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The Syntactic Evidence Contained in Ibn Walaad’s Book “The Victory of
Sibaweihi over Almabarad” (A Syntactic and Morphological Study)

Ismat Ahmed Alajab Alamin
Abstract

Sibaweihi’s book has overwhelmed scholars in the domain of language and syntax.
Therefore, they have made researches, studies and critical works about it. Their opinions
were of two Kinds: some were fanatic in their opposition and criticism of the book, while
others were fanatic supporters of it. Some grammarians like Alakhfash, Aljurmi and
Almazini tried to correct and contradict him is some syntactic and morphological matters.
This is followed by the appearance of Almabarad who collected the amendments made by
these three scholars, added to them and then collect all in the missing book “Matters of
Errors”. This book caused turmoil among grammarians who began to defend Sibaweihi’s
book, among them was Abulabas Ahmed Ibn Walaad who wrote a book “Victory for
Sibaweihi against Almabarad”. The book included responses posed towards the criticism
made by Almabarad against Sibaweihi. Each response was supported by syntactic
evidence. The study aimed at explaining, classifying and sorting out the evidence upon
which Ibn Walaad based his response victoriously against Almabarad criticism. The study
adopted the inductive deductive approach in order to classify and organize the syntactic
evidence. In addition to that, to classify matters in the book “Victory”, and list them as
examples; each example followed some evidence used by Ibn Walaad in his reply to
Almabard. The study revealed many results, most importantly; Ibn Walaad was victorious
in his book when responding to Almabard postulation. In every matter he relied on
syntactic evidence. However, he might use more than one piece of evidence in one matter.
He also relied heavily on what was stated about the Arabs use of their language in an
attempt to track rules of Arabic and rarely used analogy in his work. Moreover, in his
responses he used many techniques such as giving evidence from Sibaweihi’s method,
giving evidence by explaining Sibaweihi’s phrasing, giving evidence embedded in
Almabard’s opinions and giving evidence by explaining the defect, and these confirmed his
competence and intelligence in syntax. He made use of the total rules of Arabic syntax and
functionalized them to create evidence and obligations. He used to issue opinions which
were induced by his syntactic awareness and farsightedness rather than personal purposes
or inclination. Ibn Walad did a noble scholastic work in his book when he defended
Sibaweihi. Nevertheless, his valueable book did not receive proper attention. Therefore, the
study recommends more researches to be made about topics contained in that valuable
book.
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