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Abstract

A Late Response:
An Analogous Study Between the Poem of Nicephore Phocas
and the Poem of Ibn Hazm.

By Dr. Mohammad Khazali

This is an analogous study between the poem which the Byzantine
Emperor Nicephore Phocas 963-969 sent to the Abbasid Calif al-Mutiie 946-
9741 and the retort poem of Ibn Hazm of Andalusia (died 1064). In “his”
poem, Nicephore expresses his pride in his victories over the Muslims and in
capturing their lands. He also expresses his determination to repossess all
lands in the hands of the Muslims so that he can put an end to Islam and
replace it with Christianity. Ibn Hazm, in his poem retorts the threats and
arguments of Nicephore, declaring that his victories were insignificant com-
pared to the victories of the Muslims over the Byzantines in the past, and that
Nicephore will never be able to realize his dreams and threats, expressed in
his poem, because Muslims will defend their religion and lands.

The study also, raised a number of questions regarding the authenticity of
Ibn Hazm’s poem and the degree to which we can be certain in attributing it

to him.

v

257 o Bdeady B B ) il BkrdD o Alda: e 5

Al DM Al sl s Al Sad) b suseas el Y] o O caalsll e (G se YV
AAAA

AT BB Salacall Badae Bl Ll e G Jaelecad haall g Gall slae L3S ol <Y Y

NV e sabie Do ubie lua] 335 alall i csaal 5y dess s saal ‘6,141 -vs

Oreledl Banal s Gaoluall s w3sdl claa 6 ulish g3 5,01 sl yual B (3s) Syl e J—wd‘ v
VAT s el QB s e M 8 Y1 aa ol s L ;JL;&.H

ATV e g Ul T3 i pa s ] s
s Al Lo s ey le 3aBaS  Hlhall <l 0 pas o tame Al e 5ol (o3l 501 - Y1




