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Argument and Nonverbal Communication:
Visual Argument as a Case Study

Abstract

This  paper  deals  with  the relation between argument and image, and with 
the possibility of  broadening the concept of “argument” to include “visual 
argument”. We claim that there is a similarity between the verbal argument
and visual argument, and that the obstacles of theorizing visual arguments are 
the same as those that were on the road of studying ”verbal argument.“ The 
aim is to refute some theoretical basis that opponents of “visual argument” 
based on to object the possibility and occurrence of this kind of argument.

Keywords: Argument; Image; Visual argument.

Said Bentajar
University Rabat - Morocco



66

الاستدلال والتواصل غير اللغوي: 
الاستدلال التصويري نموذجا

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



67

 " " Visual Argument
 " "

(Formal)

 " "
 " "

"

"

"

1- Irving M. Copi and Carl Cohen: Introduction to 
Logic (New York, Macmillan Publishing Company, 
8th ed, 1990), p: 6-7.

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



68

(Cognitive)

(Reasoning)

3- Wayne Brockriede: “Where is Argument?” In 
Perspectives on Argument, Proceedings of the 
Summer Conference on Argumentation., ed. Robert 
Trapp and Janice Schuetz, (News York – Amsterdam 
-Brussels: International Debate Education 
Association, 1980) , p. 6

"
"(Pathos)

4- Dale Hample: “A Third Perspective on Argument”, 
Philosophy and Rhetoric, 18 (1), 1985, p. 2

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



69

"
[ ]

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



70

5- Chaim Perelman and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca: 
Traité de L’argumentation: La nouvelle Rhétorique. 
(Paris, P. U. F, 1958), p. 100.
6- Gregg B. Walker & Malcolm O.  Sillars:   «Where 
is Argument? Perelman’s Theory of Values»  In 
Perspectives on Argument, Proceedings of the 
summer conference on argumentation. Ed. R. Trapp 
& J. Schuetz  (New York - Amesterdam - Brussels: 
International Debate Education Association, 1980),
p. 137

" "

“Argument”
(Daniel O’keefe)  " "

“Argument”

" "
Argument  " "

His Argument is”
“He made an argument” “strong

They had”
“an argument

" "

7- Ehninger, D., and W. Brockriede: Decision by 
Debate (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1962).

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



71

(Douglas Ehninger)
 (Wayne Brockriede)  " "

Argument
(cognitive)

8- O’Keefe, J. Daniel.: “Two concepts of argument.”, 
(Journal of the American Forensic Association, 13 
(3)), pp. 121-2.

"

"   " "
 "

9- David Fleming: “Can Pictures be Arguments?” 
(Argumentation & Advocacy, 33 (1), 1996), p. 11.
10- Ibid.

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



72

(communication non-verbal)

 " "

11- R. Burleson: “The Place of Nondiscursive 
Symbolism, Formal Characterizations, and 
Hermeneutics in Argument Analysis and Criticism” 
(Journal of American Forensics Assocoation, N.16, 
1980), p.222-31; Ralph H. Johnson: Manifest 
Rationality: A Pragmatic Theory of Argument, 
(Mabwah/London: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates 
Inc, 2000).

Logos)
(

(Pathos)
(Ethos)

"
"

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



73

 " "

(Pathos)  (Logos)
)(Ethos)

13- David S, Birdsell and Leo A Groarke: “Outlines 
of a Theory of Visual Argument.” (Argumentation 
and Advocacy, 1 (43), 2007), p: 103.
14- Ibid., p:103

15- Anthony J. Blair: Groundwork in the Theory 
of Argumentation: Selected Papers (Dordrecht-
NewYork – London, Springer, 2012), p: 209.
16- Birdsell & Groarke: “Outlines of a Theory of 
Visual Argument.”, p: 103; Gilbert, 2003, p:8.
17- Ibid.

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



74

 " "

19-Blair: Groundwork in the Theory of 
Argumentation , p: 209.
20- David Fleming: “Can Pictures be Arguments?”, 
p.14.

21- Ibid, pp. 14-17;  Ralph H. Johnson : «Why ‘Visual 
Arguments’ aren’t Arguments.»  In: Hans V. Hansen, 
Christopher Tindale, J. Anthony Blair and Ralph H. 
Johnson (Eds.).  Informal Logic at 25 ( University of 
Windsor, CD-ROM, 2005)

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



75

22- Michael A. Gilbert : “Is it Argument ? In Defense 
Of The Linguistically Inexplicable”. In Informal 
Logic @25: Proceedings of the Windsor Conference. 
Blair, Anthony et al. (Eds.), (CD-ROM, Windsor, 
ON, OSSA, 2003, p:8.

Charles L. Hamblin: Fallacies (New Port, Vale Press, 
2004), pp :232-241.

24- Anthony J. Blair : “The Rhetoric of Visual 

Charles A. Hill and Marguerite Helmmers, (Mahwah,  
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Inc, 2008), P: 59.
25- Anthony J. Blair: “Thinking About Visual 
Argument”. (A lecture by J. Anthony Blair, presented 
at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, 5 
December 2005), p. 10.

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



76

(Visual Thinking)

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



77

Birdsell, David S, and Leo A Groarke: “Outlines of a Theory of Visual Argument.” 
(Argumentation and Advocacy, 1 (43), 2007), pp. 103-113.

Blair, Anthony J.: “Thinking About Visual Argument”. (A lecture by J. Anthony 
Blair, Presented at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, 5 December 

sergio_blairvisualarguments.rtf.)

Charles A. Hill and Marguerite Helmmers, (Mahwah,  Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates Inc, 2008).

———: Groundwork in the Theory of Argumentation: Selected Papers. (Dordrecht - 
New York – London, Springer, 2012).

Brockriede, Wayne : “Where is Argument?” In Perspectives on Argument, 
Proceedings of the Summer Conference on Argumentation., ed. Robert Trapp 
and Janice Schuetz, (News York – Amesterdam - Brussels: International Debate 
Education Association, 1980).

Hamblin, Charles L. : Fallacies (New Port, Vale Press, 2004)
Hample, Dale: “A Third Perspective on Argument”, Philosophy and Rhetoric, (18

(1), 1985), p.1-22.
Irving M. Copi and Carl Cohen: Introduction to Logic (New York, Macmillan 

Publishing Company, 8th ed, 1990).
Fleming, David: “Can Pictures be Arguments?” (Argumentation & Advocacy, 33 (1),

1996), p.11-22.
Ralph H. Johnson : «Why ‘Visual Arguments’ aren’t Arguments.»  In: Hans V. 

Hansen, Christopher Tindale, J. Anthony Blair and Ralph H. Johnson (Eds.).
Informal Logic at 25 ( University of Windsor, CD-ROM, 2005, in url: 

http://web2.uwindsor.ca/courses/philosophy/johnsoa/visargtext.htm)
Gilbert, Michael A : “Is it Argument ? In Defense Of The Linguistically Inexplicable”. 

In Informal Logic @25: Proceedings of the Windsor Conference. Blair, Anthony 
et al. (Eds.), (CD-ROM, Windsor, ON, OSSA, 2003, in url :

http://web2.uwindsor.ca/faculty/arts/philosophy/ILat25/edited_Gilbert_Paper.doc)

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......



78

O’Keefe, J. Daniel.: “Two concepts of argument.”, (Journal of the American Forensic 
Association, 13 (3), 1977) , pp. 121–128.

Perelman, Chaim, and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca : Traité de L’argumentation: La 
nouvelle Rhétorique. (Paris, P. U. F, 1958).

Walker, Gregg B. & Malcolm O  Sillars: «Where is Argument? Perelman’s Theory 
of Values»  In Perspectives on argument, Proceedings of the summer conference 
on argumentation. Ed. R. Trapp & J. Schuetz  (New York - Amesterdam - Brussels: 
International Debate Education Association, 1980).

Said Bentajar:Argument and Nonverbal Communication.......


