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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Wafi Hag Magid for  Master of Arts
Major: Arabic Literature and Language

Title: Broken Plurals in Arabic: a Study of their Formal and Semantic Characteristics

The broken plurals (JS3 € 3a3) are an essential part of Arabic morphology.
They have, unfortunately, hitherto not been studied comprehensively or analytically. [
shall collect the data on these plurals from the medieval Arabic sources, and discuss it
under sections that cover the main issues which the grammarians have raised. Along
- with that, I intend to refute some of the ideas presented by modern scholars on the
subject of broken plurals, and particularly the difference between the plurals of
multitude (35N £ 3a3) and the plurals of paucity (Al £ saa).

My intention is to prove that the phenomenon of broken plural is deeply rooted
in the morphology of Arabic and the southern Semitic languages, and to demonstrate
the interrelationship between these plurals and several morphological and syntactical
peculiarities of Arabic. Furthermore I will consecrate a whole chapter for the discussion
of a Qur’anic verse which has raised grammatical controversy, in the hope that this
discussion would strengthen the results that [ have reached in the various sections of my

thesis.
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