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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Abbas Ahmad Hawash for Master of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and Literature

Title: The augmentation of form for emphasis and its bearing on Arabic
words and structures.

This thesis intends to study the relation between form and meaning in Classical
Arabic with the assumption that the augmentation of form in both word and sentence
resuits in strengthening of the meaning or in emphasis. Presumably, it is well-known
among linguistics that there is a direct relation between the augmentation of form and
strength of meaning.

Precisely, this thesis aspires to identify the types of augmentations and their
impact on meaning. Moreover, it broadens the concept of augmentation by manipulating
the sentence structure. The research intends to prove and demonstrate that not only does
the augmentation of form occur in the word, but also it exists in sentence structure.

The views and comments of early Arab grammarians will be examined, and T will
try to use the data assembled to come up with a classification of the types of
augmentation in Classical Arabic. It is important to note as well that the full picture at
the syntactic level can only emerge when the works of the rhetoricians are examined, due
to their primary concern with the meaning of structures, and not merely their formal
aspects.
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