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The Issue of Translating Antonyms in the Holy
Quran into English

This research seeks to investigate the issue of translating
Qur'anic verses in which a single word may have two
possible opposite meanings in Arabic. The main concern of
this study is to examine the various errors that exist in
Qur'anic translations in the process of transferring opposite
words. The occurrence of such errors can be explained by
the existence of two opposite meanings in the word being
translated. For this very reason, the translators often take

one of these meanings, and neglect the other.

The issues faced by the translators of the Holy Quran
can be summed up in ten points: literal translation, the
translators' lack of knowledge of interpreters and linguists'
disagreement concerning the meaning of the word,
generalization of word meaning, specification of word
meaning, the focus on transferring basic meanings and the
negligence of secondary meanings, the absence of the word
in the target language that faithfully expresses the same
meaning in the source language, taking the most logical

opinion, the existence of another famous meaning other
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than the two opposite meanings, the translator personal
interpretation, and not translating the word of opposite

meanings either intentionally or inadvertently.

Key words: opposition, translation, and meaning.
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Verily, the Hour is coming — and I am almost hiding it

from Myself — that every person may be rewarded for that
which he strives" .
IS A 5 Y

Lo! the Hour is surely coming. But I will to keep it

hidden, that every soul may be rewarded for that which it

striveth (to achieve)(z)'
g S e 5 =Y

The Hour is coming; I would conceal it that every soul

may be recompensed for its labours® .

Y TR ZAJ-JS -¢

The hour of Doom is sure to come. But I choose to keep
it in hidden” .

(1) Al-hilali. M. T & Khan. M. M. Translation of the meanings of
the noble Qur’an in the English language. Madinah: King Fahd
complex for the printing of the Holy Qur’an. P. 415.

(2) Pickthall. M. M (1990). The meaning of the glorious Ouran.
London ; Boston: New Delhi: University Book Stall. p.327.

(3) Arberry. A. J(1980). The Koran Interpreted. Allen & Unwin.
P.185.

(4) Dawood. N. J(1990). The Koran. London: Penguin
Books.5ed.p.225.

ot “ 3 s T

@,,A\&b\@?wziw

A\ZY’T — > )
L) Al e

R S—




Agjlai lll Aslll ) gyl Glyill 6 slauoill Agagi AdlS.n) Yvy

t Y el e (i) 2l O e Slasr 5 sl

_ S s
5995 Sr 3 JUS )
Ag
I choose I will to 1 arp .a lmpst
. I would . hiding it —
to keep it . keep it oz
N conceal it ) from
in hidden hidden
Myself
2 . % &
o s . Lga Ul
- - - R 1 L@:‘Q{Lﬂ z — (_S;M
Uwu‘al u:—u;—l J}\ p U"° L‘:’.}‘b
) Ees G )
-“ .. ..

B4l (OLassI) e wolot) Al wlas 1 Of o=
sl oame 5L5) e o8 I GLEBND ine J) 125 o5 < (a5D)
OLasSl pmay 0545 3 3Ll e (D) AN ) o il
DLkl

(Ll a5 (D) 2l Tl ol 1 0 153 Sy
OBID ne J) 125 SIS

(=) ST ST AN Sl 1 3 gmadl) o Ll A0 55055
StV SN oW ey (RS e 5 o 21 )
mrg J 5y peion YV 0dn 0,55 Lokie Loz ¢ Aol el
Tae] o mall iy ¥ STy s b pned dlaa] o el
iy ) e S ) ST pete e

l “ I s L

i A s il &

Ll Al e Coro T
¢ b




YYe Cigagll i, ilill sl

AN AESEE e ey oI Y1 (Gl -
R (G peav:

:w!dg(ahﬁ)ww daYl sl

JJuj cJ\MY\ U“ d‘h} (.J\MYU oquY\ L51.9 (b\.)u\) LJs JJ.;
cm\j JJ:,_SUJ_MJ\ J_wﬁb S )}b.au,\djg;ﬂsvl.o
RS ('_1;-) UJ.S‘}! s u_ej .o.)._:.).JU 4_,4,)\ HJ ¢ 31T
/GJL@ 64_5\ w&\&}l} ,wsn, gié}sw\ fwv\j
c&\d}bwi@.‘\@&bw\y\fb\.@;kf} c@@&\o)bj0)y|

JU c\J\J._:\A_,U\djbu_A.Dwu_A J—’J’J‘J—’J"‘ngsaj 41.5\;55&3
BlaCsf 6\ c\gu_,\‘«_m,_w I ‘L_.,J\j LZQJ\ 2 wﬁ}w

S

JL_U 4.@_.»‘94_1.&6\4_:.).4.).:}0.)._:-)4}05)\_9.)_: dLmj U:L_u\j

Lred_}«/)\:}c\_:w.b L€_>ju>)bd.db-\>\ L_};-J,Udbu i.MéJ\y\

/5/

Py c@féﬁ\u))\ubxjéﬁémmjéxow W
Oty Y G oy S5 T Jitas

oLV omar 0555 31 e 3IsYI e (315D ) Of 1 g8l Koy
e e LBV e ) e 5 Ll ST 5V
R

oS S ks 3 (D) Al ma S gl

Z_QJSM%;JJ_M\ St (o) (o5,5Lall

%08 A LA

%6 s BN A0S - e I s (1D

A=Y /Y (5o ) sl ot Ol gl il (1)

L 1‘\;1 )

¢ N EAU R A

A\ZY’T — > )
L) Al e

R S—




Agjlai l Aslll Il pySll lyéll 4 slaill Agai A4 e

S5 3 s ol S8 ny UGS SN O sl s o5
U Jeaidl I gay LAY I . le ) U say oLV
Myé%» s ‘<>u_,\)wsw(_¢o\ =) sl Lo e s

Y gST (131 4_1.5 b_l.»u M) (v s 2] %@ )/”’) HARS ;»

5 " 08

4_1.5\3 cb\MY\u_pﬁj (...L,é.“ J..J\ on.GjJ Jb} 4.0\ obeS r.@.;j.)mx.:
)

sl JWJ\ e %gj G

(D) 22 e 3 il el g 531 OF ¢ G G ey
srons Y im0 MLV e 05T O Sar 0 giad
L@_?.S‘}]Ju JB P r.@.;nj coL;f:é)“ W 61.9 L@.IJYJ-» JL@ s r.@.;nj cb\Mﬁy\
sy e e Vo JB e (63 Yl e e

(D) A o S T s lar 5 1 I gomal

RVTRIVIN| et Aoz 5

Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while

you know (that He Alone has the right to be worshipped)®.
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And do not set up rivals to Allah when ye know

(better)(l).
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So set not up compeers to God wittingly'?.
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Do not knowingly set up other gods beside him®.
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And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man

who has no wife and the woman who has no husband) and

(also marry) the Salihun (pious, fit and capable ones) of
your (male) slaves and maid-servants (female slaves)(l).
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And marry such of you as are solitary and the pious of
your slaves and maid-servants®.
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Marry the spouseless among you, and your slaves and
handmaidens that are righteous®.
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Take in marriage those among you who are single and

those of your male and female slaves who are honest'.
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And (remember) when We delivered you from Fir‘aun’s
(Pharaoh) people, who were afflicting you with a horrible
torment, killing your sons and sparing your women, and

therein was a mighty trial from your Lord®.
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And (remember) when We did deliver you from

Pharaoh's folk, who were afflicting you with dreadful
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torment, slaying your sons and sparing your women: that

was a tremendous trial from your Lord".
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And when We delivered you from the folk of Pharaoh
who were visiting you with evil chastisement, slaughtering
your sons, and sparing your women; and in that was a

grievous trial from your Lord®.
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Remember how we delivered you from Pharaoh’s
people, who had oppressed you cruelly, slaying your sons
and sparing your daughters. Surly that’s was a great trail

from your Lord®.
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So I swear by the afterglow of sunset® .
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Oh, I swear by the afterglow of sunse
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@

No! I swear by the twilight”’.

I swear by the glow of sunset*”.

3

éﬁ)‘ :\-Q-?'JS_V

39415 :\.oq-j—i

LSV el e (G 224l O e e 5 sl

z VN
5995 uﬁﬁ)‘ JusS C""“’ .
Agd
the glow the the the .
of sunset | twilight afterglow | afterglow of | 4>
of sunset sunset
é} é/j M g . - -
pyel) s w5 ok wﬂ‘}@j
. . s ‘ . 5 ng BJA}J‘) ng BJA?LS‘)
St | PGaed) |7 T T g
TR B o B3V | ae Y
Ao Y| a 3Y . | Lo
,5 J,c St 3 ,S
et 9
' ' (et (ol
(M\ ( Al M U’“Mj

Pickthall. p.613. (V)
Arberry. P.360. (Y)
Dawood.p.49. (¥)

@,,A\&b\@?wmw ¢
L) IS e

L

ﬁH;x Y

AR L SR——




Yoo Cigagll i, ilill sl

(5 o) g : ine ol ol A1 O ¢ G Con ey
(glow)  (twilight) , (afterglow) : LS Jus o (asdh) daall
el o xSV el s

o Joail (glow) ; (afterglow) : salS plae .l O s
oY (glow) ; (afterglow) : s 0¥ ¢(twilight) ks plasen
s i e (twilight) 20 U Ly ks s 10l s e
Slaz A O aslis et dn o adll (6T c LS il Lo
¢(sunset) il colsl 555055 JLK s dgs Ellall pos L !
MSMLJSJ\OMMVJJ Mcjbu..ab-chjj\\dﬁd‘du
¢ o023l 3 g miall of su = tleslsl o 0lSs (twilight)
il g Y ol g g1

Slax 5 (Gaal) ilall 5L ol 31 00 ¢ Y J_,bwj

(aidl 5 8 A o,w:“) Obadl goms db St LY ¢iab

G ,@J\ dn oD AV pmadl vjj

AN (M\)wwf@)r@\wbx; O Loy s
oiadl g 5ol i il G S iy 3 el N T L
okl (e e

1 1D DR 1 b s A AT (o fal) -

:w‘gs%;(ﬁ,a)|)w_,- P dsY) el

Jel e Gt I e (o falh) 2l OF ) 05 5all1 L3
B 1 (La¥0 @) )l cal Jgs U5 e s sledls

ot “ 3 s T

@,,A\&b\@?wziw
Ll aslalt e

A\ZY’T — > )

R S—




Agjlai l Aslll Il pySll lyéll 4 slaill Agai A4 o

(.,J_,éj\y ),_h.wu_,w,_ej «J_JJ\ \jc@\ﬁ\u JLIw

“)«;\Mw

e (o mal)) add AV 0505 oyl (ans O] 1531 Sy

el orars ¢ Il s 05553 calas Y]
2SN OB eals 3 (o fall) 2dS o 1 GBI el

b s i c(f@\)wﬂzg@ﬁ@\w\

s (“)((,)_.AH J.JJ\S s.))L_«,M u_ej,;-\ 6\> Jea (2TV VW)
cJLas ‘V’lﬂé’“ LS s Lfe Cﬁf.wuj\ Sl (avvor) L;,L‘,.x.J\
ol o JB s Ll p il SV a3 0y SallS) sl g
s ledt (Ul s talls cosld o mall 1dd Uy £Y ¢ IS

CuslasVl o e -2V B AL o o el Y ¢ el

V_?m.(Mvé\)é;\;\&m}mgg;;dwu&wiwxﬁi‘wudﬁ\ (V)

XYV oy o) Sl o,all 0L kil ()

el OO LY 75 o S o ol oy domn bl e il (b (1)
wﬁ\)b oJAL_a.H w..\_zla\ \J_:Ju;_géf_ﬂ J\_A}‘L}_n.bu Q\J_aﬂ rl_<:>‘)}
YEY/VA Yb 4

V48R el sl dsle o Jo o ol ml e i ] ¢ lendl (8)
(P g deame ey 3y sall de dasT dsle G Sl o g (B L
JAV/NA ALl casl st

| S s 2

i A s il &

Ll Al e Coro T
¢ b




Yoy Cigagll i, ilill sl

L@.JUJ“U\ jchJ@\Mj&jdL&AMWWLﬂch@d

Cm:- )Lojl.@.g&:oo}«ﬁ f,ej\MJS)Lq\ » Jb:\cw
(\)((2.;‘5“ Je J\J) odéy ‘_SJL*.QJ‘ daUJ
() 2 o S T3 Gl ez 5 0 I gomal
RVTRIVIN| st Aoz 5 -
So the (garden) became black by the morning, like a
pitch dark night (in complete ruins)(z) )
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And in the morning it was as if plucked®.
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And in the morning it was as if it were a garden

Qlucked(4).
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And in the morning it was black as midnight.
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Surely, I did believe that I shall meet my Account!”
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Surely I knew that I should have to meet my

reckoning'".
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Certainly I thought that I should encounter my

reckoning®®.
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I knew that I should come to my account®.
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And when it was said: “Verily, Allah’s Promise is the
truth, and there 1s no doubt about the coming of the Hour,”
you said: “We know not what is the Hour: we do not think
it but as a conjecture, and we have no firm convincing
belief (therein)".

SEVERER

And when it was: Lo! Allah's promise is the truth, and
there is no doubt of the Hour's coming, ye said: We know
not what the Hour is. We deem it naught but a conjecture,
and we are by no means convinced®.

S o 5=

And when it was said, "God's promise is true, and the
Hour, there is no doubt of it," you said; "We know not what
the Hour may be; we have only a surmise, and are by no
means certain®.

35903 e -8

When it was said to said you: "Allah's promise is true:
the hour of doom is sure to come" you replied: we know
nothing of the hour of Doom. It is but a vain conjecture,

nor are we convinced™®.
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And by the night as it departs®.
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And the close of night™®.
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By the night swarming™.
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By the fall of night®.
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Then We saved him and his family, except his wife; she

was of those who remained behind (in the torment)(3) )
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And We rescued him and his household, save his wife,

who was of those who stayed behind‘".
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So We delivered him and his family, except his wife;

she was one of those that tarried®.
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We delivered Lot and all his kinsfolk, expect his wife,
who stayed behind®.
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Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even

of a mosquito or so much more when it is bigger (or less

when it is smaller) than it
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Lo! Allah disdaineth not to coin the similitude even of a
gnat or even anything above that'".
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God is not ashamed to strike a similitude even of a gnat,

or aught above it'®.
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Allah dose not disdain to give a parable about a gnat or

a larger creature(3) .
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Then, when they are down on thensides (after slaughter),

eat thereof, and feed the poor who does not ask (men), and
(2)

the beggar who asks (men)
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Then when their flanks fall (dead), eat thereof and feed
the beggar and the suppliant. Thus have We made them
subject unto you, that haply ye may give thanks'.
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When their flanks collapse, eat of them and feed the

beggar and the suppliant®.
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When they have fallen down eat of their flesh and feed
with it the poor man and the beggar(3).
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And divorced women shall wait (as regards their

marriage) for three menstrual periods .
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Women who are divorced shall wait, keeping
themselves apart, three (monthly) courses @
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Divorced women shall wait by themselves for three
periods(3).
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Divorced women must wait, keeping themselves from

4
men, three menstrual courses .
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And by the sea_kept filled (or it will be fire kindled on

the Day of Resurrection) .
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And the sea kept filled ©.
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And the sea swarrrling(4) )
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As for the ship, it belonged to Masakin (poor people)
working in the sea. So I wished to make a defective
damage in it, as there was a king behind them who seized

every ship by force V.
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As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working on
the river, and I wished to mar it, for there was a king

behind them who is taking every ship by force .
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As for the ship, it belonged to certain poor men, who

toiled upon the sea; and I desired to damage it, for behind

them there was a king who was seizing every ship by brutal

force @
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Know that the ship belonged to some poor fishermen. I
damaged it because in their rear their was a king who was

taking every ship by force .
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