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ABSTRACT

Nature occupied a distinguished part in the poetry of the second
Mamluki age. It was and still a main source of beauty and inspiration for
poets. They were fascinated and inspired by nature and its beauty.
Therefore, they portrayed, described and recorded it in their poems. This

reflects their love for nature and its importance in their societies.

The poets of the second Mamluki age (748-923)H, describer the
various aspects of nature. They described the silent nature, such as the sky
and the earth, as well as the moving nature, such as animals, birds and
insects. The dominant aspect of nature that they have described was
gardens. They were fascinated by gardens. They described the enjoyment
they got by playing, singing and spending good time with their friends and
beloved ones among the flowers listening to the wonderful songs of the
birds.

Moreover, poets at that age described trees, particularly the fruitful
ones. They described their fruits using impressive metaphors that showed a
great ability in composing poetry. They also described the different types of
flowers available in the gardens of that age.

The different forms of weather were also tackled by the poets of the
second Mamluki age. They described the wind, the lightening and thunder
and the clouds. They created different novel pictures to describe these
aspects of weather. For example, they described the clouds as a tailor who

designs and decorates the land with a beautiful colored dress.
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Another interesting aspect of nature that Mamluki age poets
described was rivers. The description of rivers was different from one
country to another. In Egypt, for example, poets described the Nile as a
source of life and a symbol of fertility and prosperity. However, poets in
Syria had a little description of rivers because rivers in their country are not
as important as that of the Nile in Egypt. The fertility of land, and thus
the prosperity of the country in Syria depend mainly on rain and the quality
of the soil.

Regarding the description of animals, it seems that it was not as good
as that of other aspects of nature. The description of animals in that age
was very little in quantity and artificial and poor in quality. The poets
ignored many of the description themes used by their predecessors, [ike

describing the wild animals chasing their preys.

It could be argue that the metaphors and pictures used by the poets of
the second MamluRi age were inspired by their environments. They
borrowed their metaphors from the nature itself; they described the stars as

flowers and rivers as swords.

As far as the language is concerned, it was clear, straightforward and
simple. The poets of this age, sometimes, have woven their language with
the different aspects of their daily lives. This reflects a continuity of the

language and style of their predecessots.
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