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Linguistic divergence (openness) and its impact
in controlling the Arab tongue

Prepared by Dr. Mohammad bin Mahmoud fajjal

Associate professor in the Arabic language,
grammar

Preparatory Year - King Saud University

Abstract

Many non - native learners of Arabic face serious
understanding problems insofar as two types of linguistic
forms are concerned. The first of these relates to those
linguistic forms that are widely used by speakers of Arabic
and by the media but which are not recorded in dictionaries,
and the second type has to do with those expressions whose
deep meaning is not readily accessible. | have treated these
two problems in two sections: In the first one, | have discussed
the issue of the linguistic evolution from phonetic, semantic
and syntactic perspectives and the necessity to readily accept
new linguistic forms, record them, up to the standards, and
make them available to learners of Arabic. In the second
section, | have approached the nature of the linguistic system
of the Arabic language as well as the role played by both the
form and context in determining the meaning of a word and
the expansion of its semantic scope.



Key words:
Linguistic openness, linguistic evolution, the evolution of

the Arabic language, Teaching Arabic to foreigners,
terminological  expressions, linguistic  levels, general
dictionaries.



