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حمادة محمد الحسيني دهينةد. 
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د. محمد بخيت قواقزة
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The Issue of Translating Antonyms in the Holy 

Quran into English 

 This research seeks to investigate the issue of translating 

Qur'anic verses in which a single word may have two 

possible opposite meanings in Arabic. The main concern of 

this study is to examine the various errors that exist in 

Qur'anic translations in the process of transferring opposite 

words. The occurrence of such errors can be explained by 

the existence of two opposite meanings in the word being 

translated. For this very reason, the translators often take 

one of these meanings, and neglect the other. 

 The issues faced by the translators of the Holy Quran 

can be summed up in ten points: literal translation, the 

translators' lack of knowledge of interpreters and linguists' 

disagreement concerning the meaning of the word, 

generalization of word meaning, specification of word 

meaning, the focus on transferring basic meanings and the 

negligence of secondary meanings, the absence of the word 

in the target language that faithfully expresses the same 

meaning in the source language, taking the most logical 

opinion, the existence of another famous meaning other 
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than the two opposite meanings, the translator personal 

interpretation, and not translating the word of opposite 

meanings either intentionally or inadvertently. 

Key words: opposition, translation, and meaning.  
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Translation 

of the meanings of the noble Qur’an in the English 
language

 

 

                                                           

 (1) Al-hilālī. M. T & Khan. M. M. Translation of the meanings of 

the noble Qur’an in the English language. Madinah: King Fahd 
complex for the printing of the Holy Qur’an. P. . 

 http://qurancomplex.org 
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ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ )
(   ٹ ٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڤ
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(ٹ ٹ )
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(ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ)
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Verily, the Hour is coming — and I am almost hiding it 

from Myself — that every person may be rewarded for that 

which he strives
 (1)
.  

  

Lo! the Hour is surely coming. But I will to keep it 

hidden, that every soul may be rewarded for that which it 

striveth (to achieve)
 (2) .
 

  

The Hour is coming; I would conceal it that every soul 

may be recompensed for its labours
 (3)
.  

  

The hour of Doom is sure to come. But I choose to keep 

it in hidden
 (4)
.  

                                                           

 (1) Al-hilālī. M. T & Khan. M. M. Translation of the meanings of 
the noble Qur’an in the English language. Madinah: King Fahd 
complex for the printing of the Holy Qur’an. P. 415. 

 (2) Pickthall. M. M (1990). The meaning of the glorious Ouran. 

London ; Boston: New Delhi: University Book Stall. p.327.

 (3) Arberry. A. J(1980). The Koran Interpreted. Allen Unwin. 

P.185.

 (4) Dawood. N. J(1990). The Koran. London: Penguin 

Books.5ed.p.225.
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I am almost 

hiding it 

from 

Myself 

I will to 

keep it 

hidden 

I would 

conceal it 

I choose 

to keep it 

in hidden 
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ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ )
(   ۅ ۅ

(   ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ)
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ۈ  ۈ)
(   ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ

  

 Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while 

you know (that He Alone has the right to be worshipped)
(3)
.  

  

                                                           

( )

 

( )        

  

 King Fahd complex. P. 6. ( ) 
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And do not set up rivals to Allah when ye know 

(better)
(1)
.  

  

So set not up compeers to God wittingly
(2)
.  

  

 Do not knowingly set up other gods beside him
(3)
.  

    

rivals Rivals compeers other 

gods 

    

rivalscompeers

other 

gods

                                                           

 Pickthall. p.31. ( )

Arberry. P.20. ( )

Dawood.p.335. ( )
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ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ )
(   پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ

                                                           

( )

http://www.alukah.net/sharia/0/49365 
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ة ُُ نا فُلَا
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And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man 

who has no wife and the woman who has no husband) and 

(also marry) the Salihun (pious, fit and capable ones) of 

your (male) slaves and maid-servants (female slaves)
 (1)
.  

  

And marry such of you as are solitary and the pious of 

your slaves and maid-servants
(2)
.  

  

Marry the spouseless among you, and your slaves and 

handmaidens that are righteous
(3)
.  

  

Take in marriage those among you who are single and 

those of your male and female slaves who are honest
(4)
.  

    

single (i.e. a man solitary spouseless single 
                                                           

 King Fahd complex. P. 415. ( ) 

 Pickthall. p.367. ( )

 Arberry. P.214. ( )

 Dawood.p.217. ( )
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who has no wife 

and the woman 

who has no 

husband) 

  
  

single

spouseless

singlea man 

who has no wife and the woman who has no husband

solitary

                                                           

 

(

 



 

 

 

 

242 

single

spouseless

single

single

solitarysolitary

 

ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ )
پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ 

(   ٿ ٿ ٿ
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(  ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ)

ی ئج ئح )(   ہ ہ ہ)
(   ئم
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(   ی ئج ئح ئم ئى ئي بج)

  

And (remember) when We delivered you from Fir‘aun’s 
(Pharaoh) people, who were afflicting you with a horrible 

torment, killing your sons and sparing your women, and 

therein was a mighty trial from your Lord
(2)
. 

  

 And (remember) when We did deliver you from 

Pharaoh's folk, who were afflicting you with dreadful 
                                                           

 

King Fahd complex. P.11. ( ) 
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torment, slaying your sons and sparing your women: that 

was a tremendous trial from your Lord
(1)
.  

  

 And when We delivered you from the folk of Pharaoh 

who were visiting you with evil chastisement, slaughtering 

your sons, and sparing your women; and in that was a 

grievous trial from your Lord
(2)
.  

  

 Remember how we delivered you from Pharaoh’s 
people, who had oppressed you cruelly, slaying your sons 

and sparing your daughters. Surly that’s was a great trail 

from your Lord
(3)
.  

    

trial trial trial trial 

                                                           

 Pickthall. p.34. ( )

 Arberry. P.22. ( )

 Dawood. P. 337. ( )
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trial

trial
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(   ھ ھ ھ ے)

 

ھ ھ ھ )
(  ے
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 So I swear by the afterglow of sunset
(3)
.  

  

                                                           

 

 King Fahd complex. P. 825. ( ) 
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Oh, I swear by the afterglow of sunset
(1)
. 

  

 No! I swear by the twilight
(2)
. 

  

I swear by the glow of sunset
(3)
. 

    

the 

afterglow of 

sunset 

the 

afterglow 

of sunset 

the 

twilight 

the glow 

of sunset 

 

   
                                                           

 Pickthall. p.613. ( )

 Arberry. P.360. ( )

 Dawood.p.49. ( )
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afterglowtwilightglow

afterglowglow

twilightafterglowglowُُن تدلّا
twilight

sunset

twilight

(   ڤ ڤ ڤ)
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So the (garden) became black by the morning, like a 

pitch dark night (in complete ruins)
 (2)
.  

  

 And in the morning it was as if plucked
(3)
. 

  

And in the morning it was as if it were a garden 

plucked
(4)
.  

  

And in the morning it was black as midnight
(5)
. 

                                                           

 King Fahd complex. P.775. ( ) 

 Pickthall. p.583. ( )

 Arberry. P.342. ( )

 Dawood.p.62. ( )
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So the 

(garden) 

became black 

by the 

morning, like 

a pitch dark 

night (in 

complete 

ruins). 

 

it was as 

if 

plucked. 

 

as if it 

were a 

garden 

plucked 

was black 

as 

midnight 
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(   ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ)
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( ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ)

  

Surely, I did believe that I shall meet my Account!
 (4)
 

                                                           

 

 

 

 King Fahd complex. P.781. ( ) 
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Surely I knew that I should have to meet my 

reckoning
(1)
.  

  

Certainly I thought that I should encounter my 

reckoning
(2)
.  

  

I knew that I should come to my account
(3)
.  

    

believe 

 
knew thought knew 

    

                                                           

 Pickthall. p.585. ( )

 Arberry. P.344. ( )

 Dawood.p.61. ( )
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knew

believethought

knew

تخ تم تى تي ثج ثم ثى ثي جح )
(   جم حج حم خج خح خم سج سح سخ سم صح صم ضج ضح

سج سح )
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لِِاناُإلَُِّ (  سم سخ
(   ئې ئې ئى ئى ئى ی)

(  سم سج سح سخ)
(   ئې ئې ئى ئى)

(   ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ)
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And when it was said: “Verily, Allah’s Promise is the 
truth, and there is no doubt about the coming of the Hour,” 
you said: “We know not what is the Hour: we do not think 

it but as a conjecture, and we have no firm convincing 

belief (therein)
 (1)
. 

  

And when it was: Lo! Allah's promise is the truth, and 

there is no doubt of the Hour's coming, ye said: We know 

not what the Hour is. We deem it naught but a conjecture, 

and we are by no means convinced
(2)
.  

  

And when it was said, "God's promise is true, and the 

Hour, there is no doubt of it," you said; "We know not what 

the Hour may be; we have only a surmise, and are by no 

means certain
(3)
. 

  

When it was said to said you: "Allah's promise is true: 

the hour of doom is sure to come" you replied: we know 

nothing of the hour of Doom. It is but a vain conjecture, 

nor are we convinced
(4)
. 

                                                           

 King Fahd complex. P.679. ( ) 

 Pickthall. p.514. ( )

 Arberry. P.300. ( )

 Dawood.p.132. ( )
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think deem surmise 
A vain 

conjecture 

    

(   سج سح سخ سم صح صم ضج )

thinkdeem

ن يةدلّا
conjecture

surmiseconjecture
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(   ک گ گ گ)

ک گ گ )
(گ گ)(گ
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(گ گ)

(   گ ڳ ڳ ڳ)

ک گ گ )
(گ
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 And by the night as it departs
(3)
.  

  

And the close of night
(4)
.  

                                                           

 

 King Fahd complex. P.818. ( ) 

 Pickthall. p.608. ( )
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By the night swarming
(1)
.  

  

By the fall of night
(2)
.  

    

departs close swarming fall 

    

departs

closefall

swarming

                                                           

Arberry. P.358. ( ) 

Dawood. p.45. ( )
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ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ )
(   ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ
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ٿ  )
(ٹ

ٿ  )
(ٹ
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(ٿ ٹ )

(ٹ)

  

 Then We saved him and his family, except his wife; she 

was of those who remained behind (in the torment)
 (3)
. 

  

 And We rescued him and his household, save his wife, 

who was of those who stayed behind
(1)
.  

                                                           

 

 

King Fahd complex. P.212. ( ) 
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 So We delivered him and his family, except his wife; 

she was one of those that tarried
(2)
.  

  

We delivered Lot and all his kinsfolk, expect his wife, 

who stayed behind
(3)
. 

    

remained 

behind (in 

the torment) 

stayed 

behind tarried stayed 

behind 

    

                                                           

Pickthall.p.181. ( )

 Arberry. P.101. ( )

 Dawood.p.253. ( )
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remained behind (in the torment

stayed behindtarried

ڃ چ چ چ چ ڇ ڇ ) 
(   ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ
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چ چ چ چ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ  )
(  ڍ ڌ

(ڍ ڌ)
ڍ )

(ڌ
ڍ  )

(ڌ
لِِانهَُُ
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ُِ ِِ لِّخْتيِاةر

 

  

Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even 

of a mosquito or so much more when it is bigger (or less 

when it is smaller) than it
(3)
.  

                                                           

King Fahd complex. P.7. ( )  
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 Lo! Allah disdaineth not to coin the similitude even of a 

gnat or even anything above that
(1)
.  

  

God is not ashamed to strike a similitude even of a gnat, 

or aught above it
(2)
. 

  

 Allah dose not disdain to give a parable about a gnat or 

a larger creature
 (3)
.  

    
so much more 

when it is 

bigger (or less 

when it is 

smaller) than it 

any 
thing 

above 

aught 

above 
a larger 

creature 

 
 

  

                                                           

Pickthall. P.32. ( ) p.

 Arberry. P.21. ( )

 Dawood.p.335. ( )
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ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈ )
(   ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ ۉ

(ۈ ۈ ۇٴ)

                                                           

( )
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Then, when they are down on thensides (after slaughter), 

eat thereof, and feed the poor who does not ask (men), and 

the beggar who asks (men)
 (2)
.  

                                                           

 

King Fahd complex. P.447. ( )  
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Then when their flanks fall (dead), eat thereof and feed 

the beggar and the suppliant. Thus have We made them 

subject unto you, that haply ye may give thanks
(1)
.  

  

When their flanks collapse, eat of them and feed the 

beggar and the suppliant
(2)
.  

  

When they have fallen down eat of their flesh and feed 

with it the poor man and the beggar
(3)
.  

    
the poor who 

does not ask 

(men), 

the 

beggar 
the 

beggar 
the poor 

man 

  
  

                                                           

 Pickthall. p.351. ( )

 Arberry. P.204. ( )

Dawood.p.404. ( )
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the poor 

who does not ask men

the 

beggar

the poor man

ڃ ڃ چ )
 (   چ چ
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 And divorced women shall wait (as regards their 

marriage) for three menstrual periods
 (1) .  

  

 Women who are divorced shall wait, keeping 

themselves apart, three (monthly) courses
 (2) .  

  

 Divorced women shall wait by themselves for three 

periods
 (3)
.  

  

 Divorced women must wait, keeping themselves from 

men, three menstrual courses
 (4) .  

    

Menstrual 

periods 

(monthly) 

courses periods menstrual 

courses 

                                                           

 King Fahd complex. P.49. ( ) 

 Pickthall. p.63. ( ) 

 Arberry. P.36. ( ) 

 Dawood.p.356. ( ) 



 

 

 

 

280 

    

purity

puritymenstruation

                                                           

http://www.almaany.com/home.php?language=arabic&word=pu

rity&lang_name=English&type_word=0&dspl=0  
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(   ھ ے ے)

ھ )
(   ے ے

(   ھ ے ے)

ٿ ٹ ٹ )
إلَُِّ(   ٹ

 ُ
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ھ )
ھ )(ے
(ے

(ھ ے)
(ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ)

(ے)
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مْْةتلَِا ُُالّ

ن الِولّا

  

And by the sea kept filled (or it will be fire kindled on 

the Day of Resurrection)
 (2) .  

  

And the sea kept filled
 (3 )
. 

  

And the sea swarming
 (4 )
.  

                                                           

( ) 

King Fahd complex. P.713. ( ) 

 Pickthall. p.538. ( ) 

 Arberry. P.314. ( ) 
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And the swelling sea
 (1) . 

    
kept filled (or it 

will be fire 

kindled on the 

Day of 

Resurrection). 

kept 

filled swarming swelling 

    

swarming

                                                           

 Dawood.p.117. ( ) 
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swarming

(   ک گ گ گ)
(ھ ے)

swarming

swarming

(ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ)
ھ )

(ے
(ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ)

set boilingwhen the seas shall be set 

boiling(ٹ)
                                                           

http://www.almaany.com/home.php?language=arabic&word=swarmi

ng&lang_name=English&type_word=0&dspl=0 

Arberry. P.357.
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گ گ گ ڳ ڳ )
(   ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ

ڱ )
(ں ں
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ڱ ں ں )
(ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ

(ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ)

(ں)
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As for the ship, it belonged to Masakin (poor people) 

working in the sea. So I wished to make a defective 

damage in it, as there was a king behind them who seized 

every ship by force
 (1) .  

  

As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working on 

the river, and I wished to mar it, for there was a king 

behind them who is taking every ship by force
 (2 )
.  

  

As for the ship, it belonged to certain poor men, who 

toiled upon the sea; and I desired to damage it, for behind 

them there was a king who was seizing every ship by brutal 

force
 (3) .  

                                                           

 King Fahd complex. P.397. ( ) 

 Pickthall. p.316. ( ) 

Arberry. P. 179. ( ) 
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Know that the ship belonged to some poor fishermen. I 

damaged it because in their rear their was a king who was 

taking every ship by force
 (1) .  

    

behind behind behind rear 

    

                                                           

 Dawood.p.98. ( ) 
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the poor who does not ask men

beggar

the poor 

 

 

the poor
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other gods
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trial
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or so much more when 

it is bigger (or less when it is smaller) than it

paraphrasing 

strategy in translation

 

                                                           

 As-Safi. A.B. Translation Theories, Strategies and Basic 

Theoretical. P.54. 

https://www.uop.edu.jo/download/Research/members/424_2061

_A.B..pdf 
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solitary

solitary
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spouseless
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swarming

swarming
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