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"The epic is a lengthy, revered narrative poem,
ordinarily concerning a serious subject containing
details of heroic deeds and events significant to a
culture or nation. A work need not be written to
qualify as an epic, although even the works of such
ﬁeat poets as Homer, Dante Alighieri, and John

ilton would be unlikely to have survived without
being written down. The first epics are known as
rimary, or original, epics. Epics that attempt to
imitate these like Virgil's The Aeneid and John
Milton's Paradise Lost are known as literary, or
secondary, epics".

Do 50t Bnansd 5snd a1 Uyl Vin g
AP TRV FO N £ b {UPS I PR PR
ol 7o oI e a5 o 33U H.JKJJ.B._», OIS
2y Y ranesd BUI by *2elode” kS
P RPN R DR DU I N B[ L W B POROR |
29y .)L.{,”Lf-’.\ Hol o 2 A0y g 0y sk
(.,m\;u: Jlyie 15 0l agom iy B3, Aol ) ) sl
Vo 03 083l S b g Jool p i )
Al g o 5 a2



1Y,
Lapd o8 odll 53 A aladd Yo 52l 3K s,
Q0 e oW lelad 5o

Epics have 6 main characteristics:

1. the hero is of imposing stature, of national or
international importance, and of great historical or
legendary significance.

2. the setting is vast, covering many nations, the
world, or the universe.

3. the action consists of deeds of great valor or
requiring superhuman courage.

4. supernatural forces-- gods, angels,
demons--interest themselves in the action.

5. a style of sustained elevation is used.

6. the poet retains a measure of objectivity.

The hero generally participates 1n a cyclical
Lourn_ey or quest, faces adversaries that try to defeat

im in his journey, and returns home significantly
transformed by his journey. The epic hero illustrates
traits, performs deeds, and exemplifies certain
morals that are valued by the society from which the
eEic originates. Many epic heroes are recurring
characters in the legends of their native culture.
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Ancient epics (to 500)

« 20th to 18th century BC:
oEpic of Gilgamesh (Mesopotamian
L 1

o Atrahasis (Mesopotamian mythology)

« 8th to 6th century BC:

o Enuma Elish (Babylonian mythology)

o Iliad, ascribed to Homer (Greek mythology)

(

o Odyssey, ascribed to Homer reek
mythology)

o Works and Days, ascribed to Hesiod (Greek
mythology)

o Jaya, ascribed to Vyasa (Hindu mythology)

o Lost Greek epics ascribed to the Cyclic poets:

« Epic Cycle including Cypria, Aethiopis, Little
Iliad, Sack of Troy Return from Troy, Telegony

» Theban Cycle including Oedipodea, Thebaid,
Epigoni (epic), Alcmeonis

« Others: Titanomachy, Heracleia, Capture of
Oechalia, Naupactia, Phocais, Minyas, Danais'

« 7th to 5th century BC:

o Bharata, ascribed to Vaisampayana (Hindu

mythology)
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« 5th to 4th century BC:

o Mahabharata, ascribed to Ugrasravas (Hindu
mythology) (5th to 1st century BC)

o Ramayana, ascribed to Valmiki (Hindu
mythology) (5th century BC to 4th century AD)

oLost Greek epics: poems by Aristeas
(Arimaspeia), Asius of Samos, Chersias of
Orchomenus

o The Book of Job

« 3rd century BC:

o Argonautica by Apollonius of Rhodes

« 2nd century BC:

o Annales by Ennius

« 1st century BC:

o Aeneid by Virgil

« Ist century AD:

5 Metamorphoses by Ovid

o Pharsalia (Bellum Civile or Civil War) by
Lucan

o Punica (Bellum Punicum or Punic War) by
Silius Italicus

o Argonautica by Gaius Valerius Flaccus

o Thebaid by Statius

 2nd century:

o Buddhacarita by AsvaghoSa (Indian epic
poetry)

o Saundaranandakavya by AsvaghoSa (Indian
epic poetry)

+ 2nd to 5th century:

o The Five Great Epics of Tamil Literature:

» Cilappatikaram by Prince Ilango Adigal

= Manimekalai by Seethalai Saathanar

« Civaka Cintamani by Tirutakakatevar

« Kundalakesi by a Buddhist poet

« Valayapati by a Jaina poet

» 3rd to 4th century:

o Posthomerica by Quintus of Smyma

« 4th century:
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o Evangeliorum libri by Juvencus

o Kumarasambhava by Kailidasa (Indian epic
poetry) N o

o Raghuvamsa by Kalidasa (Indian epic poetry)

« 5th century:

o Dionysiaca by Nonnus

Medieval Epics (500-1500)

o 8th to 10th century:

o Beowulf (retelling of Anglo-Saxon legends)

o Waldere, Old English version of the story told
in Waltharius (below), known only as a brief
fragment

o David of Sasun (Armenian language)

« 9th century:

o Bhagavata Purana (Sanskrit "Stories of the
Lord") written from earlier sources

« 10th century:

o Shahnameh (Persian mythology) (epic poem
detailing Persian letiend and history I%'om prehistoric
times to the fall of the Sassanid Empire)

o Waltharius by Ekkehard of St Gall, Latin
version of the story of Walter of Aquitaine

o The Battle of Maldon, brief Old English epic
describing a recent battle

e 11th century:

o Poetic Edda (Norse mythology) (collection of
poems of Norse mythology from various sources;
dates of composition vary within the collection, but
the majority of poems existed before the 12th
century based on the excerpts in the Prose Edda)

o Ruodlieb, Latin epic by a German author

o Digenis Akritas (Byzantine epic poem)

o La Chanson de Roland (The Song of Roland)

o Epic of King Gesar (Tibetan epic; compiled
from earlier sources)

o Epic of Manas (Kyrgyz epic, possibly later)
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o 12th century:

o The Knight in the Panther Skin by Shota
Rustaveli

o Alexandreis, Latin epic by Walter of Chatillon

o De bello Troiano and the lost Antiocheis by
Joseph of Exeter

oCarmen de Prodicione Guenonis (Latin
version of the story of the Song of Roland)

o Architrenius, satirical Latin epic by John of
Hauville

o Liber ad honorem Augusti by Peter of Eboli,
Latin narrative of the conquest of Sicily by Henry
VI, Holy Roman Emperor

« 13th century:

o Nibelungenlied (Germanic mythology)

o Brut by Layamon

o Chanson de la Croisade Albigeoise ("Song of
the Albigensian Crusade"; Occitan)

o Epic of Sundiata

o El Cantar de Mio Cid, Spanish epic of the
Reconquista

o De triumphis ecclesiae, Latin literary epic by
Johannes de Garlandia

o Parzival by Wolfram von Eschenbach

« 14th century:

o Cursor Mundi by an anonymous cleric (c.
1300)

o Divina Commedia (The Divine Comedy) by
Dante Alighieri

o Africa, Latin literary epic by Petrarch

o The Tale of the Heike (Japanese epic war tale)

« 15th century:

o Alliterative Morte Arthure
(149§)Orlando innamorato by Matteo Maria Boiardo

Modern Epics (from 1500)
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« 16th century:

o Orlando furioso by Ludovico Ariosto (1516)

o Os Lusiadas by Luis de Camdes (c.1555)

o La Gerusalemme liberata by Torquato Tasso
(1575)

o Ramacharitamanasa (based on the Ramayana)
by Goswami Tulsidas (1577)

o Lepanto by King James VI of Scotland (1591)

o Matilda by Micﬁael Drayton (1594)

o The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser
(1596)

« 17th century:

o The Barons' Wars by Michael Drayton (1603;
early version 1596 entitled Mortimeriados)

o The Purple Island by Phineas Fletcher (1633)

o Szigeti veszedelem, also known under the
Latin title Carmen Obsidionis Szigetianae, a
Hungarian epic by Mikl6s Zrinyi (1651)

o Paradise Lost by John Milton (1667)

o Paradise Regained by John Milton (1671)

o Prince Arthur by Richard Blackmore (1695)

o King Arthur by Richard Blackmore (1697)

« 18th century:

o Eliza by Richard Blackmore (1705)

o Redemption by Richard Blackmore (1722)

o Henriade by Voltaire (1723)

o Alfred by Richard Blackmore (1723)

o Utendi wa Tambuka by Bwana Mwengo
(1728)

o Leonidas by Richard Glover (1737)

o Epigoniad by William Wilkie (1757)

o Tge Works of Ossian by James MacPherson
(1765)

o Caoineadh Airt Ui Laoghaire** by Eibhlin
Dubh Ni Chonaill (1773)

o Der Messias by Friedrich Gottlieb Klopstock
(1773)
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o Rossiada by Mikhail Matveyevich Kheraskov
(1771-1779)

o Vladimir by Mikhail Matveyevich Kheraskov
(1785)

o Athenaid by Richard Glover (1787)

e 19th century:

o Columbiad by Joel Barlow (1807)

3Milton: a Poem by William Blake (1804-
1810

o The Revolt of Islam (Laon and Cyntha) by
Percy Bysshe Shelley (1817)

o Endymion, (1818) by John Keats

o Hyperion, (1818), and The Fall of Hyperion,
(1819) by John Keats

o L'Orléanide, Poéme national en vingt-huit
chants, by Philippe-Alexandre Le Brun de
Charmettes (1821)

o Don Juan by Lord Byron (1824)

o Pan Tadeusz by Adam Mickiewicz (1834)

o Smrt Smail-age Cengiéa by Ivan Mazuranié¢
(1846)

o Kalevala by Elias Loénnrot (1849 Finnish
mythologly)

o Kalevipoeg by Friedrich Reinhold Kreutzwald
(1853 Estonian mythology)

o The Prelude by William Wordsworth

o The Song of Hiawatha by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow (1855)

oLa Fin de Satan by Victor Hugo (written
between 1855 and 1860, published in 1886)

o La Légende des Siecles (The Legend of the
Centuries) by Victor Hugo (1859-1877)

o Martin Fierro by José Hernandez (1872)

o Clarel by Herman Melville (1876)

o Canigé by Jacint Verdaguer (1886)

o Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman (1888)

o 20th century:
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o Lahuta e Malcis by Gjergj Fishta (composed
1902-1937)

o The Ballad of the White Horse by G K
Chesterton (1911)

o Mensagem by Fernando Pessoa

o The Hashish-Eater; Or, The Apocalypse of
Evil by Clark Ashton Smith (1920)

o Savitri by Aurobindo Ghose (1950)

o Astronautilia-Hvézdoplavba by Jan Kfesadlo

o The Odyssey: A Modern Sequel by Nikos
Kazantzakis (Greek verse, composed 1924-1938)
19693 The Cantos by Ezra Pound (composed 1915-

oA Cycle of the West by John Neihardt
(composed 1921-1949)

o"A" by Louis Zukofsky (composed 1928-
1968)

oPaterson by William Carlos Williams
(composed ¢.1940-1961)

o The Maximus Poems by Charles Olson
(composed 1950-1970)

o Aniara by Harry Martinson (composed 1956)

o Libretto for the Republic of Liberia by Melvin
B. Tolson (1953)

o Mountains and Rivers Without End by Gary
Snyder (composed 1965-1996)

o The Changing Light at Sandover by James
Merrill (composed 1976-1982)

o Omeros by Derek Walcott (1990)

o The Descent of Alette by Alice Notley (1996)

o Cheikh Anta Diop: Poem for the Living by
Mwatabu S. Okantah (19p97)

Other "Epics"

« The Anathemata by David Jones (1952)
« The Waste Land and Four Quartets by T. S.

Eliot
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« Der Ring des Nibelungen by Richard Wagner
(opera)
» Parsifal by Richard Wagner (opera)

Fredy Neptune: A Novel in Verse by Les
Murray
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Plusieurs contributions montrent en effet
comment le genre épique évolue en absorbant de
plus en plus d’éléments romanesques. L’évolution
intéresse a la fois la forme et le contenu. Quant a la
forme, la premiére et la plus évidente des évolutions
est la mise en prose qui implique, selon I’heureuse
définition proposée par Damien de Carné, un
« contrat de lecture » qui détache fortement les
textes de leur forme d’origine, fondée bien
évidemment sur le «chant». Dans son article
concentré sur le prologue du Guillaume en Prose,
Damien de Camé insiste sur les éléments de
continuité et de rupture entre la mise en prose et la
chanson en vers. Encore sur le Guillaume en prose,
Nadine Henrard analyse |’épisode de Clarisse et
Esmerée, un épisode interpolé, de caractére
sentimental et romanesdque, qu’elle rapproche de
maniére trés convaincante du roman cﬁa Floire et
Blanchefleur.

D’autres contributions analysent, inversement,
I’influence exercée par le genre épique sur d’autres
enres littéraires, romanesques ou historiques.
ernard Ribémont analyse la Prise d’Alexandrie,
ceuvre historiographique de  Guillaume de
Machaut qui contient plusieurs éléments
d’inspiration épique, comme par exemple le titre,
qui renvoie a de nombreuses chansons de geste bien
connues ; I’enchainement des épisodes, basé sur une
suite d’ambassades, traités, discussions etc. ; le but
du récit, qui est la glorification d’un homme (Pierre
I de Lusignan? dans sa dimension guerriére et le
lien indissoluble, t},'pique du personnage épique,
entre le héros et le lieu (Alexandrie? qui%’identxﬁe.
Carol Chase se penche sur le cycle du Lancelot-
Graal en soulignant 1’épisode ou Lancelot découvre
le tombeau de Narbaduc, un mythique roi sarrasin,
qui s’inscrit dans un réseau de « lieux de mémoire »
et donne lieu a une série de récits rétrospectifs
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renvoyant aux batailles des Chrétiens contre les
Sarrasins, théme fondamental de [|'épopée
médiévale.
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"short non-fiction " :"Etymology Dictionary, © 2001

literary composition” (first attested in writings of
Francis Bacon, probably in imitation of Montaigne),
from M. Fr. essai "trial, attempt, essay," from L.L.
exagium "a weighing, weight," from L. exigere
"test," from ex- "out" + agere apparently meanin

here "to weigh." The suggestion is of unpolisheﬁ

."writing. Essayist is from 1609
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Essay: relatively short literary composition in
prose, in which a writer discusses a topic, usually
restricted in scope, or tries to persuade the reader to
accept a particular point of view. Although such
classical authors as Theophrastus, Cicero, Marcus
Aurelius, and Plutarch wrote essays, the term essai
was first applied to the form in 1580 by Montaigne,
one of the greatest essayists of all time, to his pieces
on friendship, love, death, and morality. In England
the term was inaugurated in 1597 by Francis Bacon,
who wrote shrewd meditations on civil and moral
wisdom. Montaigne and Bacon, in fact, illustrate the
two distinct kinds of essay—the informal and the
formal. The informal essay is personal, intimate,
relaxed, conversational, and frequently humorous.
Some of the greatest exponents of the informal essay
are Jonathan Swift, Charles Lamb, William Hazlitt,
Thomas De Quinceq_, Mark Twain, James Thurber,
and E. B. White. The formal essay is dogmatic,
impersonal, systematic, and expository. Significant
writers of this type include Joseph Addison, Samuel
Johnson, Matthew Arnold, John Stuart Mill, J. H.
Newman, Walter Pater, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and
Henry David Thoreau. In the latter half of the 20th
cent. the formal essay has become more diversified
in subject and less stately in tone and language, and
the sharp division between the two forms %as tended
to disappear.
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L’essai, communément défini comme un
ouvrage littéraire en prose ou se développe un
discours libre, argumentatif et affectif, apparait a la
Renaissance avec Michel Eyquem de Montaigne
(1533-1592) qui souhaitait, par ses écrits Les Essais
(1588), répondre a I’inlassable question : «Que sais-
je ?». Ecrire au gré de sa pensée, sans idées

précongues, dans le seul plaisir de voir sa réflexion
en mouvement, voila ce que recherchait avant tout
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ce philosophe qui donna naissance a un genre
littéraire qui, faute de respecter des regles
prédéfinies, est souvent contesté. Mais, a y regarder
de prés, comment pourrait-il en étre autrement ? En
effet, I’étymologie méme du mot, qui signifie a la
fois « tenter », « mesurer » et « peser », rappelle que
tout essayiste a le devoir d’exposer (« tenter ») sa
pensée sans la moindre restriction pour mieux en
éprouver (« mesurer », « peser »1) la qualité, la
valeur et les fondements. Par ailleurs, Montaigne,

ui aimait affirmer «Je suis la matiére de mon
livre », croyait que tout homme était a ’'image de
I’humanité entiére. Ainsi, dans un souci
d’authenticité et de vérité, la découverte de soi pour
mieux aller a la rencontre des autres fera de ce type
d’écrit le lieu de discours tant originaux
qu’inépuisables. L’essai, on l'aura compris, survivra
au philosophe en autant de versions que
d’individualités.

Les Caractéristiques de ’essai: S’il est vrai que
I’essai est polymorphe, il posséde néanmoins
quelques caractéristiques qui le distinguent des
autres genres. En voicl les principales :

Son style: L’essai est un €crit non fictionnel. Il
adopte un style clair et simple qui convient a
I’analyse, a [’explication et a |’observation. La
logique sera souvent une alliée de |’essayiste qui
cherche, par elle, & montrer les fondements et la
rigueur de son raisonnement. La premiére personne
du singulier, le « lje », est souvent employée pour
montrer a la fois le point de vue unique ainsi que
I’expérience intime du monde dont I’écrivain veut
témoigner.

Son ton: Ce type d’écrit cherche a convaincre le
lecteur, sinon a le faire réfléchir. Le ton y est donc
engagé, persuasif, mais toujours modéré, car
I’essayiste ne veut en aucun cas étre accusé
d’intolérance ou de fanatisme.
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Sa these: La thése, ici, est I’idée maitresse de la
démarche réflexive de I’essayiste. Un essai est fondé
sur une seule Proposition que I’écrivain mettra a
I’épreuve par l’exercice de sa pensée, qu’il voudra
Ir\ifoureuse et originale. Rappelons que, pour

ontaigne, le scepticisme ou le doute est le moteur
méme du savoir puisqu’il permet d’interroger les
connaissances regues pour en découvrir de plus
justes.

Son but: Ce type d’écriture permet non
seulement de se préter au « jeu » de la pensée, mais
de cultiver sa propre intelligence. Bien sir, certains
penseurs voudront montrer, prouver et persuader
sans jamais, toutefois, vouloir soumettre |’autre a
leurs opinions ou a leurs positions: ce qu’ils
recherchent avant tout, par une provocation étudiée,
est de produire le choc des idées qui ‘assure
I’innovation et la remise en question ae leur
démarche réflexive respective. Voici comment
Francine Belle-Isle Létourneau 1’explique dans son
article «L'Essai littéraire, un inconnu a plusieurs
visages» : «Mais il semble bien que I’originalité
d’un texte, ses intuitions, ses découvertes ne doivent
pas donner I'impression d’étre imposées des le
départ, car un lecteur heurt¢ de front dans ses
habitudes mentales cesse vite d’étre un bon lecteur.
La nouveauté du texte doit étre suffisamment
préparée de telle sorte que le lecteur la découvre peu
a peu et, jusqu’a un certain point, croit y avoir

participé» .
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Epic poetry agrees with Tragedy in so far as it
is an Imitation in verse of characters of a higher
type. They differ in that Epic poetry admits but one
kind of meter and is narrative in form. They differ,
again, in their length: for Tragedy endeavors, as far
as possible, to confine itself to a single revolution of
the sun, or but slightly to exceed this limit, whereas
the Epic action has no limits of time. This, then, is a
second point of difference; though at first the same
freedom was admitted in Tragedy as in Epic poetry.
Of their constituent parts some are common to both,
some peculiar to Tragedy: whoever, therefore knows
what is good or bad Tragedy, knows also about Epic
Ila_oetry. All the elements of an Epic poem are of a

ragedy are not all found in the Epic poem.
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Storytelling is the ancient art of conveying
events in words, images, and sounds often by
improvisation or embellishment. Stories have
[)robably been shared in every culture and in every
and as a means of entertainment, education,

preservation of culture and to instill knowledge and
values/morals. Crucial elements of storytelling



Yy.

include plot and characters, as well as the narrative
point of view. Stories are frequently used to teach,
explain, and/or entertain. Less frequently, but
occasionally with major consequences, they have
been used to mislead. There can be much truth in a
story of fiction, and much falsehood in a story that
uses facts.

Storytelling has existed as long as humanity has
had language. It's the world of myth, of history, of
the jmagination... it explains life. Every culture has
its stortes, legends, and every culture has its
storytellers, often revered figures with the magic of
the tale in their voices and minds.

The appearance of technology has changed the
tools availagle to storytellers. The earliest forms of
storytelling are thought to have been primarily oral
combined with gestures and expressions.
Rudimentary drawings such as can be seen in the
artwork scratched onto the walls of caves may also
have been early forms of storytelling. Ephemeral
media such as sand, leaves, and the carved trunks of
living trees have also been used to record stories in
pictures or with writing. With the advent of writing
and the use of stable, portable media stories were
recorded, transcribed and shared over wide regions
of the world. Stories have been carved, scratched,
painted, printed, or inked onto wood or bamboo,
ivory and other bones, pottery, clay tablets, stone,
palm-leaf books, skins (Earchment), bark cloth,
paper, silk, canvas and other textiles, recorded on
film and stored electronically in digital form.
Complex forms of tattooing may also represent
stories, with information about genealogy, affiliation
and social status.
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Traditionally, oral stories were passed from
generation to generation, and survived solely by
memory. With written media, this has become less
important. Conversely, in modern times, the vast
entertainment industry is built upon a foundation of
sophisticated multimedia storytelling.
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Novel, nearly always an extended fictional
prose narrative, although some novels are very short,
some are non-fictional, some have been written in
verse, and some do not even tell a story. Such
exceptions help to indicate that the novel as a
literary genre is itself exceptional: it disregards the
constraints that govern other literary forms, and
acknowledges no obligatory structure, style, or
subject-matter. Thriving on this openness and
flexibility, the novel has become the most important
lite:rzau'i'1 genre of the modern age, superseding the
epic, the romance, and other narrative forms. Novels
can be distinguished from short stories and novellas
by their greater length, which permits fuller, subtler
development of  characters and  themes.
(Confusingly, it is a shorter form of tale, the Italian
novella, that gives the novel its name in English.)
There is no established minimum length for a novel,
but it is normally at least long enough to justify its
publication in an independent volume, unlike the
short story. The novel differs from the prose
romance in that a greater degree of realism is
expected of it, and that it tends to describe a
recognizable secular social world, often in a
sceptical and prosaic manner inappropriate to the
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marvels of romance. The novel has frequently
incorporated the structures and languages of non-
fictional prose forms (history, autobiography,
journalism, travel writing), even to the point wﬁere
the non-fictional element outweighs the fictional. It
is normally expected of a novel that it should have at
least one character, and preferably several characters
shown in processes of change and social
relationship; a plot, or some arrangement of narrated
events, is another normal requirement. Special
subgenres of the novel have grown up around
particular kinds of character (the Kiinstlerroman, the
spy novel), setting (the historical novel, the campus
novel), and plot (the detective novel); while other
kinds of novel are distinguished either by their
structure (the epistolary novel, the picaresque novel)
or by special emphases on character (the
Bildungsroman) or ideas (the roman a these).
Although some ancient prose narratives like
Petronius' Satyricon (1st century CE) can be called
novels, and although some significant forerunners of
the novel—including Frangois Rabelais's Gargantua
(1534)—appeared in the 16th century, it Is the
publication in Spain of the first part of Miguel de
Cervantes's Don Quixote de la Mancha in 1605 that
is most widelly accepted as announcing the arrival of
the true novel. In France the inaugural landmark was
Madame de Lafayette's La Princesse de Cléves
(1678), while in England Daniel Defoe is regarded
as the founder of the English novel with his
Robinson Crusoe (1719) and Moll Flanders (1722).
The novel achieved its predominance in the 19th
century, when Charles Dickens and other writers
found a huge audience throughserial publication,
and when the conventions of realism were
consolidated. In the 20th century a division became
more pronounced between the popular forms of
novel and the various experiments of modernism
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and postmodernism—from the stream of
consciousness to the anti-novel; but repeated reports

of the ‘death of the novel’ have been greatly
exaggerated.
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Short story, a fictional prose tale of no specified
length, but too short to be published as a vorume on
its own, as novellas sometimes and novels usually
are. A short story will normally concentrate on a
single event with only one or two characters, more
economically than a novel's sustained exploratlon of
socnal background. There are similar fictional forms

eater antiquity— fables, lais, folktales, and
para les—but the short sto as we know it
flourished in the magazines of the 19th and early
20th centuries, especnally in the USA, which has a
particularly strong tradition.

535251 "Short story” 3L e 3301 2l cdai) LS
"Wikipedia :La. SO0 5 4 aslali ieymli

Short stories date back to the oral story-telling
traditions which originally produced epics such as
the Iliad and Odyssey by Homer. Oral narratives
were often told in the form of rhyming or rhythmic
poetry, often including recurrin Lﬁ sections or, in the
case of Homer, Homeric epithets. Such stylistic
effects often acted as mnemonic means for easier
recall, rendition and adaptation of the story. Short
sections of such poems might focus on individual
narratives that could be tcld at one sitting. The
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overall arc of the story would only emerge through
the telling of multiple sections of the tale.
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