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ABSTRACT

This paper relates the Arab social atmosphere of pre-Islamic times and its special
significance to the disintegration of architectural facades, which were not individually or
family owned. Such facades, as related through the poetry of this era, symbolize the
disintegration and damage caused by nature, time and man.

The paper looks into the works of several poets who dealt with this disturbing
humanitarian issue and focuses upon the poet's understanding of damage inflicted upon
past nations and his experience and reaction as conveyed through poetry. The study
then reflects upon different poetic modes, some of which are subjective, and their
impact upon sacred books and religious doctrines and beliefs.
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The paper sheds light upon the phenomenon of ruins in pre-Islamic poetry as
places of culture and civilization, which subsequently became subject to decay. This
phenomenon stirred the poet's philosophical vision, which is transferred through his
poetry, where he encourages positive motivation for a better and more promising life.
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