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RHETORICAL SIGNIFICATIONS RELATED TO
GRAMMATICAL INFLECTION IN THE CANONICAL QURANIC
RECITATIONS
By
Ahmed Fathallah Abdul Qader
Subervisor
Dr. Abdulkarim Ahmad Al-Hiyari
ABSTRACT

This thesis examines an important aspect from the sciences of Quranic Rhetoric. It
examines Rhetorical Significations related to Grammatical Inflection as it is manifest in
the Canonical Recitations of the Quran. This particular area has not been given due
consideration with concern to research and analysis.

This thesis paper seeks to discover and examine the Rhetorical Significations
related to Grammatical Inflection that are present in the various Canonical Recitations
of the Quran, and in doing so, contributes to the fields of, Quranic scientific miracles,
the field of Quranic Sciences, as well as to the field of Arabic Rhetoric. Throughout my
research | followed the descriptive analytical method, as it is the most appropriate
method in reaching the intended goals.

This thesis is comprised of an introduction and three main sections. The summary
is as follows:

Introduction: Herein, | mention the definition of Canonical Quranic Recitation
and the difference between what has been mass transmitted versus that which has been
singularly transmitted. | point to the ten well known major Quran Reciters and the
difference between a canonical recitation versus a non-canonical recitation. I then delve
into the benefits related to the multiplicity of recitations, as well as the relationship
between the Canonical Recitations and the scientific miracles of the Quran. The
introduction is ended by discussing the disparity of precedence and excellence between
the Canonical Recitations.

Section One: In this section | examine rhetorical significations of grammatical
inflection related to sentence structure. What manifests vis-a-vis this examination is the

effect of grammatical inflection upon rhetorical signification within; the nominal and
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verbal sentence, informative sentences and declarative sentences, inversion by
antecedence or deferment as well as explicit reference and ellipsis.

Section Two: In this section | move into studying sentence structure by
investigating the role of the Canonical Recitations in linking sentences together as well
as conjunctive expressions and disjunctive expressions. | also investigate transitions and
shifts in Quranic discourse. | have also identified an additional type of transition which |
have termed, “Grammatical Transition”.

Section Three: I have made this section specifically for the Quran’s tremendous
eloquence and unique figurative expression. The result of this study demonstrates the
role the Canonical Recitations have in clarifying meanings in the Quran as seen in;
literal expressions, figurative expressions, metaphors, simile and metonymy. | also
examine the role the Canonical Recitations have in coloring meanings through figures
of speech such as; abstraction, precise categorization and reversing conditions by
bringing the rear to the fore.

In all that I have presented | have attempted to extend connections between
grammatical inflection and its rhetorical significations; all the time seeking assistance
from scholars of Quranic Exegesis and their explanations of Quranic verses, as well as
from Grammarians and what they have recognized through grammatical analysis of the
Quran.

Some of the most important conclusions reached throughout the research include:
Confirmation that Grammatical Inflections, as they are manifested in the Canonical
Recitations of the Quran, have rhetorical significations. And that the recitations in the
nominative state (i.e. with the damma at the end of the word) are more rhetorical than
other recitations, because in most cases it signifies emphasis, affirmation and
comprehensive generality.

And Allah is the one who provides acceptance.



