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Abstract of the PhD Thesis entitled:
Abu al-‘Ala al-Ma'arri and Allama Muhammad Igbal
(A Literary, Critical and Comparative Study)

All praise is due to Allah alone, the Sustainer of all the worlds, and peace and
blessings be on the chief of the Messengers, his offspring and Companions.

To write the PhD thesis, I chose to draw a comparison between two
celebrated poets of their eras: Abu al-‘Ala al-Ma'arri, who comes from Arab,
and Allama Muhammad Igbal, who comes from a non-Arab region. The topic
of my thesis is Abu al-‘Ala al-Ma‘arri and Allama Mubammad Igbal (A Literary,
Critical and Comparative Study).

Muhammad Iqbal and al-Ma'arri are, for sure, poets as well as deep Muslim
thinkers. I admit honestly that writing on both the towering personalities posed
a serious challenge for me because each is multi-dimensional with works in
poetry, philosophy as well as religion. No doubt, comparisons have been made
between the two but they are brief or partial comparisons. I have been able to
trace only three pieces of writing relevant to my topic. One, Dr Ta-Ha
Husayn's writing published in Igbal al-Arab ala dirasat Igbal which was
complied by Dr Zuhur Ahmad Azhar. Two, Hafiz Abd al-Qadir published in
Majalla Igbal (a magazine in Arabic) which is brought out by Igbal Academy
Lahore, Pakistan, Three, Dr Tahsin Faraqi printed in his book Justaju. Besides,
there are two theses on comparison between the poets under discussion. The
first one was authored by Samira Hamid, a student of MA Arabic at the
University of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan; the research deals with the concept
of ascension (wrwj) according to al-Ma‘arri and Igbal. The second one was
written by Dr Abu Dharr Khalil. A student of Pakistan, Mr Abu Dharr penned
the research work in Sudan at Khurtum University. As the topic of the research
work was The philosophy of poetry according to al-Ma'arri and Igbal (a comparative
study), the scholar dwelt on only one aspect of the poets.

The literature review discussed above is sufficient to show that there was a
great need for in general comparison between the poets, which embraces their
eras, biographies, contribution to poetry-cum-prose and ascension. To fulfil
this need, I opted this topic for the my doctoral thesis. This research work, to
the best of my knowledge, is the first of this sort on such a vast scale. In all
humility, 1 supplicate the Almighty God to grant me the coveted goal, ie
SUCCCSS.

Scholars know well that al-Ma'arri and Igbal are two personages with
numerous aspects. And each aspect is good enough for a separate treatise. As



every researcher confines himself or herself to a certain angle of research, I,
following suit, restricted my research to the literature—poetry and prose—of
the poets, leaving aside their philosophy and all the other angles not related to
literature, for example, political, economic, educational views.

My research scheme opens with preliminary remarks in preface; then it is
followed by the main chunk of the thesis; and it ends with concluding remarks.
Some information about each chapter is given below.

First chapter: I have devoted the chapter to the era of each poet and their
growth in their respective socicties. Moreover, their output has also been
highlighted. The chapter is divided into three units. The first unit throws light
on the epoch of Abu al-‘Ala and his growth, and the second unit deals with the
same aspects of Muhammad Igbal, while the third unit makes mention of the
common and different features of their respective ages.

Second chapter: The second chapter discusses the poetry as well as the key
themes of al-Ma‘arri and Igbal. Of the three units in the chapter, the first one
is related to al-Ma'arri's poetry plus key themes, the second one is concerned
with Iqbal’s poetry plus key themes, and the last one discusses the common and
different aspects of their poetry and themes.

Third chapter: This chapter, on the prose of al-Ma‘arri and Igbal, is divided
into three units. The first one is on al-Ma‘arri’s prose and some other aspects,
for instance, works, diction and important themes. The second one deals with
the same features of Igbal's prose. The third one compares and contrasts their
prose.

Fourth chapter: The last but not least chapter discusses the contents of al-
Ma'arri's work Risala al-Ghufran and Iqbal's Javed Nama or Risala al-Khulud in
four units. In the first unit, I have mentioned the idea of ascension as well as its
origin. In the second unit, I have discussed al-Ma'arri's Risala al-Ghufran and
some other related issues: diction, background of writing the book, etc. In the
third unit, I took up the same issues in Igbal's Risala a/~-Khulud. In the fourth
unit, I have given the agreeing and disagreeing angles of both the personalities.

After the completion of the research work, I have drawn the following
conclusions:

1. Both al-Ma‘arri and Igbal wrote on some original topics and introduced
new themes in prose and poetry.

2. To convey their intellectual and philosophical ideas, they employed
traditional literary genres.

3. Their works urge the Muslim community to reform their selves, put sincere
efforts into work and shun from living in luxury.



10.

11.

al-Ma'arri's writings are replete with intellectual terms and words one will
rarely come across in Arabic literature.

Following in other poets’ and writers' footsteps, al-Ma'arri expresses his
ideas, but he does not aim at the reformation of the individual or the
society.

A poet and writer, Igbal was a bold reformer as well.

He did not employ art for the sake of art. Rather he brought about change
in the Muslims of the sub-continent, and directed their attention to
educational, moral and national reformation.

Both severely criticized the evils of the rulers of their ages, as Sufi masters
condemned the charlatans who had associated with the Sufis.

al-Ma'arri stayed away from some forms of literary writings, so he did not
go for the romantic poetry (devoted to romantic feelings between man and
woman), the flattery of the rulers and the condemnation of such as were
not in his good books. Instead of falling in love with form, he concentrated
on ideas, so his poetry and prose consist of writings laden with wisdom,
philosophy and education.

In like manner, Igbal did turn his back on conformity in poetry of the day.
In poetry and prose style, he, taking classical masters as guides, introduced
revolutionary, educational, philosophical and intellectual ideas.

Both experienced ascension to the highest heavens but each had a different
approach and result. al-Ma‘arri chose the ascension to the heavens for
resolving his poetic and grammatical complications, whereas Igbal used the
occasion to attain to the gnosis of the supreme being, Almighty Allah.
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