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The Status of the Cousin among the Arabs in the Light of
Ancient Poetry (until the End of the Umayyad Period)

Muhammad S. al-Sudais
Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper is a survey of ancient Arabic poetry from pre-Islamic times to the end of the
Umayyad period. Its aim is to shed light upon common concepts, attitudes and practices pertaining to the
relationship between an Arab and his cousins (on the father’s side). The works examined give the impres-
sion that a cousin enjoyed a respected position in old tribal Arab society. Sympathy, support, and loyalty
towards a cousin are expressed in many texts. Jahilf texts express special attitudes towards ibn al ‘amm,
which Islam emphasizes afterwards under the more rational concept of silat ar-rahim. It is not, therefore,

surprising that such pre-Islamic custom is condoned by Islam. On the other hand, Islam disapproves of
‘asabiyya upon which relationships among members of a tribe are built in the jghiliyya. At the same time,
negative attitudes taken by men against their cousins are echoed in poetry. Attitudes such as hatred,
jealousies, etc., are reflected in the bitter and painful poetry expressed by poets.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

