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Abstract

Arabic linguistic system has left many uninflected Arabic nouns that
keep their endings regardless of the syntactic context they occur in.
Traditional Arab grammarians have justified that by uninflected vowel
ending, as the regular case is to end with a consonatal sound. Some nouns
have a consonantal ending as their regular case which made the traditional
Arab grammarians justify that by avoiding long consonantal clusters, the
phonetic environment, or poetic necessity, and sometimes they give illogical
justifications.

Therefore, can the modern scientific phonological approach explain this
phenomenon objectively? Can this modern scientific phonological approach
uncover the syntactic phenomenon that results in adopting different markers?
Do the morphological and syllabic systems, reduplication system, phonological
system have any influence on the uninflected nouns endings?

In this research, uninflected nouns are divided into five categories: first;
uninflected nouns that do not change their endings regardless of the syntactic
environment. This category has been named obligatorily uninflected nouns
by traditional Arab grammarians. Second; partially uninflected nouns; this
category includes the dual, human regular masculine nouns, feminine regular
plural, where nouns take two inflections to represent three grammatical cases
which makes this category partially uninflected. Third, nouns that follow the
phonetic environment and bear the endings of the neighboring elements even
though syntactically they require different endings, fourth; compound
uninflected nouns; as in proper nouns and compound adverbs, and the last
category is the non-genitive uninflected adverbs.

The modern phonological approach has explained and justified
uninflected nouns' ednings where in certain cases they agree with traditional
Arab grammarians and in other cases they do not. This issue will be
illustrated and shown in the results of the present research.
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