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Felice Baucr

‘Felice Bauer was born in Ncustadt, Upper Silesia, on 18 November
1887. She had four brothers and sisters: Elisabeth (Else), Erna,
Antonie (Toni), and Ferdinand (Ferry). Ecna, under the abbreviation
E.,, appears many times in Kafka's diaries, especially during the
second half of 1914 - i.c., after the breaking-ofl of his engagement
“to Felice, Her father, who came from Vienna, married the daughter
of a dyer living in Neustadt. In 1899 — when Felice was twelve —
the family moved from the small town in Silesia to Berlin, where
her father worked as an agent {or a foreign insurance company. For
six years, from 1904 to 1910, Felice’s parents lived apart, and Felice
"was anxious to help her mother to support the family. Thus, after
leaving school in 1908, she started work as a shorthand-typist with
.the gramophone record firm of Odeon; in 1909 she moved to the
firm of Carl Lindstrdm A. G., manufacturers of dictating machines
and Parlographs. Within a short time she was promoted to cxecu-
tive secretary.
" Until March 1913 the Bauers lived on Immanuclkirchstrasse, a
quiet but not particularly attractive street in Berlin’s East End.
Then they moved to Wilmersdor{erstrasse which at that time was
part of one of the smarter residential areas of Berlin's West End.
Felice’s father died in November 1914.
. In September 1916, encouraged by Kafka, Felice voluntecred for

wotk in the Jewish People's Home in Berlin, a centre for Jewish

relief work founded by Siegiried Lehmann in May of that year and

“situated near l:he Alexanderplatz, a section of Berlin largely in-

habited Dy East European Jews, both war refugees and immigrants.
Max Brod, Martin Bubor, and Gustav Landauer were among its

tlQEorter 5. The purposc of the 1Tome was the cultural and religious
education of the children and young people from these families,
some of whom were living in extremely reduced circumstances. The
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Letters to Felice 113

sames of several members of your family of whom I had never
beard were mentioned, including the name Ferry (might he be your
Wrother?),* and you wete telling us that as a little girl you had
often been beaten by brothers and cousins (also by Herr Fried-
sann?), and that you had felt almost defenceless against it. You
fan your hand down your left arm, which in those days had been
soveced with bruises, But you didn’t look at all sorry for yourself,
#od although I cannot account for it, I could not imagine how
sayone could have dared to beat you, however little you may have
been. — Then you remarked quite casually, while examining or
sading somiething (you did not iook up neatly often enough, and
siter all, it was such a short evening), that you had studied
Hebrew, While on the one hand 1 marvelled at this, on the other
{these are only the opinions formed at the time, and they have
yassed through a fine sieve since then) T would have preferred you
ot to have mentioned it with such exaggerated casualness, and so
1 was secretly delighted when later on you were unable to translate
Yel Aviv, — Then it also transpired that you are a Zionist, and this
sited me very well, — Still. in the same room there was some
discussion about your job, and Frau Brod mentioned a pretty
atiste dress she had seen in your hotel room, for I think you were
m your way to some wedding {I am doing more guessing than
mmembering) which was to take place in Budapest.” — When you
pt up it turned out that you were wearing Frau Brod's slippets,
Iecause your shoes had to be dried. The weather had been terrible
all day. These slippers bothered you a bit, and while walking
teough the dark centre room, you told me you wete used to
Wippers with heels. Such slippers were new to me. — In the music
wom you sat opposite me, and I began to spread out my manu-
pript. Everyone offered me funny advice as to how it should be
mailed, but I can no longer remember the advice you gave. What {
# remember is something which happened in the other room and
which so amazed me that I banged the tabie. You actualiy said you
mjoyed copying manusceipts, that you had also been copying
saauscripts in Berlin for some gentleman (curse the sound of that
poed when unaccompanied by name and explanationl) and you
' Max to send you some manusctipts. — The best I accom-
pished that evening was that I happened to have with me a copy
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11ived, and quite naturally wanted to know whether my way home
aad yours to your hotel were the same: but I, miserable fool that I
am, asked if you wanted my address, evidently assuming that you -
having hardly arrived in Berlin and fired by the idea of the teip to
Falestine ~ would at once want to write to me, and so were loath
10 run the risk of finding yourself in the desperate position of not
baving my address. This blunder, needless to say, disconcerted me
for the rest of the way, in so far as there was anything within me
to be disconcerted. ~ Even in the first room and again in the street,
there was some talk of a man in your Pragne branch who had
taken you that afternoon by carriage to Hradtany Castle. The
aistence of this man seemed to make it impossible for me to see
you off at the station next morning with flowers, which ! had been
tonsidering for some time. The eacly hour of your departure, the
impossthility of buying flowers at such a time, made renunciation
easler, — On Obstgasse and along the Graben, Director Brod did
most of the talking, while you told the story of how your mother
Mss the front door opened in answer to your clapping ~ a story,
lacldentally, for which you still owe me an explanation. Otherwise,
the time was shamefully wasted comparing the traffic in Prague
with that in Berlin. If I am not mistaken, mention was also made of
your having had a snack at the Repriisentationshaus® opposite
your hotel. Finally Herr Brod gave you some advice about your
journey and named several stations where you could get something
to eat. You intended to have breakfast in the dining car. It was
then that I heard you had left your umbrella on the train, and this
tifling detail (trifling for me) added a new dimension to my plcture
ok you, - That you had not yet packed, and still intended to read in
Med, made me uneasy. During the previous night you had read until
four in the morning, As reading matter for the journey you had
{Wought: Bjdrnson's Flags are Flying in Town and Harbour and

Andersen’s Picture-Book without Pictures. At the time I felt I
sbould have guessed you would bring these books, which of course I
®uld never have succeeded in doing. On entering the hotel some
Jort of embarrassment made me crowd Into your section of the
[MOMng door, and I very nearly trod on your feet, ~ Then the
Slree of us stood for a moment in front of the waiter near the

"evator in which you were to disappear almost at once, and the
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678 Notes — Letters to Fellce, 1916

274. See postcard of 9 August 1916,

275, Presumably Lily Braun, Memolren ciner Sozialistin {Memoirs ol
Socialist], 2 vols, Munich, 1909-11; see Kafka's letter to ux.
(November/December 1920), Briefe, p. 282,

276. Alfred Wolfensiein (1888-1945), German expresslonist poet. Kaf .4
accepted the invitation; on 10 November he read 'In the Pgs )
Colony' and poems by Max Brod. Felice was present, '

277. The fiest publication in the yearbook Arkadia bore the dedlcation,
‘To Friuleln Felice B.' See letter of 24 October 1912, :

278. The prose plece ‘A Dream’, an offshoot of The Trial, was ap-t
parently intended to be published together with Max Brod’s article
'Unsere Literaten und dle Gemeinschaft' ['Our Writers Znd the.
Community'] in the monthly Der Jude (ed. by Martin Buber), I, No. 7 .
(Octaber 1916), but was then published in an anthology, co-edited
by Martin Buber, Das jidische Prag [Jewish Prague] (Selbstwehr ,
Publishers, December 1916). It was also published on § Japuary °
1917, in Prager Tagblatt (magazine section), and agaln in Almanach
der Neuen Jugend auf das Jahr 1917 (Berlin' Neue Jugend) pp.
172 fF.

279., 'The Jewish People's Home was located nmong proletarian tene-
ments near the Alexanderplatz, See Klara Eschelbacher, ‘Dle

Wohnunpsfrage’ [“The Housing Problem’], Neue Jidische Monats..
hefte, 1V, Nos. 11~12.

280. Hugo Bergmann (1883~ ). philosopher, Zionist, later librarian at

the Hebrow National erys and professor at the _
281. Probably a refeince to the exhibition *Mother and Infant’ men-

tioned in his puaic.ird of 7 September 1916,

282. See note 278.

283. Robert Miller had written_in his survey article ‘Phantasie’, Die
Neue Rundschau, 1I (1916), pp. 1421 {.: *Kafka's otherwise ingenu-
ous nacrative act, which is fundamentally German, laudably sound,
in the vein of the meistersingers. is being deformed by hypothetical

patches on its beautiful material gatb.’ In his article 'Our Writers
and the Community', Max Brod says about Kafka; ‘Although the
word “Jew™ never occurs in his works, they are among the most
typically Jewish documents of our time.’

284. For Max Brod as a post office official, see Brod. Blography, p. 8L

285. See Diarjes (18 October 1916), 1I, pp. 166 L.

286. Kafka mentions this verdict also in his letter to Max Brod (mid-July
1916) from Marienbad (Briefe, p. 140).

287, -Arnold Zwelg (1887-1968). Ritualmord in Ungars: Yiidische Tragodie
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264- Dr. Siegfried Lehmann (1892-1958). Founder
of the Jewish people’s Home and a leading
figure in Jewish education in Berlin. Later in
Palestine — israel.  His article “Idee der
judischen Siedlung und des volkasheims”,
{Concept of the Jewish settlement and the
people’s Home] appeared in Judische
Rundschau. XXII, No. 9, pp. 76 {., and XXI1I,

SASA 238 LK

No. 10, pp. 83 1.

265- klabund (pseudonmym of Alfred Henschke,
1890-1928), German writer and poet, Gerson:
most porpably the actress Theresa Gerson,
who played the leading part in the movie Ein
lied fur Dich |A song for you], 1933. .
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A Country Doctor 119

A Country Doctor

I was in great perplexity; I had to start on an urgent joumey; a
seriously ill patient was waiting for me in a village ten miles off:
a thick blizzard of snow filled all the wide spaces between him and
me; I had a gig, a light gig with big wheels, exactly right for our
country roads; muffled in furs, my bag of instruments in my hand,

T'was in the courtyard all ready for the journey; but there was no
hQ[se to bg !‘lﬂdi no hngan_ WMy aum harea had Alad In tha alobs

16208, sVases LAy Uwves aUisw dau GICG D il Ngdv,
worn out by the fatigues of this icy winter; my servant-girl zras
now running round the village trying to borrow a horse; but it was*
hopeless, 1 knew it, and I stood there forlornly, with the snow
gathering more and more thickly upon me, more and more unable
to move, In the gateway the girl appeared, alone, and waved the
lantern; of course, who would lend a horse at this time for such
a journey? I strode through the courtyard once more; I could see
no way out; in my confused distress I kicked at the dilapidated
door of the year-long-uninhabited pig-sty. It flew open and flapped
to and fro on its hinges. A steam and smell as of horses came out
from it. A dim stable lantern was swinging inside from a rope. A
man, crouching on his hams in that low space, showed an open
blue-eyed face, ‘Shall I yoke up?* he asked, crawling out on all fours.
1 did not know what to say and merely stooped down to see what
else was In the sty, The servant-girl was standing beside me. ‘You
never know what you're going to find in your own house,’ she said,
and we both laughed. ‘Hey there, Brother, hey there, Sister}®
called the groom, and two hotses, enormous creatures with powerful
flanks, one after the other, their legs tucked close to their bodies,
each well-shaped head lowered like a camel’s, by sheer strength of
buttocking squeezed out through the door-hoie which they filied
entirely. But at once they were standing up, their legs long and
their bodies steaming thickly. ‘Give him a hand,’ I said, and the
willing girl hurried to help the groom with the hamessing. Yet
hardly was she beside him when the groom clipped hold of her and
pushed his face against hers. She screamed and fled back to me;
on her cheek stood out in red the marks of two rows of teeth. ‘You
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A Brother’s Murder 143

A Brother’s Murder

The evidence shows that the murder was committed in the follow-
ing manner:

Schmar, the murderer, took up his post about nine o°clock one
night in clear moonlight by the corner where Wese, his victim, had
to turn from the street where his office was into the street he lived in.

The night air was shivering cold. Yet Schmar was wearing only
a thin blue suit; the jacket was unbuttoned, too, He felt no cold;
besides, he was moving about all the time. His weapon, half a
bayonet and half a kitchen knife, he kept firmly in his grasp, quite
naked. He looked at the knife against the light of the moon; the
blade glittered; not enough for Schmar; he struck it against the
bricks of the pavement till the sparks flew; regretted that, pechaps;
and to repair the damage drew it like a violin-bow across his boot-
gole while he bent forward, standing on one leg, and listened both
to the whetting of the knife on his bont, and for any sound out of
the fateful side-street.

Why did Pallas, the private citizen, who was.watching it all from
his window near by in the second storey, permit it to happen?
Unriddle the mysteries of human naturet With his collar turned
up, his dressing-gown girt round his portly body, he stood laoking
down, shaking his head.

And five houses farther along, on the opposite side of the street,
Mtes Wese, with a fox-fur coat over her night-gown, peered out to
look for her husband who was lingering unusually late tonight.

At last there rang out the sound of the door-bell before Wese's
office, too loud for a door-bell, right over the town and up to
heaven, and Wese, the industrious night-worker, issued from the
building, still invisible in that street, only heralded by the sound of
the bell; at once the pavement registered his quiet footsteps.

Pallas bent far forward; he dared not miss anything. Mrs Wese,
reassured by the bell, shut her window with a clatter. But Schmar
knelt down; since he had no other parts of his body bare, he pressed
only his face and his hands against the pavement; where everything
else was freezing, Schmar was glowing hot.
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A Report to an Academy 147

A
£

Honoured Members of the Academy!

You have done me the honour of inviting me to give your
Academy an account of the life I formerly led as an ape.

1 regret that I cannot comply with your request to the extent you
desire. It is now nearly five years since I was an ape, a short space of
time, perhaps, according to the calendar, but an infinitely long time
to gallop through at full speed, as I have done, more or less ac-
companied by excellent mentors, good advice, applause, and or-
chestral music, and yet essentially alone, since all my escorters kept
well off the course so as not to spoil the picture. I could never have
achieved what I have done had 1 been stubbornly set on clinging
to my origins, to the remembrances of my youth. In fact, to give up
being stubborn was the supreme commandment I laid upon myself;
free ape as I was, I submitted myself to that yoke. In revenge, how-
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ever, my memary of the past has closed the door against me more
and more. I could have returned ot first, had human beings allowed
it, through an archway as wide as the span of heaven over the
earth, but as 1 spurced myself on in my forced career, the opening
narrowed and shrank behind me; T felt more comfortable In the
warld of men and fitted it better; the strong wind that blew after me
out of my past began to slacken; today it Is only a gentle puff of air
that plays around my heels; and the opening in the distance,
through which it comes and through which I once came myself, has
grown so small that, even if my strength and my will-power sufficed
to get me back to it, I should have to scrape the vety skin from
my body to craw} through. To put it plainly, much as I like ex-
pressing myself in images, to put it plainly: your life as apes,
gentlemen, in so far as something of that kind Hes behind you, can-
not be farther removed from you than mine is from me. Yet every-
one on earth feels a tickling at the heels; the small chimpenzee and
the great Achilles alike,

But to a lesser extent 1 can perhaps meet your demand, and In-
deed T do =o with the greatest pleasure. The first thing [ learned
was to glve a handshake; a handshake betokens frankness; well,
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Josephine the Singer, or the Mouse-folk

Our singer is called Josephine. Anyone who has not heard her doek
not kmow the power of song. There is no one but is carried away
by her singing, a tribute all the greater as we are not in general
a music-loving race. Tranquil peace is the music we love best: our
life is hard, we are no longer able, even on occasions when we have
tried to shake off the cares of daily life, to rise to anything so high
and remote from our usdal routine as music. But we do not much
lament that; we do not get even so far; a certain practical cunning,
which admittedly we stand greatly in need of, we hold to be our
greatest distinction, and with a smile born of much cunning we are
wont to console ourselves for all shortcomings, even supposing ~
only it does not happen — that we were to yearn once in a way for

the kind of bliss which music may provide. Josephine is the sole
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Jackals and Arabs

We were camping in the oasis. My companions were asleep, The
tall white figure of an Arab passed by; he had been seeing to the
camels and was on his way to his own sleeping-place.

I threw myself on my back in the grass; I tried to fall asleep; I
could not; a jackal howled in the distance; [ sat up again. And what
had been so far away was all at once quite near. Jackals were
swarming round me, eyes gleaming dull gold and vanishing again,
lithe bodies moving nimbly and rhythmically, as if at the crack of a
whip. )

One jackal came from behind me, nudging right under my arm,
pressing against me, as if he needed my warmth, and then stood
before me and spoke to me almost eye to eye.

‘I am the oldest jackal far. and wide. I am delighted to have met
you here at last. I had almost given up hope, since we have been
waiting endless years for you; my mother waited for you, and her
mother, and all our foremothers right back to the first mother of all
the jackals, It is true, believe me!"
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The New Advocate

We have a new advocate, Dr Bucephalus. There is little in his
appearance to remind you that he was once Alexander of Macedon’s
battle-charger. Of course, if you know his story, you are aware of
something. But even a simple usher whom I saw the other day
on the front steps of the Law Courts, a man with the professional
appraisal of the regular small punter on a racecourse, was running
an admiring eye over the advocate as he mounted the marble steps
with a high action that made them ring beneath his feet.

astonishing insight people tell themselves that. modern society
being what it is, Bucephalus is in a difficult position, and therefore,
considering also his importance in the history of the world, he
deserves at least a friendly reception. Nowadays — it cannot be
denied ~ there is no Alexander the Great. There are plenty of men
who know how to murder people; the skill needed to reach over
a banqueting table and pink a friend with a lance is not lacking;
and for many Macedonia is too confining, so that they curse Philip,
the father — but no one, no one at all, can blaze a trail to India.
Even in his day the gates of India were beyond reach, yet the
King's sword pointed the way to them. Today the gates have re-
ceded to remoter and loftier places; but no one points the way:
many carry swords; but only to brandish them, and the eye that
tries to follow them is confused.

So perhaps it is really best to do as Bucephalus has done and
absorb oneself in law books. In the quiet lamplight, his flanks
unhampered by the thighs of a rider, free and far from the clamour
of battle, he reads and turns the pages of our ancient tomes.
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Baxly

I have eleven sons,

The first is outwardly rather insignificant, but sericus and clever:
yet, although I love him as I Jove all my children, I do not rate him
very highly. His mental processes seem to me to be too simple. He
looks neither to right nor left, nor into the distance; he is for ever
running round and round, or rather turms about, within his own
little circle of thoughts.

The second is handsome, slim, well-made; one draws one’s breath
with delight to watch him with a fencing foil. He is clever too, but
hag experience of the world as well; he has seen much, and there-
fore even our native country seems to yield more secrets to him
than to the stay-at-home. Yet T am sure that this'advantage is not
only and not even essentially due to his travels, it is rather an
attribute of his own inimitable nature, which is acknowledged for
instance by everyone who has ever tried to copy him in, let us say,
the fancy high-dive he does into the water, somersaniting several
times over, yet with almost violent self-control. To the very end
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A Hunger Artist

Four Stories

First Sorrow

A trapeze artist - this art, practised high in the vaulted domes of
the great variety theatres, is admittedly one of the most difficult
hurmanity can achieve - had so arranged his life that, as long as he
kept working in the same building, he never came down from his
trapeze by night or day, at first only from a desire to perfect: his
skill, but later because custom was too strong for him. Al his
needs, very modest needs at that, were supplied by relays of atten-
dants who watched from below and sent up and hauled dowa again
In specially constructed containers whatever he tequired, This way
of living cavsed no particular inconvenience to the theatrical
people, except that. whea other tums were on the stage, his being
still up alofr, which could not be dissembled, proved somewhat
distracting, as also the fact that, althongh at such times he mostly
kept very still, he drew a stray glance here and there from the
puble, Yer the management overlooked this, because he was an
&xtraordinary and unique artist. And, of course, they recognized that
this mode of life was no mere prank, and that only in this way could
he really keep himself in constant practice and his art at the pitch of
its perfecton.

Besides, it was guite healthy up thers, and when in the warmer
seasons of the year the side windows all round the dome of the
theatre were thrown open and sun and fresh air came pouring
frresistibly into the dusky vault, it was even beautiful. True, his
social life was somewhar limited, only sometimes a fellow-acrobat
swarmed up the ladder to him, and then they both sat on the
trapeze, leaning left and sight against the supporting ropes, and
chatted, or bullders’ workmen repaiting the roof eschanged a few
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Troubles of a Householder

Some say the word Odradek® is of Slavonic origin, and try to ac-
count for it on that basis. Others again believe it to be of German
origin, only influenced by Slavonic, The uncertainty of both inter-
pretations allows one to assume with justice that neither is accurate,
especially as neither of them provides an intelligent meaning of the
word.

No one, of course, would occupy himself with such studies if

there were not a creature called Odradek. At first glance it looks like

a flat star-shaped spool for thread, and indeed it does seem to have
thread wound upon it; to be sure, only old, broken-off bits of
thread are eligible, not merely knotted but tangled together, of the
most varied sorts and colours. But it is not only a spool, for a small
wooden cross-bar sticks out of the middle of the star, and another
small rod is joined to that at a right angle. By means of this latter
rod on one side and one of the points of the star on the other, the
whole thing can stand upright as if on two legs.

One is tempted to believe that the creature once had some sort
of intelligible shape and is now only a broken-down remnant. Yet
this does not seem to be the case; at least there is no sign of it;
nowhere is there an unfinished or unbroken surface to suggest any-
thing of the kind; the whole thing looks senseless enough but in its
own way perfectly finished. In any case, closer scrutiny is impossible,
since Odradek is extraordinarily nimble and can never be laid hold
of.

He lurks by turns in the garcet, the stairway, the lobbies, the
entrance hall. Often for months on end he is not to be seen; then he
has presumably moved into other houses; but he always comes
falthfully back to our house again. Many a time when you £o out of
the door and he happens just to be leaning directly beneath you
against the banisters, you feel inclined to speak to him. Of course,
you put no difficult questions to him, you treat him - he is so
diminutive that you cannot help it — rather like a child, ‘Well,

*Qdradek means in Czech something like ‘outside-the law' ~ Editor's
note.
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Wedding Preparations in the Country

[First Manuscript (A)]

I

When Eduard Raban, coming along the passage, walked into the
open doorway, he saw that it was raining. It was not raining much,

On the pavement straight in front of him there were many
people walking in various rhythms. Every now and again one would
step forward and cross the road. A little girl was holding a tired
little dog in her outstretched hands. Two gentlemen were ex-
changing information. The one held his hands palm-upward, raising
and lowering them in regular motion, as though he were balancing
a load. Then one caught sight of a lady whose hat was heavily
laden with ribbons, buckles, and flowers. And hurrying past was
a young man with a thin walking-stick, his left hand, as though
paralysed, flat on his chest. Now and then there came men who
were smoking, bearing small upright elongated clouds along ahead
of them. Three gentlemen — two holding light-weight overcoats on
their crooked "ore-arms — several times walked forward from the
front of the buildings to the edge of the pavement, surveyed what
was going on there, and then withdrew again, talking.

Through the gaps between the passers-by one could see the
regularly laid stones of the carriage-way. There carriages on delicate
high wheels were drawn along by horses with craning necks. The

people who sat at ease on the upholstered seats gazed in silence at

the pedestrians, the shops, the balconies, and the sky. If it hap-
pened that one carriage overtook another, then the horses would
press against each other, and 'the harness-straps hung dangling.
The animals tugged at the shafts, the carriage bowled along, sway-
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Letter to His Father:

Dearest Father,

You asked me recently why I maintain I am afrald of you.
As usual, 1 was unable to think of my- answet- to your ques-
tion, partly for the very reason that I am afraid of you, and pactly
because an explanation of the grounds for this fear would mean
going into far more details than I could even approximately keep
in mind while talking. And if X now try to give you an answer in
writing, Jt will still be very incomplete, because even in writing
this fear and its consequences hamper me in relation to you and
because [anywsy] the magnitude of the subject goes far beyond
the scope of my memory and powet of reasoning.

To you the matter always seemed very simple, at least in as far
as you talked about it in front of me, and without discriminatdon in
front of many other people. It looked to you more or less as follows:
you have worked hard all your life, have sactificed everything for
your children, sbove all for me, consequently I have lived ‘like a
fighting-cock’, have been completely at liberty to learn whatever
wanted, and have had no cause for material worries, which means
wortles of any kind at all. You have not expected any gratitude for
this, knowing what °children’s gratitude’ is like, but have expected .
at least some sort of obligingness, some sign of sympathy. Instead
I have always dodged you and hidden from you, in my room,
among my books, with crazy friends, or with extravagant ideas. I
have never talked to you frankly, I have never come to you when
you were in the synagogue, never visited you at Franzenshad, nor
indeed ever shown any family feeling, I have never taken any

interest in the business or your other concerns, I left the factory on
your hands and left you in the lurch, I encouraged Ottla? in her
obstinacy, and never lifted a finger for you (never even got you a

theatre-ticket), while 1 do everything for my friends. If you sum
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FRANZ KAFKA.

(b. July 3. 1883, Prague. Bohemia. Austria-Hungary [now in
Czech

Republic]-d. June 3. 1¥24. Kierling, near Vietna, Austria).
Czech-born German-language writer of visionary fiction. whose

posthumously published novels—especially Der Prozess (1925.
The Trial) aund Das Schloss (1926: The Castle)--express the anxicties
and alienation of 20th~century man.

Life

Franz Kaflea the son of lulie T, nlw and Hermann Kaflkea a

ACAERE, ARFIALRR. TAlw OWALl Wa W seaaw {3RE0E A LW TRAAAIL AR RRTEY a

merchant, was born into a middle-class Jewish family. Afier two
brothers died in infancy. he became the oldest child, remaining forever
couscious of his role as older brother; Ottla, the youngest of his three
sisters, became the family member closest to him. Kafka strongly
identified with his maternal ancestors because of their spirituality.
intellectunl  distinction, piety. rabbinical leaming. eccentricity,
melancholy disposition. and delicate physical and mental constitution.
He was not, however. particularly close to his mother, a simple
woman devoted to her children, Subservient to her overwhelming, ill-
tempered husband and his exacting business, she shared with her
spouse a lack of comprehension of their son's unprofitable and
possibly unhenlthy dedication to the literary "recording of [his}. ..
dreamlike inner life."

The figure of Kafka's father overshadowed Kafka's work as
well as his existence; the figure is, in fact, one of his most impressive
creations. For, in his imapination. this coarse. practical. and
domineering shopkeeper and patriarch, who worshiped nothing but
material success and social advancement, belonged to a race of giants
and was an awesome, admirable, but repulsive tyrant. In Kafka's most
important attempt at autobiography, "Brief an den Vater” (written
1919: "Letter to Father"), a letter that never reached the addressee,
Kaflka attributed his failure to live--to cut loose from parental ties and
establish himself in marriage and fatherhood--as well as his escape

W



into literature, to the prohibitive father figure, which instilled in him
the sense of his own impotence. He felt his will had been broken by
his father. The conflict with the father is reflected directly in Kafka's
story Das Urteil (1916; The Judgment). It is projected on a grander
scale in Kafka's novels. which portray in Iucid, deceptively simple
prose a man's desperate struggle with an overwhelming power. one
that may persecute its victim (as in The Trial) or one that may be
sought after and begged in vain for approval (as in The Castle). Yet
the roots of Kafka's anxiety and despair go deeper than his
refationship to his father and family, with whomn he chose to live in
close and cramped proximity for the major part of his adult life., The
source of Kafka's despair lies in a sense of ultimate isolation from
true communion with all human beings—the friends he cherished. the
women he loved. the job he detested. the society he lived in--and with
God. or, as he put it. with true indestructible Being,

The som of a would-be assimilated Jew who held only
perfunctorily to the religious practices and social formalities of the
Jewish community. Kafka was German both in language and culture.
He was a timid. guilt-ridden. and obedient child who did well in
elementary school and in the Altstidter Staatsgymnasium, an exacting
high school for the academic elite, He was respected and liked by his
teachers. lowardly. however. he rebelled against the authoritarian
instintion and the debumanized humanistic carriculum. with its
emphasis on rote learning and classical langnages. Kafka's opposition
to established society became apparent when. as an adolescent. he

2lanlnend Tazenoa e
declared himself a socialist as well as an atheist. Throughout his adult

life he expressed qualified sympathies for the socialists. attended
meetings of the Czech Anarchists (before World War I); and, in his
later vears. showed marked interest and sympathy for a socialized
Zionism. Even then he was essentially passive and politically
unengaged. As a Jew. Kafka was isolated from the German
community _in_ Prague. but as a modem infellectual he was also
aliennied from his own Jewish heritage. He was sympathetic to Czech
political and cultural aspirations. but his identification with German
culture_kept even these sympathies subdued. Thus, social isolation and
rootlessness _contributed to Kafka's lifelong personal unhappiness.
Kafka did. however. become friendly with some German-Jewish
intellectuals and literati in Prague. and in 1902 he met Max Brod; this
minor literary artist became the most intimate and solicitous of
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Kafka's friends. and eventually he emerged as the promoter, saviour.
and interpreter of Kafka's writings and as his most influential
biographer.

The two men became acquainted while Kafka tas
indifferently studying law at the University of Prague, He received his
doctorate in [906, and in 1907 he took up regular employment with an
insurance company. The long hours and cxacting requirements of the
Assicurazioni Generali. however. did not permit Kafka to devote
himself to writing. In 1908 he found in Prague a job in the
seminationalized Workers' Accident Insurance Institute for the
Kingdom of Bohemia. There he remained until 1917, when
tuberculosis forced him to take intermittent sick leaves and. finally. to
retire (with a pension) in 1922, about two vears before he died. In his
job he was considered tireless and ambitious; he soon became the
right hand of his boss. and he was esteemed and liked by all who
worked with him,

In fact, generally speaking. Kafka was a charming. intelligent.
and humorons individual but he found his rontine office job and the
exhausting double life into which it forced him (for his nights were
frequently consumed in writing) to be excruciating torture, and his
deeper personal relationships were nenrotically dismrbed, The
conflicting inclinations of his complex and ambivalent personality
found expression in his sexual relationships, Inhibition painfully
disturbed his relations with Felice Bauer. to whom he was twice
engaged before their final rupture in 1917, Later his love for Milena
Jesenska Pollak was also thwarted, His health was poor and office
work exhausted him. In 1917 he was diagnosed as having
tuberculosis, and from then onward he spent frequent periods in
sanatoriums,

In 1923 Kafka went to Berlin to escape from his paternal
family and devote himself to writing. In Berlin he found new hope in
the companionship of a young Jewish socialist. Dora Dymant, but his
stay was cut short by a decisive deterioration of his health during the
winter of 1924. After a brief final stay in Prague. where Dora Dymant
Jjoined him. he died in a clinic near Vienna,
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Works.

Sought out by leading avant-garde publishers, Kafka
reluctautly published a few of his writings during his lifetime. These
publications include two sections (1909) from Beschreibung eines
Kampfes (1936, Description of a Struggle), Betrachtung (1913:
Meditation). a collection of short prose pieces: and other works
representative of Kafka's maturity as an artist--T/e Juclgment, a long
story written in 1912: two further long stodes. Die [erwandiung
(1915 Metamorphosis) and In der Strafkolonie (1919: In the Penal
Colonyy. and a collection of short prose. Ein Landarzt (1919 4
Country Doctor), Ein Hungerkinstler (1924 4 Hunger Artist), four
stories exhibiting the concision and lucidity characterisiic of Kafka's
Iate style. had been prepared by the author but did not appear until
after hic daath

In fact, misgivings about his work caused Kufka before his
death to request that all of his unpublished manuscripts be destroyed:
his literary executor. Max Brod. disregarded his instructions. Brod
published the uwovels The Trial. The Castle, and Amerikain 1925.
1926. and 1927, respectively: and a collection of shorter pieces. Beim
Bau der chinesischen Mauer (The Grear Wall of Ching). in 1931.
Such early works by Kaflka as Descripfion of a Struggle (begun about
1904) and Meditation, though their style is more concretely imaged
and their structure more incoherent than that of the later works, are
already original in a characteristic way. The characters in these works
fail to establish communication with others: they follow a hidden logic
that flouts normal. evervday logic: their world erupts in grotesque
incidems and violence. Each chamcter is only an anguished voice,
vainly questing for information and understanding of the world and
for a way to believe in his own identity and purpose.

Many of Kafka's fables contain an inscrutable, baffling
mixture of the normal and the fantastic, though occasionally the
strangeness may be undersiood as the outcome of a literary or verbal
device. as when the delusions of a pathological state are given the
status of reality. or the metaphor of a common figure of speech is
taken literally. Thus, in The Judement, a son nnquestioningly commits
suicide at the behest of his aged father. In The Metamorphosis the son
wakes up to find himself transformed into a monstrous and repulsive
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insect: he slowly dies, not only because of his family's shame and its
neglect of him but because of his own guilty despair.

Many of the tales are even more unfiathomable. [n the Penal
Colony presents an officer who demonstrates his devotion to duty by

enhmiftine himeslf ta fhe anmalline (and clinicallv  described)
sapmiftmg  umsell (o e appailin g (and clmically described)

mutilations of his own instrument of torture. This theme. the
ambiguity of a task's value and the horror of devotion to it--one of
Kafka's constant preoccupations--appears again in "A Hunger Arfist."
The fable "Vor dem Gesetz" (1914: "Before the Law." later
incorporated into The Trial) presents both the inaccessibility of
meaning (the "law") and man's tenacions longing for it. A group of
fables written in 1923-24, the last year of Kafka's life, all centre on
the individual's vain but vndaunted struggle for understanding and
security.

Many of the motifs in the short fables recur in the novels. In
Ameriku. for example. the boy Karl Rossmann has been sent by his
family 10 America. There he seeks shelter with a number of father
figures. His innocence and simplicity are everywhere exploited, and a
last chapter describes his admission to a dreamworld. the "nature-
theatre of Oklahoma". Kafka made a note that Rossmann was
ultimately 1o perisl. In The Trial. Joseph K.. an able and conscientious
bank official and 2 bachelor. is awnkened by bailiffs, who aurest him.
The investigation in the magistrate's court turns into a squalid farce,
the charge against him is never defined. and from this point the courts
take no finther initiative. But Joseph K. consumes himself in a search
for inaccessible courts and for an acquittal from his unknown offense.
He appeals to intermediaries whose advice and explanations produce
new bewilderment: he adopts absurd stratagems: squalor, darkness.
and lewdness attend his search. Resting in a cathedral, he is told by a
priest that his protestations of innocence are themselves a sign of guilt
and that the justice he is forced 10 seek must forever be barred 1o him.
A last chapter describes his execution as, still looking around
desperately for help. he protests to the last. This is Kafka's blackest
work: evil is evervwhere. acquittal or redemption is inaccessible.
frenzied effort only indicates man's real impotence.

In The Custle, one of Kafka's last works. the setting is a village
dominated by a castle. Time seems to have stopped in this wintry
landscape. and nearly all the scenes occur in the dark. K. arrives al the
village claiming to be a land surveyor appointed by the castle
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authorities. His claim is rejected by the village officials. and the novel
recounis K.'s efforts to gain recognition from an authority that is as
elusive as Joseph K.'s courls. But K. is not a victim; he is an
aggressor. challenging both the petty. arrogant officials and the
villagers who accept their authority. All of his stratagems fail. Like
Joseph K.. he mmkes love 1o a servant. the barmaid Frieda. but she
leaves him when she discovers that he is simply using her. Brod
observes that Kafka intended that K. should' die exhausted by his
efforts. bui that on his deathbed he was to receive a permit to stay.
There are new elements in this novel: it is tragic. not desolate. While
the majority of Kafka's characters are mere functions. Frieda isa
resolute person. calm and matter-of-fact. K. gains through her
personality some insight info a possible solution of his quest. and
when he speaks of her with affection. he seems himself to be breaking
through his sense of isolation.

Kafka's sitories and novels have provoked a weaith of
interpretations. Brod and Kafka's foremost English transiators, Willa
and Edwin Muir. viewed the novels as allegories of divine grace.
Existentinlists have seen Kafka's environment of gunilt and despair as
the ground upon which to constroct an authentic existence. Some have
seen his neurotic involvement with his father as the heart of his work:
others have emphasized the social crificisnu the inhumanity of the
powerful and their agents. the violence and barbarity that lurk beneath
normal rowtine. Some have found an imaginative anticipation of
totalitarianisin in the random and faceless bureaucratic terror of The
Trial. The Surrealists delighted in the persistent inirusions of the
absurd. There is evidence in both the works and the diaries for each of
these interpretations. but Kafka's work as a whole transcends them all.
One critic may have put it most accurately when be wrote of the
works as "open parables” whose final meanings can never be rounded
off.

But Kafka's oeuvre is also limited, Each of his works bears the
marks of a man suffering in spirit and body. searching desperately. but
always imwardly, for meaning. security, self-worth. and a sense of
purpose. Kafka himself looked upon his writing and the creative act it
signified as a means of "redemption," as a "form of prayer" through
which he might be reconciled 10 the world or might transcend his
negative experience of it. The Iucidly described but inexplicable
darkness of his works reveal Kafka's own frustrated personal
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struggles. bul through his powerless characters and the strange
incidents that befall them the anthor achieved a compelling symbolism
that more broadly signifies the anxiety and alienation of the 20th-
century world itself.

At the time of his death, Kafka was appreciated only by a
small literary coferie. His name and work would not have survived if
Max Brod had honoured Kafka's testament—two notes requiring his
friend to destroy all unpublished manuscripts and to refrain from
republishing the works that had already appeared in print. Brod took
the opposite conrse, and thus the name and work of Kafka gained
worldwide posthumous fame. This development took place first
during the regime of Adolf Hitler. in France and the English-speaking
countries--at the very time when Kufka's three sisters were deported
and killed in concentration camps. After 1945 Kafka was
rediscovered in Germanyv and Austria and began to greatly influence
German literature. By the 1960s. this influcnce extended even to the
inteflectual. literary. and political life of Comununist Czechoslovakia.

Major Works

MAJOR WORKS. Nevels (all published posthumounsly). Der
Prozess (1925: The Trial), Das Schloss (1926; The Castle). Amerika
(1927)—all translated by Willa and Edwin Muir.

Stories

Betrachtung  (1913: Meditation in In the Penal Nettlement:
Tales and Short Prose IForksy. Das Urteil (1916; The Sentence, also
trans. as The Judgment). Die Ferwandlung (1915: Metamorphosis in
Metumorphosis and Other Stories), In der Strafkolonic (1919 In the
Penal Colony in Metamorphosis end Other Swries). Ein Landarz:
(1919: 4 Coumtry Doctor). Beim Bau der chinesischen Mauer
{published posthumously. 1931; The Girear IFall of China in
Description uf a Struggle and The Grear Fall of China).

BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Useful bibliographies inclode Hanry Jarv. Die Kafka-Literatur
(1961). most comprehensive: and Angel Flores. .4 Kafka Bibliography
1908-1976 (19706),
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Editions

The most comprehensive edition of Kaflaa's works (though
neither critical nor complete) is the (iesammefte Werke, ed. by Max

~1 21032A ~3 e

NDo.1 O .. LY, S, - URUN, T | N - ~e o

DIOU, © VOL. {170.4=-/0U), WILCI] HNICINAES TWO volumes o1 1etiers.
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Biography.

The most important biographies are the intimate. congenial.
basic (if biased) account of Max Brod. Franz Kafka (1937); and the
more factual and detailed study of Kafka's yonth by Klaus
Wagenbach. Franz Kafka: Eine Biographie seiner Jugend, 1883-1912
(1958). Emst Pawel. The Nightmare of Reason: A Life of Franz Kafka
(1984), is a later biography that corrects many misinterpretations of
previons biographies.

Letters

English translations of his letters include: E. Heller and J. Born
(eds.). Briefe an Felice (1967: Letters to Felice, 1973). aund Hartouf
Binder and Klaus Wagenbach (eds.). Briefe an Otila und die Famili¢
(1974: Letters 1o Ontla and the Family, 1982).

Critical studies.

Heinz Politzer, Franz Kafka, Parahle amd Paradox (1962),
aesthetic and psychological analyses of texts: Wilhelmn Emrich, Franz
Kafku (19538; Eng. trans. 1968). philosophical; Walter H. Sokel. Franz
Kafka. Trugik wund Ironie (1964). a psychoanalytical reading: Ronald
D. Grav (ed.). Kafka: A Collection of Critical Essays (1962); Angel
Flores. The Kafka Debate: New Perspective for Qur Time (1977), new
and reprinted essays, and inclnding the bibliography noted above;
Gunther Auders, Kafka (195]: Enp. trans, 1960); and J.P. Stern (ed.).
The Horld of Franz Kafka (1980).
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