanish Romancero of the Sixteenth Century,” Jour-
nal of the Falklore Institute, I (1964), pp. 92-113;
A.D. Deyermond “The Singer of Tales and Medieval
Spanish Epic,” Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, X LII
(1965), pp- 1-8; L.P. Harvey, “The Metrical Irregula-
rity of the Cantar de Mio Cid,” BHS, XL (1963), pp.
137-143; Ian Michael, “A Comparison of the Use of
Epic Epithets in the Poema de Mio Cid and the Libro
de Alxander, ” BHS, XXXVII (1960), pp. 32-41;
Ruth H. Webber, Formulistic Diction in the Spanish
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Ballad, University of California Publication in Mo-
dern Philology, XXXIV: 2 (Berkeley and Los An-
geles), pp. 175-278.

Toda: Murray B. Emeneau, “Oral Poets of South
India: The Todas,” Journal of American Folklore,
LXXI (1958), pp. 312-324; “Style and Meaning in an
Oral Literatre,” Language, LXII (1966), pp. 323-345;
Toda Songs (Oxford, 1971).

See the Arabic tradition according to which the poet
Tarafa and his uncle Mutalammis, also a poet, are
depicted as illiterates, in R.A. Nicholson, A Literary
History of the Arabs (London, 1907), p. 108. There is,
of course, no guarantee of the story’s authenticity, but
it should be noted that the notion that a great
pre-Islamic poet was illiterate did not appearunusualto
the medieval commentators who recorded the taie.

Blachére, op. cit., pp. 118-120.

“The staff is used for beating rhythm, spears for
fighting, sticks for attack, bows for shooting.but there
is no relation between speaking and the staff, and
none between an address and a bow,” Apud Ignaz
Goldziher, “The Shucubiyya,” Muslim Studies, ed.
and trans. S.M. Stern (London, 1967), I, p. 156. Cf.
ibid., p. 159.

These rhythmic aids were used in particular by
al-Harith ibn Hilliza and Nabigha, as well as by the
Prophet. See ibid., p. 156, n. 4. Cf. Blachére. op. cit.,
vol. II, p. 357.

Lord, op. cit., pp. 126-127.

Apud Goldziher, op. cit., pp. 160-161.

R.B. Serjeant, South Arabian, Poetry: I Prose and
Poetry from Hadramawt (London, 1951), p. 3, n. 2.
Op. cit., pp. 3, 8, 13, 57; Albert Socin, Diwan aus
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Central-Arabien, Abhandlungen der philologisch-
historischen Class der Koniglich sachsischen Gesells-
chaft der Wissenschaft, XIX (Leipzig, 1901), p. 46.
Serjean, op. cit., pp. 76-85; Socin, op. cit., p. 48.
Serjeant, op. cit., p. 8.

Loc. cit.
Ibid., p. 55.
Ibid., p. 8.

Alois Musil, The Manners and Customs of the Rwala
Bedouins (New York, 1928), 283-284.

Blachere, op. cit., p. 87; Musil, op. cit., p. 284;
Serjeant, op. cit p. 57.

Blachére, op. cit., pp. 92-93.

Serjeant, op. cit., p. 76.

Ibid., pp. 12, 76; Harvey, op. cit., Lord, op. cit., pp.
126-127.

Serjeant, ibid., p. 8.

Musil, op. cit., p. 284.

Many of the (hunting poems) commence with the
phrase ‘‘akfat kalban™, Serjeant, op. cit., p. 26. Even
a cursory examination of modern Arabian oral poetry
reveals the use of many other formulas. For example,
a high proportion of odes begin with the expresion yad
rakib.

Ibid., p. 13. Cf. G.E. von Grunebaum, “Zur Chrono-
logie der fritharabischen Dichtung,’”” Orientalia, ser. 2
VIII (1939), pp. 328-345. The author attributes the
introduction of the formula tabassar khalili hal tari
min za‘a’ inin into pre-Islamic poetry to Muraqqish
the younger (b. ca. 500). (See pp. 335-336).
Musil, op. cit., p. 284; Serjeant, op. cit., pp. X, XI;
Socin, op. cit., p. 6.

Musil, op. cit., 284.

Ibid., p. 284.
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Ibid., p. 284. Cf. the anecdote according to which the
pre-Islamic poetess al-Khansa’ was unable to recite a
poem she had composed earlier, when asked to do so
by the caliph “Umar, but instead, immediately impro-
vised a new poem on the same topic, in Marcel Jousse,
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