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Résumé

Aboutir au poéme ne peut étre possible gu’une fois
gu’on se soit approprié le poeme. Et ce de manieres
différentes, aussi bien sur le plan des objectifs que sur
celui de la maniéere de cette appropriation ou ce
cornement, devrait-on dire.

La critique classigue a profondément cherché a
appréhender I’essence du poeme, ses objectifs, ses
émanations esthétiques, et cela, a travers de multiples
question et des thése perspicaces concernant les
classements, la force, la forme, le contenu, I’authenticite,
le maniérisme, les regles de la poésie, et la théorie
d’Aldjurjani sur lacréation...

La recherche esthétique a proliféré en suite a
|”acculturation critique avec les grecs, et ultérieurement
avec |’occident, avec ses mécanismes, choses qui a fait
que |’écriture se base désormais sur des fondements
solides et cognitifs, des visions plus abouties et une
conscience critique accrue.

Dans cette perspective |I’espace se démarque comme étant
un constituant primordial du poéme moderne, car le
poeme moderne a eu plus qu’une réflexion sur I’ utilisation
judicieuse des lieux et des espaces, et a travers |’étude de
I’usage qu’en a été fait par les arabes classiques et les
occidentaux d’une maniére générale.
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Suit a cela, les critiques se sont mis a decortiquer ce
constituant important. les lieux géographiques et les
espaces textuels on typographiques. En vue de mettre la
main sur ses multiples fonctions, tantot, formelles et tantot
thématiques on sémantiques.

Notre thése intitulée « poétique de I’espace dans la
poésie algérienne contemporaine». Vient donc eclairer
guelques cotés qui sont restents sombres aux alentours du
poeme algérien contemporain. Et notamment le coté de
I’espace qui ,S’il n’est pas utilisé superficiellement, peut
devenir un pilier du poeme.

Et pour cela, nous avons aussi ausculté la conscience
gpatiale chez les poetes algériens des générations
pérécedentes, ainsi que chez les poetes arabes
contemporains afin de pouvoir établir des analogies €t tirer
des conclusions.

L’ espace chez |le poéte algérien contemporain est sorti de
sa dimension geographique référentielle, il est devenu
intime, une partie prenante de |I’expérience du poéte qui a
projeté sur |’ espace ses angoisses, Ses espoirs, ses craintes
et ses bonheurs. Qui s’est lié avec I’ espace positivement et
qui a laisse transparaitre ce lien sur son écriture a tel point
gu’il devient inimaginable de prétendre, connaitre le vrai
sens du poeme sans connaitre les significations de cet
espace au niveau du poeme, mais aussi au niveau du poéte.
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L’espace s’est manifesté de plusieurs manieres dans la
poésie algérienne contemporaine, suivant |’appartenance
sociale des poetes, leurs cultures, leurs propres
expériences avec |’espace, et leurs objectifs en faisant
usage de ce dernier. Il est remarquable que certains ont
tendance a le cerner a travers sa description minutieuse, et
d’autres préferent I’utiliser pour la projection de leurs
sentiments, et c’est ainsi qu’on a vu le poeme envahi par
la mer, la maison, la montage le village, le désert, la
campagne, le café, lariviere, I’hétel ... mais surtout pas la
ville qui a prédominé la culture spatiale au niveau de la
poésie moderne. La ville s’est manifesté sous différents
aspects; ele est couveuse, tyranne, amicale, hostile,
évocatrice, castratrice, révélatrice, porteuse de visions
célestes, étouffante et obstruante, grande et magnifique,
futile et basse,... et cette manifestation est d’autant plus
intéressante quand on prend en considération le fait que
bon nombre de poétes modernes sont d’origines rurale, ce
qui rend leurs relation avec la ville conflictuelle et
génératrice de tensions.

La richesse de |’espace géographique n’exclut pas la
richesse étourdissante de |’espace textuel qui exploite la
blancheur et la noirceur sur la page, nous avons ainsi eu
droit aux poémes/fragments, aux poemes/recueils. Aux
recueils entierement calligraphiés, on accompagnés par
des dessins, des figures ou d’autres illustrations.
Désormais, les recueils sont tres riches en paratextes,
et ce sont des éléments sémantiques d’une tres grande
importance, dans la mesure ou le poéme moderne ne
S’ appuie pas seulement sur ce que dit le langage. |l tend a
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cacher ses sens subtiles dans les coins et recoins
« poétiques » que sont les interlignes, les illustrations, les
exercices typographiques, les appendices, les marges ... et
les autres seuils qui ne sont plus des secrets fermes pour le
lecteur moderne qui a sacrifié I’esthétique tres arabe qui
est la récitation «orale» pour d’autres esthétiques
« visuelles » plus approfondies et plus perspicace.

Les poétes algériens contemporains différent en matiére
d’usage spatial, et c’est a cause des particularités et des
specificités de chacun d’eux, certains ont un sens accentué
de I’espace, d’autres ne sont pas a I’écoute de cet élément
mais tendent a développer d’autres éléments constitutifs
. et le référent reste toujours psychologique social on
culturel. C’est ainsi qu’on trouve |’expression spatiale
tant6t superficielle et anodine et presque inadvertante et
tantot réfléchie, intelligente, consciente et « poétique » et
cela comme on I’a déja souligné, revient a la nature méme
du poéme qui est, rappelons-le, une combinaison trés
complexe de données psychologiques, sensorielles,
imaginatives et intellectuelles qui se traduisent en une
forme langagiere spécifique.

C’est pour cela gu’on a affirmé que cerner le poeme
algérien contemporain ne peut devenir possible que si
nous arrivons a appréhender les subtiles agissement des
éléments linguistiques et intellectuels qui sont le propre du
poeme. Et c’est |’espace qui est mis a |’ épreuve dans cette
étude qui se vent descriptive pour prétendre a la vérité
telle que |l es poetes la vivent |a congoivent et I’ expriment.
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Summary of the research

To arrive a the poetic text, one has to master it. Such mastery can be
ensured via various means which differ both inam and process.

The ancient Arab critique undertook the task of investigating the
essence, purposes and aesthetic aspects of the poetic text through
many questions related to ranks, viritlity, word, meaning, temper,
affected style, poetry composition and its theory.

Aesthitic research became more consistent after it was culturally
polished by, first, the Greek and, then, the Western heritage critique,
following different methods and mechanisms.

Thus, poetic experience came to be based on a comprehensive view, a
critical conscionsness and an aesthetic taste of many poets, depending
on the factual background of everyone of them. The space ( place )
was one of the most important elements involved in the structuring of
the poetic text.

Poets tried to use it as an aesthetic additive, taking advantage of the
Arab and Western poetic experiences of space using in different
contexts and according to different attitudes.

The critique kept pace with these thematic developments and changes.
Consequently, the critical practice was multiple in demonstrating the
aesthetic elements of the poetic text at the spacial - be it typographical
or artistic- formal or linguistic levels in poetic structuring on the one
hand, and, on the other, at the level of space using as a poetic theme in
the text.

The present research _ the aesthetics of space in modern Algerian
poetry - was a contribution to demonstrate the presence of the spacial
text in Algerian poetry which used the geographical space as a main
component and which, thus, did not stick to the literal use and dead
transcription in depicting different historical periods, without
overlooking the use of space in modern Arab poetry by many poets
and, at the same time, revealing to what extent space using was a
poetic communication means between poets of the Arab East and their
Algerian counterparts.

The prelude to this research was an introduction to and an exploration
of the literary aesthetics and different artistic genres, because it was
not possible for me to embark on the research without fully defining
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the term aesthetics and tracing the developments undergone by the
aesthetic taste, especially on the poetic level, sliding from the natura
critique, to the micro-linguigtic critique, to the poetry composition and
to, finally, the theory of reading, in order to revea the features that
mark the essence of the poetic text and enable the poet to draw the
dimensions of one’s experience in an acceptable aesthetic form which
would remain indelibly printed in the memory of the reader and that of
the nation as a whole, throughout different eras, with the aesthetic
views getting changed from erato era, however.

The next step was, logically, to move on to the investigation of the
gpacial poetic text in modern and contemporary Arab poetry, quoting
different examples ( from Egypt, Iraq, Paestine, Tunsa and
Syria......), and afterwards, to the study of this spacial text both in the
pre- independence and post- independence Algerian poetry, for the
poetic trend is one and periods can not be separated. The other aim
was to explore the particularities distinguishing post- independence
poetry from the pre-independence one. It is noteworthy to say that the
space used was varied and multiple in Algerian poetry. Y et, Algeriaas
a country, geographical extent and nation, remained the pivotal
subject of many poetic texts with their differing structua views and
cultural and artistic backgrounds. It (Algeria) was the space in which
the poets used to meet in away or another.

Nonetheless, many of these poets who used the space, be it Algeria or
another country, either merely mentioned it geographicaly and
depicted it historically without echoing any attitude towards it ,or
structured the poem on the basis of aview whose linchpin and reason
was the space and only the space.

Yet , the contemporary Algerian poet , did not overlook the nom-
Algerian space, be it Arab(Jerusalem , Lebanon, Beirut, Palestine,
Baghdad, Irag and Egypt ....), African( South Africa, Zaire, Eritrea
...) or Eurasian ( Paris, Viet Nam ) and American ( America,...).

He made use of this space either positively or negatively, depending
on the context.

The space in contemporary Algerian poetry was worked by many
psychological, social, national, politica historical and religious
dimensions. This reflects that space was not viewed as merely a
narrow geographical sphere, but, on the contrary, as a linguistic sphere
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in a humane way and whose concern culture, the group culture and
view altogether bore. The unveiling of these dimensionsis essential to
know about the text and the text encoder and can be regarded as a
prelude to the analysis of poetic texts and the exposure of the
relationship between space and the other various poetic elements
congtituting the text.

There were numerous special spheres that were full of connotation and
denotation in contemporary Algerian poetry.

Such variety was dictated by the social and cultural origin of the poets
and their viewing of the text as well as their purpose of its use.
Accordingly, the poet can be, sometimes, spotted focusing on the
depiction of special types, features, components and his attitude
towards any of these, showing his emotional experience through them.
Thus, space varied, touching the sea, the house, the room, the village,
the desert, the prison, the mountain, the country side , the café, the
river and the museum to a greater or lesser degree. The town,
however, was the prevailing aspect of contemporary Algerian poetry
in tams of frequency and poetiveness .

It was depicted in deferent forms and aspect, was it the poets
hometown residence town or visited town. Nevertheless, the features
related to the town were usually identical with the feelings of loss,
depression and pain for the town got immersed in a materialistic
ideology while man lost oneself in it , love disappeared and the
spiritual values and human virtues of its residents vanished. All the
more, the town filed the memory of poets with controversies and
paradoxes, the mgjority of whom were of rura origin or descended
from the desert.

Thus, the town in contemporary Algerian poetry expressed the refusal
of reality and shaped the claims of the individual and his aspiration to
freedom, al of which were triggered by the bitter reality and the
poetic eloguence thanks to which the poet unveiled the seamy side of
the town.

Like space which varied in from and kind, the typographical space-
using black and white- varied .There was the stanza poem, the Diwan
poem, the handwritten Diwan which involved linear forms and artistic
drawings and the many textual appendices (dedications, footnotes,
subtitles, introductions...). All these elements are immensely important
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In reception of texts because the textual outer space affects the text
reader unconscioudly. Every technique involved by the text is encoder
or the publisher in the presentation of the text is part of the aesthetics
of the poetic discourse since the sense of vision gives the text another
meaning and every internal and external element has an efficient role
In structuring and receiving the text.

As aresult, the effect of the sense of hearing decreased while that of
vision regained its role in contemporary Arab poetry, using a set of
typographical, technical, and artistic technique in the structuring and
the layout of the text.

The importance attached by the poets to typographical space always
varied, depending on the view of the poet and with regard to his
culture, experience, artistic competence and his attitude towards
poetry, the textual environment and the typographical space. As a
consequence, the linguistic competence and the poetic form of the
gpacial structure differed).

Reaching the aesthetics of contemporary Algerian poetry could be
ensured through its various lingnistic and extra-linguistic elements,
taking into account al these elements without predilection.

Viewing a text has to be comprehensive and based on all the textua
contexts , something which thisthesistried to arrive at and revedl.
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