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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Fadi Assaad Georgi for Masters of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and Literature

LWt L]

Title: The Nocturnal Journey “al-isrd’ wa'l-mi‘raj” in the “Sird” Genre: A Study of the
Transmission and Poetics of the Text

This thesis rests on a study of the narratives of the “isrd' wa'l mi‘raj”
{The Nocturnal Journey of the Prophet Muhammad and his Ascension) in the “Sirad”
Literature. The analysis aims at clarifying the relationship between these texts and this
complex literary genre, in order to understand the cultural needs and apprehensions that
led to the establishment of the “biography” which played a significant role in the
expression and declaration of the early social and religious Islamic identity.

The thesis is divided into three phases; the first sheds light upon the literary side
of the biography in an attempt to grasp major problematics that are related to it and
which require treatment before going into the texts.

The second phase is a perusal for the meaning of the religious Islamic status that
the report bestows upon the city of Jerusalem. It shows that Islam sought in its early
endeavors to establish its religious identity upon associating itself with the Abramaic
monotheistic religions and their axial geographic site, before it embarked on asserting
the supremacy of its prophet and his mission, and the fact that this mission is alone the
“seal” and the completeness of the monotheistic missions.

The third phase analyses the structure and the literary characteristics of some
texts of isrd' wa'l mi‘rij in order to specify the component literary genre that these
narratives pertain to and the role that they play within the Prophetic biography as a
complex literary fype that originated to fulfill several cultural needs in the Islamic
societies. )
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