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" He  always thought of the sea as La mar  which is what people call her in 

Spanish  when they love her . Sometimes those who love her  say bad things of her . 

but they are always said as though she were a woman . Some of the younger 

fishermen, those who used buoys as floats for their lines and had motor-boats , bought 

when the shark livers  had  brought much money, spoke of her as El mar which is 

masculine they spoke to her as a contestant or a place or even an enemy . 

But the old man always thought of her as feminine and as something give or 

withheld great favours, and if she did wild or wicked thing, it was because . she 

couldn't help them . The moon affects her as it does a woman, he thought" 
( )

 

                                                 

( )- E. Hemingway , The Old man and the sea ,Librarie Du Liban, P.
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" He began to pity the great fish that he had looked. He is wonderful and strange and 

who knows how old is he, he thought : Never I have had such a strong fish nor one 

who acted So strangely "
 ( )

 

wonderful strange
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" Christ, I didn't know he was so big . 

"I 'll kill him though " he said " In all his greatness and his glory " Although it is 

unjust, he thought. But I will show him what a man can do and what a man can 

endures" 
( )
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I'll kill him

a man 

a man

"You are killing me fish, the old man thought. But you have right to. Never 

have I seen a greater, or more beautiful or a calmer or more noble thing than you, 

brother. Come on and kill me. I don't care who kills who" 
( )
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" He loved green turtles and hawks bills with their elegance and speed and 

their great value and he had friendly contempt for the huge stupid logger – heads 
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yellow in their armour- plating, strange in their love making and happily eating the 

Portuguese man –of- war –with their  eyes shut ". 
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he had a friendly contempt 
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"during the night two porpoise came around the boat and he could hear them 

rolling and blowing. He could tell the difference between the blowing  noise the male 

made and the sighing blow of the female. They are good, he said they play and make 

jokes and love on another, they are our brothers like the flying fish" 
( )
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they 're good 

our brother 

 

" How old are you ? the old man asked the bird .Is this your first trip? The bird 

looked at him when he spoke. He was too tired even to examine the line and he 

teetered on it as his delicate feet gripped it fast. It's steady the old man told him, It's 

too steady. you shouldn't be that tired after a windless night. What are birds coming 

to? " 
( )
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I'm the towing bit 

His lavender wings, that were his pectoral fins spread wide and all his wide lavender 

stripes showing. 

The strange undulation of the calm 

Unendingly 

All I 

must do is keep the Head clear
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He chewed it and noted its quality and its good taste. It was firm and juicy like meat. 

It Had backed a little further to the north east. 

By the brown, triangular fin and the sweeping movements of the tail 

As 

wide as the highway.

by
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Carried her 

I'll try to get him to work 

far out 
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The wooden box with the 

coiled hard braided brown 

lines 

They walked up the road 

together to the old man's 

shack 

I go now for the Sardines 

His eyes closed 

He sent two beers 

We'll put the gear in the 

boat and then get some 

coffee 
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Lifted the skiff and slide 

her into water. 

Motor –boats 

He looked down into the 

water and watched the 

lines. 

He kept them straight than 

any one did 

It's better to be lucky 



- 

 

He saw a man-of-war bird 

The bird went higher in 

the air and circled again, 

his wings motionless. 

Circled again. 
He went back to rowing 

and to watching the long-

winged black bird who 

was working, now, low 

over the water. 

With its long deadly 

purple filaments trailing a 

yard behind it in the water. 
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They were immune to its 

poison. 

And hear them pop when 

he stepped on them with 

the horny soles of his feet. 

He loved green turtles and 

hawks – bills with their 

elegance and speed and 

their great value, and he 

had a great contempt for 

the huge, stupid logger –

heads, yellow in their 

armour-plating, strange in 

their love making, and 

happily eating the 

Portuguese men-of-war 
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with their eyes shut. He 

had no mysticism about 

turtles although he had 

gone in turtles boats for 

many years. 
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He lay in the stern in the 

sun, compact and bullet 

shaped, his big, 

unintelligent eyes stared 

as he thumped his life out 

against the planking of the 

boat with the quick 

shivering strokes of his 

neat, fast moving tail. 

The old man felt it on the 

back of his neck. 

He knew what a huge fish 

this was and he thought of 

him moving away in the 

darkness with the Tuna 

held crosswise in his 

mouth. At that moment he 

felt him stopping but the 

weigh still there. Then the 

weigh increased and he 

gave more line. He 

tightened the pressure of 

his thumb and finger. 
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What I'll do if he decides 

to go down, I don't know. 

What I'll do if he sounds 

and dies I don't know, but 

I'll do something . There 

are plenty things I can do. 
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The fish never changed his 

course nor his direction all 

the night as far the man 

could tell from watching 

the stars. 

The position actually was 

only somewhat less 

intolerable, but he thought 

of it as almost 

comfortable. 

Looked at the stars and 

checked his course. 
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He took the bait like a 

male and he pulls like a 

male and his fight has no 

panic in it. 

A male  

When the old man had 

gaffed her and clubbed 

her, holding the rapier bill 

with its sand paper edge  

and clubbing her. 

No one to help either one 

of us. 

There were two from each 

bait he had served and the 

two from the bait fish had 

taken and they were all 

connected. 
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The line had had been taut 

up to the very edge of the 

breaking point since he 

had hooked the fish. 

That pulled  the old man 

down on to the bow. 

When he was touching the 

breaking point. 

Touch
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It wasn't unpleasant 

And saw white cumulus 

built like friendly piles of 

ice cream and high above 

where the thin feathers of 

the cirrus against the high 

September sky. 

columns

" 

cumulus"
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But if I eat him fresh 

enough he won't be bad. 

Work as little as you can 

But there was an added 

drag now from the easterly 

breeze and the old man 

rode gently with the small 

sea and the hurt of the 

cord across his back came 

to him easily and 

smoothly. 
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He Knew the fish had 

turned east of north. 

Many of the bettors had 

asked for a draw. 

As they passed  a great 

island of Sargasso weed 

that laved and swung in 

the light sea as though the 

ocean where making love 

with something under a 

yellow blanket. 

And allowed him self to 

be pulled forward against 

the wood so that the boat 

took the strain as much or 

more than he did. 

We reached the time to 

play for safety 
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How simple it would be if 

I could make the line fast. 

Fast

 

But then I didn't hook the 

dolphin until almost 

sunset. 

The sky was clouding 

over the east and one after 

another the stars he knew 

were gone. 

He tried to keep the 

cutting across the 

calloused parts and not let 

the line slip into the palm 

or cut the fingers. 
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When they swam fast they 

lashed their all bodies like 

eels. 

The shaft of the harpoon 

was projecting at an angle 

from the fishe's shoulder. 

And the stripes showed 

the same pale violet colour 

as his tail. 
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There were more than a 

dozen of them and they 

jumped and kicked like 

sand fleas. The old man 

pinched their heads off 

with his thumb and for 

finger and ate them 

chewing up the shells and 

the tails. 

Besides they not bleed 

much . 

They

I can't be too far out now 
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He tried to settle more 

comfortably to steer. 

And found the jagged end 

of the tiller would fit in 

the slot of the rudder well 

enough for him to steer. 
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no, I know others better " "
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   Summary 

      No one doubts the importance of literary reception and the 

connected literary studies.   Literatures have been quoting 

from each other and reshaping what is borrowed to suit their 

cultural traditions. This phenomenon has influenced the 

development of Arabic literature, and the Arab culture in 

general. The reception of foreign literature in the Abbasid era 

is a good example in this connection.  The Renaissance in the 

nineteenth century also emphasized the need for literary 

reception which is the case of all literatures including the 

European literatures which tried to digest the science of other 

nations and their knowledge (the Arabic civilization was the 

nearest civilization).                                    

      The transmission of scientific ideas and literary genres, 

as well as literary movements, and the reception in the 

cultures of other societies belong to the field of comparative 

literature which tries to show their properties, and clarify the 

advantages and disadvantages.                                                                            

      Comparative literature and reception studies, in all cases, 

are based on translation as a main mediator. Literature often 

moves from one language to another and from one culture to 

another through translation. Therefore, the Comparative 

researcher must be fully aware of the two literatures and 

cultures to be able to decipher the mysteries of these 

literatures.                               

      In this study, the reception of foreign literature in Arabic 

literature is excluded because it is too large a subject to be 

contained in a single search, but the reception of an American 

novelist, Ernest Hemingway, in the first chapter, has been 

considered for several reasons:                                                     

-There are few Arabic studies about American literature, and 

about  Hemingway in particular.                                                                                 
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  - The importance of translation and reception studies, which 

fall in context.

-The importance of Hemingway, who is an important novelist, 

especially after he was awarded the Nobel Prize, and became 

one of the most important American novelist of the twentieth 

century.                                                        

       We studied the most important works at length, though we 

did not neglect the lesser-known works, after thorough inquiry 

of his life, and his various interests.                                                                      

      Before that, we made a list of American literature since its 

inception after the migrations carried out by groups from 

different parts of Europe.         

      The emergence of this literature after independence, and the 

accompanying events unanimously resulted in the birth of a new 

literature, and offered some of the movements and currents and 

philosophies which influenced American literature. 

      At the end of the chapter that we have come to see the 

Hemingway novel, his novels have been a reflection of the 

experiences of living, and the war formed a large part of the 

novels because of the wars he has participated in it. 

     In chapter II we offered in some detail the reception theory 

which appeared in Germany in the sixties of the last century, 

and how it was to arise depending on the different theories, and 

how deliberately Iser and Jauss follow different ways to prove 

their theory, and they developed a number of suggestions new 

laid to prove the theory, and the most important of these 

concepts: implied reader, and wandering viewpoint, and a 

horizon of expectation, and negative installation, and other 

suggestions.                                                       

     After that we identified literary reception, and made clear 

concept, which we adopted in this search, and this transition 
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and the reception is through translation that offered them and 

we identify it linguistically and idiomatically, and we listed 

definitions of the critics of modern-day, and then displayed 

the importance of this translation. 

      Translation has a long history began with the knowledge 

of writing and friction between different cultures, We have 

already examples of this, we stopped at the first Renaissance 

of Arabic literature and Arab civilization in the Golden Age 

of the Abbasid state in the eras of Arrasheed & Alma'moun, 

in particular, then we displayed the state of the modern 

translation, which,  after ages of the cultural closing, became 

of the first place of importance.  But in this time there were 

lots of obstacles , one of them is objection team on the 

translation and warning of its dangers as an instrument of 

colonialism, and the threat to Arabic literature. But with the 

increasing need for translation in various fields of science and 

arts, this trend became weak, but a new problem appeared, it 

was the bad translations which caused damage to both the 

native and the target cultures, so we talk about the translator 

and attributes, and what are the obstacles in the way of 

upgrading, and laid down a number of solutions to solve the 

obstacles facing translation in the current Arab reality. 

       The scientific and academic institutions must oversee the 

translation, and these works must achieve the needs of 

cultural, intellectual and social needs of community, and the 

individually and indiscriminate in the selection of works 

should be prevented, on the other hand scientific Orientalist 

works which is exploring for the truth away from prejudice 

and prior theories must be supported. 

       Then we search in the translations of Hemingway’s 

works and the Arab publications of these works, and we 

displayed the four main famous novels, and then the rest of 

the novels by year of publication, and we follow the same 

approach with stories, we noted that there were difficulties in 

obtaining translations due to be issued in more than one 
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Arabic capital, and under many titles, any story of 

Hemingway expected to be a title of the group, as well as the 

lack of statistical studies specialized in translations into 

Arabic.  

      In the last section of this chapter two translations of the 

novel ((The old Man and the Sea)) are offered and the 

differences between the translations explained and the 

accuracy of the translations are shown. In spite of the 

differences between the translations we compared them with 

a translations that are relatively recent, and we listed typos 

and spelling, language and interpreting mistakes, the text as a 

result of this translation became a hybrid text which has no 

entity because of many errors that marred it. 

      In Chapter III we compare Hemingway's novel the ((The 

old Man and the Sea)) to Hanna Mina’s ((The sail and The 

storm)), and a comparison was made under a number of 

secondary titles, we presented the background of the two 

versions, which are linked to each of the time and place and 

historical periods, and then we followed the analysis 

presentation of the plot, language and narrative style, as well 

as the characters of the two versions with a focus on the 

characteristics of heroes, finally we gave  the chapter 

reflections, we noted there were differences and similarities 

between these elements, the two places were similar, although 

far apart, since they represent a specific area of the beach in 

each country, as well as the champions of the two versions 

conflict against nature and the sea and the current situation 

carries a lot of similarities. 

Finally, we declare that our viewpoint is based on accurate 

finding, and tireless effort, and intensive follow-up, to reach 

the desired aim. 
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